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LATE REBUTTAL EVIDENCE OF PROFESSOR SS BAGCHI 

INTRODUCTION 

1 My name is Professor Somnath Sarkar Bagchi.   

2 By profession, I am an academic serving as a Global Distinguished 
Professor. I am associated with a number of international 
universities and research institutions as a Senior Consultant in 
Environmental Medicine and Toxicology. 

3 I have lived in Avonhead, Christchurch, since 2004 and I will am the 
Chairman of the Avonhead Community Group Inc (the ACG).  My 
evidence at this hearing is as the representative of the community 
that lives next to the Christchurch International Airport.  

THE ACG 

4 The ACG is a residents’ organisation registered under the 
Incorporated Societies Act 1908.  We represent more than 8,000 
households within the north-west of Christchurch, including 
residents in Avonhead, Burnside, Bryndwr, Illam and Russley.  

5 The ACG is a voluntary, not for profit organisation. Membership is 
open to individuals and associate corporations for the uniform fee of 
$2. The ACG has approximately 2,000 individual financial members.  
Christchurch International Airport Limited (CIAL), Kids First 
Kindergarten, and Hotel Commodore are our associate members. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH CIAL 

6 The ACG works to promote sustainable development in the local 
community. As CIAL is a “neighbouring” organisation, whose 
operations affect the community and have a national significance, 
the ACG has worked closely with CIAL in the past. However, the 
ACG at all times remains strongly independent and protective of the 
community’s best interests.  

SUPPORT FOR CIAL 

7 The ACG has not received any complaints about the noise from 
Airport operations from residents within our area. We are unaware 
of whether any residents in our area have complained directly to 
CIAL about this.  

8 The general feedback that we have received from residents has 
been to the effect that most residents were aware when they bought 
their properties that they were going to be next to the Airport and 
would have to put up with the Airport’s day-to-day activities and the 
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associated noise. Most people also appreciate that the Airport has 
huge economic significance and that its success is important for the 
whole of the South Island. 

9 The ACG agrees with CIAL’s submissions on the importance of 
policies and rules that ensure air traffic safety since the community 
represented by the ACG is situated next to the Airport and is more 
prone to be affected by air traffic concerns.  
 

10 The ACG is aware that engine testing is carried out at the Airport.  
We understand that the night-time testing is necessary to ensure 
that proper maintenance can be done before scheduled flights 
departing early in the morning.  As I stated above, ACG accepts that 
this maintenance is essential to ensuring air traffic safety.   

11 ACG also supports CIAL’s relief in terms of the rules sought to 
minimise bird strike risk and to restrict activities within the Runway 
End Protection Areas and Airport Protection Surfaces.   

12 AGC is aware that some submitters have made statements that 
CIAL has a bad relationship with its neighbours and does not 
properly engage or consult with those living in the surrounding 
neighbourhoods in the vicinity of the Airport.  The ACG has a good 
relationship with CIAL, and has found it to be a supportive and 
member of the ACG.  The ACG is satisfied that CIAL communicates 
with it in a transparent way and keeps the ACG informed of new 
developments and events at the Airport which may affect its 
members.  

 
13 The ACG is a part of the Christchurch Airport Community Liaison 

Group, formed in early 2014.  This provides a forum for the ACG to 
be kept informed about significant operations and other events at 
the Airport. The ACG is then able to pass this information on to its 
members.  

Dated:      8 March 2016 

 

 

Prof. S. S. Bagchi JP 
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