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MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT LIMITED

May it please the Panel:

1 We act for Christchurch International Airport Limited (CIAL).

2 Post the informal pre-hearing meeting on 29 October 2014 we are in 
the process of finalising the evidence which will be given for CIAL on 
the strategic directions chapter in support of its submission.

3 CIAL intends to call evidence from:

3.1 an economist;

3.2 company evidence;  and

3.3 a planner

as well as presenting legal submissions.

4 Over the past 15 years CIAL has been actively involved in a number 
of planning processes involving both Christchurch City Council (CCC) 
and Environment Canterbury as well as the Environment Court.  In 
more recent years it has called expert economic evidence from 
Mr Philip Osborne of Property Economics Limited.  

5 It wishes to call economic evidence from Mr Osborne in support of it 
submission on the strategic directions chapter of the City Plan and in 
particular to support the additional relief it seeks that the policies 
which relate to strategic infrastructure should be strengthened.

6 CIAL had expected to call evidence from Mr Osborne.  They have 
approached Mr Osborne’s firm and he is ready, able and willing to 
provide evidence but has flagged the issue that he will also be 
giving expert evidence for CCC.

7 There have been discussions between counsel for CIAL and CCC and 
the general understanding of the situation is that Mr Osborne’s 
evidence for the City will be a general level and is unlikely to 
address in detail matters addressed in CIAL’s submission.  Therefore 
CIAL wishes to obtain evidence from Mr Osborne which is more 
detailed and specific than that duly given by him for the City and 
which will specifically address CIAL’s submission on strategic 
directions.

8 CCC has expressed concerns about the prospect of an independent 
expert who is providing evidence in this part of the City’s case also 
giving more detailed evidence on behalf of a submitter, particularly 
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in terms of an adverse perception arising about the objectivity and 
impartiality of that witness.  Such perceptions could be held by 
either the Panel or other submitters.  In this case the evidence to be 
given for CIAL is more detailed and expands on what would be 
included in the general City evidence.

9 The concerns expressed by the CCC create difficulties because the 
timeframe is very short and CIAL with its long history of 
involvement with Mr Osborne had relied on him being available to 
give evidence for it in circumstances where the evidence he would 
give for CIAL is unlikely to be contradictory to the evidence to be 
given by CCC.  

10 The purpose of this memorandum therefore is to raise the issue with 
the Panel and seek confirmation and ask for the Panel to provide 
some assurance to CCC that there is no difficulty with an 
independent expert giving evidence for both CCC and an individual 
submitter where the position of those parties does not conflict.

11 The alternative to CIAL is to obtain another economic witness and in 
the timeframes under which this hearing is being conducted, and 
the long history that CIAL has with Mr Osborne, that would be an 
unsatisfactory outcome.  

12 Moreover it will simply result in all of Mr Osborne’s previous 
statements being put to him in cross-examination which would be 
inefficient if a short brief of evidence tailored specifically to these 
hearings can be obtained from him, without compromising his 
objectivity and ability to fulfil his duties as an expert witness.

Dated:  6 November 2014

JM Appleyard 
Counsel for Christchurch 
International Airport Limited


