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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 My full name is Adam Scott Blair.  I hold the position of Senior Planner at 

Christchurch City Council. I have been in this position since July 2003. 

 
1.2 My qualifications and experience are set out in my evidence in chief lodged 

with this Hearings Panel in relation to the Stage 1 Residential Proposal, 

dated 12 March 2015 (refer to paragraphs 1.2 - 1.4). 

 
1.3 As part of my role at the Council I have been asked to provide evidence in 

relation to the General City Signage rules within Proposal 6 General Rules 

and Procedures 6.8.  Signs (incorporating Proposal 13.14.7 Central City 

Signs). 

 

1.4 I have: 

 

(a) reviewed the Proposal and accompanying Section 32 Report for 

the Stage 2 and Stage 3 signage proposal; 

(b) reviewed and considered the submissions received on the 

Proposals; 

(c) undertaken discussions with various Council and consultant 

experts to understand the position in the proposals - in particular 

the stage 2 proposal; and 

(d) participated in discussions and mediation with various submitters. 

 

1.5 I have previously provided evidence to the proposed Replacement District 

Plan (pRDP) Hearings Panel on the following Proposals: 

 

(a) Proposal 3 - Strategic directions;1 

(b) Proposal 14 - Residential (Stage 1);2 

(c) Proposal 12 - Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land;3 

(d) Proposal 21.5 - Specific Purpose (Hospital) Zone;4 

(e) Proposal 13.6 - Central City Residential;5 

(f) Proposal 13.8 - Central City Specific Purpose (Hospital) Zone;6 

                                                   
1
 Statement of Evidence of Adam Scott Blair dated 18 November 2014. 

2
 Evidence in Chief dated 12 March 2015; Supplementary Evidence dated 14 April 2015, Rebuttal Evidence dated 25 March 

2015; Second Rebuttal Evidence dated 27 March 2015; Third Rebuttal Evidence dated 2 April 2015. 
3
 Evidence in Chief dated 5 October 2015; and Rebuttal Evidence dated 23 October 2015. 

4
 Evidence in Chief dated 15 September 2015; Rebuttal Evidence dated 6 October 2015. 

5
 Evidence in Chief dated 16 December 2015; Rebuttal Evidence dated 26 January 2016. 
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(g) Proposal 13.16 - Central City Hazardous Substances and 

Contaminated Land.7 

 

1.6 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for Expert Witnesses 

contained in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014 and that I agree to 

comply with it. I confirm that I have considered all the material facts that I 

am aware of that might alter or detract from the opinions that I express, and 

that this evidence is within my area of expertise, except where I state that I 

am relying on the evidence of another person. The Council, as my 

employer, has agreed to me giving expert evidence on its behalf in 

accordance with my duties under the Code of Conduct. 

 

1.7 The key documents I have used, or referred to, in forming my view while 

preparing this brief of evidence are: 

 

(a) Proposal 6.8 Signs (incorporating Proposal 13.14.7 Central City 

Signs); 

(b) The Section 32 Reports for Proposal 6.8 Signs and Proposal 

13.14.7 Central City Signs; 

(c) Submissions on Proposal 6.8 Signs and Proposal 13.14.7 Central 

City Signs; 

(d) Independent Hearings Panel Christchurch Replacement District 

Plan Decision 1 Strategic Directions and Strategic Outcomes; 

(e) The Land Use Recovery Plan (LURP); 

(f) The Land Use Recovery Strategy; 

(g) The Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013; 

(h) The Canterbury Regional Policy Statement (CRPS); and 

 (i) The Central City Recovery Plan (CCRP). 

 

1.8 In preparing this evidence I have read the evidence of Janet Helen Reeves 

and I rely on her evidence throughout this evidence. 

 

1.9 My evidence has the following attachments: 

 

(a) Attachment A - Updated Revised Proposal  

                                                                                                                                                               
6
 Evidence in Chief dated 16 December 2015; Rebuttal Evidence dated 26 January 106. 

7
 Evidence in Chief dated 16 December 2015. 
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(b) Attachment B - Accept/Reject table; and 

(c) Attachment C - Updated section 32 Report.  

 

2. SCOPE 

 

2.1 The specific parts of the proposed Replacement Plan (pRDP) that my 

evidence relates to are Proposal 6.8 Signs and Proposal  13.14.7 Central 

City Signs (13.14.7 is now Part of Proposal 6.8 in the Revised Proposal). 

My evidence also addresses some of the specific relief sought by 

submitters, in particular Phantom Bill Stickers and Christchurch 

International Airport Limited (CIAL). Ms Janet Reeves addresses other 

submissions sought by other submitters on this part of the Proposal. I state 

whether I agree or disagree with Ms Reeves' conclusions and 

recommendations.  

 

3. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

3.1 The Council included signage rule in the General City Rules section of the 

pRDP in both Stage 2 and Stage 3. Stage 2 rules were to address signage 

outside the central city and stage 3 rules were to address signage rules 

inside the central city. The stage 3 rules are now to be combined with the 

stage 2 rules and integrated into one signage proposal for the whole of the 

central city. 

