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May it please the Panel: 
 

1. Transpower New Zealand Ltd (Transpower) supports the Revised 

Proposal for Proposal 11 filed by the Council on 18 December 2015 

except it remains concerned that Policy 11.1.2.1 relating to the ‘Adverse 

Effects of Utilities’ provides a less stringent test for the effects of utilities 

that are of a similar scale to the National Grid, compared to the test for 

the National Grid. As noted by Ms McLeod during the hearing, this 

outcome is “somewhat perverse”.1 

2. Transpower acknowledges that the Hearings Panel must give effect to 

the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 (the 

NPSET). This includes Policy 8 of the NPSET which requires that in 

rural environments planning and development of the transmission 

system should seek to avoid adverse effects on special features such as 

outstanding natural landscapes. 

3. Ms McLeod highlighted during the hearing on Proposal 11 that “I do note 

that as part of Stage 3 there is a need to revisit the approach in 

terminology around matters such as the outstanding natural landscapes 

and areas of high natural character, so that this policy is aligned with the 

Replacement Plan on these matters.”2  

4. This matter is still a live issue in the Proposal 9 hearing. Ms Jenkin noted 

in her rebuttal evidence for Proposal 9 that there remains the potential 

for further amendment to Policy 11.1.2.1 and this would include 

considering Ms McLeod’s observation regarding the potential for the 

National Grid to be subject to greater policy constraints than other  

 

 

 

                                                
1 Lines 16-20, page 29 of the Transcript dated 2 December 2015 
2 Lines 23-26, page 29 of the Transcript dated 2 December 2015 
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utilities with the same or similar effects.3 

 

______________________________ 
 
AJL Beatson/ N J Garvan 
Counsel for Transpower New Zealand Limited 
 
19 January 2016 

                                                
3 Statement of Rebuttal Evidence of Sarah Jenkin dated 18 December 2015, para 4.10 
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