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INTRODUCTION  

 

1. My full name is Penelope Helen Lemon.  I am a Resource Management Planner at 

Resource Management Group in Christchurch.    

 

2. I have appeared before the Hearings Panel in relation to Stage 1 and 2 matters of the 

proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan (pCRDP).  My qualifications and 

experience are set out in my Stage 1 Chapter 5 Natural Hazards evidence.1 

 

3. I have been asked to provide planning evidence on behalf of Orion for Stage 2 and 3 

Chapter 2, Definitions.   

 

4. The key documents I have used, or referred to, in forming my view while preparing 

this statement are: 

(a) the Stage 1 Chapter 5 decision, dated 17 July 2015; 

(b) the notified versions of Stage 2 and 3 Chapter 2; 

(c) the evidence of Sarah Jenkin for Council on Stage 2 and 3 Chapter 2, dated 

24 February 2016;  

(d) the evidence of Janine Sowerby for Council on Chapter 2, dated 24 February 

2015;  

(e) the evidence of Shane Watson for Orion on Stage 2 Chapter 11, dated 18 

November 2015; and 

(f) the Orion New Zealand Limited Closing Legal Submissions, Stage 2 Chapter 

11, dated 19 January 2016.  

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

5. I confirm that I have read the code of conduct for expert witnesses contained in the 

Environment Court’s Practice Note 2014.  I have complied with the practice note 

when preparing my written statement of evidence.  

 

6. I confirm that the issues addressed in this statement of evidence are within my area 

of expertise and I have not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might 

alter or detract from the opinions I express. 

 

                                                
1 Dated 20 February 2015, paragraphs 3 – 5. 



 

   
 

 

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

7. My evidence relates to submissions made by Orion on Stage 2 (#2340) and Stage 3 

(#3720) of Chapter 2 Definitions.  

8. This evidence largely records Orion’s agreement with Council’s position2.  However I 

am mindful that discussions of various definitions have taken place through a number 

of hearings, and therefore to assist the Panel, I briefly outline Orion’s position in 

respect of the definitions contained in its Stage 2 and 3 submissions and further 

submissions.   

 

ORION NEW ZEALAND LIMITED 

 

9. Orion owns and administers the electricity distribution network located between the 

Waimakariri and Rakaia Rivers and supply lines services to over 190,000 customers 

in Christchurch City and Selwyn District.  Orion’s core purpose is to consistently 

deliver a safe, secure and cost-effective supply of electricity. 

 

10. Mr Watson of Orion in his Stage 2 Chapter 11 evidence3 sets out that Orion is 

responsible for the operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of its network, 

which comprises underground cables, overhead lines, substations, transformers and 

associated structures.  These activities are directed by National Industry Codes of 

Practice and Electricity Network Technical Specification Standards, as well as district 

and regional planning requirements. 

 

ORION’S POSITION 

11. Orion agrees to the following definitions as listed in Council’s redline version of 

Chapter 2, dated 24 February 20164:  

- ‘ancillary equipment’ 

                                                
2 Evidence of Janine Sowerby, dated 24 February 2016, Appendix 2 Redline Version 

 
3 Evidence of Shane Watson for Orion, dated 18 November 2015, paragraphs 10 - 14 
4 Evidence of Janine Sowerby, dated 24 February 2016, Appendix 2 



 

   
 

- ‘building’.  Orion submitted on the Stage 1 definition, and agrees with the 

amendment to clause (h), for the exclusion of ‘utility cabinets’, which was agreed 

through Stage 2 Chapter 11. 

- ‘cabinet’ 

- ‘disturbance of soil’  

- ‘earthworks’  

- ‘electricity distribution’.  

- ‘electricity distribution lines’.  Orion continues to support the inclusion of this 

definition, and also seeks the inclusion of a more specific definition of ‘strategic 

electricity distribution lines’ for its strategic assets.  Refer to paragraph 13 below. 

- ‘excavation’   

- ‘hazardous facility’ 

- ‘hazardous substance’ 

- ‘identified building area’ 

- ‘mast’ 

- ‘minor upgrading’. This was agreed through Stage 2 Chapter 11, and the 

introduction of Rule 11.1.3.1 P9.  Orion does not wish to pursue the definition it 

sought in its Stage 3 Chapter 2 submission. 

- ‘sensitive activities’ 

- ‘transmission’ 

- ‘utility’.   

- ‘utility structure’.   

 

12. Orion is comfortable that the following definitions are not included in Council’s redline 

version of Chapter 2, dated 24 February 20165: 

                                                
5 Evidence of Janine Sowerby, dated 24 February 2016, Appendix 2 



 

   
 

 

- ‘electricity distribution line corridor’. Orion does not wish to pursue this definition, 

and instead seeks the introduction of a definition of ‘strategic electricity 

distribution line corridor’6.  Refer to paragraph 13 below.    

