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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 My full name is Bridget Mary O’Brien.  I hold the position of Senior 

Planning Engineer – Growth, focussing on water and wastewater at 

Christchurch City Council (Council).  I have been in this position 

since July 2014. 

 
1.2 I hold a Bachelor of Engineering in Natural Resources (Honours) and 

a Bachelor of Science (Biochemistry) from the University of 

Canterbury.  I have 15 years' experience in environmental 

engineering with a primary focus on wastewater.  I am also a member 

of the Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand and I am a 

Chartered Professional Engineer. 

 
1.3 I was the co-ordinating author for the Council's Infrastructure 

Strategy, which sets out the plans for constructing, operating and 

maintaining infrastructure (including water and wastewater) for the 

next 30 years.
1
  This Strategy was a key input into the Council's draft 

Long Term Plan (LTP), which was finalised at the end of June 2015. 

 

1.4 As part of my role at the Council, I have been asked to provide 

evidence on water and wastewater issues in relation one rezoning 

submission (#2277) on Stage 2 of the Open Space Chapter of the 

proposed Replacement District Plan (pRDP). 

 
1.5 I have provided written and oral evidence at the hearings on the 

following proposals of the pRDP, and I continue to rely on that 

evidence: 

 

(a) Residential Proposal – Stage 1;
2
  

(b) Commercial and Industrial Proposals – Stage 1;
3
 

(c) Subdivision Proposal – Stage 1;
4
  

(d) Residential Proposal – Stage 2;
5
  

                                                   
1  http://www.ccc.govt.nz/thecouncil/policiesreportsstrategies/ltccp/documentsandlinks.aspx. 
2  Evidence in chief dated 11 March 2015; rebuttal evidence dated 23 March 2015; gave evidence at the 

hearing on 30 March 2015. 
3  Evidence in chief dated 13 April 2015; rebuttal evidence dated 1 May 2015; gave evidence at the hearing 

on 12 May 2015.   
4  Evidence in chief dated 21 May 2015, rebuttal evidence dated 15 June 2015; gave evidence at the hearing 

on 23 June 2015.   
5  Evidence in chief dated 18 August 2015; rebuttal evidence dated 1 September 2015; gave evidence at the 

hearing on 7 September 2015.   
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(e) Commercial and Industrial Proposals – Stage 2
6
;  

(f) Papakainga Zone Proposal
7
;  

(g) Residential New Neighbourhood Proposal
8
; and 

(h) Cranford Basin Proposal
9
. 

  

1.6 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses 

contained in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I 

agree to comply with it. I confirm that I have considered all the 

material facts that I am aware of that might alter or detract from the 

opinions that I express, and that this evidence is within my area of 

expertise, except where I state that I am relying on the evidence of 

another person.  The Council, as my employer, has agreed to me 

giving expert evidence on its behalf in accordance with my duties 

under the Code of Conduct. 

 

1.7 The key documents I have used, or referred to, in forming my views 

while preparing this brief of evidence are: 

 

(a) District Plan Review - Open Space Metropolitan Facilities 

Zone Wastewater Assessment memo (Opus, 18 December 

2015);  

(b) District Plan Review - Open Space Metropolitan Facilities 

Zone Water Supply Assessment memo (Opus, 13 January 

2016); 

(c) Infrastructure Design Standard, Christchurch City Council; 

and 

(d) Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013. 

 

 

2. SCOPE 

 

My evidence addresses the water and wastewater issues arising from 

the site specific submission from Canterbury Sports Limited (#2277) 

that seeks a rezoning of land at 466 and 482 Yaldhurst Road from the 

                                                   
6  Evidence in chief dated 2 September 2015; rebuttal evidence dated 24 September 2015; gave evidence at 

the hearing on 5 October 2015. 
7  Evidence in chief dated 13 October 2015. 
8  Evidence in chief dated 7 December 2015; rebuttal evidence dated 5 January 2015, gave evidence at the 

hearing on 11 January 2016. 
9  Evidence in chief dated 10 December 2015. 
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notified Rural Urban Fringe (RuUF) to an Open Space Metropolitan 

Facilities Zone (OMF) zoning. 

 

2.1 I have taken a view on the submission as to whether the relief sought 

in terms of water and wastewater effects should be rejected or 

whether I do not oppose the relief sought.  

 

3. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

3.1 There is sufficient water supply and wastewater capacity to 

accommodate OMF zoning of this property.   

 

3.2 However, the water supply main is 800 metres from the property, and 

the wastewater main is 1,050 metres from the property.  Providing the 

developer funded and constructed the water supply and wastewater 

mains to connect to Council's networks, I do not oppose the rezoning 

sought. 

 

4. CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSION  

 

#2277 - Canterbury Sport Limited - 466 and 482 Yaldhurst Road 

 

4.1 Submission #2277 seeks the rezoning of 466 and 482 Yaldhurst 

Road as Open Space Metropolitan Facilities Zone (OMF) rather than 

the notified Rural Urban Fringe (RuUF).  The submission initially 

proposed that a larger area to the east of 466 and 482 Yaldhurst 

Road also be included in the re-zoning, but through negotiation with 

the submitter, the proposed area sought for rezoning is now limited to 

466 and 482 Yaldhurst Road.  The total property area is 

approximately 19.8 ha.   

 

4.2 While the submission does not state the intended use of the 

properties once rezoned, I understand that the OMF zoning is 

proposed for the Metro Sports Facility and the Eastern Recreation 

and Sports Centre.  An Olympic sized swimming pool could be 

constructed, which would have a large water supply demand and 

wastewater flows, particularly when the pool was being filled or 

emptied. 
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4.3 Opus assessed the impact of the OMF rezoning sought in the 

Canterbury Sports Limited submission on the Council's wastewater 

network (memo dated 18 December 2015).  Wastewater flows for an 

Olympic sized swimming pool and associated facilities were 

assumed, with a peak dry weather flow of 65 L/s (when the pool is 

being emptied) and a peak wet weather flow of 15 L/s.  It was 

assumed that the discharge would be to the start of the 375 mm 

diameter wastewater main on Yaldhurst Road, at the intersection of 

Fovant Street, which is approximately 1,050 metres from the site.  

The modelling found that there is sufficient capacity in the wastewater 

network to accommodate the anticipated flows. 

 

4.4 Opus assessed the impact of the OMF rezoning sought in the 

Canterbury Sports Limited submission on the Council's water supply 

network (memo dated 13 January 2016).  Water supply demand for 

an Olympic sized swimming pool and associated facilities were 

assumed, with a peak demand of 50 L/s (when the pool is being 

filled).  The site currently has a restricted water supply provided by 

the Council, but this would be insufficient for development of the site if 

it was rezoned OMF.  It was therefore assumed that the water supply 

connection would be to the 300 mm diameter water supply main, at 

the intersection of Yaldhurst Road and Russley Road, which is 

approximately 800 metres from the site.  The modelling found that 

there is sufficient capacity in the water supply network to 

accommodate the anticipated demand. 

 

4.5 The Council has no plans or budget in its Long Term Plan to 

construct new water supply or wastewater mains on Yaldhurst Road 

to the site.  Providing the developer funded and constructed the new 

mains, I do not oppose the rezoning sought. 

 

 

Bridget O'Brien 

19 January 2016 


