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STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF CARISSA TOK 

INTRODUCTION 

1 My name is Carissa Tok. 

2 I am part-way through opening a café/restaurant/bar/nightclub on 
Victoria Street, called Three Cows Victoria.  

3 I am not a director of the company but have been authorised to 
speak on its behalf.  

4 Three Cows Victoria will function primarily as a café/restaurant, but 
my aim is that it will operate as a bar/nightclub on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights.  

5 The Christchurch City Council (CCC) has advised that the current 
resource consent only allows trading on the site until midnight. I am 
now in the process of putting together an application for resource 
consent to enable Three Cows Victoria to remain open until 3.00am.  

6 For that reason, I was very concerned to hear from other Victoria 
Street entertainment and hospitality investors that the CCC has 
recently produced evidence in the proposed Replacement District 
Plan (pRDP) process that introduced a policy that says it does not 
see Victoria Street as an appropriate place for bars and night clubs.  

7 It has been explained to me that a policy proposed by Alison 
McLaughlin in effect says that Victoria Street is a residential area, 
and seeks to minimise the late-night disturbance of residents. It has 
also been explained to me that this policy (if it is adopted) will be 
considered by CCC when they make a decision on my application to 
remain open until 3.00am. The policy is not encouraging my 
investment.  

8 I understand that this differs significantly from what CCC initially 
proposed, and the change in position concerns me greatly. The 
signals given by the Central City Recovery Plan (CCRP) and the 
establishment of other late-night entertainment and hospitality 
activities on Victoria Street are completely contrary to this policy.  

9 If a policy like this had been included in the material available when 
I had the opportunity to make my own submission I certainly would 
have done so. As it stands, I have had very little time to consider 
the issue and prepare evidence on a matter that could have an 
enormous impact on my livelihood.  

10 I have already invested $750,000 in developing Three Cows Victoria 
(without the expense of obtaining a further resource consent, 
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including fees for a noise expert and planner) and intend to employ 
15 staff once development is completed.  

11 This investment would be at risk should this policy go ahead, and it 
is highly unlikely that I would be able to justify employing 15 staff. 
This would obviously be disappointing for me financially, but it 
would also be disappointing for me in terms of not being able to 
make my maximum contribution to Christchurch’s regeneration.  

 

Dated: 2 March 2016 

 

 

Carissa Tok 
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