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MAY IT PLEASE THE PANEL: 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Christchurch City Council 

(Council). The purpose of this memorandum is to respond to matters raised in 

the Panel's Minute dated 15 July 2016 (Minute) regarding the drafting of 

Chapter 11: Utilities and Energy (Stage 2). 

 

2. The Council has circulated the Minute to all stage 2 submitters and sought 

feedback. The Council received feedback from: 

 

(a) Transpower; 

(b) Orion; 

(c) Telecommunications companies; 

(d) Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu (Ngāi Tahu); 

(e) Oil companies; 

(f) Radio New Zealand; and 

(g) the Crown. 

 

3. Feedback was also sought and received from the Council chapter leads for 

Chapter 9.  

 

4. The Council’s revisions are shown in Appendix A, in purple strikethrough and 

bold underline. Explanations are provided in the comments panel. 

 

Submitter feedback 

 

Deferred provisions 

 

5. Several submitters (including the Telecommunications companies and Ngāi 

Tahu) and other Council chapter leads have sought resolution of Chapter 11 

provisions that have been deferred / transferred to other hearings, through this 

Stage 2 Chapter 11 re-drafting process. However, the Council's preferred 

approach is to leave the Stage 2 and Stage 3 processes separate, and keep 

the allocation of provisions as previously directed by the Panel. The reason for 

this is that while certain positions may have been agreed upon between 

parties, no decision has been made by the Panel. There is therefore still some 

uncertainty about the final form and drafting of these preferred provisions, 
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depending on the Panel's decision on them. Incorporating Stage 3 provisions 

within this process has the potential to create confusion, particularly also given 

that submitters on provisions have been allocated to the relevant hearing 

stream and those submitters create the mailing list for service of minutes and 

decisions.  

 

6. The Council acknowledges the agreements reached with Ngāi Tahu and the 

Telecommunications companies in relation to Chapter 11 provisions.  The 

Council submits that these agreements are appropriately recorded through 

other Joint Memoranda and will be resolved through Stage 3, and 

acknowledges that further consequential changes will need to be made to 

Chapter 11, under clause 13(5) of the Order in Council. 

 

Application of 11.10 activity standards 

 

7. The Council respectfully submits that the form of the rules as drafted by the 

Secretariat created some confusion as to whether the Activity Standards in 

11.9 (11.10 as drafted by the Secretariat) only applied to permitted activities, or 

applied across the board. Some submitters interpreted the drafting such that if 

the Standards in 11.9 (11.10) are breached there is a default to non-complying 

Rule 11.4.4 (11.5.4) (NC1); but that a restricted discretionary activity or 

discretionary activity would not need to comply with the Standards in 11.9 

(11.10) and could therefore breach those standards without triggering the 

same (more stringent) activity status that would apply to otherwise permitted 

activities. Amendments have been made in Appendix A for clarification that 

the activity standards in 11.9 (11.10) apply to all utilities throughout the District.  

 

Other drafting and structural issues  

 

8. At paragraph [5] of its Minute the Panel lists further matters it would like the 

Council and parties to provide assistance on.   

 

11.8.1 P4 

 

9. In consultation with the Telecommunications companies it has been 

established that a 'Communication kiosk' means: 
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a publicly accessible structure, whether free-standing or attached to a 

building, for the provision of telecommunication and 

radiocommunication services to the public. It includes phone boxes 

and public wifi access points.  

 

10. The Telecommunications companies have also provided some dimensions for 

these structures to clarify the intended scale of these facilities i.e. small. The 

Council submits that it is not appropriate to add another definition as proposed 

by the Telecommunications companies. The Council has replaced 

'Communication kiosk' with 'public phone boxes and public wifi access points' 

in order to provide a plain and ordinary description of what the rule is intended 

to cover. Given that Council has replaced ‘communication kiosk’ with a clearer 

descriptor, Council has not incorporated the proposed dimensions sought by 

the Telecommunications companies as an activity standard.  

 

11.9.1 P3 

 

11. The Council has proposed amendments to activity P3 for clarity. In this 

context, the stormwater treatment devices and erosion protection devices are 

those things that are minor structures, either temporary or permanent, for the 

cleaning or containment of stormwater, water supply and wastewater facilities. 

They are not the structures at P2 (e.g. detention ponds, though they could be 

ancillary to these) and could be independent of those structures. Stormwater 

treatment devices and erosion protection devices might include a sump, 

raingarden, silt sock or other thing described in the Infrastructure Design 

Standard or Erosion and Sediment Control Guideline as per the notes to P3. 

 

11.3(b) 

 

12. The Council has deleted 11.3 (b) as it respectfully submits that it undermines 

the intent of 11.4, the general section of the Utility and Energy rules. The rules 

in 11.4 provide a default position for activities not otherwise provided for and/or 

'catch all' provisions as they apply to all activities. In particular, it is noted that 

in order to ensure 11.4.4 NC1 applies to all utilities, the rules in 11.4 should 

prevail. Removing 11.3(b) assists in ensuring this is the case.  

 

11.6.2 RD8 
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13. The Council has proposed an alternative drafting method for the Panel's 

consideration, using activity and built form standards. The standards that 

previously sat in the activity column (left hand column) have been moved into a 

new 'activity and built form standards' column in order to make the drafting of 

this Rule more consistent with the drafting style used elsewhere in the Plan 

(e.g. Chapter 8).  

 

DATED this 29
th
 day of July 2015 

 
 

 
  

___________________________________ 
J G Winchester / C G Coyle 

Counsel for Christchurch City Council 
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Chapter 11 Utilities and Energy 

11.1  Introduction 

This introduction is to assist the lay reader to understand how this chapter works and what it applies 

to.  It is not an aid to interpretation in a legal sense.   

This chapter relates to a range of utilities that may occur throughout the District.  The objectives, 

policies, rules, standards and assessment criteria seek to provide for the operation, maintenance, 

upgrading and development of utilities, while also managing the potential adverse effects of utilities 

on the environment.   

The provisions of this chapter also seek to avoid the potential adverse effects of other land uses and 

developments, including reverse sensitivity effects, on the operation, maintenance, upgrade and 

development of utilities.   

The provisions in this chapter give effect to the Chapter 3 Strategic Directions Objectives. 

 

11.2 Objectives and pPolicies - Utilities and energy 

11.21.1  Objective - Provision of utilities 

a. Effective and efficient provision of utilities in a manner that is integrated with land use and 

development in the Ddistrict. 

 

b. The continued operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of utilities throughout the 

Ddistrict. 

 
c. An increase in appropriate renewable electricity generation activities. 

 

 

11.21.1.1  Policy - Sustainable water supply 

To aAchieve sustainability and resilience of the District's water supply by encouraging water 

conservation and the re-use and recycling of water. 

 

 

11.21.1.2  Policy - Benefits of uUtilities 

To Rrecognise the national, regional and local benefits of the secure and efficient operation of 

utilities by providing for enabling the operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of 

utilities.  
 

 

11.21.1.3  Policy -: Renewable electricity generation 

Provide for the establishment and operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of 

utilities that derive or generate electricity through renewable sources by: 

i. recognising the benefits to people and communities of renewable electricity 

generation; 

ii. acknowledging the implications and constraints associated with renewable generation 

activities, including locational, operational and technical matters;  

iii. avoiding reverse sensitivity effects; 

Comment [A1]: We consider this 
sentence is unnecessary. 
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iv.iii. promoting in particular small and community scale renewable electricity generation 

activities, such as from solar and wind energy; and 

v.iv. reducing the use of finite resources for the generation of electricity. 
 

 

11.21.1.4  Policy: Radio and tTelecommunications 

a. Enable telecommunication and radio communication  utilities to be developed and 

used provided that, as a result of their location and design: 
i. the adverse effects on significant natural and physical resources and cultural values 

are avoided, remedied, or mitigated; and 

ii. other adverse effects on the environment are appropriately managed. 

 [Deferred] 
 

11.21.1.5456  Policy -: Electricity transmission and distribution 

a. Recognise the national significance of the National Grid by: 

i. providing for the benefits derived from a secure and efficient electricity transmission 

network;  

ii. providing for enabling the operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of the 

National Grid; 

iii. acknowledging that the management of adverse effects of the National Grid is 

constrained by technical and operational requirements; and 

iv. having regard to the route, site and method selection when considering the effects of 

new infrastructure or major upgrades.; and 

f)  avoiding adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, on the National Grid 

through the management of activities within an identified buffer corridor. 

 
b. Provide for ongoing operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of the electricity 

distribution network, while; 

i. having particular regard to the post-earthquake repair and resilience requirements of 

the electricity distribution network.; and 

v. avoiding adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, on the identified 

strategic electricity distribution lines, through the management of activities within an 

identified buffer corridor. 

 
 

11.21.1.67 Policy -: Fuel fFacilities, sStorage and sSupply sSystems 

Recognise the importance of operating, maintaining , operating and developing a reliable and 

resilient fuel storage and supply system.  

 

 

11.12.2  Objective -: Adverse effects 

a. Avoid, remedy or mitigate Tthe adverse effects of new or upgraded utilities on other activities 

and the environment are avoided, remedied or mitigated minimised, whilst having regard to 

the technical and operational requirements of utilities., and  

 

b. avoid Tthe protection of utilities from the  adverse effects of other activities on utilities. 

