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IN THE MATTER OF  RESOURCE MANGAEMENT ACT 1991 

 

AND    CHRISTCHURCH REPLACEMENT DISTRICT PLAN  

 

BEFORE   INDEPENDENT HEARINGS PANEL 

 

CHAPTER 11 UTILITIES and ENERGY (Part) 

 

 

EVIDENCE OF PENELOPE HARGREAVES FOR OURUHIA RESIDENTS 

FOR HEARING FRINDAY 4 DECEMBER 2015 

 

Penny Hargreaves Evidence to be presented to the Panel on Dec.  5th 2015   

Penny’s background;  I include this  information  in order to  help the  panel understand my 

animals did not become ill and or die  due to lack of experience in their care.  

I was born and raised in Christchurch, my father was a highly regarded farmer and businessman and 

he and my mother also bred and trained some of the most successful racehorses of that era.  

I married an Englishman, Geoffrey Hargreaves in 1968 and our daughter was born in 1969 until 1995 

I was very active, enjoyed excellent health and seldom even got the flu. 

 I lived 25 years in the UK – my husband’s ‘ broked’ insurance for more than 30 airlines into Lloyds of 

London and also set up the first satellite and  space insurance program - as 50% of insurance is public 

relations I travelled extensively as part of his work and we entertained many Chairman of airlines 

and insurance companies when they were in London. I also renovated old houses and continued to 

work with horses which had been my career before I married.  

In the late 70s we separated amicably and I did what I had always wanted to do which was to import 

four NZ horses for me to train and race in the UK – I was very lucky as they all won races and after 

we won twice at huge odds I was even written up in the Financial Times as “ The Trainer to Follow’ 

and continually asked to source NZ horses for people to buy and me to train. 

Our daughter had trained as a physiotherapist in NZ and extended her studies working for UK top 

vets who had become my friends and helped her extend her knowledge to become both a human 

and animal physiotherapist and after she had finished her training we decided in order for us to have 

our dream to spend time in both NZ and the UK we would keep land we owned as our UK base and 
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buy land in NZ to set up a Horse Centre where we would buy cheaper horses, develop them as either 

sport horses or racehorses and export internationally. 

 It took 3 years to find the perfect location at 119 Lower Styx Rd which was a 64 acres pastorally 

excellent farm which had been used for dairying but the buildings were very dilapidated and we did 

not live there at first but went daily to train the horses and develop our dream. The property was 

perfect to develop as a trekking riding centre as well as racing as 5 minutes from the beach, adjoins 

Bottlelake 600 acres of forest and is only 10 kilometres from the centre of ChCh.   

It seemed like a ‘non loser’ as the Land had the potential to be subdivided in the future.   

Before I bought the farm in June 1992 I rang and asked Radio NZ what was transmitting from the 

very tall mast on my NE boundary and I was told very low powered AM and I then rang my friend 

Professor Jerry Lederer who used to be the NASA scientist responsible for the space voyagers safety 

and after he retired lectured at UCLA university in California.  Jerry told me the low powered AM 

should not be a problem for us so we bought the farm. 

At first our project progressed like the Golden Dream we had envisaged   

Our first four horses we purchased were very successful in that we won the South Island Sport Horse 

Championship with our 3 year old, the Supreme Champion In Hand at the Royal show with a 2 year 

old and the coveted 2 year old races with our colt and we were offered $300.000 thousand dollars to 

sell him to Hong Kong in 1994 – unfortunately he did not pass the vets scrupulous inspection as he 

had developed a mystery ailment which made him walk ‘like a Cat on Hot Bricks’ as if his feet hurt 

him but when we took him away from the farm he walked normally. Vets did not know what was 

wrong.   

The horse’s health deteriorated from 1994 and symptoms they suffered from are similar 

to those Isobel Smith reported in 1995 affected people exposed to both athermal and 

thermal exposure and Isobel’ s article is exhibited in Jan Zervos  evidence.  