 

3.2 The general tenor of the Phantom Bill Stickers submission #2313 is that 

they produce signage through a specific higher amenity product that is of 

relatively modest size. This signage is framed, covered/sealed and is no 

larger than 1.4m2 in area. Because of the quality of their signage, regular 

monitoring and maintenance, any adverse visual or amenity effects 

associated with their signage is less than other types of signage and that 

this should be recognised when consideration is given to consenting for 

their signage. In the context of changing visual environments in different 

zones, different standards are appropriate.  On the whole I agree with 

Phantom Bill Stickers and have co-written a set of rules with Phantom Bill 

Sticker's planning consultant Ms Susan Wells which can meet all needs as 

a combination of controlled activity and restricted discretionary activity 

resource consenting. 
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3.3 Phantom Bill Stickers are also concerned that the provisions for signage for 

temporary activities are too liberal and can be used for the inappropriate 

advertising of commercial activities. On the whole I agree with Phantom Bill 

Stickers and have made amendments to the provisions to address this.  

 

3.4 CIAL is concerned that signage provisions for the Christchurch 

International Airport area do not reflect the needs of the commercial and 

industrial airport activities or recognise that the airport site is subject to a 

designation for airport purposes. They consider that signage for airport 

purposes should be subject to the designation. On the whole I agree with 

the airport on this matter. I also conclude that the wider signage provisions 

that would apply to a Commercial Retail Park should apply to the Airport 

site.  

 

4. THE PURPOSE OF THE SIGN PROVISIONS 

 

4.1 Purpose of proposals 6.8 Signs and 13.14.7 Central City Signs is to control 

the potential adverse effects of signage. Control of the effects of the use, 

development, or protection of land (which includes the use and 

development of signage) is a specific territorial authority function under 

section 31 of the Resource Management Act.  

 

5. OUTCOMES OF MEDIATION / CAUCUSING  

 

5.1 Ms Janet Reeves sets out a record of formal and informal mediation that 

has taken place in relation to the provisions on signage. 

 

5.2 In addition I met with Ms Susan Wells, planning consultant for Phantom Bill 

Stickers (#2313) on 1 February 2016. At that meeting Ms Wells and I 

agreed: 

 

(a) That in general the product of Phantom Bill Stickers (and like 

operators) is of a higher standard of amenity than other types of 

signs because: 

(i) they are framed; 

(ii) they are sealed / water proof; 
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(iii) they are static and contain no moving parts; 

(iv) they are regularly maintained; 

(v) the surface on which they are installed is regularly 

maintained; 

(vi) they can be linked directly to an operator/provider by 

name and address of the operator/provider; and 

(vii) they are of relatively modest size.  

 

Where the signs as described above fully comply with the zone 

and activity specific built form standards, other than those that 

relate to off-site signage, they are described as "conforming 

prefabricated signs". 

 

(b) That in the context of the conforming prefabricated signs, there 

was a hierarchy of sensitivity of receiving environments to adverse 

visual amenity effects throughout the City, with Residential Zones 

being the most sensitive, Commercial Zones being of minor to 

moderate sensitivity, and Industrial zones being of least sensitivity. 

 

(c) That for all areas, interfaces with residential zones were more 

sensitive to potential adverse visual amenity effects of conforming 

prefabricated signs than areas entirely within the non-residential 

zones. 

 

(d) That: 

(i) Conforming prefabricated signs in a residential zone that 

cannot be seen from any place within a residential zone 

shall be a controlled activity; 

(ii) Conforming prefabricated signs in industrial and 

commercial zones where they cannot be seen from 

another place within a residential zone shall be a 

controlled activity 

(iii) Where any of the built form standards in (i). or (2). are not 

met a resource consent application as a restricted 

discretionary activity is required. 
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(e) For other zones the general signage rules would apply to 

conforming prefabricated signs. 

 

(f) Signage provisions for temporary activities as publicly notified are 

inadequately focussed and could enable commercial signage 

wider than that intended by the provisions, so they need focussing. 

 

(g) Temporary signage should be subject to built form standards the 

same as other standards.  

 

5.3 I have also continued discussions with Mr Jonathan Clease, Planning 

consultant for the CIAL. It has been agreed that signage for airport 

purposes would be subject to the airport purposes designation – as 

envisaged by the designation. Signage for airport purposes would therefore 

be addressed through outline plan approval under section 176A of the 

RMA. Further signage for non-airport purposes that are commercial or 

industrial in nature would be subject to the commercial retail park sign 

rules, which are closest to the non-airport related activities being 

undertaken within the zone.  

 

6. OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

 

6.1 In this section I discuss the range of submissions received on the signage 

objectives and policies. Where Ms Reeves has addressed submissions in 

relation to these8 I state whether or not I agree with her. Throughout this 

evidence I have generally tried to follow the format of the statement of 

issues of 30 October 2015. 

 

Should changes be made to Policy 6.8.1.1.2 to focus the policy to only address 

identified heritage buildings, structure or places? 

 

6.2 McDonalds New Zealand Ltd (#2297.30) and Progressive Enterprises Ltd 

(#2373.6) have  requested changes to 6.8.1.1.2 that would focus the policy 

on heritage values of buildings. 

 

                                                   
8
 In her Evidence in Chief dated 4 January 2016. 
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6.3 I consider that the request by these submitters would focus the policy 

solely on heritage values when the point of the policy is to address wider 

aspects than just heritage. I recommend that the submissions be rejected.  

 

 Should references to meeting the needs of businesses and other activities be added 

to Objective 13.14.7.1.1, Policy 13.14.7.1.1.1, and Policy 13.14.1.1.2? 

 

6.4 Carter Group (#3602.146, #3602.147) seeks that references to meeting the 

needs of business and other activities be added to Objective 13.14.7.1.1, 

Policy 13.14.7.1.1.1, and Policy 13.14.1.1.2. 

