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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. This evidence relates to the notice of requirement given by Transpower 

New Zealand Limited (Transpower) to include designations in the 

Proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan (the Replacement 

Plan).   

2. Transpower seeks that the three existing designations for National Grid 

substations be “rolled over” into the Replacement Plan, including minor 

amendments to references, conditions and terminology.   

3. Following the receipt of submissions and further submissions in relation 

to the designations the following has occurred: 

a) Transpower has withdrawn the National Grid Training Facility 

component of the requirement for the Islington substation; 

b) Submissions from Chas S Luney Ltd and Keighley Property Ltd 

have been withdrawn; and 

c) Christchurch City Council (the Council) and Transpower have 

filed a joint memorandum recording agreed amendments to the 

notified designations. 

4. This evidence considers the notice of requirement for the designations 

in the context of section 171(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991 

(RMA) and concludes that it is appropriate to confirm the designations, 

including the amendments/modifications agreed with Council.   

INTRODUCTION 

5. My full name is Ainsley Jean McLeod, I hold the position of Technical 

Director – Planning at Beca Limited, based in Christchurch.  My 

relevant experience, qualifications and my commitment to abide by the 

Code of Conduct for expert witnesses are included in Attachment A.   

6. I have been engaged by Transpower to assist in its review of the 

Replacement Plan Proposals.  In this capacity I have: 

a) assisted with the preparation of Transpower’s notice of 

requirement to include designations, submission and further 

submissions; and 
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b) participated in meetings and dialogue with Christchurch City 

Council (the Council) in relation to Transpower’s designations to be 

included in the Replacement Plan. 

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

7. My evidence addresses the following: 

a) Transpower’s notice of requirement to include Designations1; 

b) the submissions and further submissions made in relation to 

Transpower’s designations; and 

c) Memoranda filed with the Hearings Panel dated 18 December 

2014 and 23 January 2015 in relation to Transpower’s 

designations. 

8. For the purposes of my evidence I rely upon the evidence of Mr Roy 
Noble filed by Transpower in respect of Proposal 3. 

9. My evidence should be read in conjunction with my earlier evidence in 

relation to Proposal 3.  In that evidence I broadly set out the role and 

importance of the National Grid in the context of the national planning 

instruments, being the National Policy Statement on Electricity 

Transmission (NPSET) and the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) 

Regulations 2009 (NESETA). 

10. In preparing this evidence I have reviewed the following: 

a) The notice of requirement to include designations given by 

Transpower; 

b) The NPSET; 

c) The NESETA; 

d) Canterbury Regional Policy Statement 2013 (RPS); 

                                                        

1 Proposed Christchurch City District Plan – Notice of Requirement to Include Designations, 14 
August 2014. 
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e) The submission and further submissions made on Transpower’s 

designations; and 

f) The Statement of Expectations included in Schedule 4 to the 

Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement District Plan) 

Order 2014. 

TRANSPOWER’S NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE 
DESIGNATIONS 

11. The Operative Christchurch City District Plan includes three 

designations for which Transpower is the requiring authority.  These 

designations are for the Addington, Islington and Bromley substations. 

12. Transpower gave written notice of its requirement to include (“roll over”) 

the three existing designations in the Replacement District Plan on 

14 August 20142.  The notice detailed modifications to each of these 

designations as follows: 

Designation Nature of Modifications 

Addington Substation - Change the reference to the requiring authority to 
correctly reflect Transpower’s legal name. 
- Change the designation purpose from “Electricity 
Substation” to “National Grid”. 
- Change the description of the location to correctly reflect 
the physical address. 
- Change condition 3(b) to more accurately reflect the role 
of conditions in managing future development as follows: 
“(b) Any new bBuildings shall be set back a minimum of 
6m from a boundary of the site with a road.” 

Bromley Substation - Change the reference to the requiring authority to 
correctly reflect Transpower’s legal name. 
- Change the designation purpose from “Electricity 
Substation” to “National Grid”. 
- Change the legal description, area and extent of the 
designation (shown on the planning maps) to reflect a 
recent sale of a portion of the site to Orion New Zealand 
Limited. 
- Change condition 3(b) to more accurately reflect the role 
of conditions in managing future development as follows: 
“(b) Any new bBuildings shall be set back a minimum of 

                                                        

2 Under Clause 4 of Schedule 1 to the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement 
District Plan) Order 2014. 
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6m from a boundary of the site with a road.” 

