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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 My name is Mike John Major Neilson. 

1.2 I am the director of Cathedral City Development Limited and authorised 

to give evidence on behalf of the company.   

2. BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 

2.1 Cathedral City Development Limited was formed in 1985 to develop two 

adjoining land blocks on Cashmere with the extension of Longhurst 

Terrace north east of the Sign of the Takahe.   

2.2 The original land area was about 20ha in total of which 13ha was sub-

divided into 97 lots of around 1,000 m2, road and green reserve.  The 

97 lots were developed and sold over a period of 18 years.  The 

development included covenants that constrained and required 

purchasers to build only a single unit private residential dwellings with 

height, siting and design approvals taking into consideration natural 

light, view and privacy for adjacent properties.  The layout was 

designed to ensure a quality place to live for the residents of Cashmere 

Heights.  

2.3 The rural zoned balance area of 6.8ha was planted in pinus radiata in 

1994.  The trees were thinned and pruned in the early years.  The high 

winds between 3 and 5 March 2014 uprooted and damaged about 20-

30% of the stand.  Nearly $25,000 was spent clearing 40 metres back 

from the western boundary to make the area safe for the neighbours. 

2.4 Since then buyers were sought for the felled logs for milling or firewood, 

but to no avail.  To remove the whole stand to mill or export the logs is 

subject to access permits and costs which makes the exercise 

uneconomic.  The firewood market is currently oversupplied with all the 

other damaged trees on the Port Hills from the same storm. 

2.5 The plantation now requires further work in felling all damaged trees 

and eventually without an alternative use clear fell the entire block to 

make safe for the public.  It is expected this would cost several hundred 

thousand dollars. 
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2.6 In 2009 I was approached by Hamish Masters, a Park Ranger with the 

Port Hills Regional Park seeking permission to rebuild a new gate and 

fence at the end of Harry Ell Drive and create an improved pedestrian 

access through the pine plantation.  With my permission he arranged 

this at our cost.  He also confirmed he had talked to our area head 

ranger, Paul Devlin, about the possibility of us initiating native plantings 

along the boundary edges.  I was told that they supported our initiative. 

3. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.1 The site is intended to be developed as a low density residential 

subdivision with 10 x 1500m2 properties.  I intend to enhance the area 

though native plantings and deliver a high quality option for future 

residents, as well as for visitors to the Park.  A large proportion of pine 

plantation will be retained and vested with the Victoria Park Trust so 

that it can be used as a nursery to establish native plantings.  I am 

pleased to have the support of the park rangers for what I am proposing 

to do with the planting in this location. 

3.2 Attachment "A" of my evidence shows the location and extent of the 

property in a number of different ways. These include: 

(a) An aerial shot of the site before the March 2014 wind damage; 

(b) A Google Maps view February 2015 showing site, surrounds, 

wind damage and clearance; 

(c) A photograph of a section of site with felled trees and clearance 

following the wind damage of March 2014; 

(d) A section site plan – stage one of the Cashmere Heights Sub-

division begun in 1986 and shows the rural block as proposed 

future development; and 

(e) The concept plan for rezoning the site. 

3.3 It is my goal to create a great environment for all the residents of the 

subdivision, but also to improve the recreational opportunities for 

visitors and locals alike.  If the site is developed we will be able to 
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continue the walking track that connects with Victoria Park and to the 

Bowenvale Valley.   

3.4 The site is uneconomic as a pine plantation and I look forward to seeing 

this development realised. 

 

Mike Neilson 

27 August 2015 
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