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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 My name is Daniel Gerrit van Asch. I am a Trustee in the van Asch Hoon Hay 

Trust. I am the managing Trustee for this and an adjoining family owned block 

of land between Hoon Hay Valley, the Halswell Quarry park and Kennedys 

Bush Track. My family has leased or owned this property since 1926, and I 

have been involved with the management and development of the land since 

1986.  

 

1.2 I hold a Bachelor of Commerce (Valuation and Farm Management) from 

Lincoln University. I have 20 years experience in land development of the 

family property, on the western Port Hills in Christchurch.  This began with a  

privately initiated zone change and has included the previous Christchurch 

City Plan review process.  

 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

 

2.1 During my involvement with land management I have met a wide variety of 

people, with varying views, interests and requests. From this I have formed a 

view of an integrated management plan for the family property. This includes 

agriculture, conservation, recreation and residential development. 

 

2.2 The original privately initiated zone change covering 17 hectares at the top of 

Kennedys Bush Road in 1995 created Residential 3F, a new living zone on 

the Port Hills. This became Living Hills A (Upper Kennedys Bush Road) in the 

last City Plan review. Essentially this zone was a medium density zone, with a 

minimum average section size of 1500 sq m, and a minimum section size of 

850 sq m. This was in response to a view at that time from planners that a 

gradual transition from urban to rural was desirable. The larger sections 

enabled a greater separation between buildings, and provided opportunity for 

more panting amongst the built environment. 

 

2.3 After submissions to the 2000 City Plan review a further area of LHA zone 

was extended across the trust land to the east, and fronting onto Cashmere 

Road. This zoning was deferred until 2004, or until sewer capacity was 

available. After resolution of an appeal a further area above this was also 

rezoned LHA (Upper Kennedys Bush Road), deferred 2008. The combined 

area is now called Redmund Spur.  

 

2.4 Part of the last Plan review included a change initiated by me to change an 

area of rural land immediately adjacent to the Halswell Quarry Park 

containing a pine plantation to a conservation zone. This was successful, and 

is now to be called Open Space natural (ON).  Shortly after this I constructed 

a mountain bike track, also suitable for walkers, to link Kennedys bush Track, 

through the pine plantation, to the Quarry Park. This track is called the 

Crocodile Track. Since then a number of other bike and walking tracks have 

been constructed on the Trust land, with its full support, by various volunteer 

groups. 



 

2.5 One of the interesting results of a long term hands on approach to land 

management is the opportunity to listen to a number of opinions on the use of 

land. My work developing residential section brought me into contact with one 

part of the City’s population. The contact with the recreationists and also with 

the various lessees of the farm property has also provided me with a wide 

range of views. 

 

3.0 PROPOSALS FOR MIXED DEMOGRAPHIC HILL SUBDIVISION 

 

3.1 It is apparent to me that demographic changes are occurring with regard to 

housing needs on the Port Hills. The recent events in Christchurch have 

changed many ideas on what is necessary, desirable, or wanted in terms of 

housing. Along with this, at least amongst the people I have contact with,  is a 

general trend towards more outdoor exercise, and an awareness of some of 

the environmental effects of change, and often a desire to improve the built 

environment. 

 

3.2 I believe a reasoned and reasonable response to this is achievable. The most 

common questions from people looking at new stages of development relates 

to the variation in lot sizes of the sections. This is often because they want a 

small house, with less land to look after. There are still many people who 

want a large or very large section, according to their needs. The constant 

from 20 years of observation, is that the variation of lot sizes within a 

development is important. 

 

3.3 The Redmund Spur Mixed Density Overlay addresses the issue of providing 

a wide range of section sizes, and therefore opportunities to build a wide 

range of types of dwelling. This in itself creates an interesting and non 

uniform built environment. A part of the effect of the variety of section sizes is 

a further opportunity to mitigate the visual effects of the built environment with 

a wide variety of planting.  

 

3.4 There are parts of the trust land that are not suitable for residential 

development. From my experience it is likely that some of them could 

continue to be farmed as part of the current sheep and beef grazing 

operation. Other parts of the land could eventually be zoned, as in the past, 

for open space areas, with or without an agricultural use. It is also highly likely 

that further recreational links will be developed on the property for bikers and 

walkers. As with the current situation, these tracks can successfully be in both 

or either of public or private ownership. 

 

4.0 CONCLUSION 

 

4.1 I do not think that the management and land use ideas and ideals that my 

family and I share are in any way unique or particularly special. To me they 

simply represent a considered response to a set of circumstances including a 

long tenure on the land, a very good understanding of the resources and 



limitations of the land, a desire to lead change and a track record of 

responsible development.  

 

4.2 Adopting the overlay to the current residential zone rules over the property 

will allow an interesting and socially responsible outcome to the changing 

needs of Christchurch, benefitting both residents and visitors to the area. 

 

 

 

 

 


