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INTRODUCTION  

1 Kia ora my name is Daryn Jemmett.  I am the Group Environmental Manager 

for Silver Fern Farms Limited. My role is to manage an environmental team 

across the whole group, providing an operational environmental aspect to our 

activities. 

2 My working career spans a number of companies and industries over the past 

32 years both in New Zealand and overseas. I have been in environmental 

and sustainability related roles for about the past 25 years. 

3 Along with a New Zealand Certificate in Science (Chemistry), I hold a 

Postgraduate Diploma from Lincoln University in Applied Sciences majoring in 

Environmental Science, Environmental Management, Natural Resource 

Engineering and Resource Management. 

4 I have been with Silver Fern Farms since 2009 when I took on the newly 

created role of Group Environmental Manager, after having spent several 

years leading sustainability initiatives within the government sector. 

BACKGROUND 

5 In Christchurch, we currently operate processing facilities and undertake 

associated activities at Belfast and Islington. The Christchurch facilities 

remained operational immediately following the earthquakes and provided 

water and wastewater services to the community and other businesses.   

6 The processing facility at Belfast is particularly important for our business.  

There has been a historical presence of such activities in the Belfast area for 

over 130 years.  The Belfast Plant is the largest and oldest of the operations, 

being established in 1883. This operation mainly processes beef for the export 

market.  Areas of the Belfast Site that are currently undeveloped, and which 

sit outside the operating area, are currently for sale. This is largely a result of 

a strategic decision a few years ago to take stock of our landholdings 

nationally.  We are considering our options with respect to the composting 

operation to ensure that this continues to support the processing facility and 

associated wastewater treatment plant at Belfast. 

7 Silver Fern Farms has been involved with the zoning at North Belfast over the 

last few years on the basis that the Belfast operations have been in continual 
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use for some 130 years, and there are limited industrial zones in Christchurch. 

If the Christchurch City Council would like to maintain the types of operations 

and employment these zones provide, then it would seem appropriate to 

afford the protection that these zones require in order to minimise the potential 

for reverse sensitivity issues.   

8 I have been directly involved in some of the associated planning processes.  

Silver Fern Farms submitted on the draft Belfast Area Plan and related Outline 

Development Plans (ODP), the Styx Integrated Catchment Management Plan 

and the Council's global stormwater consent application for the Styx 

catchment.   We raised specific concerns at that time about aspects of the 

ODP, in particular the location of stormwater management areas on Silver 

Fern Farms land and potential incompatibility between residents, 

pedestrian/cycle routes and an established industrial activity.   

9 In relation to the Replacement Plan, we have had numerous meetings with the 

Council to discuss the planning rules affecting the Belfast Site and have also 

participated in formal mediation.  To a large extent, our concerns have been 

addressed through the amendments that are now being proposed by the 

Council.  Remaining areas of disagreement are addressed by our planner in 

evidence.   

10 One key area of concern relates to the location of the stormwater 

management area as shown on the ODP.  During negotiations for the sale of 

land for the Belfast Cemetery, the stormwater retention pond was always 

discussed as needing to be placed on that land.  We had understood that this 

issue had been resolved by the Council purchasing the proposed reserve area 

in 2014.   

CONCLUSION  

11 Silver Fern Farms' activities need to be located in a zone that best suits the 

activities being carried out and in accordance with the anticipated level of 

effects associated with that particular zone.  There are only a limited number 

of suitable zones within Christchurch for such activities.  Continuation of 

operations is important for Silver Fern Farms which is the reason why we have 

sought an appropriate zoning for the Belfast Site and recognition of such 

established facilities in the District Plan.   
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12 Our focus has been to ensure that the provisions ensure the ability to continue 

operating our business, including potential future expansion, while providing 

flexibility for other uses in the event that the circumstances of either company 

change at some time in the future.   

 

 

Daryn Jemmett 

24 April 2015 
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