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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 My full name is Robert Colin Owen. 

1.2 This is the second statement of evidence I have prepared on the Christchurch 

Replacement District Plan ("Replacement Plan").  My first statement of 

evidence was provided in respect of the hearing on Designations and Heritage 

Orders and I continue to support the views I expressed in that evidence.1  

1.3 I am the Environmental Manager within the Defence Property Group of the New 

Zealand Defence Force ("NZDF").  A summary of my qualifications and relevant 

past experience is contained in paragraphs 1.2 and 1.3 of my first statement of 

evidence. 

2. SCOPE 

2.1 My evidence focuses on the operational aspects of the Air Force Museum at 

Wigram. I address three matters as follows: 

(a) activities (in particular those that are carried out for non-Defence 

Purposes) within the Specific Purpose (Defence Wigram) Zone 

("Defence Wigram");  

(b) the extent to which those activities benefit the community; and 

(c) NZDF involvement in seeking to enable those activities through 

appropriate provisions in the Replacement Plan. 

2.2 In preparing my evidence, I have read and rely on the statement of evidence of 

Ms Sweeney, planner for the Crown in these proceedings, as it relates to 

Defence Wigram. 

3. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

3.1 The use of the land and buildings at Defence Wigram for non-Defence 

Purposes generates an income stream which is essential to the long term 

financial viability of the Air Force Museum.  The Museum provides social and 

cultural benefits to the wider Christchurch community. 

3.2 NZDF, through the Crown, has been involved in the Replacement Plan process 

to ensure that these activities can continue without unnecessary constraint. 

                                                
1
 See my statement of evidence dated 23 January 2015 which can be found at:  http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-Owen-23-1-15.pdf 

http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-Owen-23-1-15.pdf
http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-Owen-23-1-15.pdf
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3.3 With the changes NZDF has requested, as set out in the evidence of  Ms 

Sweeney, the Specific Purpose (Defence Wigram) Zone provisions 

appropriately provide for continuing use of the land and buildings at Defence 

Wigram for non-Defence Purposes. 

4. OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES AT DEFENCE WIGRAM 

4.1 I adopt relevant evidence from my previous statement2 – and note that the 

Wigram site is primarily the location of the Air Force Museum, as described 

below, and also serves military operational and contingent functions.  

5. THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

5.1 The Air Force Museum at Wigram is what is referred to by NZDF as a “Service 

Museum”. Service Museums serve “Defence Purposes” because they fall within 

Defence Output Class 15.33  (Support to Service Military Museums) and 

therefore a portion of Vote Defence expenditure is allocated to their operations. 

Output Class 15.3 provides for collection development, collection management 

and exhibits relating to New Zealand’s military history. In addition to the Air 

Force Museum at Wigram, the other NZDF Service Museums are the Army 

Museum at Waiouru and the Navy Museum at Devonport Naval Base.  

5.2 As with the two other NZDF Service Museums, the Air Force Museum at 

Wigram is operated along the lines of a joint venture between NZDF and a 

Museum Trust Board. NZDF provides certain elements of the funding and 

support required to operate the museum and the Trust Board complements that 

with its own fundraising activities to supplement the NZDF funding. 

5.3 Obtaining and retaining corporate sponsorship is a significant part of the 

Museum Trust Board's contribution. However the ability to hire out parts of the 

Museum facility as a venue for a wide range of cultural, community and sporting 

events is crucial to the financial viability of the Museum. Both indoor and 

outdoor locations on site are used for this purpose.  

5.4 It is the NZDF’s view that these fundraising activities cannot properly be 

included under the Defence Purposes designation, and must be catered for by 

the underlying zoning. A similar situation exists at the Devonport Naval Base 

where the NZDF owned dry dock is contracted out for commercial work as well 

as for conducting maintenance on Navy vessels. This sort of contracting is 

                                                
2
 Paragraph 4.2 of my statement of evidence dated 23 January 2015 which can be found at: 

http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-
Owen-23-1-15.pdf 
3
 NZDF 2013-2014 Annual Report  to Parliament (p126- 135). 

http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-Owen-23-1-15.pdf
http://www.chchplan.ihp.govt.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/495-Crown-NZDF-Designations-Evidence-of-Robert-Owen-23-1-15.pdf
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necessary to ensure the financial viability of the dockyard and in order to 

provide certainty for the contractor it is provided for by the underlying zoning 

provisions in the operative and proposed plans. 

6. BENEFITS OF THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

6.1 The Air Force Museum identifies its collection as follows:  

"The Air Force Museum of New Zealand is the custodian of the national 

collection of artefacts relating to the history of New Zealand military 

aviation, from World War One to the present.  This collection exceeds 

1,000,000 items and includes documents and photographs, textiles, aircraft 

and motor vehicles, aircraft engines and components, medals and 

memorabilia. 

The Museum holds a large archive collection of documents, photographs 

and audio-visual material, as well as a research library of over 3,500 

books."4   

6.2 All of these resources are available to, and are used by, academic, professional 

and private researchers seeking a deeper understanding of the activities and 

experiences of New Zealanders at war.  Special exhibitions focussing on 

particular aspects of military aviation history provide the visiting public with 

insight into, and understanding of, the sacrifices made by servicemen and 

women in defence of our country. 

6.3 The importance of museums and their value to the community is widely 

recognised with many tens of thousands of general and special interest 

museums in existence internationally. The Air Force Museum is a specialist 

museum supporting the cultural well-being of the community through the 

preservation and presentation of a significant aspect of New Zealand’s history. 

6.4 Ongoing use of the Air Force Museum facilities (both indoor and outdoor) as a 

venue for more general exhibitions, trade exhibitions, gala dinners, 

conferences, sporting activities and charity events supports a wide variety of 

community activities contributing to social wellbeing in the wider Christchurch 

community. 

7. PROVISIONS SOUGHT IN THE REPLACEMENT PLAN 

7.1 For the reasons set out above, and in order to avoid unnecessary constraints, 

NZDF is seeking specific amendments to the Specific Purpose (Defence 

                                                
4
 See http://airforce.mil.nz/about-us/who-we-are/museum/default.htm.  

http://airforce.mil.nz/about-us/who-we-are/museum/default.htm
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Wigram) Zone. The details of the amendments the NZDF seek are addressed 

by Ms Sweeney in her statement of evidence. 

 

 

 

Robert Owen 
 
15 October 2015 


