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INTRODUCTION  

1. My full name is Kevin Peter Daly. I currently hold the position of LPG Engineering 

Manager at Contact Energy Limited and before that I held this position at Rockgas 

Limited (a Contact subsidiary). I have been in this role since 1996. 

2. My role includes the managing of all aspects of LPG engineering including the 

construction of all LPG bulk tank installations, road tankers and the LPG reticulation 

network and the maintenance of these assets over their lifetime.   

3. I serve on the Technical Committee of the New Zealand LPG Association and am 

active in the area of development of industry standards. 

4. As part of my role I have been asked to provide evidence addressing particular points 

relating to the provision for hazardous substances in Proposal 12 Hazardous 

Substances and Contaminated Land of the proposed Christchurch Replacement 

District Plan (the Proposed Plan).  

THRESHOLDS FOR LPG  

5. In its submission, Rockgas expressed a concern that the thresholds for LPG in the 

Activity Status Table were set too low in relation to Group 1 and 3 Zones.  Rockgas’s 

submission sought the following relief in relation to the thresholds for the storage of 

LPG: 

Amend the thresholds for LPG as follows: 

Group 1 Zones < 6 tonnes (6,000kg) 

Group 3 Zones < 0.3 tonnes (300kg) 

 

Group 1 Zones - Industrial 

6. I understand that Council has agreed to a threshold of 4 tonnes (4,000kg) in relation to 

Group 1 Zones.  I support that outcome as an appropriate compromise.  

 Group 3 Zones - Residential 

 

7. I understand that Council has proposed that the threshold in relation to Group 3 Zones 
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be increased from the as notified 0.1 tonnes (100kg) to 0.2 tonnes (200kg).  This 

addresses Rockgas’s concerns in relation to residential activities in residential zones, 

but does not resolve the concern in relation to the numerous small businesses in 

residential zones.  For instance, small businesses, such as fish and chip shops, motels 

or laundrettes, are often located in residential zones and will typically have up to 0.3 

tonnes (300kg) of LPG.  

8. I consider it would be appropriate to set the threshold at a level which avoids the need 

for a resource consent associated with such activities.  Amounts up to and including 

300kg are well covered by the requirements of HSNO and regulations. 

9. The HSNO regulations provide appropriate and specific controls for LPG which are 

proportionate to the quantity of hazardous substances stored, for example: 

 Minimum isolation distances to boundaries, buildings, sources of ignition, 
openings into buildings, drains etc.; 

 Cylinder foundation, restraint and security of cylinders; 

 Emergency management and labelling/signage; 

 Fire protection; 

 Location requirements for exchange cylinders v insitu filled cylinders; 

 Minimum qualifications for delivering, exchanging or filling cylinders; 

 Rules covering cylinder and valve design, standard of maintenance and 
periodic testing. 
 

  

10. Cylinder installations and pipework are gas fitting which adds additional controls under 

the Gas (Safety and Measurement) Amendment Regulations 2011. In addition, all 

installations over 100kg require a Location Certificate Test Certificate and gas 

companies are required to ensure they have a copy of this before making a delivery. 

 

11. Further, the effect of requiring the 200 kg limit will be that a greater number of 

deliveries, greater truck movements and connections have to be made. This will create 

a higher level of unnecessary risk in the handling of LPG.  It will also limit the rate of 

gas draw off particularly in cold conditions which would result in appliance performance 

issues when there is large gas demand.  A further consequence of this will be the need 

to refill cylinders before they are empty leading to more deliveries. 
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12. I would therefore suggest that the threshold for commercial activities in residential 

zones be increased to 0.3 tonnes (300kg) as sought in Rockgas’s submission. This was 

the previous threshold and is appropriate in my view. There seems no reason why the 

Proposed Plan as notified has reduced it.  

13.  An alternative approach to address commercial activities in residential zones could be 

to allow variation between activities within Zone 3. That is, for residential activities the 

proposed limit of 0.2 tonnes (200kg) would apply. For commercial activities the limit of 

0.3 tonnes (300 kg) would apply.  

  
 

 