 

6.5 Ms Reeves discusses the theme of this submission at paragraph 7.3 of her 

evidence. I agree with the conclusions reached by Ms Reeves. I 

recommend that these submissions be accepted and accordingly I have 

shown amendments to give effect to this submission at Attachment A to 

this evidence.  

 

 Should the second use of the word 'recovery' be deleted from Objective 13.14.7.1.1 

with an emphasis on recovery and vitality? 

 

6.6 The Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Authority (#3721.1143) request that 

the second reference to recovery be deleted from 13.14.7.1.1.1. 

 

6.7 I agree that the second use of the word ‘recovery’ in the policy is redundant 

and can be deleted. This is shown in Attachment A to this evidence. 

 

 Should Policy 13.14.7.1.1.2 apply only to signage that "significantly" detracts from 

buildings? 

 

6.8 Carter Group Limited (#3602.148) seeks that 13.14.7.1.1.2 be amended so 

that the policy refers to significantly detracting from buildings. 

 

6.9 Ms Reeves discusses this in her evidence at paragraph 7.7 where she 

concludes that she cannot support the change because it does not add any 

further clarity to the interpretation of the policy. I agree with Ms Reeves and 

recommend to the panel that his submission be rejected.  
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Should the objectives and policies recognise the scale of a site and a development; 

operational or functional characteristics of certain activities; and the status of the 

site in the centres hierarchy? 

 

6.1 CIAL (#2348), Bunnings Limited (#2364.1) Kiwi Property Group Limited 

(#2372) and Progressives Enterprises Limited (#2373) seek an amendment 

to Policy 6.8.1.1.1 to seek changes to Objectives and  Policies that would 

recognise the scale of development.  

  

6.2 Ms Reeves discusses the theme of these submissions in response to Kiwi 

Property Group Limited at paragraph 7.15 of her evidence in chief where 

she states that it is important that signage is compatible in scale to the 

building or site on which it is displayed. She supports the submission point. 

I agree with Ms Reeves. I recommend that the submissions be accepted 

and I have shown drafting to this effect in Attachment A to this evidence.  

 

6.3 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313) request that references to residentially 

'zoned' areas be removed from Policy 6.8.1.1.1 and that residential zones 

in question should be specified. 

 

6.4 Ms Reeves discusses these submissions at paragraph 7.10 of her 

evidence where she states: 

 

The impact of signs in residential areas depends very much on their 

context. Even though the sign faces another land use, it can still have 

an adverse impact. I will be seen in conjunction with residential 

properties, it could be visible from another part of the residential area, 

and could face other sensitive areas. In my opinion, a sign on the 

boundary of a residential zone should be treated the same as a sign 

within the residential zone. 

 

6.5 Ms Reeves and I have reached a different conclusion in regard the 

potential effects of the  type of signage proposed by Phantom Bill Stickers. 

In the context of the signage that Phantom Bill Stickers produce (and as 

described at paragraph 5.2 of this evidence) and the monitoring and 

maintenance conditions Phantom Billstickers have agreed to, I conclude on 

balance that the regime I propose for the product of Phantom Bill Stickers 
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and the like is appropriate. However I agree with Ms Reeves that the policy 

itself should not be changed because not all signage will fall within the 

parameters of the recommended definition of a conforming prefabricated 

sign. 

 

 Should signage that is subject to a regular maintenance programme be recognised 

in Policy 6.8.1.1.4? 

 

6.6 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.8) requested that recognition be made for 

signage that is subject to a regular maintenance programme in Policy 

6.8.1.1.4. 

 

Following my discussions with Ms Wells for Phantom Bill Stickers in 

mediation, I agree that there is a visual amenity value associated with well-

maintained signage. Mechanisms to recognise the value of  regular 

maintenance are included in the controlled activity and restricted 

discretionary activity rules and regime for prefabricated signs. Accordingly I 

see that there is some value in recognising the value of maintenance of 

signage in policies. I have amended new Policy 7 in Attachment A to 

recognise the value of maintenance. Accordingly I recommend that that the 

panel accept this submission in part.  

 

7. SUBMISSIONS BY AKAROA CIVICTRUST 

 

Should signs that are attached to or located on the same site as a historic building, 

structure or historic site be a discretionary activity? In the alternative should they be 

a restricted discretionary activity? How can these rules be better integrated with the 

provisions in Proposal 9? 

 

 Should there be a bespoke or individual set of signage rules for Akaroa Township 

and the Akaroa Basin? 

 

7.1 The Akaroa Civic Trust (#2285) seeks that: 

 

(a) Three dimensional letters are not a permitted activity in Akaroa 

Township and the Akaroa Harbour Basin. (#2285.68, #2285.69) 
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(b) The total maximum area of signs per building is 1m2 in the 

Commercial Banks Peninsula Zone at Akaroa. (#2285.71) 

(c) Rule 6.8.4.2 be clarified so that it is clear whether the area is a 

total permitted area, or the area per sign. (#2285.72) 

(d) Rule 6.8.4.4 be amended so that the permitted maximum total 

area of signage in the Commercial Banks Peninsula zone at 

Akaroa is 1.5m2, with no sign larger than 1m2 and the number of 

signs on a site limited to 3 (regardless of pedestrian or vehicle 

access). (#2285.73) 

(e) 6.8.3.3.D1 be amended so that it does not apply to historic 

buildings, structures or historic sites in the Commercial Banks 

Peninsula or Residential Zones at Akaroa. (#2285.74) 

(f) 6.8.3.3 D5 be deleted or, or clarify the activities provided for. 