Islington Substation 
and Systems Control 
Centre 

- Change the reference to the requiring authority to 
correctly reflect Transpower’s legal name. 
- Change the designation purpose from “Electricity 
Substation” to “National Grid (including National Grid 
Training Facility)” to provide for the development of a 
training facility on an adjacent site. 
- Change the legal description, area and extent of the 
designation (shown on the planning maps) to include an 
adjacent site to accommodate a new training facility. 
- Amend conditions 4(b), 4(c), 5, 6 and 7 to more 
accurately reflect the role of conditions in managing future 
development and to reflect the most recent standard as 
follows: 
“… 4(b)  Any new bBuildings shall be set back a minimum 
of 10m from a boundary of the site with a road and 3m 
from the boundary of the site with a site in a Living zone.  
4(c)  Any new bBuildings shall not project beyond a 
building envelope constructed by recession planes from 
points 2.3m above all site boundaries that adjoin a site in 
a Living zone, as shown in Volume 3, Part 12, Appendix 6 
diagram A and D. … 
5.  With respect to all sites, no facility shall causeemit 
radio frequency electromagnetic radiation in excess of the 
exposure standards in NZS 2772.1:(1999) where 
members of the public may be exposed.  
6.  With respect to all sites, no facility shall create 
exposures to power frequency electric and magnetic fields 
in areas normally accessible to the public exceeding 
100200 micro teslas as measured and assessed in 
accordance with the International Commission on Non-
ionising Radiation Protection Guidelines.  
7.  With respect to all sites, all works shall comply with 
Transpower's code of practice ‘Oil Spill Management’ 'Oil 
Containment Facilities and Spill Mitigation Code of 
Practice (Issued December 2011 2 March 1994)'.” 

13. These modifications are included in the notified version of Proposal 10 

with some amendments to achieve the following: 

a) align the conditions with the appropriate Zone names and 

provisions;  

b) update formatting and numbering; and  

c) apply the updated conditions 5, 6 and 7 (as set out in paragraph 

12) to all of the designations. 

Transpower reviewed and confirmed these amendments prior to 

notification of the Replacement Plan. 
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SUBMISSIONS 

14. Chas S Luney Ltd3 and Keighley Property Ltd4 made a submission 

opposing the modification to condition 45 that applies to the Bromley 

Substation designation.  This modification changes the electric and 

magnetic exposure level included in condition 4 from 100 micro teslas 

(µT) to 200µT.  The submitters sought the retention of the 100µT limit. 

15. Transpower made further submissions6 to clarify the rationale for the 

modification as follows: 

“Transpower has sought a modification to the designation condition 4 
… because the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation 
Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines, which are the basis of this public 
exposure limit for electric and magnetic fields, were re-issued in 2010. 
The re-issued guidelines revise the public exposure limit from 100 to 
200 μT (micro tesla) and the Ministry of Health recommends this 
revised limit. It is noted that the NPSET states in Policy 9 that 
provisions dealing with electric and magnetic fields must be based on 
ICNIRP guidelines “or revisions thereof”.” 

16. Canterbury District Health Board7 also made a further submission that 

promoted alternate wording of the condition, including the 200µT 

standard. 

17. The submitters (Chas S Luney Ltd and Keighley Property Ltd) have 

now advised8 that they wish to withdraw this submission point on the 

basis of the further submissions. 

18. Riccarton Wigram Community Board9 has made a submission 

supporting Transpower’s designations in a general sense. 

                                                        

3 Submission by Chas S Luney Ltd, 7 October 2014 (submission ref: 984) 

4 Submission by Keighleys Property Ltd, 7 October 2014 (submission ref: 615) 

5 Replacement Plan, Proposal 10, Designation U2, Condition 4, Page 274. 

6 Further submissions by Transpower New Zealand Limited, 6 November 2014, Pages 3 and 4 
(further submission ref: FS-1331). 

7 Further submissions by Canterbury District Health Board, October 2014, Page 38 and 39 
(further submission ref: FS-1443). 

8 via email to the Hearings Panel and other parties, 15 January 2015. 
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19. The Council has made a submission10 addressing three matters that 

relate to the Islington substation designation (U3) and sought the 

following: 

a) Amendment to the wording in the conditions to correct an 

omission of words that clarified that the existing conditions 

would not apply to the new National Grid Training Facility 

component of the designation; 

b) Exclusion of the additional area (required to accommodate the 

new training facility) and/or conditions to avoid, remedy or 

mitigate the effects on the environment; and 

c) Retention of the existing designation purpose “unless further 

explanation is provided by the requiring authority about the 

proposed broader purpose”. 