In August 1994 other mysterious illnesses and deaths affected our horses which were so serious that 

the police were called in and for 6 months we had a police watch on our property because they 

suspected malicious intent due to our ongoing successes –  the radio tower was never considered by 

the police to present a risk - from 1994 onwards various unexplainable events happened which we 

now know occurred at the same time as the frequencies were either increased at the tower or the 

power was increased. The Ouruhia power records became available to us in 2002   and have already 

been presented to you in other witnesses evidence and we were amazed to see how the power can 

be turned up or down at will and we were also shocked to see the AM power was increased after the 

cluster harm was reported in August 1996.  

Our Horse Dream turned into a Nightmare 

In 1998 when my cows were sick and dying from very unusual symptoms which seemed to be a cross 

between mad cow disease and foot and mouth the Canadian locum vet who attended the sick cows 

told me the symptoms were similar to those seen under power lines in the US. In 2000 I received a 

copy of research undertaken at a German dairy farm situated near a communication tower Exhibit 1  
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and the symptoms were similar to those I and others experienced with animals at Ouruhia although 

Ouruhia effects were probably worse as included bleeding from the anus, nose and ears.  

When I saw the Ouruhia power records in 2004 I was disgusted to see that Mr Collison had increased 

the AM power from 1996 after he was told by Dr Cherry that the Ouruhia cluster symptoms were 

similar to those found near other radio towers and in 1998 he added another AM station after the 

Sweet report identified the Ouruhia residents symptoms increased or decreased in correspondence 

with increased or decreased exposure. I was also amazed to see how the FM power can fluctuate so 

much and how in 1998 the FM power was greatly reduced at the time of the Sweet FM monitoring.  

We moved from our farm in November 1996 after we were told the Council would 

investigate and remedy the unusual harm occurring at and near my farm. 

 I was not living at my farm when the cows became sick in 1998  as we had moved to live with my 

mother in November 1996 after my daughter, myself, workers at my farm and dogs and horses 

became ill and or died in mysterious circumstances while living and or working in or near my 

corrugated iron buildings which were being converted into a stable block and the old house was 

being renovated. We had been advised by Dr Cherry that the symptoms we were suffering from 

were similar to those found by researchers at Skundra and Schwarzenberg radio towers and at first I 

did not believe what you cannot see, feel hear smell or touch could have the devastating effects on 

people and animals that we were experiencing from 1994 to 1996. The Council had said in 

November they would investigate and remedy the harm which was suspected to be caused by the 

unusually combination of FM/AM & MW which had been transmitting without legal consent or 

knowledge of the people since 1990. 

The Hargreaves health improved when away from the tower although as I recovered I  

experienced a very peculiar reaction which I now know is called ‘RF Hearing’ and is a well 

researched scientific phenomenon. [Exhibit 2]    

 Both my daughter and I had much better health when away from the radio tower. My evidence of 

harm relies on the documented evidence I presented in the November 17th Bundle and the scientific 

evidence supports the cause of harm which affected us so badly and continues to this day to cause 

serious problems in both my daughter and my health and our quality of life has been permanently  

affected after we were used as ‘Human Guinea Pigs’ when without our knowledge or informed 

consent we were exposed to the unusual combination of very powerful 2 FM / 2 AM and MW 

frequencies transmitting without legal consent  from the low sited Ouruhia –  This combination was 

recognised by Professor Whale in 1997 as unusual and needed to be thoroughly investigated which 

has never happened even after  RFEMR experts Professor Abelin and Dr Hocking identified the 

symptoms some of the residents suffered from were those of microwaves sickness similar to those 

the above named had found in their own specific in depth  research at Schwarzenberg AM  and 

Sydney FM  towers.  

Professor Abelin stayed with me for a week in October 1996 and I was fortunate to  have the 

opportunity to expand my knowledge and tried very hard to achieve what he wanted which was a 

thorough  Ouruhia  investigation because the people were unaware of the harmful  RFEMR exposure 

and it was a therefore a rare living laboratory of human guinea pigs who would be essential  in 
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expanding worldwide knowledge in order to make transmissions  safer by setting a standard low 

enough to avoid effects Research in China was undertaken near an AM tower in order to establish 

their standard for safe exposure which like Russia and some other places is 1000s of times lower 

than ICNIRP on which the NZ standard is based. 