 

 

11.21.2.1  Policy -: Adverse effects of utilities  

1.  To ensure that, where reasonably practicable, and having regard to the benefits 

of utilities and their technical and operational requirements, new or upgraded 

utilities:  

Comment [A2]: Several submitters 
(including the telecommunications 

companies, Ngai Tahu) and other Council 
chapter leads have sought resolution of the 

deferred matters through this Stage 2 

Chapter 11 re-drafting process. However, 
Council’s preferred approach is to leave the 

Stage 2 and Stage 3 processes separate and 

for these provisions to be deferred and 
resolved through Stage 3. This is because 

while certain positions may have been 

agreed between parties, no decision has 
been made by the Panel. There is therefore 

still some uncertainty about the final form 

and drafting of the proposed deferred 
provisions. Incorporating them within this 

process has potential to create confusion. 

Comment [A3]: Several submitters 

(including Transpower, Orion and the  
telecommunications companies) have 

sought an amendment such that the word 

‘minimised’ be replaced with ‘managed’. 
Council’s response is that the proposed 

change in structure is accepted. However, 
the original words ‘avoid, remedy, mitigate’ 

should be retained, consistent with Sarah 

Jenkin’s evidence in chief. The phrase 
‘avoid, remedy or mitigate’ is a core 

principle of the Resource Management Act 

and is not inconsistent with the NPSET, 
NPSREG or the CRPS. 
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a) do not result in a significant reduction in the values of outstanding 

natural landscapes and features; 

b) are located and designed in a way that minimises adverse effects; and 

c) avoid, remedy or mitigate the potential for adverse effects of noise from 

wind turbines. 

 

2.  In relation to the National Grid, new or upgraded transmission lines shall seek 

to avoid adverse effects on outstanding natural landscapes, areas of high 

natural character and areas of high recreation value and amenity and existing 

sensitive activities. 

[Deferred] 

 

11.21.2.2  Policy -: Adverse effects on utilities  

a. Avoid adverse effects on utilities, including reverse sensitivity effects, that may compromise 

their operation, maintenance, upgrade and development.  

 

b. Avoid adverse effects, including reverse sensitivity effects, on the National Grid and the 

identified strategic electricity distribution lines, through the management of activities within 

an identified buffer corridor. 
 

 

11.21.2.3  Policy -: Radiofrequency, electric and magnetic fields 

a. Manage the potential adverse effects of radiofrequency, electric and magnetic fields 

associated with utilities.  

 

b. Avoid locating sensitive activities where there could be adverse effects from utilities that 

generate radio-frequency, electric and magnetic fields. 
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11.323  How to use the rRules 

a. The rules that apply to all utilities in the District are contained in the activity status 

tables (including activity specific standards) in: 

i. Rule 11.45;  

ii. Rule 11.56; 

iii. Rule 11.67; 

iv. Rule 11.78; and 

v. Rule 11.89. 

 
Note: The activity standards in Rule 11.910 also apply to all activities utilities listed 

in Rules 11.45.1, 11.56.1, 11.67.1, 11.78.1 and 11.89.1. 

 

b. Where there is a conflict between the general utility rules in Rule 11.5 and 

the utility-specific rules in Rules 11.6 - 11.9, the utility-specific rules shall 

prevail. 
 

c. How to use these rules  
bc. TThe rRules in the zZone chapters (13 – 21) do not apply to utilities, unless specified 

or referenced in this chapter. 

cd.  TheThe activity status tables and standards in the following chapters also apply to all 

utilities in the Districtactivities in all commercial zones: 

5 Natural Hazards; 

6 General Rules and Procedures; 

7  Transport;  

8  Subdivision, Development and Earthworks;  

9  Heritage and Natural Environment; and  

12  Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land.  rRules in Chapters 5 – 12 

do apply.  

Chapter 5 (Natural Hhazards) includes specific rules in relation to utilities in areas 

subject to hazards. 

 

de. 1b2. Where there is a conflict between the general utility rules in 11.3.1 and the utility-

specific rules in 11.3.2-11.3.5, the utility-specific rules shall prevail.  

23. All telecommunications facilities operated by a network utility operator are 

controlled by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 

Telecommunications Facilities) Regulations 2008 (NESTF) in respect of the 

generation of radiofrequency fields.  In the road reserve equipment cabinets, noise 

from these cabinets, and masts / antennas on existing structures are also controlled 

by the NESTF.  Other telecommunications facilities or activities will be managed by 

the District Plan.  

 

ef. 34. The Resource Management (National Environmental Standards of for 

Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 (NESETA) contain a separate 

code of rules for the operation, maintenance, upgrading, relocation, or removal of an 

existing transmission line, which is part of the National Grid, as defined in the 

regulations.  Except as provided for by the regulation, no rules in this District Plan 

apply to such activities.  Where an activity does not relate to an existing 

transmission line that is part of the National Grid, or where new transmission lines 

and associated structures are proposed, the District Plan provisions apply. 

 

Comment [A4]: This statement 
undermines 11.4.4 NC1. 

Comment [A5]: Typo correction 

Comment [A6]: Typo correction 
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4fg5. Any application for resource consent for a controlled or restricted discretionary 

activity arising from the rules in this chapter  shall not be publically or limited 

notified non-notified and shall not require the written approval of affected parties.  

For any other application for resource consent, the Council may publically or 

limited notify the application or require the written approval of other persons.  

 
5gh6. Unless otherwise stated, a permitted activity includes operation of that activity. 

 

 

11.4253.1  Utilities and energy - General rules 

11.4523.11.1  Permitted activities - General 

The following activities activitiesutilities listed below are permitted activities if they 

comply with all relevantthe activity specific standards set out in this table and the activity 

standards in Rule 11.910.  

 

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying as specified 

in Rules 11.45.2 - 11.45.4 and 11.56 - 11.89. 

and works are permitted subject to Activity Specific Standards.  

 

 

   Activity  Activity sSpecific sStandards 

 P1 Construction or extension of any access tracks to 

utilities. 

 

Nil. 

 P2 Weather stations and navigation aids. 

 

a. WNew weather stations and navigation 

aids greater than 1 metre in height or 6 m2 

in area shall not be located within:  

i. aA  Residential Character Area 

Overlay. 

 P3 Maintenance of a utility and the establishment 

placement of associated temporary structures, 

including vegetation trimming or removal. 

 

Nil. 

 P4 Utility cabinets as part of any utility, excluding 

any utility cabinet for electricity transmission or 

distribution provided for under Rule 11.563.2.1 

P24.  

a. The utility cabinet is located underground; 

or. 

b. For above ground telecommunications 

cabinets, or those regulated by the NESTF,    

the maximum floor area shall be 2 .0m
2
 and 

the maximum height shall be 2 .0metres 

(measured from ground level or the top of a 

concrete plinth if there is one)above the top 

of any concrete plinth; and. 

Comment [A7]: Amended to emphasise 

the intention for this rule to apply to 
temporary structures. ‘Establishment’ has 

permanent connotations. 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=41519
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=41519
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c. For above ground utility cabinets other 

than in standardat (b2) above, - the 

maximum floor area shall be 10 m2 and the 

maximum height shall be 2.5 metres 

(measured from ground level or the top of a 

concrete plinth if there is one). 

 P5 Utility buildings, excluding any utility buildings 

for electricity transmission or distribution 

provided for under Rule 11.563.2.1 P24.  

 

a. Built form standards for the relevant zone. 

 P6 Installation of network utilities and ancillary 

equipment underground.  

 

Nil. 

 P7 New lines and associated utility structures to 

provide electricitypower supplies to electric 

tramway trolley bus or rail systems. 

Nil. 

 P8 Utility structures for street lighting. 

 

Nil. 

Minor upgrades to utilities as follows: 

P9A Re-alignment of utilities involving a change in 

location of utilities. 

a. The re-location must not be more than 2 

metres measured horizontally, except that 

it may be more than 2 metres but not 

exceed 5 metres horizontally where it is 

associated with road widening or it is for 

safety reasons. 

P109B Replacement of an existing utility structure or 

mast. 

a. The diameter or width of the replacement 

utility structure or mast at its widest point 

must not exceed twice that of the replaced 

utility structure or mast at its widest point. 

 

b.  The height of the replacement utility 

structure or mast must not exceed 

whichever of the following is the greater 

height: 

i. the height of the replaced utility 

structure or mast; or  

ii. the applicable maximum height 

for a building in the relevant zone.  

Comment [A8]: Sub-heading added to 
clarify the intention that the activities in P9-
19 are to enable small additions/alterations 

to utilities as permitted activities. Also 

provides linkages/continuity between other 
Chapters which make reference to minor 

upgrades e.g. Chapter 9. 

Comment [A9]: Subtle clarification that 
this rule is intended to cover re-alignment, 
not relocation. 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=41519
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
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c.  The replaced utility structure or mast must 

be removed once the replacement structure 

or mast is in place. 

P119C Addition to an existing utility structure or mast. a. The combined diameter or width of the 

existing utility structure or mast plus the 

addition (at its widest point) must not 

exceed twice that of the pre-existing utility 

structure (at its widest point). 

b.  The combined height of the existing utility 

structure or mast plus the addition must not 

exceed whichever of the following is the 

greater: 

i.  the pre-existing height of the 

existing utility structure or mast; or 

ii. the applicable maximum height for 

a building in the relevant zone. 

