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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. My name is Fiona Katrine Mackenzie.  I am a Senior Policy Advisor, employed by 

Federated Farmers, based in Christchurch. 

2. I hold an LLB from Otago University and a Post-Grad Diploma in Business & 

Administration from Massey University. I am a member of Federated Farmers’ 

Regional Policy team.  

Chapter 2 process to date 

3. I have prepared Federated Farmers submissions 2288 and 2788 on Stage 2, and 

submissions 3702 and 5000 on Stage 3 proposals. I attended mediation on the 

Definitions proposal on behalf of Federated Farmers on 15 February 2016.  

 

4. The scheduled session on Ngai Tahu definitions did not take place and if off-line 

discussions have continued between Council and Ngai Tahu, we look forward to an 

update in due course. We would like to attend mediation on Chapter 9 Ngai Tahu 

matters, and we assume that any re-drafting of definitions will be put forward at that 

time. 

 

5. It is correctly noted in the Mediation Report 22 February 2016 that Federated 

Farmers is not happy with clause (e) of the definition of ‘Site of Ngai Tahu cultural 

significance’, as the areas shown by Ngai Tahu in their 3722 submission require 

further consultation, and a definition linked to those areas is currently unacceptable. 

 

6. Orion was not in attendance for the scheduled session three on terms of interest to 

us, including electricity distribution line corridor, but we note, and support, that this 

definition seems to have been deleted from the current version of the Definitions 

proposal, which is attached as Appendix 2 to Ms Sowerby’s evidence dated 24 

February 2016.  

 

7. The mediation report records that there was to be an offline discussion between 

Council and Orion and we would appreciate some confirmation that the corridor 

definition has been deleted. (Please refer, our interest in corridors, Chapter 8, Stage 

2) 

 

8. Definitions of interest to Federated Farmers 

 

 biodiversity offset 

 improved pasture 

 Sites of Ecological Significance 

 Sites of Ngai Tahu Cultural Significance 

 indigenous vegetation   

 indigenous vegetation clearance 

 intensive farming 

 farming 

 

9. The above definitions are all still being discussed in Chapter 9.  
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10. The definition of improved pasture is particularly important to us and was discussed 

at the part two biodiversity mediation 24/25 February, but was not conclusively 

agreed on. Our members have preferred wording for ‘improved pasture’ as follows. 

Richard Holloway will speak to this at the hearing and answer any questions from the 

Panel. Our preferred definition as follows: 

 

11. Improved pasture 

 

Means an area of pasture where: 

a) exotic pasture species are the predominant vegetation cover; and  

b) the area has been subjected to routine grazing by domesticated livestock 

 

12. This removes reference to 'grass and herb' species in clause (a) —this needs to be 

left general to also capture legumes etc. This revision also removes the superfluous 

word 'visually' and clause (b), which we consider unnecessarily prescriptive and a 

poor fit with Banks Peninsula farming realities, historic and current.  

 

13. The relevant issues are the present cover  (predominantly exotic pasture species) 

and how it is being managed (for livestock grazing) 

 

14. The definition of improved pasture is important to farmers, and is a cornerstone of 

enabling normal farming activity as a permitted activity. See Rule 9.1.2.2.1  P1 and 

activity standard (a).iii, which  allows: 

Clearance for the purpose of maintaining improved pasture; 

 

Definitions going forward 

15. We have advised the Council where we have noticed ‘fluid’ definitions being included 

in other current chapter hearings, such as Chapter 6. (e.g. In the water setback rule 

6.6.2.3.5 Ngai Tahu has sought to replace the term Silent Files with the much wider 

definition, Sites of Ngai Tahu cultural significance.  

 

16. We have drawn this to Council’s attention as we believe the definitions in this 

example are currently poorly understood and we do not them as interchangeable in 

any event. We hope that related ‘definitions-based’ requests of this sort in other 

chapters will be flagged by Council, pending Chapter 9 discussions.  

 

17. We trust that we can comment in our closing submissions for Chapter 9 on any 

revised or new definitions that may arise out of upcoming Chapter 9 mediations. 

 