(#2285.75) 

(g) Rule 6.8.3.4 NC1 be amended to include the Banks Peninsula 

Commercial Zone at Akaroa (and that a consequential amendment 

be made to 6.8.3.2 RD2) (#2285.77) 

 

7.2 Ms Reeves generally addresses Akaroa Civic Trust related matters at 

paragraphs section 12 and 8.5 of her evidence in chief. Ms Reeves 

described the outcome of these discussions in these paragraphs. In 

summary it was agreed that: 

  

(a) Three dimensional letters are not specifically provided for in the 

Commercial Banks Peninsula Zone at Akaroa or residential banks 

peninsula character area overlay. However such signage can be 

erected in these zones  provided it complies with the built form 

standards. 

(b) The permitted amount of signage per building in the Commercial 

Banks Peninsula Zone at Akaroa has been reduced to building 

length along primary frontage (m) times 0.2m. 

(c) Rule 6.8.4.2 has been clarified with Ms Cook - it is the total 

maximum area of signs per building. 

(d) In regard to rule 6.8.4.4 Ms Reeves has concluded that the size of 

signage is too large and the maximum size of any single sign is 

1m2. However the free standing sign control is still associated with 

pedestrian and vehicle entrances.  
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(e) In regard to 6.8.3.3 D1 Ms Reeves has accepted that signs on 

heritage items and in heritage settings in the Commercial Banks 

Peninsula Zone at Akaroa do not need extra consideration and are 

therefore permitted provided they comply with the built form 

standards. However this is not extended to residential zones in 

Akaroa. 

(f) The activities provided for in rule 6.8.3.3 D5 have been clarified by 

deleting P10 that was a catchall that would have permitted all 

signage not listed. The intention is for all signage not listed to be a 

discretionary activity. The word is discretionary needs to be left in 

6.8.3.3 D5 because there will be signage that is not otherwise 

listed in that table as discretionary that should be treated as 

discretionary.  

(g) At paragraph 13.9 Ms Reeves states that non complying activity is 

too restrictive as there may well be situations where signs may 

have no adverse effects on the environment. The 'catchall' as a 

discretionary activity is the most appropriate status. There is no 

need to make the consequential amendment. 

 

7.3 I agree with the rationale and conclusions of Ms Reeves. Drafting to this 

effect (where necessary) has been shown in Attachment A to this 

evidence.  

 

8. DIGITAL SIGNAGE 

 

Should the outdoor lighting and glare provisions include consideration of digital 

signage or should these activities be managed through the signage rules and if so, 

how? 

 

8.1 Etcmedia (#2345.7) Limited seeks that rule 6.8.3.2 RD2 be amended so 

that it includes digital signage. 

 

8.2 Etcmedia (#2345.7)  were generally supportive of the plan as publicly 

notified but requested that the listed discretionary activities incorporate 

digital signs. I agree that for clarity and certainty the words digital signs 

should be added to 6.8.3.2 RD2. I have shown this in 6.8.3.2 RD2 in 

Attachment A. 
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9. FREE-STANDING SIGNS 

 

Are the standards for free standing signs appropriate, particularly in respect to 

larger sites?  

 

 Should the location and dimension rules for free standing signs in Rules 6.8.4.4 and 

13.14.7.2.3.4 requiring location next to a vehicle entrance and a maximum 

dimension of 2 metres width be deleted? 

 

9.1 Go Media (3560.15) requested that standards for free standing signs 

provide for a greater area or be proportionate to site frontage and area. 

 

9.2 Go Media (#3560.14) and iSite Ltd (#3562.14) requested that built form 

standard 13.14.7.2.3 which relates to the location of free standing signs 

adjacent to vehicle entranceways be deleted.  

 

9.3 Ms Reeves addresses this at paragraphs 9.37 to 9.40 of her evidence and 

concludes that standards for free standing signs are appropriate. I agree 

with the conclusions of Ms Reeves. 

 

9.4 iSite Ltd (#3562.13) seeks that the 2 metre maximum width requirement for 

freestanding signs in 13.14.7.2.3.4 be deleted.  

 

9.5 Through discussions with Ms Reeves I agree that it would be appropriate in 

less sensitive zones for the maximum width to be increased to 2.5m. This 

coupled with the maximum area per sign of 18m2 provides a more flexible 

standard. This is because less sensitive zones generally have larger scale 

activities which can accommodate a larger area of sign. I have shown this 

in Attachment A.  

 

 Should free-standing sign provisions for Specific Purpose Zones such as those in 

Rule 6.8.4.5 be added in the Central City? 
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Should the provisions for Specific Purpose Zones in the Central City be deleted 

completely and replaced with other standards including some from the Stage 2 

Specific Purpose proposal? 

 

9.6 CERA (#3721.1160) requests that free standing signage provisions from 

Proposal 6 be added to central city provisions.  

 

9.7 Ms Janet Reeves addresses this matter at paragraph 12.3 of her evidence. 

Her conclusion is that the omission was a mistake and that the inclusion of 

the free standing sign provisions as requested by CERA is necessary. I 

agree with the reasoning and conclusions made by Ms Reeves. I have 

shown this drafting in Attachment A to this evidence. 

 

 

10. TEMPORARY SIGNAGE 

 

Should temporary signs be exempt from built form standards relating to signs 

attached to buildings and free standing signs? 

 

 Should signs for some events permitted as temporary activities, be permitted? 

 

10.1 The Canterbury Regional Council (#2249.45) sought that signs advertising 

temporary events should be permitted activities.  