20. Transpower11 has now withdrawn the part of its notice of requirement 

for the Islington substation designation that relates to the National Grid 

Training Facility because Transpower is no longer planning to move its 

training centre from its current location (Omaka).  On this basis the 

relief sought by the Council in relation to the matters set out in a) and 

b) above is no longer relevant and the Council has formally withdrawn 

these submission points12. 

21.  Over recent weeks I have had discussions with the Council (Ms Adele 

Radburnd) in relation to the remaining Council submission point which 

seeks further clarity is provided in the designation purpose (paragraph 

19.c).  These discussions have culminated in agreed amendments to 

Transpower’s designations.  This agreement in recorded in the 

Memorandum filed with the Hearings Panel on 23 January 2015. 

                                                                                                                                                   

9 Submission by Riccarton Wigram Community Board, 2 October 2014 (submission ref: 254) 

10 Submission by Christchurch City Council, 3 October 2014, page 74 (submission ref: 310) 

11 Memorandum of counsel on behalf of Transpower, 18 December 2014. 

12 Joint memorandum of counsel by Transpower and the Council dated 23 January 2015 
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22. The agreed amendments are also included as Attachment B and can 

be summarised as follows: 

a) Amendment to the Islington substation site name to reflect the 

current name of the “National Grid Operating Centre”; 

b) Amendments to the purpose of all designations to provide 

further clarity in relation to the activities that are provided for by 

the designation (including the deletion of reference to the 

training facility component at the Islington substation site); and 

c) Corrections to a minor typographical error in condition 5 

(Bromley and Addington substation designations). 

23. I acknowledge that the Council submission is only in relation to the 

Islington designation and therefore the amendments to the purpose of 

the Bromley and Addington substation designations are outside of the 

scope of relief sought by the Council.  However, it is my understanding 

that the Hearing Panel is able to modify the requirement in making its 

decision under section 171(2) of the RMA13. 

24. It is my opinion that the modifications included in the agreed version of 

Transpower’s designations are appropriate because: 

a)  They are not inconsistent with the requirement as notified and 

do not alter the nature of the designations;  

b) They provide further clarity of the purpose of the designations 

and as such I understand this is consistent with relevant case 

law14 and the Statement of Expectations;  

c) They are consistent with the terminology currently used to refer 

to the National Grid and Transpower’s assets, including the 

terminology in the NPSET and NESETA; and 

                                                        

13 As directed by clause 14(2) of the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement District 
Plan) Order 2014. 

14 Ngataringa Bay 2000 Inc v Minister of Defence (No 3) (1992) 2 NZRMA 318 (PT) 
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d) No party would be disadvantaged or adversely affected by the 

modifications. 

RELEVANT STATUTORY MATTERS 

25. Clause 14(2) of the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement 

District Plan) Order 2014 directs that in making a decision on a 

requirement, where there are modifications, the Hearings Panel must 

comply with section 171 of the RMA, treating all references to 

recommendations as references to decisions. 

26. The Hearings Panel can therefore decide to confirm, modify, impose 

conditions or withdraw the requirement15 following consideration under 

section 171(1) which states the following: 

“(1) When considering a requirement and any submissions received, a 
territorial authority must, subject to Part 2, consider the effects on 
the environment of allowing the requirement, having particular 
regard to – 
(a) any relevant provisions of –  

(i) a national policy statement: 
(ii) a New Zealand coastal policy statement: 
(iii) a regional policy statement or proposed regional policy 

statement: 
(iv) a plan or proposed plan; and 

(b) whether adequate consideration has been given to alternative 
sites, routes, or methods of undertaking the work if-  

(i) the requiring authority does not have an interest in the land 
sufficient for undertaking the work; or 

(ii) it is likely that the work will have a significant adverse effect 
on the environment; and 

(c) whether the work and designation are reasonably necessary for 
achieving the objectives of the requiring authority for which the 
designation is sought; and 

(d) any other matter the territorial authority considers reasonably 
necessary in order to make a recommendation on the 
requirement. 

