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Introduction 

1 My name is John Wayne Hodge.  I am the Course Superintendent of the Templeton 

Golf Course and have held this position since August 2007.  I have been a green-

keeper for almost 30 years. 

2 I have been asked to address the evidence set out at paragraphs 4.2 and 4.3 of the 

rebuttal evidence of Dr Trevor Partridge filed on behalf of the Christchurch City 

Council.  Dr Partridge says there were ‘sudden losses’ of vegetation between 2007 

and 2009 because of “changes to the areas regarded as ‘the rough’, which had up to 

that stage been left alone, but were then mown, cleared of native vegetation and 

sown in grass”. 

3 Based on my experience I expect the overall management practices, on a day to day 

basis, of the Golf Course remain the same as those practices that were undertaken 

prior to 2007.  In managing and maintaining the Golf Course our priority is to improve 

the playability and presentation of the course for all players. 

4 The maintenance of the golf course is mostly carried out on the fine turf areas, being 

the tees, fairways and greens.  In rough areas, where it is possible to access these 

areas by mower, these areas have always been mown.  I can confirm there were no 

changes to the rough areas between August 2007 and 2009 apart from the changes I 

describe below.  These changes are consistent with green-keeping practices so I 

expect these types of activities would have happened before August 2007 too, and 

afterward.  These types of changes are made to improve playability and beautify the 

course.   

5 In certain areas of the golf course individual pine trees have been removed in order 

to improve the plant health on the fine turf areas.  There has also been removal of 

stands of pine trees from various areas of the golf course.  The practice in respect of 

maintenance of the golf course has always been to reinstate these areas with fill and 

topsoil to tidy them up and make them easy to maintain.  This was occurring prior to 

2007. 

6 Dr Partridge’s rebuttal evidence at paragraph 4.2 and 4.3 might be referring to an 

area between the No. 5 tee and No. 8 green, of about 200m2.  Part of this 200m2 was 

already mown and part of it was just pine trees (as far as I can recall) and rubbish 

that had been dumped.  In 2007 the trees were taken out of this area and the area 
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was levelled and grassed over to get rid of the pines and tidy up and reinstate the 

dump.     

7 The only other change in that time was an area near the 14th hole, which was always 

mown but after we had a machine tip over we flattened it out a bit to make it safe.  

This area was about 200m2. 

8 Aside from what is described above I cannot recollect any other specific changes to 

the course or the management of the golf course around this time.   

 

John Hodge 

 

12 November 2015 


