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INTRODUCTION 

1 My name is Lisa Marie Williams.  I am a planner and transport planner 

practising with Novo Group Limited in Christchurch.  Novo Group is a 

resource management planning and traffic engineering consulting company 

that provides resource management related advice to local authorities and 

private clients.    

2 I hold the qualifications of a Bachelor of Environmental Management (BEM) 

from Lincoln University and a Master of Engineering –Transport (MET) from 

the University of Canterbury.   

3 I have nine years of experience working in resource management planning 

and transport planning. During this time I have worked for and on behalf 

of local government and for private clients.  

4 My specific experience relevant to this evidence includes the preparation 

and processing of land use resource consent applications for a wide variety 

of activities, both pre- and post-earthquake, for private clients and Council.  

5 The experience described above has given me a very good understanding 

of the challenges faced and the relevant consenting process, for other 

activities to establish and operate in rural zones. 

6 I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses contained in the 

Environment Court Practice Note 2014. I have complied with it in preparing 

this evidence and I agree to comply with it in presenting evidence at this 

hearing. The evidence that I give is within my area of expertise except 

where I state that my evidence is given in reliance on another person’s 

evidence. I have considered all material facts that are known to me that 

might alter or detract from the opinions that I express in this evidence. 

7 In preparing my evidence I have reviewed: 

(a) The Statement of Expectations; 

(b) Chapter 3 (Strategic Directions) of the District Plan1, 

                                       
1 Decision version 26 February 2015. 
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(c) The Rural Stage 2 Proposal (notified version 2 May 2015 and revised 

proposals dated 17 September and 15 October 2015); 

(d) The section 32 report; 

(e) The evidence of Debbie Hogan for the Christchurch City Council.   

8 Whilst I have read only the provisions of the above as they relate to SCNZs 

submission, I have scanned the remainder of those documents. 

 

Scope of Evidence 

9 My evidence is presented on behalf of The South New Zealand Conference 

of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (“SNZC”).  

10 Noting my experience and the nature of the submission by SNZC, my 

evidence focuses on the practical application of the Rural Proposal (Chapter 

17) to the extent that it applies to the land and activities undertaken by 

SNZC.   
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STATEMENT  

Background to the submission 

11 SNZC’s submission sought amendments to the relevant Rural Urban Fringe 

objectives, policies, and rules, as they related to the existing spiritual and 

camping ground activities undertaken at their site at 20 Farrells Road 

(known as Pascoe Park). 

12 Pascoe Park occupies a site of approximately 7.2085 ha and contains a 

variety of buildings (including amenities blocks and buildings for spiritual 

activities), camping sites, motels / cabins, and ancillary recreation, parking, 

access, and landscaping areas. The site is legally described as Lot 3, DP 

18474 and its location is shown in Figure 1 below.  

 

 
Figure 1: Aerial Photo showing existing layout of the site and key uses 

13 The activities on the site include: 

i. Spiritual activities including weekly use by the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church for spiritual gatherings and ancillary church programs (for 

example, youth programs). 

ii. An annual event run by SNZC and held over the Christmas holidays 

attracting around 600 people of all ages staying on-site for the 
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duration of the event and up to 1200 people on site during the day on 

weekends. Marquees are erected each year for the main meetings, 

gatherings and worship etc. 

iii. Day to day use as a commercial camping ground providing 171 

camping sites, 8 bed motel unit, and four cabins accommodating up 

to 32 people. 

14 A number of the existing buildings on the site sustained earthquake 

damage and SNZC are preparing a program to replace these buildings and 

redevelop the site over the next 5-10 years (as funding is available) to 

better meet the needs of the various activities. 

15 SNZC’s submission set out that the proposed Rural Urban Fringe rules as 

notified would result in an onerous consenting process for the future 

redevelopment of the site and did not appropriately recognise the long 

history of use of this site for spiritual and camping ground activities. 

Particularly, under the operative City Plan spiritual activities on the site are 

specifically provided for as scheduled activities and camping grounds were 

generally permitted, subject to bulk and location related rules. These 

activities were proposed to be discretionary under the Rural Urban Fringe 

rules as notified. 

16 The proposed Rural zone objectives and policies as notified did not 

acknowledge the need for and long standing history of community facilities 

(such as the spiritual activities at Pascoe Park) within the Rural zone. 

 

Mediation 

17 SNZC and Council have participated in informal mediation and the revised 

proposal dated 15 October 2015 includes a number changes that address 

the relief sought by SNZC. This includes: 

 Policy 17.1.1.X Community Facilities 

 Permitted activity 17.3.2.1P18 (for camping ground and spiritual 

activities at 20 Farrells Road). 

18 To give effect to 17.3.2.1 P18 exemptions have been included from the 

following rules: 
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 17.3.2.3 RD10  (New Community Facility) 

 17.3.2.4 D1  (Guess Accommodation) 

19 An error has however occurred in the exemptions rule reference of the 

revised proposal dated 15th October 2015. The error and amendment is 

shown as track changes below. 

17.3.2.4 D1 

Guest Accommodation other than Farm Stays permitted under Rule 

17.43.2.1 P18 or …. 

17.3.2.3 RD10 

New Community facility, except for Education activities, other than those 

provided for under Rule 17.43.2.1 P18 …… 

20 Subject to the correction of the rule references shown above, I support the 

proposed changes and concur with the conclusions in paragraphs 10.63-

10.65 and 11.41 of Ms Hogan’s evidence that these changes will support 

the ongoing operation of existing and development of new community 

facilities which will provide for the social and cultural needs of communities 

and recognise that community facilities are in many cases and established 

part of the rural community. I also concur that this is the most appropriate 

way to achieve Objective 17.1.1.6.4, strategic directions objectives 3.3.1 - 

3.3.3, is consistent with higher order policy and will achieve the purpose of 

the Resource Management Act. 

Additional Matters Arising From Revised Proposal. 

21 The revised proposal dated 15th October 2015 included the following change 

in wording for 17.3.2.1 Permitted Activities P14: 

 

Repairs, replacement and / or additions to existing Place of 

assembly community facility. 

22 Noting that any building on SNZC’s site within which spiritual activities were 

undertaken would fall within the definition of a community facility it is 

sought that an exemption from P14 is provided as follows: 

 

Repairs, replacement and / or additions to existing Place of 

assembly community facility, other than those provided for 

under Rule 17.3.2.1 P18. 
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23 The above change is sought to recognise that site specific controls have 

been provided for the Pascoe Park site under 17.3.2.1 P18 and without the 

exemption sought above 17.3.2.1 P18 would be undermined by the 

requirements of 17.3.2.1 P14. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

24 Subject to the adoption of the amendments set out above in respect to rule 

exemptions, I support the provisions of the revised proposal dated 15 

October 2015. 

 

 

Lisa Marie Williams 

28 October 2015 

 