SECTION 171(1) CONSIDERATION 

27. The substations, and associated facilities, subject to the designations 

have been in existence for many years, and over 100 years in the case 

                                                        

15 Section 171(2) of the RMA. 
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of Addington substation16, while the Islington and Bromley facilities 

were commissioned in the 1950’s.  The evidence of Mr Noble17 
describes the National Grid assets within Christchurch, including the 

substation facilities.  He particularly notes the importance of the 

Islington substation and National Grid Operating Centre as the central 

node for the Canterbury region, along with the north and west of the 

South Island. 

28. The sites have also been subject to designations for a number of years, 

having been “rolled over” into the operative Christchurch City District 

Plan.  The substations therefore form part of the existing environment 

for the purposes of assessing the adverse effects on the environment 

of allowing the requirement18. 

29. The amendments sought by Transpower to the existing designations 

are set out in paragraph 12 above.  These modifications, including the 

amendments agreed with the Council, amount to updates in 

terminology and references, along with further text explaining the 

purpose of the designations.  The modifications do not expand the 

extent of the designations either in area or in terms of activities that 

occur at the sites.  It is therefore my opinion that allowing the 

modifications to the existing designations, as amended by agreement 

with the Council, will not result in any new adverse effects.   

30. It is also my opinion that allowing the requirement, as amended by 

agreement with the Council, is consistent with the NPSET and 

NESETA.  In particular confirming the designation: 

a) Gives effect to the NPSET (and specifically Policies 1, 2, 5 and 

9 as set out in Attachment C) by providing for existing 

                                                        

16 Helen Reilly (2008), “Connecting the Country – New Zealand’s National Grid 1886-2007”, 
Page 41. 

17 Mr Noble, evidence in chief on behalf of Transpower New Zealand Limited, Proposal 3, 25 
November 2014, paragraph 28, pages 8 – 11. 

18 Section 171(1) of the RMA. 
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elements of the National Grid and appropriately applying the 

standards for electric and magnetic fields; and 

b) Aligns with the terminology of the NPSET and NESETA 

including by refining the purpose of the designations to reflect 

the definition of “National Grid” in the NESETA. 

31. Similarly, confirming the designations would give effect to Policy 16.3.4 

of the RPS which specifically provides for the National Grid19 by 

encouraging “a reliable and resilient national electricity transmission 

network within Canterbury”. 

32. In terms of section 171(1)(c), Transpower’s Statement of Corporate 

Intent for July 2012 to June 2015 includes the following: 

“The role of the National Grid is to enable New Zealand to achieve its 
international and local aspirations. It is vital infrastructure of critical importance 
to all New Zealand. New Zealand needs a reliable supply of electricity, 
delivered to areas of demand, in order to: 

• Sustain commercial confidence; 

• Enable economic growth and development; 

• Enable New Zealand to effectively participate and be competitive in the 
global community; and 

• Maintain and enhance the living standards of all New Zealanders.” 

The substations, and associated facilities, in Christchurch form an 

essential component of the National Grid.  Providing for the on-going 

operation, maintenance, development and upgrading of the National 

Grid (including the substations) contributes to the achievement of the 

outcomes set out in the Statement of Corporate Intent.  It is therefore 

my opinion that the designations are necessary to achieve the 

objectives of Transpower because they enable and protect these vital 

elements of the National Grid. 

33. On the basis that the substations, and associated facilities exist, and 

the designations have been given effect to, it is appropriate to continue 

to identify the facilities in the Replacement Plan in order to provide for 

                                                        

19 The RPS defines the “electricity transmission network” as exclusively the National Grid. 
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their on-going operation, maintenance, upgrading and development.  

Transpower own the designated sites, and because I have concluded 

that there will not be any adverse effects on the environment of 

allowing the requirement in paragraph 29 above, it is my opinion that 

section 171(1)(b) (that relates to a consideration of alternatives) is not 

relevant to the consideration of these designations.  Further, I am of the 

view that there are no other relevant matters that may inform a 

consideration of the designations20. 

34. In terms of Part 2 of the RMA, it is my opinion that confirming the 

designations is consistent with the sustainable management purpose of 

the RMA because the designations provide for on-going use, 

development and protection of the National Grid (being a physical 

resource) in a manner that enables people and communities to provide 

for their social and economic well-being, and health and safety through 

the provision of a safe and reliable electricity transmission network.   

35. In summary, and on the basis of the matters set out in paragraphs 27 

to 34 above, it is my opinion that it is appropriate for the Hearings 

Panel to confirm the designations as amended by the Joint 

memorandum filed on 23 January 2015. 

