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INTRODUCTION  

 

1. My full name is Paul Gavin Bridgman. 

2. I am one of the Trustees who owns the property 526 Yaldhurst Road which 

I live at my wife and family. I have lived there for the past 15 years.  

3. I was a submitter on the original resource consent application for the 

Canterbury Sports Limited (CSL) facility which adjoins my property.  

4. I made a further submission which was supported by my neighbours, the 

Rowlands, opposing CSL’s submission to rezone its site to Open Space 

Metropolitan Facilities zone.  

NOISE EFFECTS OF THE CSL FACILITY 

5. From my experience so far, noise from the adjoining sports facility is widely 

audible outside and inside my house at 526 Yaldhurst Rd. All around the 

outside of the house the exertions and exhortations of the players, the 

sound of boot on ball and whistles from umpires are clearly audible. When 

there is a cluster of spectators noise from the facility becomes even louder.  

6. I have noticed that sound seems to float over the flat fields of Yaldhurst 

which causes the noise from the current artificial soccer fields which are 

approximately 200 metres away from the house, to sound like they are only  

metres away.  

7. We are already finding the noise from the facility intrusive as it clearly is not 

rural in nature. This type of noise is not what we anticipated to encounter 

when living in a rural environment and is inconsistent with the rural amenity 

we had previously enjoyed.  

8. The intrusiveness of the noise is compounded by the frequency and 

intensity of use of this professionally managed facility. The CSL fields are 

managed as a year round training facility, with daily use during the winter 

soccer season and activity occurring at the facility several days a week 

over the summer months.  
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9. It would appear that the use of the facility would be a lot more intensive 

than any urban sports fields.  By way of example, even in mid-January 

when you might think that no one would want to play football, on the 

evening of Monday 18 January 2016 playing noises were audible inside my 

house.  

10. During the initial soccer season the first eleven games held at the facility 

on Wednesday evenings were a particular problem. The expletives of the 

18 year old players were clearly discernible inside the house. On Sundays 

the facility was used for lower level competition games. Even in those 

matches the players were often trying hard and again their noises carried 

into the house.  

11. For a time Mr Meyn organised unconsented junior trainings on the land 

directly adjoining mine. The noises of the coaches, who tend to have 

voices that carry, and the massed children went right through the house. 

My children complained about the noise in their bedrooms. To try and 

decrease it we would shut the skylight facing that way. As a result we felt 

as though we were trapped inside our house. 

12. Even with the current use, the noise from the facility is intrusive and can 

have the effect of gnawing away at you. However, we are concerned that 

any further development of the site will result even more noise as a result 

of more frequent use and the greater range of activities that will be on offer 

at the facility.  

MITIGATION MEASURES 

13. When Mr Meyn first approached us about his development we obtained an 

acoustic engineers opinion from Marshall Day. They advised that an earth 

bund and fence would make no difference to noise. A bund and tin fence 

was installed and consistent with the expert advice they have made no 

difference to the intrusion of noise inside and outside of our house.  
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