Research in Honolulu and Rome has established the combination of FM/AM is not safe 

We have now discovered that as long ago as 1987 the operators  knew the particular combination of 

FM/AM from a low lying site was not safe as had been proven to be dangerous  in Honolulu and is 

recorded in Barry’ s evidence.  This research was supported by evidence presented in Rome after 

adverse effects were found to occur from a similar to Ouruhia FM/AM transmitting from the low 

sited Vatican tower and cluster harm was recorded as far away as 12 kilometres which in Ouruhia’s 

case covers half of ChCh as this tower is located approximately  10 kilometres from the CBD. 

 Barry Robertson evidence presents a Precis. history of the Ouruhia tower. 

The History of Events presents a more in depth precis and was marked 1 in the bundle of documents 

presented on the 17th Nov.  The Hargreaves Case story 5 is documented in the ‘Hidden Dangers from 

Communication towers …” and presents other case stories and the  history of the residents ongoing  

struggle to live safely in their homes and includes supporting evidence from RFEMR scientific 

experts. This   was presented as Marked 1 in the bundle of documents given to the panel on Nov. 

17th This document can be found in completeness on the Ouruhia or Philpotts Rd web site. 

 When the directors of Radio Rhema received this document in 2001 they immediately relocated the 

FM transmitting from the low sited Philpott’s Rd tower back to the hills and the operator, Bryan 

Blyth,  has been very helpful with information and keeps the emissions from that tower as low as 

reasonably achievable – for example his AM transmissions achieve efficient coverage and require 

less than half the power the Ouruhia tower uses to transmit AM – Bryan says it is suspected that 

Ouruhia requires much more power to transmit due to the nearby Bottlelake forest pine trees 

absorbing the signal as each pine needle acts as a receiving  antenna  

 The Ouruhia people did not know until October 1996 that unusually powerful Ouruhia 

transmissions had the potential to cause the increasing illnesses and unusual deaths  

therefore  the sicknesses recorded in their health records were “never in their minds” as 

lawyers and industry say occurs when people claim the cell towers make them sick. 

 In 1998 while my much loved Murray Grey cows were sick and dying I spent hours at the farm and 

at the time my blood stopped clotting properly and I developed partial paralysis down my right leg 

and after my conversation with the vet I sold my remaining Murray Greys and removed the last four 

horses remaining at the farm and I hardly returned to my farm until after the 1999 Environment 

Court hearing decision reduced the Ouruhia emissions. 

Harm to people and animals increased each time the RFEMR exposure increased 

I later discovered that at the time the cows got sick another AM had been added to the radio tower 

in 1998 although the combination of Ouruhia FM/AM had been the subject matter of the recent 

Sweet teams small pilot study and the Sweet results showed harm increased or decreased in 
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correspondence with increased or decreased exposure and the Sweet team wanted to extend the 

study  but were obstructed by Dr Bates who eventually acted as a witness for The Radio Network in 

the 1999 Environment Court hearing which resulted in the Judge refusing to allow four FM stations 

to transmit from Ouruhia and reduced the existing 2 FM to one station and strict Conditions of the 

Consent were supposed to protect the people and stop the radio transmissions ever causing  a 

repeat of the past harm.  

The evidence now available confirms the pattern of harm affects people and animals with 

the same illnesses depending on the intensity and duration of the exposure  

 I later heard that 30 calves grazing at the Farm opposite me in 1996 had become sick with similar 

symptoms to my cows and the 15 that were removed lived and the remainder died and the Lincoln 

vets did not know the cause but all had loss of balance, loss of weight, sores and liver problems.  

