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Introduction 

1 My full name is Michael Christopher Rossiter.  I am employed as a Principal 

Transportation Engineer with Traffic Design Group Limited. 

2 I have been asked to provide this rebuttal evidence on behalf of Fulton Hogan 

Limited (Fulton Hogan) in respect of its submission on Stage 2 of the Proposed 

Replacement District Plan (Replacement Plan).   

3 My evidence is confined to Fulton Hogan’s rezoning requests in respect of the 

existing Pound Road quarry and Templeton Golf Course sites. 

Qualifications and Experience 

4 My qualifications and experience are set out in my primary statement of evidence1. 

5 I have read and agree to comply with the Code of Conduct for expert witnesses 

contained in Section 7 of the Environment Court Practice Note (2014) as well as 

Appendix 2 of the Independent Hearings Panel Hearings Procedures document. 

Scope of Evidence 

6 In my evidence, I provide comments on the transport related components of the 

evidence from:- 

6.1 Ms S Harnett, resident at 173 Pound Road. 

7 In preparing my evidence, I have also read: 

7.1 The statement of evidence of Christchurch City Council’s (Council) transport 

network planning witness, Mr Mark Gregory (dated 16 October 2015); and 

7.2 Council’s revised proposal for Chapter 17, which is appended to the 

statement of evidence of Council’s planning witness, Ms Deborah Hogan 

(dated 16 October 2015) as Appendix 1 (Revised Rural Proposal). 

Existing Transport Environment 

8 Historical intersection count data collected by Council along Pound Road indicates 

that the proportion of heavy vehicles varies widely through the day.  It rises during 

the morning and early afternoon to a peak in the mid-afternoon and then falls 

                                                      
1
 Statement of Evidence of M C Rossiter on behalf of Fulton Hogan Limited (29 October 2015) at paragraphs 4 to 7 
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through the evening peak to about 5%.  Based on this information, I would expect 

that 10-15% of all traffic using Pound Road over a day are heavy vehicles. 

9 I have visited the Pound Road quarry site entrance on two occasions during the 

afternoon to observe the existing transport environment.  On both occasions, heavy 

vehicles represented about 25% of the total traffic using Pound Road.  About 15% 

of all traffic was related to the Pound Road quarry with about 90% of these being 

heavy vehicles.  Overall, there is a large number of heavy vehicles using Pound 

Road that are not directly related to the Pound Road quarry. 

10 The most recent traffic count data available for Pound Road north of Waterloo Road 

recorded 8,400 vehicles per day on average during the week.  This suggests that 

840-1,320 heavy vehicles could be using Pound Road. 

11 Based on the information that I have received from Fulton Hogan, the Pound Road 

quarry currently generates about 800 truck movements per day on average.  Based 

on my observations, there could be a further 80-100 light vehicle movements every 

day.  During my visits, the volume of quarry related movements was split evenly 

between the north and south. 

Future Transport Environment 

12 The Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan outlines four goals.  The third goal 

“Support Economic Vitality” involves the development of freight routes.  Pound Road 

is classified as a minor arterial road and forms part of the strategic road network and 

also the proposed freight network.  As part of these networks, higher traffic volumes 

and a higher proportion of heavy vehicles would be anticipated than on local roads. 

13 Improvements to the Main South Road (SH1) / Barters Road are planned that will 

improve the connection from SH1 to Pound Road.  NZTA is also investigating an 

improved connection between McLeans Island Road and Sawyers Arms Road.  

Together, these will contribute to the gradual development of a western bypass 

route along Pound Road that avoids Hornby. 

14 The Waterloo Business Park on the eastern side of Pound Road is currently under 

development.  The analysis undertaken for the Plan Change that enabled its 

development suggested that average daily traffic volumes on Pound Road south of 

Buchanans Road could rise from about 9,000 vehicles per day (vpd) in 2016 to 

about 11,000vpd when it is fully developed.  This represents an increase in hourly 
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traffic volumes during the day of 100-200 vehicles per hour (vph).  By 2026, average 

daily volumes were forecast to increase by a further 800vpd. 

