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Chapter 6 General Rules -Noise 

Dear Sirs 

Re: Christchurch Replacement District Plan: Chapter 6 General Rules 

Engine testing noise contour lines 

I am writing to the Independent Hearings Panel to express my concern and dissatisfaction 

with the way the Hearing process is being obstructed by the CIAL in regards to the sharing of 

information as anticipated in discussions, post the 10 August Pre Hearing meeting. 

 

It was my understanding that the CIAL agreed that if questions on engine testing contour 

lines were submitted through the Christchurch City Council, to the CIAL,  a meeting would be 

convened for submitters/ Christchurch City Council and CIAL to discuss the issue informally. 

 

Extract from email 12 August from Glenda Dixon, Senior Planner, Christchurch City 

Council to CIAL and submitters 

"I spoke to Rhys Boswell last week, and we agreed to meet soon to identify/discuss 

the further info that submitters on engine testing are requesting. We also both 

thought it would probably be a good idea for an agreed statement of facts to be 

appended to CCC evidence.... 

 

Following meeting with CIAL soon,  I anticipate that I will organise informal 

 meeting(s) with submitters (who include CIAL) to talk about the issues and see if 

there is any common ground... 

  

Given the second Prehearing conference is in late October and CCC needs to file a 

statement of issues with the Panel/Secretariat before that, I expect to be setting up 

meeting(s) with submitters in September. " 

Extract from email 25 August Glenda Dixon to CIAL and submitters 



Re: Christchurch District Replacement Plan Chapter 6 2 
 

"The purpose of the list ( of questions)  is to form the basis for further discussion 

between all the parties on engine testing provisions in the District Plan,  ahead of the 

next prehearing meeting on 29 October this year. Rhys Boswell from CIAL also agreed 

with me just before the last pre-hearing meeting on 10 August,  that it would be a 

good idea if CCC were to  append a statement of agreed facts." 

 

Extract from email 27 August Glenda Dixon to CIAL and submitters 

"...the need to make progress on key issues before the next pre-hearing meeting on 

29 October, we need to be reasonable about the extent and detail of the questions 

we are seeking further information on." 

 

Despite these commitments by email that an informal discussion would take place to 

address the questions of the submitters, CIAL have not seen fit to participate in an 

information-sharing process.  

 

On 21 October, the CIAL emailed the Marshal Day Report which did not address the 

questions put forward by the submitters apart from details on how the "initial 

recommendations were formulated".   

 

I am of the opinion that with respect to Chapter 6 General Engine testing noise contour lines, 

the CIAL is frustrating the process by promising to address questions but not delivering. 

 

I feel therefore that the process has been obstructed deliberately by the CIAL, leaving 

submitters without the facts that would normally be part of the shared information that the 

Hearing procedure promotes. 

 

As a consequence, the Hearings Panel may opt in their Pre Hearing Report to direct that 

expert meetings will be required.  Unfortunately however, it is my understanding that as a 

submitter, I cannot also be an expert witness.  (As such, I would not be eligible to attend an 

expert meeting).  I therefore seek your advice and consideration of allowing me to attend 

any such expert meetings as you may direct because the opportunity for submitters to have 

access to facts and shared information, has not been taken up by the CIAL. 

 



Re: Christchurch District Replacement Plan Chapter 6 3 
 

Whilst I am not a noise expert, my knowledge and expertise in the broader aviation field 

would contribute to a discussion on engine testing noise contour lines.   

 

Attached for your information, is my background profile. 

 

I look forward to your response. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Michael H Marra 

jmmarra@xtra.co.nz 

35 Skyedale Drive 

Harewood 
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