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Expert Witness Status: 

I have already sought advice from the Hearings panel Chair with regards to giving 

evidence as an expert investigator in this Hearing process. I advise that I have 

read and understand the code of conduct issues relating to the giving of expert 

evidence and that I am able to comply with those issues. 
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I have already advised the Panel of my intention to give evidence as an expert 

relating to the Council Planning Divisions dysfunctional and biased behaviours. I 

have already provided some of the many examples that I have researched, to 

both Council and CIAL representatives. I have also sought alternative methods of 

communication to raise these issues with the Council CEO. 

I now formally advise the Panel and parties that I will be giving expert evidence to 

initially support the premises that the Council Planning Division has significant 

dysfunctional problems such that an urgent restructuring has been required. This 

assertion will be assisted by the production, as an exhibit, of the recent Review of 

the development of the Christchurch Replacement District Plan and its findings. 

Systemic problems that flow into the decision making processes of that Planning 

Division will be articulated 

A number of “Issues Papers” some of which have already been provided to 

Council and CIAL will then be presented in order to show bias decision making, 

and a lack of adherence to due process when the planning Division has considered 

CIAL planning requests over many years. These examples will support the 

assertion that a clear pattern of bias decision making aimed at enabling CIAL 

development aspirations can be evidentially supported to a high level of 

confidence.  

The examples will also support the assertion that neighbouring land owner’s 

submissions have largely been ignored and their land use rights have been 

significantly restricted. Past extreme land control examples and new proposed 

further restrictions will be given. 

One quick example is offered.  Required “Special Consultation” processes advising 

of the proposed new complex engine testing contour, and even more complex 

activity restrictions have not been used. This failure simply reinforces the 

assertion that the dysfunctional issues remain and are impacting on the Recovery 

Plan Hearings. Adversely effected land owners simply have not been correctly 

advised of this proposed change by stealth.  



Investigation into how the existing  extreme land planning controls and associated 

extreme activity restrictions have  been approved in the absence of independent 

and objective testing of CIAL growth and noise data while be outlined. As will the 

inappropriate enabling of engine testing by way of a Council By-Law.  

Investigation into how Council have failed to define  ”Airport Purposes” and 

allowed the “Special Purpose Airport Zone” with its associated rules and 

advantages  the “Designation” with its special rules and advantages to coexisted 

rather than providing much needed planning clarity and to CIALs development 

advantage will be outlined. An issue of dishonesty relating to the roll- over of the 

Designation in the Replacement Plan Hearing Process will also be outlined 

Failings to use special consultation processes when required, failure to 

independently and objectively test CIAL growth and noise data assertions, failure 

to objectively seek alternative mitigation methods such as on site and operational 

mitigation while preferring extreme land control planning  will also be outlined. 

Moving from bias to more serious errors an investigation alleging that RECALL was 

incentivised to move from an alternative site, one that was in an advanced state 

of planning, to Dakota Park will be outlined. Witnesses will be called in support of 

this allegation. Issues of Council tendering to RECALL will be raise.  

The premise being that the picture of a dysfunctional Council Planning Division 

one that suffers from Group-Think, that fails to consult even with its own elected 

members, let alone to lay persons, that is bias towards favouring  CIAL land 

planning requests, one that has failed to independently test CIAL assertions and 

activity seek less extreme alternative mitigation process emerges. A planning 

division of Council that has provided, over many years, extreme land planning 

control outcomes to CIAL, emerges. 

This would of itself be serious misconduct but takes on elevated status when the 

ownership of CIAL by Council and the lack of effective conflict of interest process 

safeguards are taken into consideration. It will be submitted that Council, through 

the actions of its Planning Division, has largely been dismissive of the balancing 



act required when balancing the needs of CIAL development aspirations and 

adjacent land owners land use rights. 

These assertions once proven will then support concerns as to how the extreme 

nature of many of the Land controls and associated land use restrictions or 

advantages CIAL enjoys should be treated as tainted.  

I now advance my qualifications to support expert status as an Investigator: 

I recently retired from the New Zealand Police after 38 years, with my final 
position being Northern Canterbury Area Commander.  

I have a Master of Public Policy degree from Victoria University a Bachelor of 
Business Studies degree from Massey University, a diploma in New Zealand 
Policing from The Royal New Zealand Police College and a Certificate of Law 
related Education from Virginia University USA.  I am also a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy, 177th session.  

As well as many years leading complex investigations as a Detective at several 
ranks, I have also completed three operational tours internationally. I have 
presented evidence before many levels of court proceedings both internationally 
and within New Zealand including coronial investigations and before Select 
Committees.  

Internationally I carried out roles such as, peacekeeping, policy development and 
implementation, mentoring of in county Police incumbents and investigations into 
war crimes and corruption cases. Examples include. 

In 2004 I was a member of the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon 
Islands (RAMSI), where amongst other positions I held, I was the Assistant 
Commissioner Officer In-Charge of all of the Solomon Island War Crimes and 
Corruption Investigations. I was commended by the RAMSI Commander in this 
role. 

In 2006 I was the New Zealand Police contingent Commander for Operation 
Highland based at the Provincial Reconstruction Centre in Bamyan, Afghanistan. 
There I lead the Police training team and mentored the Afghan Police Commander 
for the Province. Due to corruption issues that Commander was replaced. As that 
Commander had been a Northern Alliance, war Hero and was a personal friend of 
the President of Afghanistan who had also been such a commander this required 



negotiation at the presidential level. The revitalization of the narcotics section I 
facilitated resulted in the largest opium seizure of 1.5 tons ever achieved in that 
Province along with machine guns and a number of high level drug and gun 
dealers being convicted. I received a US Contingent Commanders commendation 
for this and other actions in this deployment. 

In 2008 I was the New Zealand Police Contingent Commander to the United 
Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste (UNMIT). As the United Nations Police 
District Commander for the capital city and Dili District, I led numerous corruption 
investigations including a human trafficking operation, for which I was 
commended by the UNPOL Commissioner. 

Many of the investigations presented complex political risks requiring sensitive 
management which was been achieved. Additionally leadership and guidance to 
very diverse set of working teams was achieved. 

I believe this back ground exhibits the investigation skills combined with the 
sensitivity to successfully and discreetly achieve the outcomes desired in the 
matters to be investigated.  

I submit that I have the skills to identify criminal, corrupt and or biased decision 
making when I see it. 

I am able to provide further examples should that be required. 

 

I advise that I am available for Expert Conferencing either on the 3-4 of December 

or 16 December “Noise expert conferencing”. Should any of the parties decide to 

call expert evidence asserting that the Christchurch Planning Division does not 

have issues? 

 

I also advise that I will make myself available at any mediation Hearing process. 

 

My email is walk143@hotmail.com 
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