P129D Replacement of an existing transmission or 

distribution tower. 

a.  The replacement tower must not exceed the 

height of the replaced tower by more than 

15%.  

b.  Each side of the replacement tower’s 

footprint must not be longer than the length 

of any side of the replaced tower’s 

footprint plus 25% of the width of the 

replaced tower’s footprint. 

c.  The replaced tower must be removed once 

the replacement tower is in place. 

P139E An increase in the carrying or operating capacity, 

efficiency or security of electricity transmission or 

distribution lines, or telecommunication lines by 

the following activities: 

a.   the addition of wires, cables, circuits 

and/or conductors; 

b.   the re-conductoring of the line with 

higher capacity conductors; 

c.   the re-sagging of conductors; 

d.  the addition of longer or more efficient 

 insulators; 

e.  the addition of earth wires (which may 

contain telecommunication lines, 

earthpeaks and lightning rods); 

a. If the utility structure is replaced, the 

replacement utilitystructure must be of a 

similar scale and character to the structure 

that is replaced.   

Comment [A10]: Suggested deletion 
from P14 and inclusion here with electricity 

lines (activities of similarity). 

Addresses submitter comment from the 
telecommunications companies. 

Comment [A14]: As previously drafted, 
P13(f) relies on the definition of ‘utility 
structure’ which is not appropriate in this 

case. The definition of utility structure 

relates to poles, not to wires, cables, 
conductors etc which is the utility itself. As 

such, Council proposes that P13(f) refers to 

‘utility’ only. Consequential change to the 
words in the activity specific standard 

column follows this through for 

consistency. 
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ed.  the replacement of above-ground ducts, 

cables and pipes up to a 50% increase in 

diameter; and 

the installation of isolation valves or other 

ancillary equipment; and 

f.  the associated replacement of the utility 

structure  associated with an increase in 

the carrying or operating capacity, 

efficiency or security of electricity 

transmission distribution lines, or 

telecommunication lines. 

P149F An increase in the carrying or operating capacity, 

efficiency or security of fuel and gas transmission 

or distribution lines and/or telecommunication 

lines, including the installation of isolation 

valves or other ancillary equipment, and the 

associated replacement of the utility structure. 

a. If the utility structure is replaced, the 

replacement utilitystructure must be of a 

similar scale and character to the structure 

that is replaced.   

P159G The installation of new mid-span electricity poles 

to address clearances required by New Zealand 

Electrical Code of Practice 34:2001. 

Nil. 

 P9 Minor upgrading of the following above-ground 

utilities: 

 

1. Realignment of utilities involving a change in 

location of not more than 2m measured 

horizontally, except that a change in location 

of up to 5m measured horizontally is 

permitted if associated with road widening or 

for safety reasons.  

 

2. Any new utility structure, or mast which 

replaces an existing utility structure or mast; 

or any addition to an existing utility structure 

or mast, provided that;  

a. the new utility structure or mast, or the 

existing utility structure or mast plus the 

addition, does not have a diameter or 

width of more than twice the existing 

utility structure or mast's diameter or 

width at its widest  point; and  

Nil. 

 

Comment [A11]: Relevant to fuel and 
gas only. Have moved to P14. 

Addresses submitter comment from the 

telecommunications companies. 

Comment [A12]: As previously drafted, 
this rule relies on the definition of ‘utility 

structure’ which is not appropriate in this 

case. The definition of utility structure 
relates to poles, not to wires, cables, 

conductors etc which is the utility itself. As 

such, propose reference to ‘utility’ only. 

Comment [A13]: Words added/deleted 
so the statement works in the context of the 

introductory statement to this rule. 

Comment [A15]: Suggest deletion from 
here and inclusion above with electricity 

lines (activities of similarity). 

Addresses submitter comment from the 
telecommunications companies. 

Comment [A16]: Move from P13 as 
this relates to fuel and gas only. 

Addresses submitter comment from the 
telecommunications companies. 

Comment [A17]: P14 relies on the 
definition of ‘utility structure’ which is not 

appropriate in this case. The definition of 
utility structure relates to poles, not to pipes 

etc which is the utility itself. As such, 

Council proposes that P14 refers to ‘utility’ 
only. 

Comment [A18]: Similar to above, P14 
relies on the definition of ‘utility structure’ 

which is not appropriate in this case. The 

definition of utility structure relates to 
poles, not to pipes etc which is the utility 

itself. As such, Council proposes that P14 

refers to ‘utility’ only. Consequential 
change to the words in the activity specific 

standard column follows this through for 

consistency. 
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b. The new utility structure or mast, or the 

existing utility structure or mast plus the 

addition, does not exceed the height of the 

existing utility structure or mast or the 

maximum height for a utility structure or 

mast in the relevant zone, as set out 

elsewhere in this section of the Plan, 

whichever is the greater. 

 

3. Any new transmission or distribution tower 

which replaces an existing transmission or 

distribution tower, provided that the: 

a. height does not increase by more than 

15%, or 

b. each side of the tower’s footprint is no 

longer than the total of: 

i. the length of that side of the tower’s 

base footprint; and 

ii. 25% of the tower’s base width. 

 

4. An increase in the electricalpower, carrying 

or operating capacity, efficiency or security 

of electricity lines, fuel and gas transmission 

or distribution lines and telecommunications 

lines, or existing utilities, where existing 

utility structures, towers, masts, or structures 

of a similar scale and character are used.  For 

the avoidance of doubt this includes: 

a. addition of wires, cables, circuits and/or 

conductors; 

 b. re-conductoring of the line with higher 

  capacity conductors; 

c. re-sagging of conductors; 

d. addition orf longer or more efficient 

 insulators; 

e. addition of earth wires (which may 

contain telecommunication lines, 

earthpeaks and lightning rods); 

d. replacement of above-ground ducts, 

cables and pipes up to a 50% per cent 

increase in diameter; and 



10 

 

 

e. installation of isolation valves or other 

ancillary equipment.  

 

5. The installation of new mid-span electricity 

poles in networks to address clearances 

required by NZECP 34:2001. 

 

 P10 Utilities that emit radiofrequency fields, which are 

not regulated by an amateur radio licence. 

 

a. The utility operator must plan and 

operate the facility in accordance with 

NZS 2772: Part 1:1999 Radiofrequency 

Fields Part 1 – Maximum Exposure 

Levels – 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 

b. The utility operator must ensure that the 

Environmental Unit of the Christchurch 

City Council receives, before the utility 

becomes operational, the following: 

(a)  written or electronic notice of 

where the utility is or where it is 

proposed to be; and 

(b)  a report that— 

(i)  is prepared in accordance 

with AS/NZS 2772.2:2011: 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 2: 

Principles and methods of 

measurement and 

computation – 3 kHz to 300 

GHz and 

(ii)  takes account of exposures 

 arising from other utilities in 

 the vicinity of the utility; and 

(iii)  predicts whether the 

radiofrequency field levels at 

places in the vicinity of the 

utility that are reasonably 

accessible to the general 

public will comply with NZS 

2772: Part 1:1999 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 

– Maximum Exposure Levels 

– 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 

c. If the prediction referred to in 2) is that 



11 

 

 

the radiofrequency field levels will 

reach or exceed 25% of the maximum 

level authorised by NZS 2772: Part 

1:1999 Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 – 

Maximum Exposure Levels – 3 kHz to 

300 GHz for exposure of the general 

public, the utility operator must ensure 

that the Environmental Unit of the 

Christchurch City Council receives, 

within 3 months of the utility becoming 

operational, a report that— 

(a)  is prepared in accordance with 

AS/NZS 2772.2:2011: 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 2: 

Principles and methods of 

measurement and computation – 

3 kHz to 300 GHz; and 

(b)  provides evidence that the actual 

radiofrequency field levels at 

places in the vicinity of the utility 

that are reasonably accessible to 

the general public comply with 

NZS 2772: Part 1:1999 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 – 

Maximum Exposure Levels – 3 

kHz to 300 GHz. 

 

Advice Note: The exposure assessment in 

Standard 2 is not required to include an 

evaluation of the uncertainty in that assessment. 

 

P11 The operation of any utility that emits power 

frequency electric and magnetic fields.  

1. Exposures to power frequency electric and 

magnetic fields in areas normally 

accessible to the public shall not exceed 5 

kilovolts per metre and 200 microtesla as 

measured and assessed in accordance with 

the International Commission on Non-

Ionising Radiation Protection Guidelines 

for Limiting Exposures to Time Varying 

Electric and Magnetic Fields (1Hz – 

100kHz).  
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Advice Note: As recommended by theThe 

Ministry of Health 2013 guidelines “Electric and 

Magnetic Fields and Your Health: Information on 

electric and magnetic fields association with 

transmission lines, distribution lines and electrical 

equipment – 2013 edition”, iIn addition to 

compliance with the exposure limits of the type 

recommended by ICNIRPin Standard 1., 

recommend: 

 the implementation of very low cost measures 

to reduce exposures should be implemented 

when constructing new electrical 

infrastructure, and;.  W 

- when contemplating changes to existing 

sources, consideration of field reduction 

should be considered alongside safety, 

reliability and economic aspects. 

 

P1602 Customer connections from and to buildings, 

facilities, structures and sites used for or serviced 

by utilities.  

