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Introduction 

1. My full name is Stuart Raymond Dodd.  I am employed by the Canterbury District Health 

Board (CDHB).  My role title is Alcohol Harm Minimisation Co-ordinator.  I have been 

working in this and similar alcohol specialist roles in public health for 9 years and I hold a 

Master of Public Health (MPH) Degree. 

Code of Conduct 

2. In relation to the views I express in my evidence: 

a) I confirm that I have read the code of conduct for expert witnesses as contained 

in the Environment Court's Practice Note 2014.  I have complied with the 

practice note when preparing my written statement of evidence, and will do so 

when I give oral evidence before the hearings panel. 

b) The data, information, facts and assumptions I have considered in forming my 

opinions are set out in my evidence.  The reasons for the opinions expressed 

are also set out in my evidence. 

c) Unless I state otherwise, this evidence is within my sphere of expertise and I 

have not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might alter or 

detract from the opinions I express. 

3. I work for the CDHB.  My employer and I recognise my overriding obligation to the 

Hearing’s Panel in presenting my evidence. 

4. The CDHB has agreed to me giving expert evidence on its behalf in accordance with my 

duties under the Code of Conduct. 

Earlier evidence 

5. I previously prepared two separate briefs of evidence in relation to the ‘late night sale of 

alcohol’ addressed in the Central City Chapter of the Proposed Replacement District 

Plan.  These were dated (i) 14 January 2016 and (ii) 25 January 2016. 

6. Within those briefs of evidence I identified my concern that the inclusion of that term 

could be seen to promote the sale of alcohol over other forms of hospitality and 

entertainment and that the District Plan was at risk of contradicting the Christchurch City 

Council’s own provisional Local Alcohol Policy (pLAP) in relation to the hours of sale of 

alcohol across its designated entertainment and hospitality precincts. 
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General Proposal evidence 

7. I now re-submit that same evidence in relation to 6.9. Sale of Alcohol in the General 

Rules and Procedures (Chapter 6) section of the Revised District Plan (RDP). 

8. The CDHB requested the deletion of the Sale of Alcohol provisions from Chapter 6 in this 

original submission.  I remain of the view that the provisions should be deleted in their 

entirety.  However I consider that the latest redline version of the provisions attached to 

the evidence of Ms McLaughlin which has removed the Sale of Alcohol section while 

creating a new policy (6.1.1.1.6.) under noise provisions to ameliorate the potential 

negative effects of alcohol in terms of managing the effects of on-licensed premises in 

residential areas is an improvement on the notified version.  I consider that this revision 

largely addresses my concerns and those of the CDHB. 

9. The new section recognises the special status of the Victoria Street precinct, “is in an 

established residential area and that activities should minimise late-night 

disturbance of residents.” 

10. However, I consider that the wording of the new section (6.1.1.1.6.) (ii) doesn’t 

adequately recognise Victoria Street’s status. 

11. The policy element 6.1.1.1.6 (ii) reads, “Manage the adverse effects of late-night on-

licenced premises on residential amenity” [by]  “encouraging late-night 

entertainment and hospitality activities to establish in identified precincts by 

providing for later hours in those precincts” . 

12. As there is no currently agreed definition of the term “late night”, it is assumed that this 

refers to times after 1.00am, as this is the time that on-license premises will be 

permitted to trade under the provisional Local Alcohol Policy (pLAP), outside of its 

designated Central Entertainment Precinct A, which can trade until 3.00am.   

13. I also assume the term ‘identified precincts’ refers to all entertainment and hospitality 

precincts’ identified in the District Plan. 

14. Here the policy element 6.1.1.1.6.(ii) is inconsistent with the Christchurch City Council’s 

intentions for the Victoria Street precinct as evidenced by their provisional Local Alcohol 

Policy (pLAP) and the Hearings Committee Report around the pLAP, which do not 

provide for later hours for entertainment and hospitality on Victoria Street over the City 

generally. 
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Status of the Provisional Local Alcohol Policy 

15. While I acknowledge the position that the Christchurch provisional Local Alcohol Policy 

(pLAP) is not legally enforceable, I consider that the pLAP forms the express intentions 

of the Christchurch City Council as a result of extensive consultation and a public 

hearing process, and I consider it would be inadvisable for the Revised District Plan to 

be inconsistent with this. 

Conclusion 

16. While I otherwise commend the latest redline version of the Revised District Plan with 

respect to the changes made regarding the ‘Rules of Alcohol, it is my opinion that the 

policy element 6.1.1.1.6 (ii) needs to be changed to reflect the fact that Victoria Street 

does not provide for later hours for hospitality and entertainment activity over the City 

generally in the provisional Local Alcohol Policy. 
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