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INTRODUCTION 

1 My full name is Bruce Campbell Rule. 

2 I am the Operations Manager of The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust (Trust).  

I have held that position since 2012.  

3 The role of Operations Manager encompasses managing the assets owned by the 

Trust, whilst also being responsible for daily operations.   

4 I have held various engineering and management roles within the Isaac Group since 

1978.  Through those roles, I have gained considerable experience in the 

construction and quarrying industries, including in pavement construction, design, 

manufacture and application of bituminous products, and quality management 

including testing of quarry products.  

5 My role within the Trust involves responsibility for:- 

5.1 Maintenance of existing assets, including Dairy Farm, Sheep Farm, Salmon 

Hatchery, Salmon Farm, Salmon Processing Factory, Isaac House (Three 

Story, Earthquake-Damaged, Commercial Historic Building in Christchurch 

CBD), five residential rental properties, numerous commercial properties 

used by The Isaac Construction Company and an Historic Village; 

5.2 Conservation activities of rearing and releasing critically endangered 

threatened species of fauna including endemic New Zealand Birds (Black 

Stilt, Orange Fronted Parakeet, Shore Plover, Blue Duck and Brown Teal), 

Tuatara, Skink, and Canterbury Mudfish;  

5.3 Conservation of historic structures including early Christchurch Dwellings, 

Church, Jail and School Dentist; 

5.4 All staff working for The Trust including Administration, Wildlife, Landscape 

and Maintenance Divisions. Total staff 16 employees;  

5.5 Resource Management and consenting activities for the Trust; and 

5.6 Reporting to The Trustees.  
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6 I hold a New Zealand Certificate of Engineering (Civil) (1978). I am a Registered 

Engineering Associate (1993), and a Technical member (Engineering Technologist) 

of the Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand (2000).  I am also a member 

of The Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board 

7 I have relied on planning and legal advice in respect of Chapter 17 (Rural) and what 

it might mean for the Trust’s activities.   

8 I am authorised to provide this evidence on behalf of the Trust. 

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

9 In this statement of evidence, I will: 

9.1 Provide an overview of the Trust and its objectives; 

9.2 Describe the conservation activities undertaken by the Trust; 

9.3 Describe the Peacock Springs Conservation Area and what occurs within it; 

9.4 Explain the role of non-conservation activities in the Trust’s work and their 

importance to achieving the Trust’s objectives. 

SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE 

10 The Trust is a self-funded and is a registered charitable trust. The Trust is 

administered in accordance with a set of objectives that reflect the wishes of the late 

Sir Neil and Lady Diana Isaac to develop a conservation park through the 

rehabilitation of quarry land at McLean’s Island and to assist with the need for 

protecting endemic endangered bird, reptile and plant species.    

11 The Trust’s landholdings comprise 1100ha of land located at McLean’s Island, 

northwest of Christchurch International Airport (Airport). The Isaac Group has been 

established at McLean’s Island since 1951 when the first part of the current 

landholdings was acquired. Various activities are carried out on the site and 

controlled by the Trust including quarrying and clean fill operations, salmon farming 

and processing, dairy farming, sheep, beef and crop farming, rental housing, asphalt 

manufacture, construction company, engineering and plant repair workshops, 

concrete manufacture, a heritage village and wildlife operations. 
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12 Income derived from the Trust’s landholdings and associated commercial 

enterprises provide the necessary funding for various conservation projects within 

the Isaac estate in accordance with the Trust’s objectives.    

The Trust and its Objectives 

13 The Trust is a privately funded charitable trust, founded in 2009.  However the work 

of the Trust was initially established in 1977, with the creation of The Isaac Wildlife 

Trust (now incorporated into The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust) by Sir Neil 

and Lady Diana Isaac, who’s shared vision, now continued by the Trust, was to 

demonstrate that commerce and conservation can progress in partnership.  

14 As stated above, the Trust owns 1100 hectares of land at McLean’s Island, to the 

northwest of Christchurch and northwest of the Airport.  This is shown on the map 

attached to my evidence as Annexure A.   