 

10.2 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.4, #2313.9) are opposed to the provisions for 

temporary signs. 

 

10.3 The submission by Phantom Bill Stickers generally opposes the temporary 

signage provisions on the basis that they might be interpreted and 

inappropriately used to enable signage that is of a commercial nature. As 

noted in the discussion regarding mediation at section 5 above Ms Wells 

and I have extensively discussed the possibility of the provisions as 

publicly notified being used by commercial entities to circumvent the 

provisions that would normally apply to commercial activities. In my view 

enablement of temporary signage that promotes a not for profit public good 

or event should be enabled, but signage promoting temporary commercial 

events should be subject to the wider signage rules. I note also that the 
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temporary commercial events can take advantage of electronic media to 

promote their events. 

 

10.4 I recommend that the Canterbury Regional Council submission be 

accepted in part and that the Phantom Bill Stickers submissions be 

accepted.  

 

10.5 Accordingly I recommend the provisions shown as P5 in Attachment A to 

this evidence.  

 

11. BUILT FORM STANDARDS 

 

Should the dimensions in the activity specific built form standards be changed to 

allow for larger signage? 

 

11.1 Phantom Bill Stickers Ltd (#2313.7, #2313.12) request that the maximum 

provision of 0.5m2 for signs attached to buildings in  6.8.4.2 be amended to 

allow a greater area for signs that have a maintenance and management 

programme.     

 

11.2 I understand that the provisions set out in 6.8.3.1 Controlled Activities C1 

and C2 and Restricted Discretionary Activity RD4  of Attachment A and as 

discussed in Section 5 of this evidence generally meet the concerns of 

Phantom Bill Stickers. Accordingly I recommend that these submissions be 

accepted in part to the extent that the provisions shown in Attachment A 

meet Phantom Bill Stickers concerns.  

 

 Are the notes attached to the rules in 6.8.4.2 and 13.14.7.2.3 correctly worded? 

Should the words "primary frontage" be replaced with the word "road"? 

 

 Is it appropriate for the total maximum area of signs per building to be calculated 

based on the primary road frontage? 

 

11.3 iSite #2216, Go Media #2265 Carter Group #2330 and Scentre #2332 

request that the amount of signage be linked to road frontage rather than 

building frontage. 
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11.4 Ms Reeves discusses this in section 9 of her evidence and concludes that 

signage linked to building frontage is appropriate. I agree with Ms Reeves 

and accordingly I have shown drafting to this effect in Attachment A.  

 

 Should there be no limit to signage in the Specific Purpose Hospital Zone provided 

the content relates only to hospital activities? 

 

11.5 Ms Reeves addresses these matters in section 11 of her evidence and 

concludes that because of the hospital's operational requirements, the 

submission can be supported. 

 

11.6 I agree with Ms Reeves and have shown drafting to this effect in 

Attachment A. 

 

12. SIGNAGE FOR WALKWAYS 

 

Should bespoke rules information and way finding for private walkways be enabled? 

 

12.1 The Rod Donald Trust (#2311), the Akaroa Civic Trust (#2285), and the 

Maurice White Native Forest Trust (#2382) seek specific rules to cater for 

private walkways.  

 

12.2 Ms Reeves addresses these at paragraphs 13.2 of her evidence and 

supports the relief sought because it would appear to be a more 

appropriate way to manage the amount of signage for these activities. I 

agree with Ms Reeves. I have shown drafting to this effect in Attachment 

A. 

 

13. OTHER DISCRETIONARY ACTIVITIES AND NON-COMPLYING ACTIVITIES 

 

13.1 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.10) request that Discretionary Activities D2 

and D4 be controlled activities. 

 

13.2 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.11) request that the reference to off-site signs 

in NC2 be deleted and that sites that are technically in residential zones but 

which face into commercial of industrial zones should be at most 

discretionary activities. 
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13.3 I understand that the provisions set out in Attachment A and as discussed 

in section 5 of this evidence generally meet the concerns of Phantom Bill 

Stickers. Accordingly I recommend that these submissions be accepted in 

part to the extent that the provisions discussed in section 5 meet Phantom 

Bill Stickers concerns.  

  

14. CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL SUBMISSIONS TO AMEND ZONE NAME 

CROSS REFERENCES IN VARIOUS RULES 

 

14.1 The Christchurch City Council (#2123.35, #2123.36, #2123.37, #2123.38, 

#2123.39) has made several submissions seeking that cross references to 

zone names in various rules be corrected to reflect zone names as they 

have evolved through the pRDP process. I recommend that these be 

accepted. This is shown in the drafting of Attachment A. 

 

15. MATTERS OF DISCRETION  

 

Is additional consideration required in the matters of discretion for signage required 

for operational purposes (e.g. for hospitals)? 

  

15.1 The Canterbury District Health Board (#2360) requests additional matters 

of discretion for signage required for operational purposes.  

 

15.2 Ms Reeves addresses this at paragraph 14.6 where she supports the 

amendments sought because some activities like hospitals have specific 

operational needs. This is shown in the rules in Attachment A.  

 

 Should any other matters be added or removed from the matters of discretion? 

 

15.3 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.5, #2313.13) request additional consideration 

be given to the way in which small scale signage is displayed and 

maintained in matter of discretion 6.8.5.1. 

 

15.4 Ms Reeves supports the intent of this request at her paragraph 14.2 

because the manner in which a collection of signage is displayed is 

3723 CCC - Blair
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instrumental in determining its impact on the environment. I agree with Ms 

Reeves. This is shown in the matters of discretion in Attachment A. 