CONCLUSION 

36. Transpower has given notice of requirement to include its existing 

designations in the Replacement Plan, including minor amendments 

that update text and references.  Transpower and Council have 

recently agreed additional amendments that provide further explanation 

of the designations’ purpose.  None of the modifications expand the 

extent of the designations either in area or in terms of activities that 

occur at the sites. 

37. I have considered the notice of requirement to include the designations 

in the context of section 171(1) of the Resource Management Act 1991 

(RMA) and, for the reasons set out above, concluded that it is 

                                                        

20 Section 171(1)(d). 
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appropriate to confirm the designations, including the amendments 

agreed with Council.  

 

Ainsley Jean McLeod 

23 January 2015 



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

AINSLEY MCLEOD: QUALIFICATIONS, RELEVANT EXPERIENCE AND 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

- Bachelor of Arts (Geography and Anthropology), University of Otago 

- Master of Regional and Resource Planning, University of Otago 

- Full member of the New Zealand Planning Institute 

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 

1. I have over 18 years’ experience in planning practice, during which 

time I have undertaken both consenting and policy planning work.  

More specifically, I have provided advice in relation to the preparation 

of policy documents from a national through to a territorial authority 

level for a number of government (central and local), energy and 

utilities clients.  I have prepared and processed numerous applications 

for resource consents and notices of requirement for designations.  I 

have acted as an expert witness on many occasions. 

2. I am familiar with Transpower’s roles and responsibilities, having been 

responsible for Beca’s contracts to provide planning and environmental 

services to Transpower since 2001.  In this role I have provided 

planning advice in relation to new and upgraded National Grid 

transmission lines and substations.  In 2009/2010 I also completed an 

independent review of working drafts of the National Environmental 

Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities (NESETA) and 

subsequently assisted with the development of a guidance document 

on the NESETA and presented at the Ministry for the Environment 

workshops on the NESETA across New Zealand. 

3. I am generally familiar with district plan approaches to providing for 

infrastructure across New Zealand through my work for Transpower 

and other network utility operators and requiring authorities, and as a 

result of stocktake and analysis of network infrastructure provisions that 

I completed for the Ministry of Economic Development some years ago. 



 

 

4. In relation to Proposal 10, I have particular experience with 

designations, having worked with the provisions of Part 8 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) on behalf of Transpower and 

other requiring authorities over a number of years.  This has included 

as an expert witness for requiring authorities before Boards of Inquiry. 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

5. I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses 

contained in the Environment Court’s 2014 Practice Note. I have 

complied with the Practice Note when preparing my written statement 

of evidence and will do so when I give oral evidence before the 

Hearings Panel. 

6. My qualifications are set out above.  I confirm that the issues 

addressed in this brief of evidence are within my area of expertise. 

7. The data, information, facts and assumptions I have considered in 

forming my opinions are set out in my evidence.  The reasons for the 

opinions expressed are also set out in my evidence.  I have not omitted 

to consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract from 

the opinions that I express. 

 



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

DESIGNATION PROVISIONS AGREED WITH COUNCIL



 

 

 

Number  Site Name  Location  

U1 Addington Substation Corner of Princess Street 
and Whiteleigh Avenue 

U2 Bromley Substation Ruru Road 

U3 
Islington Substation and 
Systems Control National Grid 
Operating Centre 

Moffett Street, 
Gilberthorpes Road and 
Roberts Road 

 



 

 

 
Designation 
Number  

U1  

Requiring 
Authority  

Transpower New Zealand Limited  

Location  Corner of Princess Street and Whiteleigh Avenue  

Roll-over 
Designation  

Yes (with modification) 

Legacy 
Reference  

Christchurch City Plan, Volume 3, Part 12, Clause 2.5.1  

Lapse Date  Given effect to  

Underlying Zone Industrial Heavy Zone 

Map Number  38 
 

Purpose 

National Grid where National Grid means the network that transmits high-
voltage electricity in New Zealand and includes transmission lines and 
electricity substations. 

Conditions 

1. The term “building” in the following conditions shall include any 
structure whether permanent, moveable or immoveable. The term 
building shall not include a fence or wall less than 2m in height, 
structures less than 6m2 in area and less than 1.8m in height, temporary 
structures for maintenance and construction purposes, cables and 
associated ancillary fittings, lightning rods, aerials, antennae not 
exceeding 3m in diameter. 