15 The land effectively comprises four parts:  

15.1 The Isaac Conservation Park; 

15.2 Peacock Springs Conservation Area (Peacock Springs);  

15.3 Farm Land; and 

15.4 Quarrying and associated activity land. 

16 The land abuts, in part, the southern Primary Stop bank of the Waimakariri River to 

the north, the Canterbury Regional Council McLean’s Island recreational resources 

to the west, McLeans Island Road to the south and adjoins and links with 

Clearwater Golf Resort to the east. The land sits within an area that historically 

formed part of the southern branch of the Waimakariri River, known as The 

Otukaikino Stream. 

17 The Trust Deed provides the future direction of the conservation and wildlife 

activities at Peacock Springs.  In accordance with the wishes of the late Sir Neil and 

Lady Diana Isaac, these are to develop a conservation park through the 

rehabilitation of quarry land at McLean’s Island and to assist with the need for 

protecting endemic endangered bird, reptile and plant species.  Under the Deed, the 

Trust’s objectives include: 

17.1 The completion of the Conservation Park for posterity. 

2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

4 of 18



4 

17.2 The reclamation of quarry land for the creation of wildlife habitat. 

17.3 The breeding of endangered endemic bird, reptile and plant species. 

17.4 To promote public support and interest for preservation and conservation 

programmes. 

17.5 The creation of an Historic Village.  

18 The Trust is required to fund the achievement of these objectives. In simple terms, 

the Trust controls a number of income producing activities (e.g. quarrying and 

construction) and money from these activities provides funding for the various Trust 

projects, including the on-going development of the Conservation Park and 

associated conservation and wildlife activities. 

Conservation Activities of the Trust 

19 The Trust employs 16 people involved in wildlife, maintenance, landscape and 

administration duties.   

20 There are three major focuses for the Trust at both a long-term and every day level: 

20.1 Fauna conservation – The Trust runs captive breeding programs for critically 

endangered endemic species of birds, reptiles and fish, which has been 

instrumental in preventing certain species from extinction. This work is 

undertaken in the south-western section of the Conservation Park called 

Peacock Springs. This site encompasses approximately 200 hectares of 

former quarry pits, which have been rehabilitated to house purpose-built 

aviaries and enclosures. The Trust’s efforts concentrate on the ongoing 

success of the captive breeding programs within this part of the 

Conservation Park, and maintaining its network of water bodies which are 

also utilised and of vital importance to the breeding programs. 

20.2 Flora conservation – Re-vegetation is another vital part of the Trust’s overall 

plan for the Conservation Park. The Trust’s efforts focus on an endemic 

range of native vegetation in pockets, across parts of the 1100 ha site. 

Endemic native planting is an ongoing exercise and examples include 

Otukaikino Stream (South Branch / Waimakariri River). Walking tracks will 

be developed on the land adjacent to Otukaikino Stream, so that the general 

public can enjoy access to the river and observe the native planting program. 
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20.3 Historic building conservation – The Trust has begun a process embodied by 

the creation and development of the Heritage Village. These buildings are 

rescued from demolition and brought to the site to be fully restored. 

21 These activities occur throughout the Trust’s land.   

22 As part of its captive breeding activities, the Trust works in conjunction with the 

Department of Conservation and their relative species recovery groups, the Zoo and 

Aquarium Association plus other New Zealand captive breeding institutions. The 

Trust currently breeds the following species: black stilt, NZ shore plover, orange-

fronted parakeet, blue duck, brown teal, tuatara, grand skink, Otago skink and 

Canterbury mudfish. The Trust also breeds Cape Barren geese and mute swan for 

Ducks Unlimited New Zealand. In the past the Trust has held North Island brown 

kiwi, Campbell Island teal, yellow-crowned parakeet, red-crowned parakeet, kea, 

yellowhead and NZ wood pigeon. 

