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OPENING LEGAL SUBMISSIONS ON BEHALF OF ORION NEW 

ZEALAND LIMITED 

INTRODUCTION 

1 These legal submissions are provided on behalf of Orion New 

Zealand Limited (Orion). 

2 Orion is a submitter (#2340) and further submitter (#2797) on 

Stage 2 of the proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan 

(proposed District Plan). 

3 Orion has lodged limited submissions on just one key issue arising in 

the context of the Residential chapter, that being corridor protection 

for its strategic electricity distribution lines. 

4 Orion has sought provisions for corridor protection for its strategic 

66kv, 33kV and 11kV Heathcote to Lyttelton lines throughout this 

Plan Review process.  The reasons are fully canvassed in the 

opening legal submissions and evidence for Orion submitted during 

the stage 1 Residential hearing and I do not propose to revisit those 

again. 

5 Following facilitated mediation, the Christchurch City Council’s 

revised proposal dated 24 August 2015 now contains corridor 

protection provisions for Orion’s strategic lines in the Residential 

Hills, Residential Large Lot, and Residential Small Settlement zones.  

Ms Oliver addresses this change at paragraph 9.3 of her 

supplementary evidence.1  

6 Orion supports this revised proposal and considers that the inclusion 

of these provisions addresses the points raised in Orion’s 

submissions on the Residential chapter, and provides properly for 

Orion’s distribution lines in the proposed stage 2 Residential 

provisions.        

7  However there are a couple of minor matters that Orion wishes to 

draw to the Panel’s attention– these are: 

7.1  The greyed out phase 1 residential chapters rules for Res 

suburban (Rule 14.2.2.5), Medium Density (Rule 14.3.2.5) 

and Res Banks Peninsula (Rule 14.4.2.5) do not include the 

agreed final Orion/CCC position on Phase 1 they only include 

the Transpower rules as were included in Transpower closing 

legal submissions at the Residential stage 1 hearing. 

Therefore these zones in this most recent version do not 

                                            
1  Supplementary Evidence of Sarah-Jane Oliver on behalf of the Christchurch City 
Council, 2 September 2015, at [9.3].  
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provide for Orion’s setback provisions.  Orion seeks that the 

agreed position regarding corridor protection for its strategic 

assets at stage 1 is correctly reflected in these provisions; 

and 

7.2 The rule framework in the revised proposal for Residential 

Hills (Rule 14.11.2.5), Residential Large Lot (Rule 14.12.2.5) 

and Residential Small settlement (Rule 14.14.2.5) include the 

correct Orion provisions but advice note 3 and 4 incorrectly 

reference the National Grid. Given there are no Transpower 

assets located in these zones this reference should be 

deleted.  

8 With the exception of these minor matters, Orion considers that the 

Council position as set out in the revised proposal dated 24 August 

2015 adequately provides for the relief sought by Orion in its Stage 

2 submissions and further submissions.  

CONCLUSION 

9 Orion therefore requests the Hearing Panel accepts the relief sought 

in Orion’s submission and further submission. 

Dated:         7 September 2015 

 

_______________________________ 

JM Appleyard 

Counsel for Orion New Zealand Limited 