Nil. 

P1713 The attachment to existing bridges (except any 

bridge that is a structure identified in Appendix 

9.3.6.1) of a pipe andor cable bridges for the  

conveyance of water, wastewater, stormwater, 

electricity, gas or and fuefuell, or forand 

telecommunications to existing bridges.  

a. Where the bridge is on publicly owned land 

and standard (b) does not apply, the pipe or 

cable:  

 i. must be attached to the underside of 

the bridge or incorporated within the 

bridge structure or within an existing 

attached cable/pipe structure; or  

ii. must not exceed 100 mm in diameter. 

 

b. Where the bridge is on publicly owned land 

located in a Character Area Overlay, the pipe 

or cable must:  

Either 

i. must be attached to the underside of 

the bridge or incorporated within the 

bridge structure or within an existing 

attached cable/pipe structure.; or 

Or 

ii.  must not exceed 63 mm in diameter 
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and must be in a cluster of no more 

than two pipes; and  

iii. be either the same colour as the bridge at 

the point of attachment or be of a matt 

finish colour with less than 20% 

reflectivity.On bridges on publicly 

owned land located: 

 within or on Significant Features 3.0, 4.0, 

8.1-8.3 and 9.1-9.3 (as identified in 

Appendix 9.5.1.2.3), Travis Wetland 

(ONF34.0), Horseshoe Lake 

(SF7.0#?); and/or [Defer decision 

and make at same time as NCH 

Decision] 

across waterways in a Residential Character 

Area Overlays,  

any pipe or cable shall be either: 

(a)     No greater than 63mm in diameter;  

(b)     Ggrouped in a cluster of no more than 

two pipes; and 

(c)     Tthe same colour as the bridge to which 

it’s attached or a matt finish colour 

with less than 20% reflectivity;. 

Oor incorporated into the underside or within 

the existing bridge structure or within 

an existing attached cable/pipe 

structure, in which case (a) - (c) above 

do not apply. 

On bridges on publically owned land outside 

the areas listed in Standard 1, any 

pipe or cable shall be: 

(a)     No greater than 100mm in diameter.  

There is no size limit for pipes or cables 

attached to the underside or within the 

bridge structure or within an existing 

attached cable/pipe structure.   

Notwithstanding Standards 1 and 2, pipes 

and cables shall not be attached to a 

structure identified in Appendix 

9.3.6.1. 

P14 Utilities within 12 metres of the centre line of a 1. The utility shall comply with the New 

Comment [A19]: To clarify the 
intention of this rule – that the colour 

requirement is only intended to apply where 

the pipe or cable is not attached to the 
underside or incorporated within the 

structure of the bridge. 

Addresses submitter comment from the 
Crown. 

Comment [A20]: Typo correction 
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110kV or a 220 kV National Grid transmission 

line or within 10 metres of the centre line of a 66 

kV National Grid transmission line.  

Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 

Electrical Safe Distances (NZCEP 

34:2001); and 

2. The utility shall not be for the reticulation 

or storage of water for irrigation purposes. 

P15 Utilities within 10 metres of the centre line of a 

66kV electricity distribution line or within 5 

metres of the centre line of a 33kV or the 11kV 

Heathcote to Lyttelton transmissiondistribution 

line. 

1. The utility shall comply with the New 

Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 

Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP 

34:2001). 

P1826 Utility equipment within existing buildings.  Nil.IL 

P1937 Temporary utilities operating for less than 12 

months, excluding emergency or back-up 

electricity generation permitted in Rule 11.673.3.1 

P4. 

a. Built form standards for the relevant zone. 

b. The nNoise standards in Rule 6.1.4 for the 

relevant zone. 

11.4523.1.2 Restricted discretionary activities - General 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities, provided they comply with the activity 

standards in Rule 11.9.  

Decision to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set out in 

RuleSection 11.10114, as set out in the following table. 

Activity 

  

The Council' s discretion shall be 

limited to the following matters:  

RD1  Any activity listed in Rule 11.23.1.1 that does not comply with 

the Activity Specific Standards for permitted activity P1.  

 

11.4 (1), (2) and (3)  

 

RD12X Any aAny activity listed iny P2 listed in Rule 11.4523.1 P2.1 

that doeses not meetcomply with any one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards Standards for permitted activity 

P2. 

a. 11.4(1) and (2) 

Heritage and natural  environment -– 

Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design -– 

Rule 11.10113.2 

RD23  Any aAny activity listed iny P4 listed in Rule 11.425.3.1.1 P4 

that doeses not meet onecomply with any one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activity P4.  

 

a. 11.4 (1), (2) and (3)  

Heritagetage and natural environment 

-– Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design -– 

Rule 11. 10113.2 

c. Operational considerations -– 

Rule 11. 10113.3 

Comment [A21]: To clarify that the 
activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 

activities, not just permitted activities. 
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RD34  Any aAny activityy  P5 listed in Rule 11.4523.1.1 P5 that 

doeses not meetcomply with any one or more of the aActivity 

sSpecific sStandards for permitted activity P5.  

 

11.4 (1), (2), (3) and (4)(a)  

a. Heritage and natural 

environment -– Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design -– 

Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations -– 

Rule 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety -– Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

RD45X Any aAny activityy P13 listed in Rule 11.4523.1.1 P111 that 

doeses not comply withmeet  any one or more of the aActivity 

sSpecific sStandards for permitted activity P13. 

 

a. 11.4 (1)(b)(c), (2)(d)(e), (3), 

(5)(c)(f)(g), (6) 

Heritage and natural environment -– 

Rule 11.10.13.1(b) and (c) 

b. Amenity, location and design -– 

Rule 11.10113.2(d) and (e) 

c. Operational considerations - 

11.10113.3 

d. Electricity generation – 

11.10113.5(c), (f) and (g) 

e. Water, wastewater and 

stormwater – 11.10113.6 

11.4523.31.3 Discretionary activities – Ggeneral 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities provided they comply with the activity standards in 

Rule 11.9.  

Activity 

  

D12 Any activity activityutility not provided for as a permitted, restricted discretionary, discretionary or 

non-complying activity listed in Rules 11.425.13.1.1, or 11. 4523.1.2 or 11. 45.433.1.4 or in Rules 

11.562.2 to 11.892.5, as a permitted or, restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying 

activity shall be a discretionary activity. 

11.4253.1.4 Non-complying activities - General 

The activities listed below are non-complying activities. 

Activity 

  

NC1  

 

Any aAny activityies P10, and P11, P14 and P15 listed in Rule 11.23.1.1 that does not comply with one or 

more of the aActivity Specific sStandards for utilities in Rule 11.910 for permitted Aactivities P10 and 

P11.  

Comment [A22]: Typo correction 

Comment [A23]: It is noted that there is 
no (c) in 11.10.1. As such, Council has 

deleted the letter references and referred to 

the whole of Rule 11.10.1. 

Comment [A24]: Typo correction 
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NC2 Any activity limited in Rule 11.3.1.1 that does not comply with the Activity Specific Standards for 

permitted activity P14 or P15.  

 

11.5623.2 Electricity transmission and distributionutilities - Rules 

11.5623.2.1 Permitted activities - Electricity transmission and distribution 

The following eElectricity transmission and electricity distribution utilities activities listed below are 

permitted activities if they comply with all relevantthe activity specific standards set out in this table 

and the activity standards in Rule 11.910 subject to the following standards. 

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying as specified in Rules 

11. 6.2s 11.2.2.2 - 11.2.2.3 and 11.452.1, 11.5.2, 11.672.3 - 11.893.5. 

 

 Activity Activity Sspecific Sstandards  

P1  New electricity transmission and 

electricity distribution lines and 

associated structures or 

equipment. 

 

a. New above ground utilities shall not be located within:  

i. aa Residential Character Area Overlay. 

b. New utility structures or towers shall not exceed:  

i. 25 metres in height in the Rural, Specific Purpose 

(Lyttelton Port), Commercial and, Industrial Zones, and 

any Transport Zones adjoining these zZones; or.  

iii.ii. 15 metres in height in all other Zzones (including adjacent 

Transport Zones).    

P24  Transformers, substations, 

switching stations, kiosks, 

cabinets, and ancillary 

buildings. 

 

a. Any substation, transformer or ancillary building shall comply 

with Tthe following built form standards for the relevant zone:  

i. (a) dDdaylight recession planes.; 

a.b. The total floor area of the facility shall not exceed 10 m².; and  

b.c. The maximum height of the facility shall not exceed 5.5 metres.  

11.526.23.2.2 Restricted discretionary activities - Electricity transmission and 

distribution 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities, provided they comply with the activity 

standards in Rule 11.9.  

Comment [A25]: Rules re-ordered to be 

sequential. 

Comment [A26]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A27]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A28]: To clarify that the 
activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 

activities, not just permitted activities. 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
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Decision to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set out in 

Rule 11.10114, as set out in the following table. 

Activity  The Council' s discretion shall be limited to the 

following matters:  

RD1  Any aAny activityy P1 listed in Rule 11.5263.2.1 

P1 that doeses not meet comply with one or more 

of the aActivity sSpecific sStandards for 

pactivities P1.  

a. 11.4 (2), (3) and (4)  

Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

b. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

c. Health and safety – Rule 11.10113.4 

RD3 

RD2  

Any any activity y P2 listed in Rule 11.5263.2.1 

P2 that doeses not meet comply with one or more 

of the aActivity sSpecific sStandards for 

permitted activities P4.  