The farmers who owned these 30 calves have also both suffered from liver problems and one is the 

only person in NZ to have two liver transplants and the other also suffered liver problems but died 

from a heart attack.   There do not seem to be any  old farmers living within the 5 kilometre 

perimeter of the radio tower and the pattern of farmers dying suddenly from heart attacks, and or 

sick or dead from leukaemia and or  brain tumours is frightening and includes my own daughter who 

in 2013 was operated for a brain tumour which is in a similar location to my next door neighbour 

who died in 2015 from his brain tumour and similar to the man  who used to farm land on the other 

side of the radio tower who retired after he too developed a brain tumour when a similar age to my 

daughter who is in her mid 40s.  Another family of farmers has one brother with leukaemia and his 

brother developed such an allergy to the sun he had to wear a bee keeper outfit when in the sun and 

had to give up farming.  

There is a Pattern of Ouruhia men who work on the Land dying when on or near Tractors  

We now know the metal tractors would increase the exposure between 4 and 27 times  and also 

explains the loss of value of my stallion and other good horses whose metal shod hooves became 

malformed after exposure to RFEMR. Exhibit  As you can read I developed blister burns on my body 

wherever the RF interacted with metal and included fillings in my teeth conducting the RF – my 

builder after working on the corrugated iron roof got Bells Palsey and memory loss and his 

previously fit helper developed huge oozing sores all over and inside his body and lymph problems 

that increased in intensity over the years until he died this year unable to walk aged 68.    

The Martin Gledhill monitoring in 1999 confirmed the exposure was too high at my corrugated iron 

buildings and that monitoring was done after one AM had been removed and would have been even 

higher exposure high on the roofs than on the ground where Martin monitored. We were never 

warned by Martin Gledhill who when he only presented the obstructed readings to the 1997 and 

1999 hearings would have always known the Ouruhia exposure was not safe in front of my 

corrugated iron buildings 

 The Nightmare continued after the 1999 Court decision was supposed to stop harm   

I was one of the 3 witnesses Dr Hocking asked to be available to be cross examined in the  the 1999 

Environment Court hearing as like Jan and Marilyn my health records showed the differences prior 
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to and during exposure and improvement after leaving the area. As you have already been told 

Judge Skelton accepted the evidence of harm and reduced the Ouruhia emissions and made strict 

conditions of consent in order to protect the people.  

After the hearing I returned to work  at my farm which had been abandoned for so long and 

unfortunately found the adverse effects returned and I knew I could not live at or sell my farm 

unless my reaction was specific to me having been exposed to such high levels I was now sensitive to 

RFEMR and other people would now be OK as the emissions were supposed to be lower  

Enclosed Lizzie Grahams evidence Exhibit ? which showed she too developed allergic reactions to RF 

while living at my farm and the RF also seemed to affect her partner and horses grazing there 

Residents later discovered the power of the Ouruhia FM 97.7 was increased in 2000 and other non 

notifiable emissions were approved by the Council without our knowledge and again dangerously  

increased exposure at my and Barry’s properties.  Refer to Barry’s evidence.  

The Dawber harm only occurred after the Ouruhia power was increased to the NW 

The Dawber evidence confirms the harm at her farm occurred from 2000 onwards after  operators 

of the Ouruhia tower from 2000 on were once again permitted to increase the emissions  by Council 

officers who do not understand the danger because they cannot see, taste or see the invisible silent 

frequencies which have been known and used by military to  harm to unsuspecting people.  

People find it difficult to understand ‘silent, invisible tasteless frequencies’ can kill or 

maim 

I understand the authorities failure to realise that misuse of frequencies can not only harm but kill 

because when the now dead and sorely missed Dr Cherry first advised me in1996 that the emissions 

from the radio tower might be the culprit causing the sickness and death at my farm I did not believe 

him and in fact was rude in my denial of his advice. It was only over time and my increase in 

knowledge and the correspondence of harm with increased exposure at my farm that I have come to 

realise that the uncontrolled use of frequencies has the capability to destroy the whole world as we 

know it.  I will be forever grateful to Dr Cherry who spent so much time investigating the effects of 

RFEMR and was able to warn the Ouruhia people of the potential for harm misuse of frequencies 

located at inappropriate locations such as Ouruhia  and my experiences tell me if he had not warned 

us my daughter and I would have stayed at our lovely farm and would not know be alive.  