2. Conditions (a)-(d) below shall apply only to outdoor storage areas, new 
buildings or additions to existing buildings.  

a. The maximum total floor area of all floors of all buildings on the 
site (measured to the inside of the exterior walls) shall not 
exceed an area equivalent to 1.5 times the area of the site.  

b. Any new buildings shall be set back a minimum of 6m from a 
boundary of the site with a road. 

c. No outdoor storage area shall be located within the 6m setback 
or in respect of Princess Street the setback may be reduced to 
4.7m, unless the area is otherwise screened as required by 2(d).  

d. All outdoor storage areas shall be screened from any road 
frontage of the site by buildings, close-boarded fences, or a 
continuous screen of plants that equal or exceed the height of 
any stored materials except that any close boarded fence shall 



 

 

not exceed 1.8m or outdoor storage exceed that height when 
located in the setback specified in 2(c). 

3. No facility shall cause radio frequency electromagnetic radiation in 
excess of the exposure standards in NZS 2772.1:1999, where members 
of the public may be exposed.  

4. No facility shall create exposures to power frequency electric and 
magnetic fields in areas normally accessible to the public exceeding 200 
micro teslas as measured and assessed in accordance with the 
International Commission on Non-ionising Radiation Protection 
Guidelines.  

5. All works shall comply with Transpower's code of practice: 'Oil Spill 
Management' (Issueds December 2011).  

 

Attachments 

N/A 



 

 

 
Designation 
Number  

U2  

Requiring 
Authority  

Transpower New Zealand Limited  

Location  Ruru Road, Christchurch 

Roll-over 
Designation  

Yes (with modification) 

Legacy 
Reference  

Christchurch City Plan, Volume 3, Part 12, Clause 2.5.1  

Lapse Date  Given effect to  

Underlying Zone Industrial Heavy Zone 

Map Number  33, 40 
 

Purpose 

National Grid where National Grid means the network that transmits high-
voltage electricity in New Zealand and includes transmission lines and 
electricity substations. 

Conditions 

1.  The term “building” in the following conditions shall include any 
structure whether permanent, moveable or immoveable. The term 
building shall not include a fence or wall less than 2m in height, 
structures less than 6m2 in area and less than 1.8m in height, temporary 
structures for maintenance and construction purposes, cables and 
associated ancillary fittings, lightning rods, aerials, antennae not 
exceeding 3m in diameter. 

2. Conditions (a)-(d) below shall apply only to outdoor storage areas, new 
buildings or additions to existing buildings.  

a. The maximum total floor area of all floors of all buildings on the 
site (measured to the inside of the exterior walls) shall not 
exceed an area equivalent to 1.5 times the area of the site  

b. Any new buildings shall be set back a minimum of 6m from a 
boundary of the site with a road. 

c. No outdoor storage area shall be located within the 6m setback, 
unless the area is otherwise screened as required by 2(d).  

d. All outdoor storage areas shall be screened from any road 
frontage of the site by buildings, close-boarded fences, or a 
continuous screen of plants that equal or exceed the height of 
any stored materials except that any close boarded fence shall 



 

 

not exceed 1.8m or outdoor storage exceed that height when 
located in the setback specified in 2(c). 

3. No facility shall cause radio frequency electromagnetic radiation in 
excess of the exposure standards in NZS 2772.1:1999, where members 
of the public may be exposed.  

4. No facility shall create exposures to power frequency electric and 
magnetic fields in areas normally accessible to the public exceeding 200 
micro teslas as measured and assessed in accordance with the 
International Commission on Non-ionising Radiation Protection 
Guidelines.  

5. All works shall comply with Transpower's code of practice: 'Oil Spill 
Management' (Issueds December 2011).  

 

Attachments 

N/A 



 

 

 
Designation 
Number  

U3 

Requiring 
Authority  

Transpower New Zealand Limited  

Location  Moffett Street, Gilberthorpes Road and Roberts Road 

Roll-over 
Designation  

Yes (with modification) 

Legacy 
Reference  

Christchurch City Plan, Volume 3, Part 12, Clause 2.5.1  

Lapse Date  Given effect to  

Underlying Zone Residential Suburban Zone 

Map Number  36 
 

Purpose 

- National Grid (including National Grid Training Facility), where National 
Grid means the network that transmits high-voltage electricity in New Zealand 
including transmission lines and electricity substations; and 
- National Grid Operating Centre and regional office, including the buildings 
and facilities to accommodate equipment and personnel who undertake the 
design, operation, maintenance and upgrade of the National Grid. 