23 The Trust and DOC entered into an MOU in May 2015.  A copy of that MOU is 

attached as Annexure B. 

24 The Trust has decades of animal husbandry and captive breeding experience, 

specialising in New Zealand species with a high threat status. The Trust is currently 

the only facility to breed orange-fronted parakeet globally, the only facility outside of 

the Department of Conservation to breed black stilt and New Zealand shore plover, 

and is a significant contributor in annual blue duck and brown teal releases. Wild 

collected eggs are also transferred to the Trust for various species. Eggs are 

artificially incubated, chicks reared and juveniles pre-conditioned, until release into 

the wild. 

25 The Trust also funds a number of University and other scholarships to encourage 

and support the study and understanding of conservation and the environment. 

The Peacock Springs Conservation Area 

26 The Peacock Springs Conservation Area covers approximately 73 ha of land.  The 

Council is proposing to show it as Appendix 17.9X.  To assist with understanding, I 

have included Annexure C, which shows the same area at a finer scale. 

27 Peacock Springs is where the main conservation activities of fauna are carried out. 

The park started development during the early 1950s. Initially, the land was quarried 

for local roading projects including the construction of Memorial Avenue. The water 
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table is about three to four metres below ground level. The gravel (fine grained 

indurated sandstone), was quarried and processed into concrete, asphalt, base 

course and other materials. Eventually, lakes were formed and connected through a 

series of channels to become the headwaters of the Otukaikino Stream.   

Development continued to the 1970s at which time The Isaac Wildlife Trust was 

formed to make a commitment to conservation.  

28 The Trust has developed significant infrastructure for the breeding and rearing of 

critically endangered birds since the early 1990s. Our current Wildlife Manager 

started her involvement in this project in 1992. Waterways have been developed for 

wading birds and purpose built aviaries have been constructed to create an 

environment where critically endangered birds can breed and be conditioned for 

eventual release back into the wild. Investment of aviaries and associated 

infrastructure runs into millions of dollars. The buildings associated with these 

activities have an insurance replacement value of $6,929,800 and total area of 

12,465m2. The Trust would be unable to carry out its objectives without this 

infrastructure.  

29 Most of the aviaries are constructed of a concrete ring foundation, used to create an 

impenetrable barrier to exclude predators. The walls and roof is designed and 

constructed with galvanised steel beams and covered with welded mesh. Some of 

the aviaries are lined with shade cloth to prevent injury while conditioning birds for 

release. We have plans to increase our breeding capacity of Blue Duck and Orange 

Fronted Parakeet. The plans have been discussed with The Department of 

Conservation and individual species recovery groups. The approximate area of new 

aviaries will be 120m2. 

30 The Peacock Springs Overlay includes:- 

30.1 Wetlands on our western boundary. Black Stilt, Shore Plover and Brown 

Teal are housed in purpose built aviaries on this site.  

30.2 Waterways flowing from the wetlands through our salmon farms and gravel 

processing areas into lakes and streams on our eastern boundary. The lakes 

and streams are bounded by areas of native plantings and aviaries and 

cages containing Orange fronted Parakeet, Blue Duck, Skink and Tuatara. 

Some of the ponds contain the rare Canterbury Mud Fish. The Trust Wildlife 

Headquarters is located in the centre of Peacock Springs.  
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30.3 The final part of the Peacock Springs Overlay is located on our South East 

boundary. This area contains our Heritage Village. Most of this area can be 

seen from McLeans Island Rd. The village will be open to public groups in 

the future, once washroom and other infrastructure has been completed. We 

occasionally allow specially supervised small public groups to visit our bird 

breeding aviaries. Otherwise these areas are off limits to everyone except 

Wildlife Staff. This enables the fauna to breed in the best possible natural 

environment. We recommend to people interested in our wildlife activity to 

follow us on Facebook and we also publish a quarterly newsletter to friends 

of the Trust.  

