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May it please the Panel: 
 
1. We note all of Transpower New Zealand Limited’s (Transpower) 

submission points in relation to natural hazards have been resolved, as 

per the Planning Expert Witness Conferencing Statement Regarding 

Chapter 5 – Natural Hazards (Expert Conferencing Statement).1  

2. Ms Ainsley McLeod, planning witness for Transpower, explained in her 

evidence that the amendments agreed at expert conferencing are 

consistent with the original relief sought by Transpower and the 

amendments are supported by her.2 No submitters have sought to 

cross-examine Ms McLeod.3 

3. Transpower’s submission on Proposal 5 is limited to three provisions: 

Policy 5.2.2; Rule 5.8.1.1 (P7), and Rule 5.8.3.1 (P5). 

4. The Expert Conferencing Statement version of Chapter 5 includes 

agreed amendments to Policy 5.2.2(a) concerning critical infrastructure. 

These amendments seek to clarify what the notified policy means in 

terms of “reasonable location”, in order to ensure that “reasonable” does 

not imply technically feasible but not necessarily the most efficient or 

effective alternative.4 As highlighted by Ms McLeod, these agreed 

amendments achieve the relief sought by Transpower and give effect to 

higher order planning instruments.5  

5. The Expert Conferencing Statement version of Chapter 5 also includes 

agreed amendments to Rules 5.8.1.1 (P7) and 5.8.3.1 (P5). These rules 

provide for support structures for overhead transmission lines, as 

permitted activities in residential, industrial and commercial zones (Floor 

Level and Fill Management Area). The agreed amendments have the 

effect of expanding the permitted activity status to include utilities (as 
                                                
1 Dated 29 January 2015. 
2 Paragraph 4, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley Jean McLeod dated 20 February 2015. 
3 The Council did initially seek to cross-examine Ms McLeod but it was subsequently 
withdrawn (e-mail to secretariat on Thursday 26 February 2015). 
4 Paragraph 12, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley Jean McLeod dated 20 February 2015. 
5 Paragraph 14, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley Jean McLeod dated 20 February 2015. 
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defined) and LPG storage tanks. As emphasised by Ms McLeod, the 

amendments achieve the relief sought by Transpower because the rules 

continue to appropriately recognise the need to maintain, upgrade, and 

develop the National Grid (being a utility as defined by the Replacement 

Plan).6 This gives effect to policies 2 and 5 of the National Policy 

Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008.  

6. We have reviewed the questions the Hearings Panel would like the 

Council and the Crown/CERA to address (and other parties if they 

wish).7 While these are interesting questions we do not consider there is 

a need to comment on behalf of Transpower given the questions do not 

relate to Policy 5.2.2, and the agreed rules that are relevant to 

Transpower do not have any performance standards attached (which is 

an issue raised by one of the questions under section 5 of the Minute of 

the Hearings Panel).8 

7. We have signalled that Ms McLeod is available to respond to any 

questions from the Hearings Panel, but given that there is agreement 

amongst the experts in relation to the relief sought by Transpower we do 

not propose to appear.  Transpower may wish to file closing submissions 

in the event any matter arises that is material to Transpower’s 

submission. 

 

 
 
________________________________ 
 
AJL Beatson/ NJ Garvan 
Counsel for Transpower New Zealand Limited 
 
10 March 2015 

                                                
6 Paragraph 17, Statement of Evidence of Ainsley Jean McLeod dated 20 February 2015. 
7 Minute concerning aspects of Natural Hazards proposal dated 27 February 2015 
8 Paragraph 10 of Section 5, Minute concerning aspects of Natural Hazards proposal 
dated 27 February 2015 
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