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 INTRODUCTION 
 
 

1.1 My full name is Bridget Mary O’Brien.  My experience and qualifications are 

set out in my evidence in chief dated 13 October 2015.  

 

1.2 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained 

in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to comply with it. 

I confirm that I have considered all the material facts that I am aware of that 

might alter or detract from the opinions that I express, and that this evidence is 

within my area of expertise, except where I state that I am relying on the 

evidence of another person.  The Council, as my employer, has agreed to me 

giving expert evidence on its behalf in accordance with my duties under the 

Code of Conduct. 

 

1.3 I was excused from the Papakāinga hearing by  way of a Minute issued on 20 

November 2015 on the basis that I would provide written answers to several 

questions from the Panel.  

 

1.4 The Panel issued a Minute dated 23 November 2015, which posed questions 

for me to answer.  I set out these questions and respond below.  

 

2. Have these proposed zonings been factored into the Council's planned 

infrastructure programme?  

 

2.1 No, these proposed zonings have not been factored into Council's planned 

infrastructure programme. 

 

3. If not, why not?  

 

3.1 Action 22 of the Land Use Recovery Plan (LURP) requires Christchurch 

City Council to "... to provide for the relationship of Ngāi Tahu whānui with 

Māori reserves by enabling that land to be used for its intended purpose, 

including housing on Māori Reserve 875 (Rāpaki)."  Action 23 of the LURP 

requires "Councils to coordinate the funding, sequencing and provision of 

infrastructure to support Actions 19, 20, 21 and 22."   

 

3.2 The LURP only covers the Christchurch metropolitan area, as shown on 

Figure 1 of the LURP.  This includes the Rāpaki Papakāinga zone, but 
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none of the other Papakāinga / Kāinga Nohoanga zones.  Therefore, there 

is no direction in the LURP for Council to provide infrastructure for the 

Koukourārata, Ōnuku, Ōpukutahi or Wairewa Papakāinga / Kāinga 

Nohoanga zones.  

 

3.3 As described in my evidence, there is capacity within Council's water and 

wastewater networks to accommodate development of the Rāpaki 

Papakāinga / Kāinga Nohoanga zone, and so Council's obligations under 

the LURP are met. 

 

3.4 Apart from as directed by the LURP, the Council is not legally obliged to 

provide infrastructure for full development that could be accommodated by 

a particular zone, and it would be financially imprudent to do so, as that 

development may never eventuate.  The proposed Papakāinga / Kāinga 

Nohoanga zone is therefore being treated in the same way as the Council 

would treat any other land that is zoned for development. 

 

4. What water and wastewater options are available for landowners to implement in 

circumstances where Council services are not provided?  

 

4.1 Where Council does not provide a water supply service, this needs to be 

provided via a private water supply, from groundwater, rainwater or surface 

water.  In the case of the Ōpukutahi Papakāinga / Kāinga Nohoanga zone, 

it may be possible for this to be serviced by the existing private community 

water supply. 

 

4.2 Where Council does not provide a wastewater service, this needs to be 

provided via a private wastewater treatment and disposal system.  The 

wastewater treatment system would typically be a septic tank or 

mechanical treatment plant (e.g. Oasis), with an on-site land disposal 

system. 

 

 

Bridget O'Brien 

27 November 2015 