11.4 (1), (2), (3) 

a. Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 

11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

11.23.2.3 Discretionary activities - Electricity transmission and distribution 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity  

D12  Any utility not listed in 11.23.2.1 or 11.23.2.2 as a permitted or restricted discretionary activity  shall 

be a discretionary activity.  

 

11.6372.3 Energy - Rules 

11.6372.3.1 Permitted activities - Energy 

The following energy uUtility activities listed below are permitted activities if they comply with all relevantthe 

activity specific standards set out in this table and the activity standards in Rule 11.910 subject to compliance 

with the standards below, and the following standards.:  

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying as specified in Rules 11.672.3.2 - 

11.672.3.4 and 11.452.1, 11.562.2 and 11.782.4, and- 11.893.5. 

 

 Activity  Activity Sspecific Sstandards  

P1  Installation and operation of 

equipment for assessing a 

site for suitability for 

renewable electricity 

generation.  

a. Equipment shall not be obe erected on a site for more than 12 months 

in any 36 month period. 

b. The noise standards in Rule 6.1.4 for the relevant zone in which the 

activity is located are met. 

c. Equipment shall not be located within:  

Comment [A29]: Amended to be 

consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A30]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A31]: Typo correction 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48824
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48824
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i. aA  Residential Character Area Overlay. 

P2  Installation and operation of 

a solar cell or array of cells 

by network utility operators 

and non-network utility 

operators for the generation 

and use of electricity. small 

or community scale 

renewable electricity 

generation where ancillary to 

the principal use of the site.  

a. The electricity generated must be either:  

 

i. solely for use on the site as ancillary to the principal use of the 

site; or  

ii. for use on the site as ancillary to the principal use of the site and 

also for supply to not more than 20 residential units and/or 

industrial/commercial tenancies –  

subject to which, any excess may be contributed to the National Grid.  

b. The cell or array must be either incorporated into or mounted on the 

roof of a building.  

c. If the building breaches the daylight recession plane specified by the 

built standards for the relevant zone, the cell or array may also breach 

it provided that no cell protrudes more than 20 mm from the roof.  

d. If the building does not breach the daylight recession plane, the cell 

or array must not breach it either.  

e. There must not be a solar concentrator.The cell or cells shall be either 

incorporated into the roof or roof-mounted: 

(a) Within the daylight recession planeenvelope for the building 

specified in the built form standards for the relevant zone; or,  

(b) Where the roof or building on which the cell or cells will be 

mounted or incorporated breaches the recession envelope specified 

by the relevant built form standards, at least one long side of the cell 

or cells shall be within 20mm of the roof. 

The utility is not a solar concentrator. 

P3  Substations, transformers, or 

buildings ancillary to 

electricity generation 

equipment.  

a. The daylight recession planes for the relevant zone. Any substation, 

transformer, or building ancillary to electricity generation equipment 

shall comply with the following built form standards for the relevant 

zone.  

b.a. Ddaylight recession planes. 

c.b. The total floor area of the utility shall not exceed 10 m2. and 

d.c. The maximum height of the utility shall not exceed 5.5 metres. 

P4  Emergency or back-up 

electricity generation that is 

not the primary electricity to 

the site.  

1. The electricity generation activity is not the primary electricity supply 

to the site or sites. 

a. The emergency or back-up electricity generation complies with the 

noise standards in Rule 6.1.4.2.2 for noise from emergency activities.  

P5  Installation and operation of 

a wind turbine for small or 

community scale renewable 

energy electricity generation 

a. The electricity generated must be either:  

i. solely for use on the site as ancillary to the principal use of the 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48824
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48824
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in Rural or Industrial Zones.  site; or  

ii. for use on the site as ancillary to the principal use of the site and 

also for supply to not more than 20 residential units (of a Rural 

or Residential Zone) and/or industrial/commercial tenancies (of 

an Industrial Zone) –  

subject to which, any excess may be contributed to the National Grid.  

b. If standard (a)(i) applies, no more than one wind turbine is to be 

erected on each site.  If standard (a)(ii) applies, the wind turbines 

may be clustered on one or more of the sites.  

c. No above ground part of any wind turbines s(including the full 

extent of blades) shall exceed a total height of 20 metres above the 

ground. 

d. The road boundary building setbacks and minimum building 

setbacks from internal boundaries of the relevant Rural or Industrial 

Zone apply.  Compliance with this standard shall be to any above 

ground part of each wind turbine and the full extent of blades of 

each wind turbine. 

e. The noise standards in Rule 6.1.4 for the relevant Rural or Industrial 

Zone apply.Any wind turbine shall be ancillary to the principal use 

of the site. 

Not more than one wind turbine is to be erected per for each site.  

Where the activity is a community electricity generation system to power a 

number of sites, turbines may be clustered on one or more of those 

sites. 

No wind turbine exceeds a total height of 20m. Compliance with this 

standard shall be to any above ground part of the wind turbine 

structure and the full extent of blades. 

The wind turbine complies with the relevant zZone provisions relating to 

road boundary building setbacks and minimum building setbacks 

from internal boundaries Street Scene and Separation from 

Neighbours. Compliance with this standard shall be to any above 

ground part of the wind turbine structure and the full extent of 

Comment [A32]: Typo correction 



20 

 

 

blades. 

The noise standards in Rule 6.1.4 for the relevant zone in which the activity 

is located are met. 

P6 Installation and operation of 

gas and fuel (including LPG) 

distribution or transmission 

pipelines, including 

necessary incidental 

equipment. 

NiIl.L 

 

P7 Tanks for the storage of gas, 

including LPG. 

a. Built form standards for the relevant zone. 

11.6273.3.2 Restricted discretionary activities - Energy 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities, provided they comply with the activity 

standards in Rule 11.9. The utility activities listed in RD8 are restricted discretionary activities provided 

they comply with the activity standards in Rule 11.9 and the activity and built form standards as set out 

in the following table. 

Decision to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set out in 

Rule 11.10114, as set out in the following table.  

Activity  The Council' s discretion shall be limited 

to the following matters:  

RD1  Any aAny activityy P1 listed in Rule 11.673.3.1 P1 

that doeses not meet comply with one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activities 

P1.  

11.4 (2)(a) and, (3)(a) 

a. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2(a) 

b. Operational considerations – Rule 

11.10113.3(a)  

RD2  Any activity P2 listed in Rule 11.3.3.1 that does not 

comply with one or more of the Activity Specific 

Standards for permitted activities P2.  

11.4 (2)(b) and (c) and (5)(k) 

Amenity, location and design – 11.3.2(b) and 

(c) 

Electricity generation -11.3.5(k) 

Comment [A33]: To clarify that the 
activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 
activities, not just permitted activities. 

Comment [A34]: An alternative 
drafting method is proposed using activity 

and built form standards. This removes the 
specific standards from the RD8 rule 

description (left hand column) and makes it 

more consistent with the drafting style used 
elsewhere in the Plan (e.g. subdivision 

development and earthworks chapter). 

Refer table below. 
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RD3 RD2 Any aAny activityy P3 listed in Rule 11.673.3.1 P3 

that doeses not meetcomply with one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activities 

P3.  

a. 11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5) 

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

 11.10113.5  

RD4 RD3 Any aAny activityy P4 listed in Rule 11.673.3.1 P4 

that doeses not meetcomply with one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activities 

P4.  

a. 11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5)  

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

 11.10113.5 

RD5 RD4 Any aAny activity y P5 listed in Rule 11.673.3.1 P5 

that doeses not meetcomply with one or more of the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activities 

P5.  

a. 11.4 (1), (2)(a), (3)(a), (4)(a), and 

(5)(a) and (j)  

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2(a) 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

11.10113.3(a) 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

11.10113.5(a) and (j) 
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RD6A 

RD5 

Any activity listed in Rule 11.67.1 P2 that does not 

meet one or more of the activity specific standards (b) 

– (e). 

a. Heritage and natural environment – 

Rule 11.1011.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.1011.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

11.1011.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.1011.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

11.1011.5 

RD6B Any activity listed in Rule 11.7.1 P5 that does not 

meet one or more of the activity specific standards (b) 

– (e). 

a. Heritage and natural environment – 

Rule 11.11.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.11.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

 11.11.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 11.11.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

 11.11.5 

RD7 RD6 Installation and operation of a utility and associated 

pipes and structures for the generation of energy using 

waste products.  

a. 11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4)(a), (5),and (6)  

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

 11.10113.5 

f. Water, wastewater and stormwater 

– Rule 11.10113.6 

Comment [A35]: Deleted. This appears 
to be a repeat of (re-numbered) RD4 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
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RD8 RD7 Any aAny activityy P7 listed in Rule 11.673.3.1 P7 

that doeses not meet one or more ofcomply with the 

aActivity sSpecific sStandards for permitted activities 

P7. 

a. 11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4)(a) 

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 11. 

