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May it please the Hearings Panel — 
 

1. This memorandum is filed in accordance with the Panel’s directions,1 

and in response to Christchurch City Council (the Council)’s 

memorandum dated 21 November 2016. 

Amendments to Strategic Objective 3.3.12  

2. The Panel considered that there is ambiguity in the words that preface 

sub-clause iii of Strategic Direction 3.3.12 in its references to 

“incompatible activities” and “amongst other things”.  The Panel was 

“concerned that this combination of words could be open to being read 

to the effect that established residences are rendered ‘incompatible 

activities’ when they become exposed to unreasonable levels of engine 

testing noise”.2  The Panel “observed that such a reading does not sit 

well with the explicit exception given to noise sensitive activities within 

an existing residentially zoned urban area (subcl. iii.A.). Further, such a 

reading would appear to offend what the CRPS (particularly in Policy 

6.3.5(4)) intends concerning existing residentially zoned urban areas”.3  

3. The Council’s suggested amendments to Strategic Objective 3.3.12 

seek reference to new development and activities to make it clear that 

the Objective does not apply to existing uses. 

4. The Council’s amendments mean that sub-clause ii. of Strategic 

Objective 3.3.12 relating to the National Grid only applies to new 

development and new activities, rather than all activities as anticipated 

by Policies 10 and 11 of the National Policy Statement on Electricity 

                                                
1 Minute of the Panel dated 18 November 2016; Decision 56 Chapter 6: General Rules 

and Procedures (Part) – excluding Noise, Airport Matters and Hadley Park at [213]; and 

Decision 57 Chapter 6: General Rules and Procedures (Part) – Noise, Airport Matters 

and Hadley Park at [545(d)]. 

2 Decision 57 Chapter 6: General Rules and Procedures (Part) – Noise, Airport Matters 

and Hadley Park at [337].  

3 Decision 57 Chapter 6: General Rules and Procedures (Part) – Noise, Airport Matters 

and Hadley Park at [337].  
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Transmission (the NPSET). In practical terms, the expansion of an 

existing sensitive activity would not be subject to this objective if only 

“new” incompatible development and activities are to be avoided. 

5. In order to give effect to Policies10 and 11 of the NPSET, Transpower 

New Zealand Limited (Transpower) seeks the deletion of “new” from 

the start of the objective and the addition of “new” in subclause (iii) 

relating to noise sensitive activities within the contour for Christchurch 

International Airport as follows: 

Strategic infrastructure, including its role and function, is 

protected from incompatible new development and activities by 

avoiding adverse effects from them, including reverse sensitivity 

effects.  This includes: 

i. avoiding noise sensitive activities within the Lyttelton Port 

Influences Overlay area; and 

ii. managing activities to avoid adverse effects on the 

National Grid, including by identifying a buffer corridor 

within which sensitive activities will generally not be 

provided for; and 

iii. avoiding new noise sensitive activities within the 50dBA 

Ldn noise contour for Christchurch International Airport, 

except: 

A. within an existing residentially zoned urban area; 

or 

B. within a Residential Greenfield Priority Area 

identified in the Canterbury Regional Policy 

Statement Chapter, Map; or 

C. for permitted activities within the Open Space 3D 

(Clearwater) Zone of the Christchurch City Plan, or 

activities authorised by a resource consent 

granted on or before 6 December 2013; and 
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iv. managing the risk of bird strike to aircraft using 

Christchurch International Airport; and… 

6. Given that the Panel’s concern relates to established residences being 

rendered ‘incompatible activities’ when they become exposed to 

unreasonable levels of engine testing noise, Transpower considers that 

it is this subclause alone that should be amended to remove the 

ambiguity. 

Waterbody setbacks 

7. As discussed in the Memorandum of Counsel for Christchurch City 

Council dated 21 November 2016, the Panel has the power under 

clause 16 of Schedule 3 of the Order in Council to make minor 

corrections to its decisions and proposals.4 

8. Transpower agrees with the Panel that the waterbody setback 

provisions do not override the existing zone provisions.5 

9. However, Transpower is concerned that the provisions in 6.6.3 of the 

decisions version of the Replacement Plan relating to earthworks within 

waterbody setbacks are ambiguous.  Transpower considers that other 

parties may interpret the use of the words “where relevant” in 6.6.3(e) 

to mean that the National Grid rules relating to earthworks are not 

relevant where the exemptions in 6.6.3(h) apply.  Based on the 

Decision, we do not understand this to be the intent of the Panel. 

10. To ensure usability of the Replacement Plan moving forward, 

Transpower seeks to remove any ambiguity in relation to the National 

Grid rules for earthworks still applying in waterbody setbacks.  

Accordingly, Transpower respectfully requests a minor correction to the 

Decision as follows:  

                                                
4 See Memorandum of Counsel for Christchurch City Council requesting corrections to 

Decision 57 dated 21 November 2016 at [3]-[7]. 

5 Decision 56 Chapter 6: General Rules and Procedures (Part) – excluding Noise, 

Airport Matters and Hadley Park at [84] 
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i. The exemptions in h. above do not apply in the following 

circumstances:  

…. 

iii. To earthworks within 12 metres of the centre line of a 110kV 

or 220kV National Grid transmission line or an associated 

support structure, or within 10m of the centre line of a 66kV 

National Grid transmission line or an associated support 

structure. 

 

 

 
 
 
________________________________ 
 
AJL Beatson/ N J Garvan 
Counsel for Transpower New Zealand Limited 
 
25 November 2016 
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