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In the Matter of the Canterbury Earthquake 
(Christchurch Replacement District Plan) 
Order 2014 and Resource Management Act 
1991 
 
And  
 
In the Matter Pre Hearing Report and 
Directions pursuant to cl 3(4) and cl 4(4) of 
Schedule 3 of the Order 
 
 
 
 

MINUTE FOLLOWING ISSUE OF PRE HEARING REPORT AND DIRECTIONS 
 
 

1. A pre hearing meeting for the first hearing on the Strategic Directions Chapter was 
conducted on Thursday 13th November 2014.   A copy of the transcript from the pre 
hearing meeting is available on the Panel’s website www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz . 

 
2. A report was circulated in accordance with Clause 3(4) of Schedule 3 to the Order 

that included Directions for the forthcoming hearing due to commence on 2 
December 2014 by email on 16th November. 

 
3. An email dated 17th November has been received from Counsel on behalf of the 

Christchurch City Council raising the issue scope of the hearing.  In particular noting,  
 

a. That submitters and further submitters on the reliant definitions were not 
invited to the pre hearing meeting. 
 

b. That the Council was of the impression in reference to Appendix B that only 
the Primary definitions were included in Hearing 1.  We understand that 
Counsel is referring to the Core definitions listed in Appendix B.  Counsel 
refers to the list of parties invited to the pre hearing. 

 
 
Paragraph 7 and 8 of the Pre Hearing Report recorded the following;  
 

 
(7) “All parties are agreed that the matters to be heard at the first hearing are 
limited to Chapter 3 Strategic Directions, Strategic Outcomes in Chapter 1 
clause 9.1 and 9.2 and all related definitions in Chapter 2.  A list of the 
definitions in the District Plan which form part of the Strategic Directions 
were provided by Ms Scott for the Council to the Secretariat.  These 
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definitions are attached as Appendix “B” for reference.  Submitters on these 
definitions were invited to the pre hearing meeting and have been served with 
the Notice of Hearing.  

 
(8) “Having heard from the parties it was agreed that the Panel will approach 
the definitions issue on the basis that the parties are able to address and call 
evidence on definitions relevant to Strategic Direction, recognising that 
Strategic Directions are somewhat more high level and it is more in that 
setting we would be looking to consider evidence about that.  And also 
recognising that there may well be a need, under the reconsideration powers1, 
to come back to any decisions that we have to make about definitions in the 
Strategic Directions chapter.” 
 

 
4. Due to an administrative error there are a number of submitters and further 

submitters on the definitions who were not invited to the pre hearing meeting. The 
Secretariat is directed to serve these submitters and further submitters with the 
Notice of Hearing for Hearing 1, Pre Hearing Report and this Minute immediately.   

 
5. To the extent that any submitter or further submitter may have been surprised by 

receiving the Notice of Hearing or the Pre Hearing Report we wish to assure those 
submitters that they are entitled to be heard on their submission and will be afforded 
the same hearing rights as any other submitter and further submitter.  They may be 
heard and call evidence at the Strategic Directions Hearing, to the extent that their 
submission is relevant to the Strategic Directions matters.  If they prefer to present 
their submission and any evidence at a later hearing when the provisions of the Plan 
that their submission relates more directly to is held then they are entitled to do so.   
The Panel may exercise its power of reconsideration provided for in clause 13(5) of 
the Order in Council to revisit earlier decisions made on definitions.  As noted at the 
pre hearing meeting the issue of dealing with definitions as they arise on a hearing 
by hearing basis is a complexity that has been introduced by the Terms of Reference 
and Order in Council process but it has been anticipated by the inclusion of the 
reconsideration power.   

 
6. The distinction between primary (core) submitters and related reliant definition 

submitters was not raised by the Counsel at the pre hearing other than in the context 
discussed above2.  The Panel understood that all of the definitions referred to in the 
Strategic Directions Chapter, including those which are relied upon in the definitions 
themselves are in issue and will be considered as part of the Strategic Directions 
hearing but that the approach outlined in paragraph 8 was agreed by all parties at the 
pre hearing. 

 

                                                           
1 Cl 13(5) Order in Council 
2 The Core definitions are those words or phrases used in the Strategic Directions Chapter that are defined in the 
Plan and the reliant definitions are those words and phrases that are relied upon in the core definitions theselves. 
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7. The Directions issued in the Pre Hearing Report and Directions for Hearing 1 stand.  
 

 Dated this 17 day of November 2014 
 

 
 
The Honourable Sir John Hansen 
Chair 