10113.4(a) 

RD6 RD8 Activity Activity and built form 

standards 

The Council's discretion shall be limited 

to the following matters: 

 Installation and operation 

of a wind turbines for the 

generation and use of 

electricity on a site or sites 

other small or community 

scale renewable energy 

electricity generation in 

zZones other than in Rural 

or Industrial Zones. where:  

a. The electricity 

generated is either:  

i. solely for use 

on the site(s) 

as ancillary to 

the principal 

use of the 

site(s); or  

ii. for use on the 

site or sites as 

ancillary to 

the principal 

use of the 

site(s) and 

also for supply 

to not more 

than 20 

residential 

a. The electricity 

generated must be 

either:  

i. solely for use 

on the site(s) 

as ancillary to 

the principal 

use of the 

site(s); or  

ii. for use on the 

site or sites as 

ancillary to 

the principal 

use of the 

site(s) and 

also for 

supply to not 

more than 20 

residential 

units and/or 

industrial/co

mmercial 

tenancies -  

subject to 

which any 

excess may be 

contributed 

to the 

a. 11.4 (1), (2)(a), (3)(a), (4)(a), and 

(5)(a) and (j)  

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 

11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 

Rule 11.10113.2(a) 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 

11.10113.3(a) 

d. Health and safety – Rule 

11.10113.4(a) 

e. Electricity generation – Rule 

11.10113.5(a) and (j) 

 

Comment [A36]: An alternative 
drafting method is proposed using activity 

and built form standards. This removes the 

specific standards from the RD8 rule 
description (left hand column) and makes it 

more consistent with the drafting style used 

elsewhere in the Plan (e.g. subdivision 
development and earthworks chapter). 

Rule has been moved and re-numbered so 

as not to disrupt the rest of the table style. 
Words added/deleted so each statement 

works in the context of them now being 

activity and built standards. 

Comment [A37]: Typo correction 
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units and/or 

industrial/com

mercial 

tenancies -   

subject to which any 

excess may be contributed 

to the National Grid.  

a.b. If the electricity 

generated is solely 

for use on the 

site(s), not more 

than one wind 

turbine is erected 

on each site. 

c.  

Aany wind turbine is 

ancillary to the principal 

use of the site; 

Nnot more than one wind 

turbine is be erected per 

for each site.  

Where a community 

electricity generation 

system is to power a 

number of sites, the 

equivalent number of 

turbines may be clustered 

on one or more of those 

sites; 

Nno above ground part of 

the wind turbine wind 

turbine exceeds a total 

height of 20m. 

Compliance with the rule 

shall be to any above 

National 

Grid.  

b. If the electricity 

generated is solely for 

use on the site(s), not 

more than one wind 

turbine is to be erected 

on each site. 

c. No above ground 

part of the wind turbine 

(including the full extent 

of blades) shall exceed a 

total height of 20 metres 

above ground. 

d.  Each wind turbine 

must comply with the 

road boundary building 

setbacks and minimum 

building setbacks from 

internal boundaries of 

the relevant zone. 

e.  The noise 

standards for the 

relevant zone are met.  

f. No wind turbine 

shall be located within a 

Character Area 

Overlay.  
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ground part of the wind 

turbine structure and the 

(including the full extent 

of blades) shall exceed a 

total height of 20 metres 

above ground.; 

d. Each The wind turbine 

complies with the relevant 

zZone provisions relating 

to road boundary building 

setbacks and minimum 

building setbacks from 

internal boundaries of the 

relevant zone Street Scene 

and Separation from 

Neighbours. This applies 

to any above ground part 

of the wind turbine  

structure and the full 

extent of blades; 

f. The noise standards in 

Rule 6.1.4 for the relevant 

zZone are met in which 

the activity is located are 

met.  

e.  

g. ANoany wind turbine is 

not located within :  

f. aAa Residential 

Character Area Overlay.  

11.6273.3.3 Discretionary activities - Energy 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities provided they comply with the activity standards in 

Rule 11.9.  

 

Comment [A38]: To clarify that the 
activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 

activities, not just permitted activities. 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
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 Activity  

D1  Installation and operation of wind turbines for large scale renewable energy generation where:  

1. Iinstallation and operation of a wind turbine occurs only in Rural Port Hills, Rural 

Templeton, Rural Urban Fringe, Rural Waimakariri,  1-5, Rural Quarry, or Rural Banks 

Peninsula Zzones; 

2. Nnoise levels comply with the limits prescribed in NZS6808:2010 (Acoustics – Wind Farm 

Noise). Noise levels shall be measured and assessed in accordance with NZS6808:2010. 

 Any activity listed in Rule 11.67.1 P2 that does not meet activity specific standard (a) where:  

a. The activity occurs in the Rural, Commercial or Industrial Zones and does not occur within 

the area covered by the Christchurch International Airport Protection Surfaces; and 

b. Any solar concentrator does not reflect light into a Residential Zone for more than 15 hours 

per annum. 

D2  Any activity listed in Rule 11.67.1 P5 that does not meet activity specific standard (a) where:  

a. The activity occurs in the Rural Port Hills, Rural Templeton, Rural Urban Fringe, Rural 

Waimakariri, Quarry or Rural Banks Peninsula Zones; and 

b. Noise levels comply with the limits prescribed in NZS6808:2010 (Acoustics – Wind Farm 

Noise). Noise levels shall be measured and assessed in accordance with 

NZS6808:2010.Installation and operation a solar cell or array of cells or a solar 

concentrator for large scale renewable energy generation where:  

Iinstallation and operation of solar cells or concentrators occurs only in Rural, Commercial, or 

Industrial Zzones; 

Aany solar concentrator for large scale renewable generation energy is not within the area covered by 

the approach slopes for the Christchurch International Airport Protection Surfaces; 

Aany solar concentrator does not reflect light into a Residential Zone for more than 15 hours per 

annum; 

Aany solar cell or concentrator for large scale renewable energy generation is not located within;  

Aa Residential Character Area.  
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D3  Non-renewable eElectricity gGeneration:  

a. Iin Industrial Zones; and 

b. Wwhere the utility complies with the rules in Chapter 16 (Industrial) and noise rules in 

Chapter 6 (General Rules). 

D4  Any electricity generation utility not specified in this chapter shall be a discretionary activity.  

D5  Any activity listed in Rule 11.3.3.3 that does not comply with one or more of the Activity Specific 

Standards  for permitted Aactivityies RD6.  

D46  Any new sensitive activity or increase to the extent of a sensitive activity in a location that would 

result in an established or consented wind turbines for large scale renewable energy generation 

failing to comply with the noise standards at Chapter 6.  

11.6372.3.4 Non-complying activities - Energy 

The activities listed below are non-complying activities.  

 

 

Activity  

NC1  Any activity listed in Rule 11.67.1 P2 that does not meet activity specific standard (a) and is not 

provided for in Rule 11.67.3 D1.Installation and operation of wind turbines for large scale renewable 

energy generation not provided for in Any activity listed in Rule 11.3.3.3 D1. which does not meet 

the Activity Specific Standard.  

NC2  Any activity listed in Rule 11.67.1 P5 that does not meet activity specific standard (a) and is not 

provided for in Rule 11.67.3 D2.Installation and operation a solar cell or array of cells or a solar 

concentrator for large scale renewable energy generation not provided for Any activity listed in Rule 

11.3.3.3 D2. which does not meet the Activity Specific Standard. 

NC3 Non-renewable electricity generation activities not provided for Any activity listed in Rule 

11.673.3.3 D3 which does not meet the Activity Specific Standard. 

11.7283.4 Communications fFacilities - Rules 

11.7823.4.1 Permitted activities - Communications facilities  

The activitiescCommunications facilities utilities listed below are permitted activities if they comply 

with all relevantthe activity specific standards set out in this table and the activity standards in Rule 

11.910subject to the following standards.:  

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying as specified in Rules 

11.782.4.2 - 11.2.4.3 and 11.452.1 - 11.672.3, and 11.893.5. 

 Activity  Activity Sspecific Sstandards 

P1  Freestanding communications utilities . a. Freestanding communications utilities 

Comment [A39]: Amended for 

consistency with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A40]: Amended for 
consistency with Table in 11.4.1 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
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shall not be located in a:  

i.  aA Residential Character Area 

Overlay. 

b. Any utility structure shall not 

be:[Standard to be determined in Stage 

3] 

c.  

d.c. Any dish antenna shall be less than 1.8 

metres in diameter in Industrial,, 

Commercial, or Rural Zones, and less than 

0.8 metres in any other zZone.; and  

e.d. Any other antenna shall not exceed a 

surface area of 1.5 m
2
.  

P2  Communications  utilities attached to a building, 

including ancillary equipment.  

a. Any dish antenna shall be less than 1.8 

metres in diameter in the Industrial, 

Commercial, or Rural Zones, and less than 

0.8 metres in diameter in any other zZone.;  

b. Any other antenna shall not exceed a 

surface area of 1.5 m2.; and 

c. Any antenna shall not exceed a height of 3 

metre from the point of attachment or the 

height limit for the relevant zZone, 

whichever is the greater.  

P3  

  

Amateur radio configurations. 

 

a. The top of any utility structure is is less 

than 20 metres above ground level. 

b. Any antenna other than a simple wire 

dipole shall meet the following criteria: 

i. Any of the elements making up the 

antenna shall not exceed 0.08m in 

diameter and 14.9m in length; 

ii. For horizontal HF yagi or loop 

antenna the boom length shall not 

exceed 13m; 

iii. No part of the antenna, utility 

structure or guy wires shall overhang 

the property boundary; and 

iv. Simple wire dipoles shall not 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
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overhang property boundaries. 