 

15.5 Phantom Bill Stickers (#2313.5, 2313.14) requested that reference to site 

related content be deleted from matter of discretion 6.8.5.1. 

 

15.6 Ms Reeves has discussed this in paragraph 14.4 and does not support the 

request because there is an important distinction to be made between 

signage which is necessary to be displayed on that particular site and that 

which is not. I agree with Ms Reeves.  

 

15.7 Progressive Enterprises Limited (#2373.8) request that matter of discretion 

6.8.5.1(3) be amended to recognise the scale of the site and the 

appropriateness of the signage to reflect the operational and functional 

characteristics of buildings and structures. 

 

15.8 Ms Reeves discusses this at paragraph 14.7 and 14.8 of her evidence and 

agrees that more guidance should be included in the matter of discretion in 

regard to the subject site and operational/functional retirements. I agree 

with Ms Reeves and have amended the matters of discretion as shown in 

Attachment A. 

 

15.9 Harvey Norman (#2596) seeks to delete reference to Illumination in the 

matters of discretion. Ms Reeves discusses this at paragraph 16.9 where 

she concludes that it was important to consider illumination within the 

context of the sign and its location. Illumination can have different effects 

from non-illuminated signs. I agree with Ms Reeves.  

 

16. BILL BOARDS AND OFFSITE SIGNS 

 

16.1 Kiwi Property Income Group (#2372) requested clarification of the 

difference between billboards and off-site signs (#2285.67). CIAL 

(#2348.90) noted that "billboard" is undefined.  

 

16.2 Ms Reeves considers this at section 10 and concludes that there is no 

need to separately refer to bill boards. She agrees that the standards for 

3723 CCC - Blair
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signage can be relied upon to address any amenity related issues 

specifically pertaining to bill boards. I agree with Ms Reeves.  

 

17. DEFINITIONS  

 

17.1 In the mediation discussions with Ms Wells for Phantom Bill Stickers Ltd we 

discussed a definition for Conforming Prefabricated Sign. I understand that our 

agreed definition is: 

 

 
Conforming Prefabricated sign 
 
means a sign that: 
 
i. is entirely framed at its periphery; 
ii. is sealed and water proof; 
iii. is static and contains no moving parts; 
iv. is subject to a written maintenance programme to be undertaken by the 

operator / provider; and 
v. can be linked to the sign's operator / provider through a name, address and 

other contact details on the sign; 
 

 

 

Adam Scott Blair  

5 February 2016 
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General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

1 

 

Submiss

ion 

point 

number 

Submitt

er name 

Support 

Oppose 

Category Decision & Reason 

A
cc

ep
t 

 

A
cc

ep
t 

in
 p

a
rt

  

R
ej

ec
t 

2313.4 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Delete P3 Delete P8  

Decision Reason: P3 (A) Does not link to the correct rule. It 

should presumably be 6.2.2.2.1 rather than 6.2.3.1 (B) The 

provisions for temporary signage will result in clutter, visual 

pollution and poor amenity outcomes. (C) The duration of such 

signage is too long. (D) Provision for commercial signage 

should not occur as of right in residential zones, as is currently 

occurring under the temporary signage provisions, unless they 

face into a commercial zone and are appropriately managed. (E) 

The existing provisions for temporary signage in the Operative 

Plan have already resulted in poor environmental outcomes, 

enforcement issues and complaints. The pRCDP provisions are 

even more liberal in that regard. P8 (A) appears to enable 

temporary advertising on utility poles. Phantom does not 

support this unless it is for utility purposes.  

 √  

2313.5 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

All signs and support 

structures 

Decision Sought: (A) Include an additional consideration: 

Whether the way in which small scale signage is displayed and 

maintained provides for opportunities for commercial 

advertising in a way which enhances the environment to which 

it relates. (B) Delete reference to site related content in item 2.  

Decision Reason: Item 2 relates to site related content. This is 

not a relevant consideration for small scale signs. It undermines 

the positive elements which sit within Item 10.  

 √  

2313.6 Phantom 

Billstick

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Amend (b) to remove reference to 

residentially 'zoned' areas - specify the residential zones in 
 √  

Attachment A
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ers Ltd Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

question  

Decision Reason: Activity standards for sites that are 

technically zoned residential but which face into non-residential 

areas should be considered against the provisions for the zones 

into which they face.  

2313.7 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Amend 0.5m2 provision for those sites which 

have a sign maintenance and management programme.  

Decision Reason: The 0.5m2 provisions undermines the ability 

for product or service based signage to be displayed responsibly 

throughout the city and does not take into account design or 

maintenance regimes. Numerous sites around the city currently 

have multitudes of temporary signs. Many are cluttered and/or 

untidy. The temporary signage exemptions will make that 

worse. If the 0.5m2 provision remains as it is, it will make it 

extremely difficult to change the paradigm to a properly 

managed and maintained regime.  

 √  

2313.8 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

Decision Sought: Add maintenance to the criteria and cross 

reference this point with the discussion around off-site 

advertising  

Decision Reason: Visual pollution comes from the way in 

which sites are managed as much as anything else. This policy 

correctly reflects that signs can contribute positively because of 

their content (eg public health messages) yet the rules in the 

plan do not support this policy.  

 √  

2313.9 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Decision Sought: Delete reference to temporary signs: retain 

reference to signs that are permitted through other statutes.  