The Hidden Dangers document was compiled in gratitude and memory of Neil Cherry who until he 

died of motor neurone disease in 2000 was still working on trying to achieve safer emissions to 

help the planet. I enclose an example of his work as  exhibit.  

 The adverse effects which have destroyed not only our dreams but the lives of others was compiled 

in the ‘Hidden Dangers..” documented by me and Denise Ward with the help of many wonderful 

international scientists who like Sue Grey and the witnesses who are here today are generous in 

their determination to make the consenting authorities aware of the potential to cause harm which 

is continuing to occur in NZ due to lack of awareness by the Powers that be that the Standard for so 

called Safe exposure is set by voting by industry  connected representatives who are not members of 

the health fraternity – the huge deterioration in NZ health  
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Evidence at and near my farm identifies where the frequencies focus people, animals 

trees, plants and the structure of the land is affected.  

Dr Blackwell has undertaken research near cell towers and he has established a pattern of harm 

where the frequencies focus in a similar way as we are observing is occurring from the 1000s of 

times more powerful  Ouruhia radio tower 

 We now know the symptoms people and  animals suffered from is similar to the adverse effects 

increasingly reported internationally where unusually powerful frequencies focus across farms  and 

harm people, animals, trees, bees, birds and other creatures and plants  in the receiving 

environment. The Bundle of documents presented on November 17th has several references to 

international research confirming RFEMR causes adverse effects on bees, birds, plants, trees and 

animals and as NZ is an agriculturally based economy it could cost NZ billions because the current 

policy is so lenient the operators have carte blanche to do what they want and the evidence 

confirms it is currently a lethal weapon  

 The situation becomes more problematical as it is impossible for the man in the street or farmer to 

know where the most powerful frequencies focus and in particular collide which seems to have the 

same effect as currents meeting in the ocean which cause standing waves, refraction and turmoil 

and fish swim through but do not live in this whirlpool  of currents but in the quiet backwaters  

I now suffer from RF Hearing and my experiences confirm that wherever the RFEMR is 

strong enough for me to suffer this horrible allergic reaction people are sick in clusters and 

this effect is occurring many miles from the tower where the frequencies focus. 

I include a series of photos which identifies the horrible reaction I experience if I am in areas of high 

RFEMR for long and has involved my being rushed to hospital on occasions due to unable to breathe 

as my air passages close up due to the allergic reaction  Exhibit   My doctor has also written a precis 

of his opinion of the cause of the dramatic alteration in my  health when in 1994 I was an extremely 

young and fit woman in her 50s who worked and played hard and within two years was an old 

woman.  Although I still have serious ongoing effects from my cancer I am currently in better health 

than I was at my farm in early 1996 where I could not walk more than 20 metres without sitting 

down , could not remember anything and my hair was falling out, my skin and eyes were burning 

and I felt as if someone was putting a drill through my bones  

High Court Proceedings commenced in 2002 after Martin Gledhill’s 1999 readings were 

found hidden in Council archives and confirmed exposure had not been safe from 1990 

In 2002 I discovered the evidence presented to the Court by Martin Gledhill was flawed and from 

1992 onwards the exposure at my farm exceeded the permitted safe levels and in particular where 

there were RF metal interactions creating ‘Hot Spots’ 

In 2002 I commenced High Court Proceedings and for 10 years unsuccessfully battled the Court 

Strike Out system in my determined efforts to have my case heard.  

Associate Judge Christiansen  allowed my claim to go forward in 2002 and Justice Chisholm in 2010 

said this was not a case to be heard at Strike Out but to go forward to a full hearing.  
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Unfortunately my ill health and lack of money obstructed my battle for Justice and I am now 

struggling to cope with bowel cancer which put me in hospital for 6 weeks in 2014. Once again the 

contributory factor seems to be RF interacting with metal as the tumour was removed immediately 

adjacent to where the metal zip of my trousers would focus the RF into the liquid in my bowel. 

