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INTRODUCTION  

1 My name is Paul Keung.   I was born and raised in Christchurch.   I am the 

CEO employed by K I Commercial Limited, based in Addington, Christchurch.   

I live at 20 Moan Road, Kaikoura where I also run a sheep and beef farm.  

2 I have been self-employed for 20 years prior to taking on this current position, 

which I have been in now for three years.   I have completed several tertiary 

accredited courses in accounting, computing, marketing, strategic 

management, total quality management, psychology and social science.   I 

have directed investment, construction and civil works companies.    

3 I have managed property investments in Addington for 20 years now, (the first 

were residential properties in the old show grounds), and I have watched the 

area grow and develop. There has been a very steady incline despite the 

earthquakes.   I have managed property investments, the construction and 

day to day running of residential, commercial and rural property for fifteen 

years nationwide.   Currently I also hold the position of Chief Representative 

for Kevin Eder my Director for a group of companies trading in Asia and I help 

with foreign property investment into NZ. I also consult to two other 

international property and construction related companies here in NZ.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

4 Addington is a developed commercial centre that is home to significant 

numbers of office workers and patrons associated with the new buildings and 

entertainment facilities that now exist.  

5 The zoning of the area must not only reflect these existing activities, but 

responsibly support the filling in of the area and continued growth to ensure 

that the needs of the people within the Addington area are met.  

6 I believe the area needs to advance from B4 to a full Commercial Core zoning.  

Addington has proven itself as a winning community and should be supported 

and rewarded. This centre needs to expand and is lacking in services and 

retail facilities to accommodate the radically increasing numbers of people in 

the area.    
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF ADDINGTON AND CURRENT ACTTIVITIES 

7 Addington is quite rightly sign-posted as “Addington Village”. It has now 

reached what I would call “critical mass” and is home to a wide range of 

activities and a significant working population base.   It is located on the edge 

of Hagley Park within view of the Christchurch Central Hospital and joins with 

the newly developed Moorehouse Ave and incorporates Addington Raceway.  

8 Some of the key features of Addington are as follows:  

(a) The largest office Park in Christchurch (Hazeldean Business Park). 

(b) It holds the current record for the record sale of a commercial office 

building in Christchurch, (355 Lincoln Road for approx. $27,500,000 

vacant possession). 

(c) The largest back packers in Christchurch (Jailhouse Accommodation). 

(d) Four hotels are planned (two consented and one under construction).  

(e) The largest racecourse and function centre (Addington Raceway) and 

the largest closed arena (Horncastle Arena) in the South Island.    

(f) The largest open stadium in Christchurch (AMI Stadium), which has 

been the home rugby stadium for the Canterbury Crusaders since 

2011 and held numerous other significant sporting events and 

concerts.    

(g) The Court Theatre, which is accessed off the end of Bernard Street. 

(h) The Christchurch Railway Station, Show Place Business Park, and a 

significant shopping area (Tower Junction).  

(i) On Bernard Street where our buildings are (we hold 9 to 13 Bernard 

Street, which is approximately 3000m² of floor space), we encompass 

$60,000,000 of new office / retail / food and beverage facilities in three 

new commercial buildings.   

9 I cannot compare Addington to any other area in Christchurch.  Especially 

when you take into account the completed fully developed commercial 

buildings along the edge of the Park at the end of Lincoln Road.  It is 

condensed and has performed for over a decade, having a rich trading 

heritage with the cattle yards, sales yards, original goods trading depots, show 

grounds and railway depots.   Lincoln Road is the central road that runs 
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through Addington and since Ngai Tahu developed the sale yards, overhead 

bridge, and Tower Junction the area has gone ahead in leaps in bounds.   

THE CONSEQUENCES OF BACKZONING 

10 I do not agree with the post-earthquake shrinking of Christchurch, by height, 

size and efficiencies.   Addington has proven itself prior to and post-

earthquake.   Plans don’t just spring up, people own land for years while they 

ponder over the best possible use of that property engaging many advisors 

along the way. Generally the future focus relates to the immediate goods and 

services required in the area and the timing of that.    

11 A well know problem in Christchurch is the consenting process.   It is 

strangling key contributors.   Any reduction in zoning is only going to 

compound the process of consents and red tape that exists.  

12 In short, taking an area backwards is not suitable, especially when economic 

growth is most important post the quake.   

