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1. INTRODUCTION AND EXPERIENCE 

 

1.1 My name is Robert John Potts. 

 

1.2 I have prepared a statement of primary evidence in this matter dated 16 

October 2015.  

 

1.3 My qualifications and experience are as set out in paragraphs 1.2 to 1.5 of my 

primary evidence.  

 

2. MAXIMUM RECORDED GROUNDWATER LEVEL AND SEASONAL HIGH WATER 

TABLE 

 

2.1 In paragraphs 5.1 to 5.7 of my primary evidence, I considered the difference 

between "Maximum Recorded Ground Water Level" and "Seasonal High Water 

Table", which set the measuring point for determining the maximum permitted 

level of excavation before a consent is triggered. 

 

2.2 The Council's revised proposal dated 17 September 2015 used the term 

"Maximum Recorded Groundwater Level".  At mediation it was agreed that the 

term "Seasonal High Water Table" should be used instead.  This was defined 

as: 

 

means, at the time the activity is established, the highest elevation that the water table has 

reached between the months of June and August inclusive. 

 

2.3 In my primary evidence, I supported this on the basis that: 

 

(a) Seasonal High Water Table is the term used by the Regional Council; 

and 

 

(b) My understanding was that this approach would coincide with the 

highest annual groundwater levels, as these would take place 

between the months of June and August and therefore come within 

the definition.1 

 

                                                                                                                                                               
1  Paragraph 5.5 of my primary evidence. 
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2.4 I now understand from the rebuttal evidence of Dr Rutter that "Seasonal High 

Water Table" and "Maximum Recorded Groundwater Level" are not necessarily 

the same thing, with some highest readings occurring outside the June to 

August period used in the definition of Seasonal High Water Table. 

 

2.5 Therefore, based on Dr Rutter’s further investigations (explained at paragraph 

3.26 of her rebuttal evidence), and from my perspective in assessing the 

viability of long-term land use, I am of the opinion that the term "Highest 

Recorded Groundwater" should be used in the pRDP.  Otherwise, there is a 

risk that the highest recorded water level may not be used, and permitted 

excavation allowed closer than is intended to the water table. 

 

2.6 This is a reversal of my opinion in my primary evidence. 

 

 

 

 
Rob Potts 
12 November 2015 