Non-Conservation Activities 

31 The Trust is a private institution and is registered as a charity (Number CC43461). 

Over the past two years our revenue expenditure on charitable activities was 

$904,862 and $791,650 for the years ended 30 June 2015 and 2014 respectively. 

32 Our annual budget expenditure on Wildlife alone, is over $400k.  

33 All our income is derived from assets owned by the Trust. The approximate 

combined value of all assets is $100 Million.  

34 At present there is a range of income generating activities occurring at our site at 

McLeans Island. Most of these activities are associated with quarrying and 

processing of gravel, design, manufacturing and application of roading materials, 

concrete plant, salmon hatchery and processing factory,  farming of sheep, cattle, 

goats and salmon and residential rental properties.  

35 The Salmon Operation is divided into 3 parts. Hatchery, Farm (Multiple Raceways) 

and Processing Factory. Aoraki Salmon hold the lease for all of these activities and 

they employ 83 staff. 

36 The Farming Operations are divided into 3 parts. Dairy, Sheep and Mixed. The 

lease for each farm is separate and these farms utilise the major portion of our land 

holdings. 

37 We have six residential rental properties on our site. Four properties are associated 

with the farming operations. 
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38 Ashby Concrete operate the largest (150m3/hour) concrete plant in Christchurch, on 

land leased from the Trust. They employ 65 staff. 

39 Other organisations utilise our site for training purposes, including search and 

rescue and police dogs. 

40 The largest tenant on our site is The Isaac Construction Company Ltd. That 

employs approximately 200 staff and carries out a range of activities onsite, 

primarily associated with the extraction and processing of gravels, an asphalt plant, 

cleanfilling, laboratory, public weighbridge, engineering, workshops, administration 

offices, and associated infrastructure supporting offsite activities of roading and 

pavement design, construction, drainage, sealing and paving. 

41 The Trust does not operate in a static environment.  The Trustees are conscious 

that quarrying, even though long term, is finite.  The Trust therefore remains 

committed to exploring future alternative income streams.  One of our future plans is 

to construct a replacement engineering and servicing workshop.  The existing 

workshop is no longer fit for purpose and not large enough. However, to construct a 

new workshop of the size needed and to a modern standard will cost a significant 

amount of money.  To make this exercise affordable, we would need to extend the 

service offering to other nearby businesses (such as AML Concrete or Downer’s).   

42 We expect the new workshop would carry out all the existing engineering and 

servicing activities presently undertaken, as well as providing an opportunity to 

provide services to other associated activities, and potentially for other local 

businesses.   In this way, the workshop becomes affordable and efficient.   

43 Quarrying, while finite, is of major significance in funding the Trust.  As part of our 

request, we have sought an allowance for aggregate stockpile height to increase 

from 3 metres to 5 metres above natural ground level.  This was important to the 

Trust to ensure there is always sufficient capacity within the stockpiles to efficiently 

serve the ashphalt plant in delivering consistently high product.  Our request was 

based on what the Trust knows is actually needed to do this, based on experience. 

44 My discussion above illustrates the Trust’s long term approach to ensure that 

adequate income is provided to fund the charitable expenditure. 
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CONCLUSION 

45 The Trust relies on income derived from its landholdings and associated enterprises 

to provide the funding necessary for the various conservation projects which are 

undertaken in accordance with the Trust’s objectives.  The Trust is participating in 

this process as it recognises the importance of the District Planning framework for 

the activities it currently undertakes, and may need to undertake, to ensure the 

Trust’s objectives can be achieved. 

 

Bruce Rule 

29 October 2015 
 

2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

10 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

11 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

12 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

13 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

14 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

15 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

16 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

17 of 18



2146 Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust
Bruce Rule with all attachments

18 of 18


	DC-116681-1-158-1 Annexure A to Evidence of Bruce Rule  29 Oct 2015.pdf
	DC-116681-1-157-1 Annexure B to Evidence of Bruce Rule.pdf
	ACL-116681-1-162-1 Appendix C to Bruce Rules evidence - 29-10-15.pdf