Decision Reason: The temporary signage provisions are so 

inconsistent, contradictory and vague that they will result in 

 √  

Attachment A
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Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.5-Policy 5 

visual pollution throughout the district.  

2313.10 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: D2 and D4 should be controlled activities.  

Decision Reason: Commercial signage should be anticipated in 

commercial and industrial zones. Provided that controls can be 

constructed around maintenance and scale, discretionary status 

is inappropriate.  

 √  

2313.11 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.4-

Non-complying 

activities 

Decision Sought: Amend NC2 to delete reference to off-site 

signs, and Sites technically in residential zones but which face 

into commercial or industrial zones should be at most 

discretionary activities.  

Decision Reason: Off-site signage provisions are not supported 

through the policy framework. The zone boundary interface 

between residential and commercial/industrial is not addressed 

through the current proposed provisions and results in 

unnecessary resource consents.  

 √  

2318.2 Luxford Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion 

Decision Sought: A site specific request for Orton Bradley 

Park. That the size of allowable sign on the road side be 

increased from 1m3 to 3m3 ensuring that the park entrance is 

effectively indicated.  

Decision Reason: Orton Bradley park is a specific destination 

with one enter point, and limited turning points near by. For 

first time visitors (particularly those from overseas) it can be 

nerve racking to find the entrance. Clear and effective signage 

√   

Attachment A
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will ensure that visitors have the ability to indicate in plenty of 

time ensuring that traffic flows are not impeded, and safe 

driving habits are encouraged.  

2123.34 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.6-

6.8.3.1 P6 

Decision Sought: Amend P6 to: Business and building identification 

signs made of three dimensional letters and/or symbols in Residential, 
Visitor Accommodation, Papakainga, Small Settlement, Open Space, Rural 
and Specific Purpose (school) zones (See Note 1, below).  

√   

2123.35 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Decision Sought: Amend P7 to: Business and building identification 

signs made of three dimensional letters and/or symbols in Commercial, 
Scheduled Activities, Industrial, Specific Purpose Hospital, Transfer 
Stations, Specific Purpose (Defence Wigram), Specific Purpose (Airport) and 
Specific Purpose (Tertiary Education ) Institution Zones (See Note 1, 
below).  

√   

2123.36 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.4-

6.8.3.4 Non-

complying activities 

Decision Sought: Amend NC1 as below: 

The following signs in Residential, Papakainga, Small Settlement, Rural,  
and Open Space and Visitor Accommodation Zones: 
a. Flashing signs 
b. Illuminated signs, including intermittently illuminated signs 
c. Signs with moving components 
d. Billboards 
e. Captive balloons or blimps  

√   
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> 6.8.3.4.1-6.8.3.4 

NC1 

2123.37 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.4-

6.8.3.4 Non-

complying activities 

> 6.8.3.4.2-6.8.3.4 

NC2 

Decision Sought: Amend NC2 as below: 

Off-site signs in Residential, Small Settlements, Visitor Accommodation 
and Papakainga Zones  

√   

2123.38 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Remove references to Visitor Accommodation Zone 

and Small Settlements from the left hand column of the table.  

√   

2123.39 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Remove references to Visitor Accommodation and 

Small Settlements from the left hand column of the table.  

√   

2123.40 Christch

urch City 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Decision Sought: Replace references to Tertiary Institutions 

with Tertiary Education.  

√   

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 26 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

6 

 

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Purpose Zones 

2235.22 Ngai 

Tahu 

Property 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.5-

6.8.3.1 P5 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Rule 6.8.3.1 (P5) as follows: 

 b. Notwithstanding activity standard 'a', temporary signs 

associated with land subdivision shall be removed within one 

month of the sale of the last lot in the subdivision.  

 √  

2235.23 Ngai 

Tahu 

Property 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Rule 6.8.3.1 (P5) as follows: 

 b. Notwithstanding activity standard 'a', temporary signs 

associated with land subdivision shall be removed within one 

month of the sale of the last lot in the subdivision.  

 √  

2235.24 Ngai 

Tahu 

Property 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Rule 6.8.3.1 as follows: 

In the relevant land use zones, the activities listed below are 

permitted activities if they comply with relevant activity specific 

standards set out in this table and the Built Form Standards in 

Rule 6.8.4. Temporary signs (P5) are not required to comply 

with Built Form Standards 6.8.4.2 and 6.8.4.4. 

 √  

Attachment A
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2235.25 Ngai 

Tahu 

Property 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.5-Policy 5 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 6.8.1.1.5 Policy 5 as follows: 

To enable temporary signs, and signs that are permitted 

through other statutes, subject to meeting basic activity and 

built form standards while avoiding, remedying or mitigating 

adverse effects.  

   

2360.13 Canterbu

ry 

District 

Health 

Board 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.5-

6.8.4.5 Specific 

Purpose Zones > 

6.8.4.5.1-6.8.4.5(a) 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows: 

Hospital 5% x road frontage(m) x 1m 6m or facade 

height, whichever is lower 

 

No limit on signs provided they are related solely to hospital 

activities  

√   

2360.14 Canterbu

ry 

District 

Health 

Board 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.5-

6.8.4.5 Specific 

Purpose Zones > 

6.8.4.5.1-6.8.4.5(a) 

Decision Sought: Amend the explanatory notes for specific 

purpose zones as follows: 

'Explanatory Notes for Specific Purpose Zones (except 

Airport and Hospital).....'  

 √  

2360.15 Canterbu

ry 

District 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Decision Sought: Add the following new clause: 

'X. Whether the proposed sign is required for operational 

purposes.'  

