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1. Closing Statement:

The Board acknowledges the introduction of a buffer zone to control the effects of quarrying
within the proximity of residential areas, however considers that 250 metres is not a sufficient
distance to provide for the effective management and mitigation of the associated adverse effects
to an extent that these would be minor.

The Victorian Environmental Protection Agency (1990) recommends a buffer distance of 200 to
500 metres for industrial sources of silica, dust, odour and other nuisance emissions, based on
good pollution control technologies.  Where the industry has poor controls, the EPA recommends
a larger buffer distance.

The Board considers that given the non-standardised controls to the effects of quarrying in New
Zealand, a precautionary approach should be taken for any application to quarrying in close
proximity of residential activities.  Given this, any quarrying activity should be required to
demonstrate that any avoidance, mitigation and management of effects with the 500 metres
buffer distance will result in only minor effects.  Subsequently, the application of a discretionary
activity should only apply to quarrying at a distance greater than 500 metres.  Non-complying
activity status should apply to any quarrying activity within 500 metres of any residential activity
to provide for an extensive assessment of effects.

Additionally, the Board considers that this buffer distance should be extended to include the
Specific Purpose Schools zone as a sensitive activity which would be adversely affected by
quarrying activities to the same extent as residential activities.

2. Relief Sought by the Board:

That quarrying activity located 500 metres or more from a residential zone boundary or specific
purpose school zone boundary.

As a consequence of the above, the second part of D3 with regards to notification is obsolete,
and is addressed in the proposed amendment to D4.

Dated 30 November 2015

Mike Mora


