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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 My full name is Sara Louise Templeton.  I am the Chairperson of the 

Hagley/Ferrymead Community Board and am presenting on behalf of the 

Board. 

 

1.2 The Board has submitted on several sections of Chapter 3: Strategic 

Directions and Chapter 1:9 Strategic Outcomes, however this written 

statement and evidence concentrates on requested changes to the wording of 

section: 3.4.4.1 Water/wai Supply.  

 

 

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

2.1 While Christchurch is a city in transition, with earthquake rebuild, a proposed 

District Plan and a Long Term Plan being developed, now is the time to 

acknowledge the real challenges that the city faces in the future, not just the 

immediate challenges of the rebuild.  Further references to climate change 

and population increase are needed in 3.4.4.1 to ensure that the city takes a 

long term view of its water supply.  

 

2.2 The Board is not seeking significant wording changes but that the section is 

amended to reflect the impact of climate and population change on the 

entirety of Christchurch rather than just Banks Peninsula as in the proposed 

Plan.  This is supported by evidence from the National Institute of Water and 

Atmospheric Research, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and 

the Christchurch City Council Water Supply Strategy 2009-2039. 
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3. WATER/WAI SUPPLY 

 

3.1 While Christchurch is a city in transition, with earthquake rebuild, a proposed 

District Plan and a Long Term Plan being developed, now is the time to 

acknowledge the real challenges that the city faces in the future, not just the 

immediate challenges of the rebuild.  Further references to climate change 

and population increase are needed in 3.4.4.1 Water/wai supply to ensure 

that the city takes a long term view of its water supply.  

 

3.2 The Proposed District plan states in 3.4.4.1 that, “A key issue is to ensure that 

these resources are managed sustainably and continue to be made available 

for both the existing community and for future generations to enjoy.”  The 

Board agree with this and note that Christchurch has also been made one of 

the first 33 Resilient Cities in the Rockefeller 100 Resilient Cities network.  As 

the Council works towards implementing a comprehensive resilience plan we 

need to make sure that all of Council’s plans recognise the risks and issues 

we face.  

 

3.3 Other sections of Chapter 3 make reference to climate changes, most notably 

3.4.5 Addressing the consequences of natural hazards, and the Board submit 

that as an essential resource for the city, our water supply should as well.   

 

3.4 3.4.5 states that, “the District Plan must address and manage the risks of 

natural hazards, including the management of low probability but high 

consequence events and events arising from long-term trends.”  While it 

makes reference to sea level rise as a result of climate change and more 

frequent, intense rainfall event, it is also just as relevant to a higher likelihood 

of drought. 

 

3.5 Earlier this year the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released 

its latest report (Appendix 1  1).  In the Summary for Policymakers it stated 

that:  

 

                                                 
1 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - IPCC, 2013: Summary for Policymakers. In: Climate Change 
2013: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 
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 “Each of the last three decades has been successively warmer at the Earth’s 

surface than any preceding decade since 1850,” and that, “Human influence 

on the climate system is clear. This is evident from the increasing greenhouse 

gas concentrations in the atmosphere, positive radiative forcing, observed 

warming, and understanding of the climate system.” 

 

3.6 The IPCC has now stated that, “Warming of the climate system is 

unequivocal, and since the 1950s, many of the observed changes are 

unprecedented over decades to millennia. The atmosphere and ocean have 

warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished, sea level has risen, 

and the concentrations of greenhouse gases have increased.”  It has also 

noted that, “Changes in the global water cycle in response to the warming 

over the 21st century will not be uniform. The contrast in precipitation 

between wet and dry regions and between wet and dry seasons will 

increase.” 

 

3.7 New Zealand’s National Institute for Water and Atmosphere (NIWA) has 

released specific data for New Zealand (Appendix 2  2) which indicates that 

the climate in Christchurch is projected to warm by 2 degrees by 2080-2099 

with a corresponding decrease in rainfall of 2 percent.  

 

3.8 Also, in its study on drought for the Ministry for Primary Industries 

(Appendix 3  3) it stated that, “Between 2070 and 2090, that overall trend will 

intensify to the point where most of the country – with the likely exception of 

the West Coast of the South Island – will experience more time in drought. 

Even under very mild climate change, the Canterbury Plains will experience 

more frequent droughts.” 

 

3.9 In section 3.2.4 Longer-term population change, the proposed District Plan 

notes that the districts population is due to increase by 130 000 by 2041, in 

line with Statistics New Zealand projections.  

 

                                                 
2 National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research - Webpage Excerpt:  New climate change projections 
released for New Zealand. 
 
3 Ministry for Primary Industries National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research - Publication:  Drought in a 
Changing Climate. 
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3.10 In 2009 the Christchurch City Council adopted its Water Supply Strategy for 

2009-2039 (Appendix 4, separate document  4).  It is based on excellent 

research and analysis and concluded that both population increase and 

climate change were significant risks for Christchurch’s water supply.  In 

4.4.1.1 of the Strategy it states that “Despite a common perception that water 

is an abundant natural resource in Christchurch and the Canterbury region, 

there are limits to the quantity of water that the Council can take sustainably.”  

 

3.11 With reference to climate change in 4.4.1.2 of the Strategy it states that, 

“Should drought conditions prevail with reduced available surface water, the 

quantity of water that is available from bore that are hydraulically connected 

to surface water will be impacted on,” and that, “A rise in sea level could 

impact on coastal wells by increasing the potential for landward movement of 

the freshwater/sea water interface.” 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 Christchurch City Council Water Supply Strategy 2009-2039 
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4. RELIEF SOUGHT 

 

4.1 Noting the evidence on climate change and its impacts on Christchurch’s 

water supply of decreased rainfall, increased temperature and sea level rise, 

and the likely pressure that increased population will bring on the taonga, the 

Hagley/Ferrymead Community Board request for the following relief: 

 

  3.4.4.1 Water/wai supply 

 a. Water/wai is a taonga valued by the community. This includes the 

 high quality of the district's drinking water supplies, particularly within 

 urban Christchurch. A key issue is to ensure that these resources are 

 sustainably managed and continue to be available for both the existing 

 community and future generations to enjoy. This requires careful 

 management of development above the semi-confined and confined 

 aquifers below the city and near spring/puna and stream-fed water 

 supply sources in Banks Peninsula/Te Pātaka o Rakaihautu. Another 

 Other issues in Banks Peninsula/Te Pātaka o Rakaihautu is include 

 the pressure that can be placed on drinking water supplies by 

 additional development and population increases particularly in   

 summer. and the impact of warmer, drier summers due to climate 

 change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sara Templeton 

Chairperson, Hagley/Ferrymead Community Board 

25 November 2014 
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