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STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF IAN MURRAY KNIGHT 

 

 

I, Ian Murray Knight of Christchurch, company director state:-  
 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 I am a director of the submitter in this matter, Whittle Knight and 

Boatwood (Estate Agents) Limited (“Whittle Knight”).   

 

1.2 My brother, Gill Knight, also a director of Whittle Knight, arranged for 

the filing of a submission on behalf of Whittle Knight.  He is unavailable 

to make a statement in this matter, thus my involvement. 

 

2. Background to submission 

 

2.1 Whittle Knight is the owner of the building situated at 1 Clyde Road, 

Christchurch (“the subject property”). Whittle Knight has conducted a 

real estate and valuation business from the subject property for a 

number of years.   

 

2.2 The location of the subject is shown on the following plans / aerial 

photographs:- 

 

(i) the plan which I now produce as Attachment 1.  It will be 

noted that the subject property is surrounded by a number of  

properties on which commercial activities are operating.  In 

particular it will be noted that there are shops on the corner of 

Clyde Road and Riccarton Road, new shops and a restaurant 

on the corner of Euston Street and Riccarton Road, Ilam 

Toyota operates immediately opposite the subject property on 

Riccarton Road, and there are corner shops at the corner of 

Wharenui Road and Riccarton Road. 

 

(ii) an aerial photograph taken from the Clyde Road frontage 

showing the buildings situated at 1 Clyde Road and also the 

property next door at 3 Clyde Road.  Whittle Knight is the 

owner of 3 Clyde Road as well (Attachment 2). 
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(iii) a photograph being Attachment 3 showing the commercial 

buildings on the corner of Riccarton Road and Wharenui Road 

being Ilam Toyota and a number of established commercial 

activities on the other side of the road.   

 

(iv) Attachment 4 which shows the Riccarton Road and the 

Euston Street corner shops which are newly built. 

 
2.3 I note that in the Proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan 

(“the Proposed Plan”):- 

 
(i) Ilam Toyota is zoned as Industrial G; 

 

(ii) the property at the corner of Euston Street and 

Riccarton Road is zoned Commercial Local;    

 

(iii) the properties on the corner of Wharenui Road and 

Riccarton Road are zoned Commercial Local.  

 

2.4 A submission was filed on behalf of Whittle Knight to seek commercial 

zoning for the subject property, given the long history of commercial 

use and the fact that the commercial use of the subject property is 

unlikely to change at any time in the future.  

 

3. The history of the site 

 

3.1 Whittle Knight is a third generation family company, founded in 1966.  

The company has at all times operated a real estate agency and 

registered valuer business from the subject property.  So from 1966 

the entire house building was occupied for these purposes and this has 

continued to the present date. 

 

3.2 Prior to 1966, when Whittle Knight commenced the real estate and 

valuation business at the subject property, the building on site was 

used for commercial purposes, being a grocery and later a grocery and 

café.  Attached to my evidence as Attachment 5 is a statement from 

Murray Cleland, the business and property director of Miles Group, 

which operates Miles Toyota on the other side of Riccarton Road. 
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3.3 The site was purchased by Whittle Knight in 1966 from Mobil Oil.  At 

that time there was a proposal that Mobil Oil would establish a petrol 

station but this did not proceed.  Thereafter Whittle Knight purchased 

the site and decided to operate its business from the site after forming 

a new company. 

 

3.4 In August 2007 Whittle Knight obtained a consent to enable the 

extension of the real estate and valuation offices at the subject site.  

Attached to my evidence as Attachment 6 is a copy of the relevant 

resource consent.  The building of the extension commenced in 

September 2011. 

 
3.5 Attached to this statement is a compliance schedule from the 

Christchurch City Council in relation to 3 Clyde Road showing the 

intended use as being “commercial” (Attachment 7).   

 
3.6 In my view it is unthinkable that the subject site will ever return to 

residential.  This is for one or more of the following reasons:- 

 
(i) the subject site is on a very busy corner, namely the 

corner of Riccarton and Clyde Roads; 

 

(ii) the subject site is surrounded by commercial type 

activities which makes it unlikely that the subject site 

will be seen as a suitable candidate for residential 

occupation. 

 
3.7 Whilst Whittle Knight has no present intention of changing the nature 

of the business which is conducted from the subject site, given that the 

third generation of the family is now involved in the running of the real 

estate agency and valuation business, it is my view that the present 

zoning of the site is inappropriate and does not recognise modern day 

realities. 

 

4. Advice from Mr McCracken 

 

4.1 Whittle Knight has very recently consulted a senior resource planner, 

namely Mr McCracken.  In the time available, he has prepared a 
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statement which indicates that the site is suitable to be zoned 

Commercial L, reflecting its use since the 1950s. 

 

The statement from Mr McCracken is produced to the Panel. 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

In my opinion the longevity of the business and the nature of the 

surrounding businesses would lead to the conclusion that the 

appropriate zoning for the subject property is commercial, rather than 

residential and accordingly Whittle Knight seeks an alteration to the 

zoning of the subject property. 

 

 

 

           

I M KNIGHT 
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