13 The land owners of Addington are not fully aware of the goings on with this 

current zoning change. K I Commercial Limited was one of very few that 

lodged an original submission opposing the Industrial General zoning change 

in Addington, only finding out about it by chance.   I personally sent staff 

around our immediate B4 zoned area in Addington to each tenant / land 

owner.  Very few were aware of the current zoning process being undertaken, 

with almost unanimous support for our position. This resulted in approximately 

20 further submissions supporting our original submission from various 

tenants in our immediate block and from landowners in the area.   

14 Thankfully the Council has reviewed its approach and now announced a 

commercial mixed zone. However this zone does not provide for new office, 

and retail, all of which exist under the current B4 zoning.    The current office 

workers and patrons of the many event centres we have in the area require all 

of these current and potential future services.   

15 We all understand the drive is to rebuild the demolished or damaged buildings 

in the CBD.   The new promised convention centre, sports arena, art gallery, 

central square development and other such promoted facilities would be 

powerful to gain investment and tenants.  

16 The CBD was not particularly a vibrant retail or office precinct prior to the 

earthquake as Christchurch became a suburban focused and spread 
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community many years ago with the introduction of malls and larger 

subdivisions.   Addington is a fully established suburb and fast becoming 

established.  The main route from Addington and its many surrounding 

suburbs to the CBD has recently been cut off, with the single lane one way 

road at the end of Lincoln Road to the hospital.    

INVESTMENT IN THE AREA AS A PROPERTY OWNER 

17 We have 9 to 13 Bernard Street in Addington. Down the end of our road is the 

Court Theatre which has been a main source of entertainment during the last 

few years for Christchurch citizens.   The thousands of new office workers in 

the area along with the new retirement home residents and entertainment 

based patrons demand goods and services.   I sum these up as; shops to buy 

things, places to eat and drink, places to work, and accommodation (visitor 

and residential). 

18 With the drink driving laws and health and safety issues with traffic congestion 

we feel responsible to provide such facilities within walking distance of the 

people of Addington.  We have not tenanted our buildings since the quakes 

and have watched and waited while the area has somewhat been established.  

19 The obstacle that property owners have is the consenting process.   To add a 

reduction of zoning in the main business precinct in Addington, which affects 

Bernard Street, and its neighbouring area, which exists to allow for organic 

growth to facilitate the area, is inviting people to walk away.   The rule of 

thumb is it takes one to two years to get a consent from start to finish, the 

costs of building and consenting are already increasing.  To increase the 

zoning intensity is one way to alleviate that and let Christchurch rebuild.    

NEEDS OF EXISTING TENANTS 

20 Addington has “white collar” workers and local occupants to cater for. The old 

commercial area of Addington is established and tenanted, the new 

development has moved down Lincoln Road around Bernard Street, the 

zoning of Commercial Core should reflect that.  The undeveloped area should 

be allowed to develop organically with appropriate zoning, it will not happen 

overnight.  

21 To leave Addington for ten years while town slowly emerges is not an option.  

Addington is ready now for services that the CBD cannot provide.     
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22 The need to rebuild, repair and in some cases survive after the GFC in 2008 is 

in the shadow of the earthquakes. It is responsible to listen to the needs of the 

people that have businesses and investments here in Addington.  

23 There are currently little retail tenants in Addington, we need to create 

certainty and it takes time to gain tenants and then to design and build. This 

extra pressure is going to force people to go for unconducive designs and 

consents this year, to rush in before any changes may occur with this zoning 

process.  

24 The area has undergone extensive amounts of car parking development over 

the last ten years with each new building and shopping / entertainment area 

having to comply with parking.  We want to provide intensive commercial uses 

for our space for the current workers whom have ample parking but nowhere 

to walk to. The same goes for the local residents and those attending the 

various entertainment facilities.  We expect the Council to upgrade the zoning 

in Addington to reflect, encourage and reward the growth in the area and add 

to Christchurch’s recovery overall.  

CONCLUSION 

25 I want to see things restored and renewed afresh greater than before, to see 

the CBD dynamically opened up for experienced “city building” investors.  To 

see Addington continuing to grow and help drive the overall economy of NZ 

forward.     

26 On the ground here in Addington, I believe the area needs to advance from B4 

to a more aggressive commercial zoning.  Addington has proven itself as a 

winning community and should be supported and rewarded.    

27 We seek the Commercial Core zoning for our immediate block so we can 

provide for our direct vicinity of residents, workers and patrons through 

intensive zoning.  

28 Even to leave us at B4 is now not appropriate, but to take us backwards is 

obstructive to the good of the people of Addington, Christchurch and our 

future economy in New Zealand.   

29 Please consider carefully our specialist reports and evidence.  

 

Paul Keung 

CEO of KI Commercial Limited 


