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INTRODUCTION 

1 My full name is Michael Sydney Oliver. 

2 I am the Manager of Campus Services at the University of Canterbury (UC). I 

have been in this role for two years, and I oversee a variety of areas, such as 

security (which includes parking), public services and warehousing.  

3 Previously, I worked as Head of Security at UC, which essentially means I 

have been overseeing the parking at UC since 2009. Over these seven 

years, I have developed a thorough knowledge and understanding of the 

parking habits of staff, students and visitors, both before and after the 

earthquakes.  

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

4 UC’s understanding was that its zoning in the plan was to be treated as one 

site for the purposes of car parking and traffic related conditions. However, I 

have read the evidence of David Falconer for the Council and particularly that 

part of his evidence which suggests that UC car parking requirements need 

to be assessed on a more localised site basis. 

5 My evidence is to address this issue from UC’s perspective – and more 

particularly the practical implications of doing so. 

6 My evidence will address the systems in place at UC in relation to car 

parking, including in particular the following matters: 

 The permitting system for carparks; 6.1

 Car parking for contractors; 6.2

 The fluid nature of car parking at UC; and 6.3

 The implication for UC if it were not treated as one overall site.  6.4

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

7 UC has a comprehensive range of parking options available to staff, students 

and visitors.  
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8 Since the earthquakes, the way UC operates has changed quite radically. 

Rather than being a ‘college based’ system, where students and staff could 

expect to have most lectures and tutorials take place in the same building, 

UC now utilises a central timetable. This central timetable results in the most 

economical use of lecture theatres, but also means that staff and students 

are much more mobile around the campus.  

9 Currently, the car parking offered by UC is not fully utilised. Therefore, to 

require additional spaces would inevitably result in more parks sitting unused, 

as well as loss of green space and a financial burden on UC.  

THE PERMITTING SYSTEM FOR CARPARKS 

10 UC currently issues car parking permits on a semester and 10 month annual 

permit charge basis. There is no charge for the month of January and 

February. There are two types of permit – one for staff and one for students. 

As will be outlined further below, historically these two different permits 

allowed for parking in different areas. However, since the earthquakes we 

have changed how our car parks are operated, and now staff and students 

can park in any of the car parks available to permit holders.  

11 In addition to the above, there are daily parking permits available from the 

Security office, and all of the food vendors on campus.  

12 The permitting system only gives the holder of the permit a right to “hunt” for 

a car parking space. There is no right to a guaranteed car park area. This 

encourages users to search for a parking space further away from the more 

heavily used central car parks.  

13 There are very few dedicated car parking spaces on campus, and these are 

only used where UC vehicles need to be parked close to a department or 

where an external clinic is being run.  

14 The current cost of the permits are as follows: 

 Staff (full year)  $396.70 14.1

 Staff (semester)  $198.35 14.2

 Student (full year) $264.50 14.3
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 Student (semester) $132.25 14.4

 Daily coupon  $7.50 14.5

15 All car parking is managed by Campus Services through the security office. 

All annual and semester parking permits are sold at the security office, and a 

full record of the purchaser is retained. The security office also maintains the 

pay and display machines at UC, which are available to users who do not 

wish to buy a full day coupon.  

16 There is one person charged with enforcement of the parking rules within the 

security team, and parking infringements are dealt with by way of a wheel 

clamp. Photographs are taken of all offending vehicles. There is a robust 

appeals procedure available, should anyone wish to dispute a parking 

infringement.   

CAR PARKING FOR CONTRACTORS 

17 A pay and display car park was created at 15/19 Creyke Road, with a further 

pay and display recently opened at Alice Candy House. There is also a 

coupon only car park at 51 Creyke Road.  

18 Pay and display parking for short-term visitors who do not wish to buy a daily 

coupon costs $2.50 per hour.  

19 This gives a combined total of 237 spaces of which 157 are temporary 

spaces and 80 are free spaces set aside at Dovedale Campus for a 

contractor ‘park and walk’ scheme.  

20 Throughout 2015 the allocation of free contractor car sharing spaces at 

Dovedale (for the ‘park and walk’ option) has not been fully utilised, with 

many of the contractors parking on the road near Ilam Campus. Contractors 

are assured of spaces on the road, as they are usually early starters. 

Reluctantly, we have concluded that the ‘park and walk’ scheme has not 

been a success.  

THE FLUID NATURE OF PARKING AT UC 

21 As established above, there is a variety of parking options available for staff, 

students, contractors and visitors at UC.  
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22 With the building work and the mass movement of staff and students within 

UC in the post-earthquake environment, parking at a particular car park or 

building is no longer viable for most of the users of the University’s car parks. 

23 In the past, lectures and tutorials would be given in the college within which 

the course was taking place. Now all teaching space has been made 

centrally timetabled and students from different colleges can find that their 

lectures are held anywhere on the Campus. So for instance Engineering staff 

and students are finding that they are studying at Dovedale Campus or any 

other teaching space available. 

24 I have observed students parking their car in one of our spaces and then 

using a bike or skate board to get between various lecture venues during the 

course of the day.  In any event students generally elect to take one park for 

the length of their daily stay at UC, Even though they may need to move 

between sites, the time taken to move a vehicle to a point closer to their next 

lecture or appointment would be far greater than the walk time involved. This 

supports the view that wherever parking is obtained, it is to attend all 

activities on UC – irrespective of the actual building that they need to get to. 

25 In addition the study areas for students have been decentralised – with UC 

now offering a variety of independent study areas at Dovedale Village/Ilam/ 

Kirkwood Village in addition to the core study spaces at UC.  Typically 

student will move around between study spaces depending on their lecture 

schedule and the capacity and availability of study spaces. 

26 The one exception to the above is for staff with teaching commitments back-

to-back at different parts of the campus. There are some parks reserved for 

staff who need to get between Dovedale and Ilam (or vice versa). Overall, 

this equates to about 9 parks over the entire University.  

27 Therefore, the requirements for car parking have changed and what was 

traditionally a staff or student only car park was not fit for our changing 

needs. The majority of car parks have now been changed and made 

available to staff, students and visitors to meet the changing needs of the 

university’s parking requirements. 

IMPLICATION FOR UC IF IT WERE NOT TREATED AS ONE OVERALL SITE 

28 In the past, it would have been possible to indicate fairly accurately the 

numbers of staff and students attending different ‘colleges’ (based at either 
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Ilam or Dovedale). However, due to the constant movement and central 

timetabling, this is no longer the case. Therefore, I would not be able to 

accurately record how many additional car parks would be required under the 

Plan for the different areas of the Campus, as people attend lectures in a 

variety of different buildings.  

29 In the event of UC being treated as three different sites, considerable money 

would have to be spent in order to build additional car parking spaces, and 

this would inevitably be at the cost of green space.  

30 I also believe that were additional car parks required to be built, there would 

be a considerable number of existing car parks that would sit empty. 

Currently, car parking at the Dovedale campus is readily available, and if 

more were required, a large majority of them would sit empty. A better 

outcome, in my opinion, is to encourage the use of the existing car parks, 

rather than eating into the green space at UC.   

 

Dated 15 October 2015 

 

 

Michael Sydney Oliver 