Conditions 

1. The term “building” in the following conditions shall include any 
structure whether permanent, moveable or immoveable. The term 
building shall not include a fence or wall less than 2m in height, 
structures less than 6m2 in area and less than 1.8m in height, temporary 
structures for maintenance and construction purposes, cables and 
associated ancillary fittings, lightning rods, aerials, antennae not 
exceeding 1.5m diameter. 

2. Conditions (a)-(e) below shall apply only to outdoor storage areas, new 
buildings or additions to existing buildings.  

a. The maximum total floor area of all floors of all buildings on the 
site (measured to the inside of the exterior walls) shall not 
exceed an area equivalent to the area of the site. 

b. Any new buildings shall be set back a minimum of 10m from a 
boundary of the site with a road and 3m from the boundary of 
the site with a site in a Residential Zone.  

c. Any new buildings shall not project beyond a building envelope 
constructed by recession planes from points 2.3m above all site 

Comment [AXM1]: The deletion of 
this element of the designation purpose 
is in accordance with the Memorandum 
filed on behalf of Transpower on 18 
December 2014 and includes the 
deletion of Lot 1 DP 61259 from the 
legal description of the designation.  As 
a consequence the area shown as 
designated on Planning Map 36 should 
also be reduced by the removal of the 
designation notation over Lot 1 DP 
61259. 



 

 

boundaries that adjoin a site in a Residential Zone, as shown in 
diagram below.   

 

d. No outdoor storage area shall be located within the setbacks 
require in (b) above unless otherwise screened as required by 
2(e).  

e. All outdoor storage areas shall be screened from any road 
frontage of the site and any boundary of the site with a site in a 
Residential Zone by buildings, close boarded fences, or a 
continuous screen of plants, that equal or exceed the height of 
any stored materials. No outdoor storage or required screening 
(excluding planted screening) shall exceed a height of 2.3m 
within 10m of any boundary with a site in a Residential Zone or 
a height of 1.8m within 1m of any road frontage.  

3. No facility shall cause radio frequency electromagnetic radiation in 
excess of the exposure standards in NZS 2772.1:1999, where members 
of the public may be exposed.  

4. No facility shall create exposures to power frequency electric and 
magnetic fields in areas normally accessible to the public exceeding 200 
micro teslas as measured and assessed in accordance with the 
International Commission on Non-ionising Radiation Protection 
Guidelines.  

5. All works shall comply with Transpower's code of practice: 'Oil Spill 
Management' (Issued December 2011).  

 

Attachments 

N/A 

 



 

 

 



 

 

ATTACHMENT C 

PARTICULARLY RELEVANT POLICIES OF THE NPSET 

 

Policy 1 

In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must recognise and 
provide for the national, regional and local benefits of sustainable, secure and 
efficient electricity transmission. The benefits relevant to any particular project 
or development of the electricity transmission network may include: 

i) maintained or improved security of supply of electricity; or 

ii) efficient transfer of energy through a reduction of transmission losses; 
or 

iii) the facilitation of the use and development of new electricity 
generation, including renewable generation which assists in the 
management of the effects of climate change; or 

iv) enhanced supply of electricity through the removal of points of 
congestion. 

The above list of benefits is not intended to be exhaustive and a particular 
policy, plan, project or development may have or recognise other benefits. 

 

Policy 2 

In achieving the purpose of the Act, decision-makers must recognise and 
provide for the effective operation, maintenance, upgrading and development 
of the electricity transmission network. 

 

Policy 5 

When considering the environmental effects of transmission activities 
associated with transmission assets, decision-makers must enable the 
reasonable operational, maintenance and minor upgrade requirements of 
established electricity transmission assets. 

 

Policy 9 

Provisions dealing with electric and magnetic fields associated with the 
electricity transmission network must be based on the International 
Commission on Non-ioninsing Radiation Protection Guidelines for limiting 
exposure to time varying electric magnetic fields (up to 300 GHz) (Health 
Physics, 1998, 74(4): 494-522) and recommendations from the World Health 
Organisation monograph Environment Health Criteria (No 238, June 2007) or 
revisions thereof and any applicable New Zealand standards or national 
environmental standards. 
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