Evidence 

15 Ms Harnett2 owns the property located at 173 Pound Road, immediately to the south 

of the Templeton Golf Course.  She has raised concerns regarding the volume of 

traffic and particularly heavy vehicles using Pound Road.   

16 In Paragraph 14, Ms Harnett states that there are “around 1,000 quarry trucks on 

Pound Road associated with quarrying and non-rural activities”.  Based on my 

observations and the available traffic count information, I consider that this total is 

representative of the total current volumes of truck movements passing her 

property, rather than just quarry traffic.  My observations suggest that only about 

half of the Pound Road quarry traffic would pass her property.  This represents 

about 400 truck movements per day based on the quarry generating about 800 

movements per day on average. 

17 With the proposed rezoning, the average number of truck movements at the quarry 

entrance is expected to reduce because it will reduce the requirement to import raw 

materials.  In practice, I consider that this will have little effect on quarry related 

traffic volumes passing Mrs Harnett’s property because I understand that the raw 

materials are currently being imported from the north (Roberts Road quarry). 

18 If the proposed rezoning was not adopted, I understand that the existing operations 

at the Pound Road quarry would continue in the short to medium term time but that 

the overall size of the quarry would reduce as it was rehabilitated.  This means that 

there would be no change in quarry related traffic volumes passing the property 

over that time.   

19 In the medium to long term, if the quarry were effectively closed, the volume of 

quarry related traffic passing the property would reduce by 400-450vpd.  However, I 

would expect the Waterloo Business Park to be fully developed over that time frame 

and this could result in an additional 2,000 vehicles per day using this section of 

Pound Road.  As a business park, I would expect that 10-15% of the associated 

traffic movements could involve heavy vehicles (200-300vpd).  The volume of 

movements that occurs during the night time will ultimately depend upon the types 

of businesses that are established. 

                                                      
2
 Submitter 2164 
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20 In her submission, Mrs Harnett seeks mitigation of potential transport effects, in 

particular: 

20.1 The main entrance to the quarry should be at the furthest away point from 

our house off Hasketts Road. This would prevent the need for an upgrade of 

Pound Road in the future and mitigate the noise from quarry trucks entering 

and exiting the quarry. 

20.2 Truck movements limited to 250 per day; 

20.3 If the main entrance remains on Pound Road there should be a cycle path at 

least 2m wide along Pound Road. 

21 The existing Templeton Golf Club main entrance is about 495m north of the Harnett 

property boundary.  I understand the Outline Development Plan put forward by 

Fulton Hogan shows the entrance remaining in its current location.  If the proposed 

rezoning is approved, then I expect this entrance will be upgraded and will ultimately 

form the main entrance to the quarry.  I consider that the approximately 495m 

provides adequate separation from the Harnett driveway for safe operation. 

22 As a general comment and as I have noted earlier, traffic volumes on Pound Road 

are expected to increase regardless of any decision on the proposed rezoning 

because Pound Road forms part of the proposed freight network and because of the 

ongoing development of Waterloo Business Park.  I am not aware of any planned 

improvements to Pound Road to address the forecast increase in traffic volumes.  

However, I consider that improvements will ultimately be required to maintain safety 

if the traffic volumes grow as forecast. 

23 Although the proposed rezoning will bring the quarrying activity closer to 173 Pound 

Road, I would not expect any increase in the quarry related traffic volumes over the 

present because I understand that no changes to the levels of activity or production 

levels are proposed at the quarry. 

24 The detailed operation of the Pound Road quarry is outside my area of expertise but 

I understand that limiting the number of truck movements to 250 per day would 

affect its economic viability.  In any event, it is my opinion that such a limit would 

have little to any discernible effect in the long term on Ms Harnett’s experience of 

traffic from her property because of the growth in traffic from the Waterloo Business 

Park. 
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25 The design of Pound Road does not meet current best practice design guidelines 

for a rural arterial road because it has very narrow shoulders.  While it is outside the 

control of the panel, I would support upgrades being made to Pound Road to 

improve safety as traffic volumes rise.  As a freight route, I would not expect cycling 

to be encouraged or specific cycle facilities to be provided but would expect any 

improvements to include wide shoulders that will provide space for cyclists. 

 

Chris Rossiter 
6 November 2015 


