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MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT LIMITED IN RELATION TO PRIVATE PLAN CHANGE 

REQUEST BY MEMORIAL AVENUE INVESTMENTS LIMITED 

 

May it please the Hearing Panel: 

Introduction 

1 This memorandum is filed on behalf of Christchurch International 

Airport Limited (CIAL) as: 

1.1 a submitter (863) and further submitter (F-1359) in relation 

to the proposed District Plan Review; and 

1.2 a submitter in relation to the private plan change request by 

Memorial Avenue Investments Limited (MAIL) to rezone land 

at the corner of Memorial Avenue and Russley Road from its 

current Rural zoning to a new Industrial Park zone. 

2 This memorandum is provided in support of the memorandum 

provided by the “Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority for and 

on behalf of the Crown” (the Crown) dated 5 February 2015) 

seeking that the hearing of the MAIL plan change be determined as 

a part of the ‘phase 2’ hearing process. 

Reasons for support 

3 Without wishing to duplicate the detailed reasons put forward by the 

Crown (which are adopted), the following issues/reasons are of 

particular interest to CIAL: 

3.1 the pending release of a decision on plan change 84, which is 

intended to provide clarity over the activities that can occur 

within the Special Purpose (Airport) Zone (SPAZ).  Knowledge 

of the final nature of activities that can be carried out within 

the SPAZ will usefully inform the extent of infrastructure 

constraints and the potential impact on other activities in the 

wider area;  

3.2 the interface between the plan provisions applying to that 

part of the MAIL site also included within the CIAL designation 

roll-over (with modification) and which relates to the Runway 

End Protection Area (REPA) for the eastern end of the 11/29 

runway at Christchurch International Airport (noting that the 

final provisions of the designation roll-over, if approved, are 

not known); and 

3.3 the need for integrated decision making in respect of the four 

nearby greenfield priority areas (including the MAIL site) that 

are identified in the Land Use Recovery Plan (again potentially 
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impacting on the provision of infrastructure and land uses in 

the wider area, including those at Christchurch International 

Airport). 

4 Within the above it is further emphasised that the issue of 

infrastructure appears to be a key issue in respect of the MAIL plan 

change.  It is also one that is acknowledged in the plan change itself 

through, for example, proposed Rule 16.4.5.2.9 (which in short 

states that until the Riccarton Interceptor Sewer is upgraded, there 

shall be no discharge of wastewater to the Christchurch City Council 

(CCC) wastewater network).  It is CIAL’s view that the issue of the 

interceptor sewer upgrade is much wider than the MAIL site – the 

extent of any available capacity to an individual development and 

the appropriateness of rezoning can only be determined with 

knowledge of the extent of development in the wider area. 

5 As a final matter, in terms of the implications of delay in the plan 

change being brought to hearing (or the potential for prejudice to 

MAIL or any other entity), it is noted that the infrastructure report 

provided by MAIL alongside the plan change indicates that the 

required CCC sewer upgrades will not be in place until 2019. 

6 Given the above there does not appear to be any urgency in terms 

of hearing the plan change request. 

 

Dated:  11 February 2015 

 

 

Jo Appleyard / Ben Williams  

Counsel for Christchurch 

International Airport Limited 

 

 


