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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 I have been asked to provide evidence on behalf of Spark New Zealand Trading 

Limited (#3408), Chorus New Zealand Limited (#3635), Vodafone New Zealand 

Limited (#3556), Two Degrees Mobile Limited (#3553) and Enable Networks Limited 

(#3689) (together referred to in this evidence as the Utilities Group).   

1.2 I hold a Bachelor of Laws from Canterbury University, a Bachelor of Commerce 

(Economics) from Otago University and have undertaken a postgraduate diploma in 

Environmental Auditing through Brunel University in the UK.  I am also a qualified 

and experienced independent hearing commissioner with chair endorsement under 

the Ministry for the Environment’s Making Good Decisions Programme. 

1.3 Apart from a short period at a city council, I have been a resource management 

consultant for about 20 years.  Over this time, I have worked on a large number of 

designations and resource consent projects, lodged submissions and presented 

evidence for a range of clients.  Over the last 18 years I have provided assistance to a 

range of telecommunication sector clients, including providing advice, lodging 

submissions and presenting evidence in relation to a number of district and regional 

plans.  

1.4 This is the eleventh brief of evidence I have prepared for the Christchurch City 

Council Replacement District Plan hearings. 

 

2. CODE OF CONDUCT 

2.1 I confirm that I have read the code of conduct for expert witnesses as contained in 

the Environment Court’s Practice Note of 2014.  I have complied with the Practice 

Note when preparing my written statement of evidence, and will do so when I give 

oral evidence before the Independent Hearings Panel.   
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2.2 The data, information, facts and assumptions I have considered in forming my 

opinions are set out in my evidence to follow.  The reasons for the opinions 

expressed are also set out in the evidence to follow. 

2.3 Unless I state otherwise, this evidence is within my sphere of expertise and I have 

not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract from 

the opinions that I express. 

 

3. SUPPORT FOR AGREED POSITION 

3.1 The Utilities Group have joined together for the purpose of the Christchurch City 

Council Replacement District Plan process in order to provide cohesive and efficient 

input from the telecommunications sector.  The companies have lodged identical 

submissions and have attended consultation and mediation sessions as a single 

entity. 

3.2 The Utilities Group submitted that utilities are often located in close proximity or 

across waterways, especially when located in road reserves or on bridges.  It is 

pragmatic to rely on regional council controls and for the Utilities chapter to manage 

these activities.  This reasoning is discussed in the Statement of Evidence of Ms 

Alison McLaughlan1 who confirms:  

(a) that the rules in Chapter 11 continue to apply within the water body setbacks, 

therefore establishing utilities not permitted by Chapter 11 would still require a 

consent2; and  

(b) that the Utilities chapter, in combination with regional council controls and 

other bylaws, provide appropriate standards for utilities in water body 

setbacks3. 

                                                
1 Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan dated 4 February 2016 
2 Paragraph 52.7 of the Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan dated 4 February 2016 
3 Paragraph 52.8 of the Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan dated 4 February 2016 
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3.3 The purpose of this evidence is to briefly explain the Utilities Group’s support for the 

outcome of the various consultation and mediation processes that is now contained 

in the most recent ‘tracked-changes’ version of the relevant parts of Chapter 6.6: 

Water Body Setbacks4. 

3.4 Having reviewed the Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan, including the 

‘tracked-changes’ version of Chapter 6.6: Water Body Setbacks, I confirm my support 

for the position reached by the Council that earthworks and structures for utilities 

should be exempt from the waterbody setback rules, as there are appropriate 

controls in the Utilities chapter, the Canterbury Regional Council’s Land and Water 

Regional Plan and other bylaws.  I note that this position has been agreed to in 

mediation between the Council, the Crown and Orion, the Crown previously having 

further submitted in opposition to this outcome5. 

3.5 Overall, no further changes to the Council’s “tracked changes” version of Chapter 

6.6: Water Body Setbacks are requested by the Utilities Group. 

 

 

Matthew McCallum-Clark 

17 February 2016 
 

                                                
4 As attached to the Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan dated 4 February 2016 
5 Paragraph 52.9 of the Statement of Evidence of Ms Alison McLaughlan dated 4 February 2016 


