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INTRODUCTION  

 

1. My name is Laura Catherine Buttimore. 

 

2. I am a Consultant Planner with Resource Management Group Ltd (RMG), an urban 

and environmental planning consultancy, based in Christchurch. 

3. My qualifications and experience are set out in my earlier Residential evidence I 

provided on behalf of the University dated 25th of March 2015.  

4. I have read the Expert Witness Code of Conduct set out in the Environment Court’s 

Practice Note 2014.  I have complied with the Code of Conduct in preparing this 

evidence and I agree to comply with it while giving oral evidence before the Hearing 

Panel.  Except where I state that I am relying on the evidence of another person, this 

written evidence is within my area of expertise.  I have not omitted to consider material 

facts known to me that might alter or detract from the opinions expressed in this 

evidence. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

5. The University of Canterbury plays a significant role in the local and regional economy. 

The University is one of New Zealand’s leading universities and as of 31 December 

2013, it had approximately 12,000 full time equivalent students and 1600 full time staff 

and 1800 part time staff. The University is a key employer within Christchurch.  

 

6. The University campus suffered damage to a number of buildings as a result of the 

Canterbury Earthquakes. As a result of this they have established a repair and rebuild 

programme designed to return the campus to pre earthquake positions. This 

programme is anticipated to extend until 2022.  

 
7. The majority of the campus is zoned Cultural 4 in the operative City Plan and is 

proposed to be Specific Purpose (Tertiary Education Zone) in phase 2 of the proposed 

Christchurch Replacement District Plan (pCRDP). 

 
8. The University has the following OIC approvals in place: 
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 RMA92017974 – temporary education accommodation on the Dovedale village 

(129 Waimairi Road); 

 RMA92017975 – temporary education accommodation on the Kirkwood Village 

(90 Ilam Road); and 

 RMA92019007 – temporary building for the University of Canterbury Student 

Association (UCSA) (90 Ilam Road). 

 

All approvals provide for the above activities until April 2016.  

 
9. The University repair and rebuild programme is considered to be quite separate and 

isolated from the central Christchurch rebuild. The buildings and activities provided for 

by the OIC approvals are a key element of the programme. This is particularly so in 

the case of the temporary Dovedale and Kirkwood villages that provide decanting 

space for staff and students as various buildings around the campus are repaired or 

rebuilt. 

 
10. Given this I consider temporary activity provisions can apply directly to the University 

Zone (Cultural 4/Specific Purpose Tertiary Education Zone) and provide for temporary 

activities until April 2022 without having any adverse impact on the repair and rebuild 

of the Central City and other commercial and industrial centres. Therefore the 

submission made for the University of Canterbury sought the following additions to this 

chapter: 

 

 Insertion of a rule providing for an education or tertiary education activity, within 

the Specific Purpose (Tertiary Education) Zone, that has a specific Order in 

Council approval under the Canterbury Earthquake (Resource Management 

Act Permitted Activities) be extended to April 2022 as a permitted activity.  

 Insertion of a rule providing for an education or tertiary education activity, within 

the Specific Purpose (Tertiary Education) Zone to occur until April 2022 

provided the activity meets the relevant specified activity specific standards.  

 

11. I consider that these amendments have been provided for within the amended version 

of this chapter as appended to Mr Eman’s evidence dated 12 June 2015. In addition I 

support the comments and conclusions made in Mr Eman’s evidence at paragraphs 

5.22 to 5.24.  
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12. Given Mr Eman and I are in agreement that the University warrants specific provisions 

managing temporary activities occurring within the campus, the University of 

Canterbury were supportive of the joint memorandum, Mr Eman’s evidence and the 

revised changes to Chapter 6A, 6B and 6C (specifically 6A) of the proposed 

Christchurch Replacement District Plan (pCRDP).  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

13. I consider that the relief sought from the University in relation to providing for temporary 

education and tertiary education and research activities within the Specific Purpose 

(Tertiary Education) Zone while the University undergo their rebuild program, is 

consistent with strategic directions chapter of the pCRDP.  

 

14. I believe the changes provided to Chapter 6A as outlined in Mr Eman’s evidence dated 

12 June appropriately provide for the relief sought from the University. Given this I 

support Mr Eman’s evidence.  

 
 

 

Laura Buttimore 

26 June 2015 

 

 

 

 