The Pattern of sick and dying trees in the circumference of the tower corresponds to a 

terrifying degree with the directions the licences confirm the Ouruhia frequencies focus.  

The RF hearing exhibit records that wherever I suffer RF hearing there is evidence of increased dead 

trees, illness, cancer, suicides and violence and  for me it is horrible as it is like being a silent witness 

to the use  of  an invisible weapon and no matter what I do  I cannot stop the harm happening  

After the tower has been rebuilt and again activated the trees died overnight in areas near my house 

and the pattern corresponded with the focus of the frequencies which transmit like the spokes of a 

wheel for hundreds of miles across Canterbury to point to point antennas located as far away as 

Lake Coleridge and Waipara.   

The effect on trees is too compelling to ignore the fact the ICNIRP standard is not safe 

Trees and plants at my farm became sick and from 1995 on were increasingly covered with green 

and yellow lichen and this phenomenon occurred S.W.E.& N. on the side of  mine and neighbour  

trees facing the tower where we now know the frequencies focused most powerfully. 

Exhibit     shows photos of the lichen affected trees and the lichen fell off after the radio tower 

ceased transmitting in 2011 and to me this is conclusive evidence that the Ouruhia emissions are too 

powerful as the [productivity of the land is destroyed as is the indigenous foliage, and the OIO 

application for overseas ownership in 2008 confirms the frequencies must not cause harm   to the 

natural environment and our evidence identifies the frequencies are harming the trees.  

Harm to trees changed after the tower was rebuilt as those in line of fire died instantly – I will 

present a power point photo display prepared by Linda and myself which in a small way shows the 

picture of the damage to trees but will be easier to see when we have finished the video which we 

are preparing to send to the World Health Organisation as part of our request for an in depth study 

of the Ouruhia effects  

It was only after the 358ft tower ceased transmissions and the newly built tower was raised that the 

wildlife and receiving environment has improved to now be abundant excepting for a few places 

where the frequencies still kill the trees and plants in a narrow directional path across my farm 

The Ouruhia tower seems to have contributed to the effects of the Feb quake 

The day prior to the Feb 2011 quake I had to stop working at my farm due to the extreme adverse 

AM effect which suddenly affected my body  - note my body reacts differently to AM and FM and I 

later discovered that AM Radio Sport program had been relocated from Philpotts Rd and now 

seemed to be transmitting from the Ouruhia guy wire. I have been advised that transmitting from 

this guy wire could cause vibration and result in the radio tower sinking into the badly liquefied 

ground and the short out could cause a huge EG wave to focus under the ground  

Evidence of Penny Hargreaves
Page 8

Page 8 of 38



 

9 
 

I later read a letter posted to the Press where Dr Lorne Keuhn advised increased radio frequency 

emissions occurred prior to each quake but my RF hearing recognised it was not from the ground 

but specifically increased from Sugarloaf and Ouruhia Exhibit    

Mr Collison has explained how the 358ft tower rocked tilted and sank in the 2010 quake and shorted 

out due to rising waters.  

Quake harm at and near my farm corresponds to a terrifying degree with frequencies 

focus and suggests that badly maintained towers located inappropriately on high water 

tables and quake prone land can contribute to quake effects. 

1 I request the authorities meet with me to view the pattern of quake harm occurring at and 

near my farm as the evidence suggests that Colonel Tom Beardon and Nicolai Tesla were 

correct when they claimed in the right circumstances frequencies could cause quakes to 

happen  

 

2 I request a thorough investigation into the harm caused by the frequencies emanating from 

the Ouruhia radio tower. 

 

3 I request the focus of all the frequencies are mapped across ChCh and these maps are made 

available to doctors, police, firemen and interested parties in order to establish if harm 

increases where frequencies increase and collide.  

 

4 I request up to date monitoring equipment be made available by council for concerned 

residents to use to establish the power focused across our homes.  

Exhibit 
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