 

c. Any dish antenna shall: 

i.  Bbe less than 5 metres in 

diameter/width; 

ii. Bbe pivoted less than 4 metres above 

the ground; and  

iii. If located in any Residential Zone, 

comply with the minimum setback 

and daylight recession plane 

standards in Chapter 14. 

P4  Communication kiosksPublic phone boxes and 

public wifi access points. 

 

a. Any attached small cell or antennas shall 

be less than 1 metre in height and shall 

not have a horizontal dimension greater 

than the horizontal dimensions of the 

communication kiosk. 

 

 P5 Installation of above ground lines and utility 

structures for communication utilities. 

a.  New utilities shall not be located within a 

Residential Character Area Overlay.  

b.  The utility structures shall not exceed a 

height of: 

i. 25 metres in height in the Rural, 

Specific Purpose (Lyttlelton Port), 

Commercial, Industrial and any 

Transport Zones adjoining these 

zZones; or.  

ii. 15 metres in height in all other 

zZones (including adjacent 

Transport Zones..  

11.7823.4.2 Restricted dDiscretionary activities - Communications facilities -  

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities, provided they comply with the activity 

standards in Rule 11.9.  

Decision to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set out in 

Rule 11.10114, as set out in the following table. 

 

Comment [A41]: In consultation with 

the telecommunications companies it has 
been established that a “communication 

kiosk” means:  

 
a publically accessible structure, whether 

free-standing or attached to a building, for 

the provision of telecommunication and 
radiocommunication services to the public.  

It includes phone boxes and public wifi 

access points. 
 

The telecommunications companies also 

provided some dimensions to clarify the 
intended scale of these structures and assist 

in defining the meaning of “communication 
kiosk”: 

 

a. The maximum height of a public phone 
box or public wifi access point shall be 

2.5m (excluding any attached small cell or 

antenna permitted in P4b below) and a 
maximum volume of 2.4m3 

 

b. Any attached small cell or antennas shall 
be no greater than 0.2m3, less than 1 metre 

in height and shall not have a horizontal 

dimension greater than the horizontal 
dimensions of the communication kiosk. 

 

Council would prefer not to add another 
definition, and is not in favour of including 

an embedded definition within the rule. As 

such, Council has replaced “communication 
kiosk” with “public phone boxes and public 

wifi access points” in order to provide a 

plain and ordinary description of what the 
rule is intended to cover. 

 

Given that Council has replaced 
“communication kiosk” with a clearer 

descriptor, it has not adopted the parameters 

above. However, the addition of such 
parameters may be something for the Panel 

to consider. 

Comment [A42]: Added to avoid 

conflict with Rule 11.4 P6. 
Addresses submitter comment: 

telecommunications companies. 

Comment [A43]:  To clarify that the 

activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 
activities, not just permitted activities. 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48871
http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48621
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 Activity  The Council' s discretion shall be limited to the following 

matters:  

RD1  Any aAny activity P1 listed in 

Rule 11.78.13.4.1 P1 that does 

not meetcomply with one or 

more of the aActivity sSpecific 

sStandards for P1.  

11.4 (1), (2) and (3) a.   

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

RD2  Any aAny activity P2 listed in 

Rule 11.783.4.1 P2 that does not 

meetcomply with one or more of 

the aActivity sSpecific 

sStandards for P2.  

11.4 (1), (2) and (3)a.   

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

RD3  Any aAny activity P3 listed in 

Rule 11.783.4.1 P3 that does not 

meetcomply with one or more of 

the aActivity sSpecific 

sStandards for P3.  

11.4 (1), (2) and (3) 

 a. Heritage and natural environment – 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – 11.10113.3 

RD4  Any aAny activity P4 listed in 

Rule 11.783.4.1 P4 that does not 

meetcomply with the aActivity 

sSpecific sStandards for P4.  

a. 11.4 (1), (2) and (3) 

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

RD5 Any aAny activity P5 listed in 

Rule 11.783.4.1 P5 that does not 

meetcomply with one or more 

the aActivity sSpecific 

sStandards for P5. 

a. 11.4 (1), (2) and (3) 

Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

11.23.4.3 Discretionary activities - Communications facilities 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity  

D1  Any utility not specified in this chapter shall be a discretionary activity.  

D12  Any new sensitive activity or increase to the extent of a sensitive activity in a location that would 

result in an established, permitted, or consented cell tower not complying with Rule 11.23.1.1 P11.  

 

11.8293.5 Water, wastewater and stormwater - Rules 

11.8293.5.1 Permitted activities - Wwater, wastewater and stormwater 
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The wWater, wastewater and stormwater utilities listed below are a permitted activitiesy if they 

comply with all relevant the activity specific  the standards set out in this tablelisted below and the 

activity standards in Rule 11.910. .  

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying as specified in Rules 

11.892.5.2 - 11.2.5.3 and 11.452.1 - 11.782.4.  

 Activity 

  

Activity Sspecific Sstandards  

P1  Water, wastewater and stormwater 

connections to public networks.  

Nil.  

 

Advice Notes:  

i. Refer to the Infrastructure Design Standard and/or 

Construction Specification Standard apply as 

published by the Christchurch City Council. 

ii. Connections to the Christchurch City Council's 

reticulated water supply are applied for through 

the "WS1 Water Connection Application form". 

iii. Connections to the Christchurch City Council's 

reticulated stormwater and wastewater systems 

are through the bBuilding cConsent process. 

Connections are to be installed by a Council 

Authorised Drain Layer.  

P2  Construction or operation of structures 

for the conveyance, treatment, storage or 

retention / detention of water, wastewater 

and stormwater by the Christchurch City 

Council or a network operator.  

 

a. Built form standards for the relevant zZone.  

 

Advice Notes:  

i. Refer to the Infrastructure Design Standard and/or 

Construction Specification Standard as published 

by the Council.  

The requirements of the Infrastructure Design Standard 

and/or Construction Specification Standard apply. 

ii Refer also to relevant Stormwater Management Plans 

and Integrated Catchment Management Plans.  

P3  Stormwater treatment devices, erosion 

protection, and measuring devices 

Structures and equipment ancillary to 

Nil.  

 

Comment [A44]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A45]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

Comment [A46]: Typo correction 
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water, wastewater and stormwater 

facilities.  

Advice Notes:  

i. Refer to the Infrastructure Design Standard and/or 

Construction Specification Standard as published 

by the Council. The requirements of the 

Infrastructure Design Standard and/or 

Construction Specification Standard apply. 

ii. Stormwater treatment devices, erosion protection 

and measuring devices may require resource 

consent from the Refer also to the Canterbury 

Regional Councill’s Erosion and Sediment 

Control Guide. and Natural Resources Regional 

Plan.  

P4  Rainwater collection systems.  

 

a. Water tanks shall comply with zZone provisions 

for height and road boundary building setbacks 

and minimum building setbacks from internal 

boundaries boundary setbacks. 

 

Advice note:  

i. The installation of rainwater tanks may require 

building consent. 

P5  Solar hot water systems.  Nil.  

 

 

Advice note:  

i. The installation of solar hot water systems may 

require building consent.  

11.829.23.5.2 Restricted discretionary activities - water, wastewater and 

stormwater 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities, provided they comply with the activity 

standards in Rule 11.9. 

Comment [A47]: Structures and 
equipment ancillary to water, wastewater 
and stormwater facilities are not likely to 

require consent from Environment 

Canterbury. The Erosion and Sediment 
Control Guide is however relevant. 

Comment [A48]: To clarify that the 
activity standards in 11.9 apply to all 

activities, not just permitted activities 
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Decision to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the matters of discretion set out in 

Rule 11.10114, as set out in the following table. 

 

Activity 

  

The Council' s discretion shall be limited to the following 

matters:  

RD1  Any aAny activity  P2 listed in Rule 

11.8923.5.1 P2 that does not 

meetcomply with the aActivity 

sSpecific sStandards for P2.  

 

11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4)(a) and (6). 

a. Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – 11.10113.4(a) 

e. Water, wastewater and stormwater – Rule 11.103.6  

RD2  Any aAny activity P4 listed in Rule 

11.8293.5.1 P4 that does not 

meetcomply with the aActivity 

sSpecific Standards for P4.  

 

11.4 (1), (2), (3), (4) (a) and (6). (a) 

a. Heritage and natural environment – Rule 11.10113.1 

b. Amenity, location and design – Rule 11.10113.2 

c. Operational considerations – Rule 11.10113.3 

d. Health and safety – Rule 11.10113.4(a) 

e. Water, wastewater and stormwater – Rule 11.10113.6(a) 

RD3 Use of greywater collection systems 

(excluding those permitted by Rule 

11.89.21 P2). 

a. 11.4 (6)(a), (b), (k) 

Water, wastewater and stormwater – Rule 11.310.6(a), (b) and (k) 

 

Advice Nnotes: 

  

i. The installation of greywater systems may require 

building consent. 

ii. The use of greywater may require resource consent from 

the Canterbury Regional Council. 

11.3.5.3 Discretionary activities - water, wastewater and stormwater 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity 

  

D1  

 

Any utility not specified in this chapter shall be a discretionary activity.  

