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May it please the Panel: 
 
1. Transpower New Zealand Ltd’s (Transpower) notice of requirement to 

include designations in the Proposed Christchurch Replacement District 

Plan (the Replacement Plan) relates to three existing National Grid 

Substations: Addington, Islington, and Bromley.1 Transpower’s notice of 

requirement sought minor amendments to references, conditions, and 

terminology.  

2. Five submissions were lodged in relation to Transpower’s designations. 

These submissions have either been withdrawn,2 were in support or 

neutral,3 or in the case of the Christchurch City Council’s (the Council) 
submission an agreement has been reached in relation to the proposed 

changes, and the two outstanding submission points have been 

withdrawn.4  

Legal framework 

3. Clause 14(2) of the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement 

District Plan) Order 2014 provides that in making a decision on a 

requirement, the Hearings Panel must: 

(a) In relation to a designation or requirement for a designation, 

comply with section 171 of the RMA as if the panel were a 

territorial authority; and… 

(c) Treat all references to a recommendation in sections 171 and 191 

of the RMA as references to a decision. 

                                                
1 Proposed Christchurch City District Plan – Notice of Requirement to Include 
Designations prepared for Transpower New Zealand Ltd dated 14 August 2014 
2 Chas S Luney Ltd and Keighley Property Ltd via email to the Hearings Panel and other 
parties, 15 January 2015.  
3 Further submissions by Canterbury District Health Board, October 2014, Page 38 and 
39 (further submission ref: FS-1443) and Submission by Riccarton Wigram Community 
Board, 2 October 2014 (submission ref: 254). 
4 Joint memorandum of counsel dated 23 January 2015. The Council withdraw its 
submission point because Transpower has withdrawn the National Grid Training Facility 
component for the Islington substation which the submission point related to. 
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4. When considering a requirement and any submissions received, the 

Hearings Panel must consider the effects on the environment of allowing 

the requirement,5 having particular regard to specified matters which are 

set out and discussed in the evidence of Ms Ainsley McLeod.6 
Importantly, the Substations form part of the existing environment for the 

purposes of assessing the adverse effects on the environment of 

allowing the requirement.7 

5. Section 171(2) of the RMA provides that the Hearings Panel may 

confirm, modify, impose conditions on, or withdraw the requirement. 

Proposed amendments to designation purpose 

6. Transpower has sought modification to its three designations to be 

included in the Replacement Plan to change their purpose from 

"Electricity Substation" to "National Grid".  Through mediation 

Transpower and the Council have agreed that the following further 

description should be provided in the Replacement Plan to better explain 

what is meant by the term ‘National Grid’: 

National Grid where National Grid means the network that 

transmits high-voltage electricity in New Zealand and includes 

transmission lines and electricity substations  

7. In addition to the above amendment, Transpower and the Council 

propose a further amendment to the purpose of the U3 designation to 

refer to:  

National Grid Operating Centre and regional office, including the 

buildings and facilities to accommodate equipment and personnel 

who undertake the design, operation, maintenance and upgrade of 

the National Grid. 

8. This change has been proposed in light of the clarification sought in the 

Council’s submission to the purpose of the U3 designation.  The change 

has also been made to reflect activities that currently occur on that site.   

                                                
5 Section 171(1) of the RMA 
6 Paragraph 26 to 35, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley McLeod dated 23 January 2015 
7 Paragraph 28, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley McLeod dated 23 January 2015 
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9. Ms McLeod highlights in her evidence that these proposed changes 

provide further clarity of the purpose of the designations which she 

understands is consistent with case law, and the Statement of 

Expectations.8 

Proposed amendments to conditions 

10. Several amendments are proposed to the conditions to: 

(a) Refer to “any new” buildings in relation to setback requirements 

and not projecting beyond a building envelope; 

(b) Refer to no facility shall “cause” radio frequency electromagnetic 

radiation in excess of the standard “where members of the public 

may be exposed”;  

(c) Change from 100 to 200 micro teslas because the International 

Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) 

guidelines revised the public exposure limit from 100 to 200 μT 

(micro tesla);9 and 

(d) Change the reference to the code of practice for “Oil Spill 

Management” so the latest version is cited. 

11. We note that Policy 9 of the National Policy Statement on Electricity 

Transmission 2008 states that provisions dealing with electric and 

magnetic fields must be based on ICNIRP guidelines “or revisions 

thereof”. The proposed amendments ensure this is the case. 

12. The proposed amendments to conditions do not expand the extent of the 

designations either in area or in terms of activities that occur at the sites. 

Ms McLeod considers that the amendments included in the agreed 

version of Transpower’s designations are appropriate because they are 

not inconsistent with the requirement as notified, do not alter the nature 

                                                
8 Paragraph 24, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley McLeod dated 23 January 2015 
9 These guidelines are the basis of this public exposure limit for electric and magnetic 
fields, and were re-issued in 2010. The Ministry of Health recommends this revised limit.  
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of the designations, and no party would be adversely affected by the 

modifications.10 

 

 

 
________________________________ 
 
AJL Beatson/ NJ Garvan 
Counsel for Transpower New Zealand Limited 
 
9 February 2015 

 

                                                
10 Paragraph 24, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley McLeod dated 23 January 2015 
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