 

- ‘support structure’.  This was agreed through Stage 2 Chapter 11. 

 
- ‘transmission line corridor’ 

- ‘utility pole’.  This was agreed through Stage 2 Chapter 11, through the 

amendment to the definition of ‘utility structure’. 

13. Orion seeks the inclusion of the following definitions in Chapter 27 to support the 

corridor protection measures associated with its strategic electricity distribution lines: 

- An amendment to the definition of ‘strategic infrastructure’ to include a reference 

to “strategic electricity distribution lines”. 

- The inclusion of a definition of ‘strategic electricity distribution lines’. 

- The inclusion of a definition of ‘strategic electricity distribution line corridor’. 

14. I consider that if the Panel agrees that Orion’s strategic electricity distribution lines 

should be expressly included in the definition of ‘strategic infrastructure’ and in 

Strategic Directions Objective 3.3.12, the clearest way to draft this is to include a new 

definition of ‘strategic electricity distribution lines’ and ‘strategic electricity distribution 

corridor’. This is discussed in Orion’s Stage 2 Chapter 11 closing submissions, and 

the drafting proposed by Orion is attached as Appendix 1.   

15. I consider that the inclusion of a definition of ‘strategic electricity distribution line 

corridor’ will provide a link between the proposed definition of ‘strategic electricity 

distribution line’ and the corridor protection methods.  This definition will provide 

clarity around the concept of corridor protection, and may also allow for some 

simplification in the drafting of the corridor protection provisions within the various 

chapters of the Replacement Plan.8  However I do not consider that its inclusion is 

critical, as the term is not directly referenced in the Replacement Plan. 

                                                
6 Orion New Zealand Limited, closing legal submissions Stage 2 Chapter 11, dated 19 January 2016 
7 Orion New Zealand Limited, closing legal submissions Stage 2 Chapter 11, dated 19 January 2016 
8 Orion New Zealand Limited, closing legal submissions Stage 2 Chapter 11, dated 19 January 2016 



 

   
 

16. I agree with Ms Sowerby9 that the definition of ‘electricity distribution line corridor’ 

can be deleted.  I am not aware that the term is used in the Replacement Plan.  

However, at the time of the Chapter 11 Utilities hearing it had not yet been decided 

whether or not the corridor protection rules in the various chapters would be replaced 

with a single provision in Chapter 6.  Were that to have eventuated, a definition of 

‘electricity distribution line corridor’ would have been necessary.  As it has now been 

agreed that the corridor protection provisions should remain within each chapter, this 

definition is not required.  

 

CONCLUSION 

17. My evidence relates to submissions made by Orion on the Stage 2 and 3 Chapter 2, 

definitions.  I consider that Orion’s position on the above listed definitions is 

appropriate.  

 

 

Penelope Helen Lemon   

3 March 2016  

 

                                                
9 Evidence of Janine Sowerby, dated 24 February 2016, Appendix 2 Redline Version 



 

   
 

Appendix 1 – Proposed Amendments and Additional Definitions Sought by Orion 

(from Closing Legal Submissions on Stage 2 Chapter 11, 19 January 2016) 

The amendments sought by Orion are shown in red text.  

 

Proposed amendment to definition of Strategic 

Infrastructure: (Decisions version – Ch3) 

 

Strategic infrastructure 
means those necessary infrastructure facilities, services and installations which are of 

greater than local importance, and can includes infrastructure that is nationally significant. 

The following are examples of strategic infrastructure: 

Explanatory note 

The following are non-exclusive examples of strategic infrastructure: 

(a) strategic transport networks; 

(b) Christchurch International Airport; 

(c) Lyttelton Port of Christchurch; 

(d) bulk fuel supply and storage infrastructure including terminals, wharf 

lines and pipelines; 

(e) defence facilities; 

(f) strategic telecommunication and radiocommunication facilities; 

(g) the electricity transmission network National Grid 

(h) Strategic electricity distribution lines; and 

(h)(i) other strategic network untilitiespublic water supply, wastewater and 

stormwater networks and associated facilities. 

 

Proposed new definitions: 

 

Strategic electricity distribution lines 
means the 66kV and 33kV electricity distribution lines, and the Heathcote to Lyttelton 11kV 

electricity distribution line, identified on the planning maps. 

 
Strategic electricity distribution line corridor 
means a setback of the following distances: 

• 10m from the identified 66kv electricity distribution lines and support structures; and 

• 5m from the identified 33kV electricity distribution lines and support structures, and the 

identified Heathcote to Lyttelton 11kV electricity distribution line and support structures. 


