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Background 

 

1 My name is Viatcheslav (Slava) Meyn. 

2 I am the director of Canterbury Sport Limited, which is the owner of the land 

and improvements at 466-482 Yaldhurst Road, Christchurch (the site). The 

site is legally described as Lot 2 DP 59957, Lot 1 DP 78059 and Lot 2 DP 

64235. 

3 I am authorised to give evidence on behalf of Canterbury Sport Limited, in 

relation to the submission (#2277) which seeks that the site be included 

within the Open Space – Metropolitan Facilities Zone (OSMF Zone).  

Motivations to develop a sports facility at the site 

 

4 On a personal level, I am involved in sports throughout the Christchurch 

region. I have played football all my life and remain an active player and 

passionate supporter. I am also involved in gymnastics, being on the board of 

Olympia Gymnastic Sports Christchurch. My wife and I have three children 

who are seriously involved in swimming, football, gymnastics and ballet. 

5 Since moving to Christchurch in August 2009, I have become passionate 

about the Christchurch region and I want to help the area recover post-

earthquakes. I believe a sports facility such as the one proposed would assist 

in achieving this goal.  

6 Upon first moving to New Zealand, I was unable to find a football club for my 

son until the next football season begun. This was when I first realised the 

need for such a development. 

7 I believe that such a sporting facility would benefit Christchurch and, in 

particular, give the youth of the city a venue for training and coaching. This is 

especially important to me as my own children are particularly interested in 

football and sports generally. 

8 I have personally seen the benefits of such an academy. In 2005 and 2006, I 

was President of the FC Okean Nakhodka club, which plays in Russia’s third-

tier football league. At this time, I funded two full-size artificial pitches and an 

indoor mini stadium for the club’s youth football academy. This benefitted the 

city greatly and we have seen great success from the academy’s graduates. I 

believe that Christchurch could benefit from a similar development. 

9 Following the Canterbury earthquakes, Christchurch has seen a massive loss 

of sporting facilities. I consider that the proposed development of the site by 

Canterbury Sport Limited will be an asset to the city, the region and the 

country, as it will boast international grade facilities.  
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Developments already existing on the site 

10 In 2014, I went through the resource consent process, to get consent to 

develop the first ‘stage’ of the sports facility I would like to develop on the 

site. This consent was granted (see RMA92023228), and it permits the 

following: 

 Two full sized artificial football fields; 10.1

 One full size natural turf football field; 10.2

 Six artificial mini football fields (two of which are covered); 10.3

 A clubrooms building (including spectator stand, changing rooms, 10.4

coaches room, some offices, a pro shop and a function room); and 

 Lighting for the fields, with conditions imposed in relation to heights 10.5

and angles.  

Site characteristics and suitability 

 

11 The site has a total area of 19.8 hectares. I chose the site as it is easily 

accessed from the city, and large enough to accommodate the activities.  

12 In comparison with other sports fields, the area which I have been able to 

acquire means that there is a good separation distance between the playing 

and spectator areas and the nearest dwelling. 

Frustrations with the planning process 

13 I initiated work on the plans to develop the site in May 2013 and I lodged a 

consent application on 7 August 2013. I have found the planning process to 

be extremely frustrating, especially in light of the fact that I am attempting to 

provide Christchurch with a much needed facility out of my own pocket. 

14 Even before purchasing the site in September 2011, I had discussed the 

potential for a proposal with the Council. I looked into various other sites and 

options such as the development of two artificial fields at Avonhead. To my 

frustration, the Council did not respond to these proposals. 

15 As above, I believe the sports facility would be hugely beneficial to the 

Christchurch region. I have been able to start development, due to the 

resource consent that was obtained in 2014. However, the resource consent 

process does not offer the certainty that I need that anchor projects will be 

able to go ahead. Resource consents are costly and time consuming.  
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16 Therefore, I strongly support the submission by Canterbury Sport Limited to 

rezone the site OSMF Zone. It reflects more accurately the development 

already in place on the site, and would allow for the expansion of other 

sporting facilities which would benefit Christchurch and the region.  

Intentions for the site 

 

17 In the future, I intend to undertake several stages of development at the site. 

My ultimate goal is to find joint venture partners to help fund potential 

facilities such as a 50 metre swimming pool, a gymnastics centre and an 

indoor sports stadium.  

Acquiring the land 

 

18 I moved to Christchurch in 2009. In 2011, I began looking for a potential site 

for a football academy. This involved looking at sites in Avonhead, 

Marshlands and near Harewood Golf Club. For various reasons, these sites 

did not turn out to be suitable. As such, I decided to purchase land on my 

own accord. In December 2012, I purchased eight hectares of land facing 

Yaldhurst Road. I purchased a further 12 hectares when it became available 

in May 2013.  

19 The land met the needs for a football facilities in that it was: 

 Close to the urban boundary; and  19.1

 Stable, free-draining land – which would not be subject to inundation, 19.2

or ponding of water, and was unlikely to be affected by any 

earthquakes. 

 In the northwest quadrant of the city, where I believe the focus of 19.3

urban development in Christchurch is occurring. 

Strategic development and location 

20 The approach to the current Academy leads directly off State Highway 73 

about 500m west of the State Highway 1/Yaldhurst Road intersection with the 

open speed limit applying West of the site. 

21 Access to the intersection is at a signal controlled intersection – aligned to 

the residential development on the Southern side of State Highway 73. 
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22 On the opposite side of the road, the land is zoned residential and the 

infrastructure in terms of roading, reticulation of services, and the 

establishment of the existing academy has its focus as being metropolitan in 

nature. 

23 I am very clear that the developments both current and future will be for the 

benefit of the wider metropolitan area of Christchurch. 

Proposed developments 

24 As above, I have been involved in in-depth discussions with the Council and 

through those various discussions, I have considered numerous options for 

future development at the site. Any future developments will likely be made in 

consultation with the Council so as to, hopefully, address the future needs of 

Christchurch. 

25 I also note that Christchurch is in a period of mass development. It may well 

be that a future Council or Government initiative, such as the metro sports 

facility, may satisfy the City’s need for many of the future development 

concepts I have considered for the site. In that case, it could possibly 

eventuate that the site could remain solely football oriented. 

26 I also believe it is important to note that many developments are dependent 

on obtaining the support and financial backing of other entities. I was willing 

to fund the first stage – the football fields and associated developments. 

However, it is my hope that other organisations will be willing to enter into 

joint venture agreements for future development. 

Dated 27 January 2016 

 

 

V Meyn 
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