 

11.910 Activity standards – All activities 
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The following activity standards shall be met by all permitted activities in Rules 11.45 – 11.89.  

Activity Activity Sstandard 

Any utilities that emit radiofrequency fields, which are not 

regulated by an amateur radio licence. 

 

a. The utility operator must plan and 

operate the utility in accordance with 

NZS2772: Part 1:1999 Radiofrequency 

Fields Part 1 – Maximum Exposure 

Levels – 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 

b. The utility operator must ensure that the 

Council receives, before the utility 

becomes operational, the following: 

i  written or electronic notice of 

where the utility is or where it is 

proposed to be; and 

ii  a report that— 

1.  is prepared in accordance 

with AS/NZS 2772.2:2011: 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 2: 

Principles and methods of 

measurement and 

computation – 3 kHz to 300 

GHz and 

2.   takes account of exposures 

 arising from other utilities in 

 the vicinity of the utility; and 

3.  predicts whether the 

radiofrequency field levels at 

places in the vicinity of the 

utility that are reasonably 

accessible to the general 

public will comply with NZS 

2772: Part 1:1999 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 

– Maximum Exposure Levels 

– 3 kHz to 300 GHz. 

c. If the prediction referred to in standard 

(b) is that the radiofrequency field levels 

will reach or exceed 25% of the 

maximum level authorised by NZS 

2772: Part 1:1999 Radiofrequency 

Fields Part 1 – Maximum Exposure 

Comment [A49]: To clarify that the 
Activity Standards in 11.9 apply to all 

activities – as per Rule 11.4.4 NC1. 

Comment [A50]: Amended to be 
consistent with Table in 11.4.1 

http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=48952
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Levels – 3 kHz to 300 GHz for exposure 

of the general public, the utility operator 

must ensure that the Council receives, 

within 3 months of the utility becoming 

operational, a report that— 

i  is prepared in accordance with 

AS/NZS 2772.2:2011: 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 2: 

Principles and methods of 

measurement and computation – 

3 kHz to 300 GHz; and 

ii  provides evidence that the actual 

radiofrequency field levels at 

places in the vicinity of the utility 

that are reasonably accessible to 

the general public comply with 

NZS 2772: Part 1:1999 

Radiofrequency Fields Part 1 – 

Maximum Exposure Levels – 3 

kHz to 300 GHz. 

 

Advice Note:  

 

i. The exposure assessment in standard (b) 

is not required to include an evaluation of 

the uncertainty in that assessment. 

 

The operation of any utility that emits power frequency 

electric and magnetic fields. 

a. Exposures to power frequency electric 

and magnetic fields in areas normally 

accessible to the public shall not exceed 5 

kilovolts per metre and 200 microtesla as 

measured and assessed in accordance with 

the International Commission on Non-

Ionising Radiation Protection Guidelines 

for Limiting Exposures to Time Varying 

Electric and Magnetic Fields (1Hz – 

100kHz).  

 

Advice Note:  



36 

 

 

i. The Ministry of Health 2013 guidelines 

“Electric and Magnetic Fields and Your 

Health: Information on electric and 

magnetic fields association with 

transmission lines, distribution lines and 

electrical equipment – 2013 edition”, in 

addition to compliance with the exposure 

limits in standard (a), recommend: 

- the implementation of very low 

cost measures to reduce 

exposures when constructing 

new electrical infrastructure, and; 

- when contemplating changes to 

existing sources, consideration of 

field reduction alongside safety, 

reliability and economic aspects. 

 

Any utilities within 12 metres of the centre line of a 110kV 

or a 220 kV National Grid transmission line, or within 10 

metres of the centre line of a 66 kV National Grid 

transmission line.  

a. The utility shall comply with the New 

Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 

Electrical Safe Distances (NZCEP 

34:2001). 

 

b. The utility shall not be for the 

reticulation or storage of water for 

irrigation purposes. 

Any utilities within 10 metres of the centre line of a 66kV 

electricity distribution line or within 5 metres of the centre 

line of a 33kV or the 11kV Heathcote to Lyttelton 

distribution line. 

a. The utility shall comply with the New 

Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for 

Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP 

34:2001). 

 

 

11.104113  Assessment Matters of discretion- Utilities 

When considering applications for restricted discretionary activities, the Council’s discretionpower to grant or 

decline consent, or to grant a consent and impose conditions, is restricted to the matters over which discretion is 

restricted in the relevant rule and as describedset out for that matter below.  Comment [A51]: Typo correction 
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11.10113.1  Heritage and natural environment  

a) Any cumulative visual effects arising from the utility, particularly in relation to 

telecommunication facilities and energy generation facilities. [Defer decision and make at 

same time as NCH Decision]; and 

b) If any activity is proposed within a Residential Character Area Overlay,: any relevant 

assessment matters in Chapter 14. 

11.10113.2 Amenity, location and design  

a) The practicality and effectiveness of screening the utility;. 

b) In respect of utilities attached to buildings,; whether the utility is placed within the visual 

envelope of an existing building, and the extent to which the colour and design of the facility 

corresponds to the existing building;. 

c) Consideration of the number and size of any other existing utility on the building;. 

d) The extent to which any adverse effects of the utility have been avoided, remedied or 

mitigated by the route, site and method selection; and. 

e) Whether the location and size of the utility impacts on the ability of people to access any 

facility, building, shop, recreation facility or other activity on a site. 

11.10113.3 Operational considerations  

a) The extent to which the scale and height of buildings or other structures proposed are 

necessary to meet the technical, operational or functional requirements of the utility;. 

b) Consideration of soil stability, erosion, and geotechnical matters on the selection of the route 

or site of a utility and the extent to which these matters can be mitigated;. 

c) Whether placing lines or other utilities underground is unreasonable in terms of additional 

costs or environmental effects; and. 

d) Any risk to, and effects on, the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development of 

transmission lines, including the National Grid. 

11.10113.4 Health and safety  

a) Whether the utility will be located in close proximity to any sensitive activity and the extent of 

any effect on human health. 

11.10113.5 Electricity generation  

a) The distance between the utility and residences, public places, or places from which the utility 

would be visible, and whether the utility would impose adverse visual effects on or dominate 

the surrounding landscape, including but not limited to outstanding natural landscapes and 

sites of ecological significance. [Defer decision on provisions from “, including but …” and 

make at same time as NCH Decision]; 
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b) Whether views to the utility are expansive or constrained;. 

c) The extent to which the siting and size of the activityutilityproposal responds to its landscape 

context;. 

d) The relative elevation of the utility in relation to residences, public places or place from which 

the utility will be visible, including whether the utility is located on a ridgeline or series of 

ridgelines, or would form part of a skyline;. 

e) Number, design and extent of wind turbines and associated structures, and predominant 

orientation in relation to the landform;. 

f) The effects on natural topography, landforms and geological forms;. 

g) The ecological effects including any loss of indigenous flora, fauna, habitat and riparian 

margins, including through birdstrike;. 

h) The extent of and effect on adjoining land uses of noise levels, noise modulation, glint/glare, 

and shadow flicker;. 

i) The need to locate wind turbines and associated structures where the wind resource is 

available and the quality of the wind resource;. 

j) The extent and visibility of roads, earthworks and vegetation clearance associated with the 

construction, operation or maintenance of the utility;. 

k) For solar cells, in addition to the above:  

i. the time of day, year, and time per day when adjoining or adjacent properties would 

be affected by reflected solar glare and the degree of luminance; 

ii. the number of properties affected and their relative proximity; and 

iii. whether there is any glare hazard. 

l) The necessity for non-renewable electricity generation elements in the District’s electricity 

supply network, including for building resilience. 

11.10113.6 Water, wastewater and stormwater  

a) The requirements of the Infrastructure Design Standard and/or Construction Standard 

Specifications as published by the Christchurch City Council;. 

b) Whether the proposed servicing will serve its intended purpose;. 

c) Whether the activityutilityproposal utilises the existing or proposed topography and proposed 

networks to convey surface water by way of gravity systems;. 

d) Whether provision is made for safe access for maintenance of surface water infrastructure;. 

e) Whether the activityutilityworks incorporates existing or new appropriate indigenous 

vegetation, recognising the ability of particular species to absorb water, and to which planting 

reflects Ngāai Tahu history and identity associated with specific place;. 

f) The suitability of the proposed water supply for fire-fighting purposes (the Council may 

obtain a report from the Chief Fire Officer), including the extent of compliance with the SNZ 

PAS:4509:2008 in respect of the health and safety of the community, including neighbouring 

properties;. 

Comment [A52]: Use of the word 
‘activity’ makes more sense than ‘utility’. 

Comment [A53]: Use of the word 
‘activity’ makes more sense than ‘utility’. 

Comment [A54]: Use of the word 
‘activity’ makes more sense than ‘utility’. 
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g) The extent to which the proposed surface water management systems are consistent with the 

relevant Council Stormwater Management Plan or Integrated Catchment Management Plan;. 

h) Any adverse effects on the functioning or values of the existing network of drains, springs, 

waterways and ponding areas;. 

i) The provision for, and protection of, the flood storage and conveyance capacity of waterways. 

j) Whether the proposed ponding area will be attractive to birdlife that might pose a bird strike 

risk to the operation of Christchurch International Airport Limited; and. 

k) The requirements of AS/NZS 1547:2000. 

 