 √  
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Health 

Board 

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

All signs and support 

structures 

2265.3 Go 

Media 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Permitted activity status is sought for 

billboards and off-site advertising in business zones with low 

visual amenity.  

  √ 

2265.4 Go 

Media 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.3.3 Discretionary Activities to 

delete D2.  
 √  

2265.5 Go 

Media 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.3.3 Discretionary Activities to 

delete D4.  
 √  

2265.6 Go Amend 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.4.2 Signs Attached to Buildings   √ 
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Media Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

to delete reference to primary frontage and replace primary 

with road.  

2265.7 Go 

Media 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Delete: the 2m maximum width requirement 

for free standing signs.  
  √ 

2265.8 Go 

Media 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Delete: the requirement for free standing 

signs to be located at vehicle entranceways.  
  √ 

2265.9 Go 

Media 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Insert: rules providing for greater signage 

area on sites proportionate to site frontage and area.  
  √ 

2158.9 Spark 

New 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Retain as notified.     
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Zealand 

Trading 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

2216.3 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought:  Permitted activity 

status is sought for billboards and off-site advertising in 

business 

zones with low visual amenity.  

  √ 

2216.4 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Delete D2    √ 

2216.5 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Delete D4    √ 

2216.6 ISite Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought:    √ 
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Limited Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Amend: 6.8.4.2 Signs Attached to Buildings to 

delete reference to primary frontage and replace primary with 

road.  

2216.7 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Delete: the 2m maximum width requirement 

for 

free standing signs.  

  √ 

2216.8 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Delete: the requirement for free standing 

signs to 

be located at vehicle entranceways.  

  √ 

2216.9 ISite 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Insert: rules providing for greater signage 

area on 

sites proportionate to site frontage and area.  

  √ 

2387.16

5 

behalf of 

the 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Retain 6.8 as notified, except where specific relief is set 

out elsewhere in this submission.  
 √  
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Crown Procedures > 6.8-

Signs 

2387.16

6 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs 

Decision Sought: Amend and refine references to signs throughout the 

proposals to reduce the number of definitions of types of signs.    
 √  

2387.16

7 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.2-How 

to use the rules 

Decision Sought: Update    √  

2387.16

8 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.2-How 

to use the rules 

Decision Sought: and/or replace 6.8.2    √  

2387.16

9 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Add any other signage rules from other Proposals into 

this proposal.    
 √  

2387.17

0 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Decision Sought:  

Amend 6.8.3.1(P1) as follows:  

“All signs permitted by Council bylaws, NZTA bylaws regulations and 

standards and all signs controlled by the Electoral (Advertisements of a 

Specified Kind) Regulations 2005”.   

√   
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6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.1-

6.8.3.1 P1 

2387.17

1 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.2-

6.8.3.1 P2 

Decision Sought: Retain P2 of Rule 6.8.3.1 as notified, including that any 

sign controlled and authorised by the Ministry of Defence and/or NZDF is 

permitted with no standards.   

√   

2387.17

2 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.3-

6.8.3.1 P3 

Decision Sought: Amend Rule 6.8.3.1 (P3) to refer to Rule 6.2.2.2.1.     √  

2387.17

3 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Rule 6.8.3.2(RD1) to include:  

“Any application where Rule 6.8.4.1 is not met shall generally not be publicly 

or limited notified and will only require written approval of the New Zealand 

Transport Agency.”   

√   
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activities > 6.8.3.2.1-

6.8.3.2 RD1 

2387.17

4 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.1-

6.8.4.1 Traffic safety 

- applies to all signs 

> 6.8.4.1.1-

6.8.4.1(b) 

Decision Sought:  

Replace 6.8.4.1(b) with the following:  

“Signs shall be at least 100m in urban areas and 200m in rural areas from an 

official sign or traffic signal where the sign or traffic signal is for a State 

Highway or an arterial road with a speed restriction of 70km per hour or 

over.”    

√   

2387.17

5 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion 

Decision Sought: Correct the numbering and reduce and simplify the 

matters for discretion except as separately outlined below.   
 √  

2387.17

6 

behalf of 

the 

Crown 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.1-6.8.5.1 (4) 

Decision Sought: Retain the Matter of Discretion in 6.8.5.1(4) as 

notified.   
 √  

2387.17

7 

behalf of 

the 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Retain the Matter of Discretion in 6.8.5.2(5) as 

notified.   

√   
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Crown Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.2-

6.8.5.2 Illuminated, 

moving, changing, 

flashing or retro-

reflective displays > 

6.8.5.2.1-6.8.5.2(5) 

2311.9 Rod 

Donald 

Banks 

Peninsul

a Trust 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies 

Decision Sought: Add new:       Policy - To enable signs that 

are necessary for public health and safety and to provide 
directions to the public.  

 √  

2311.10 Rod 

Donald 

Banks 

Peninsul

a Trust 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought:  

Delete:                 6.8.3.3 D5, or amend to clarify the 
activities being provided for. 

Reason.                The rule is confusing and appears to 
conflict with 6.8.3.1 P9  

  

  √ 

2311.11 Rod 

Donald 

Banks 

Peninsul

a Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

Decision Sought: Amend to clarify whether the area is a 

total permitted area, or the area per sign.  

√   
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6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

2311.12 Rod 

Donald 

Banks 

Peninsul

a Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought:  

Amend  

so that the permitted maximum total area of signs in the 

Open Space Natural Zone and Banks Peninsula Rural 

Zones is 2m2, with no sign being larger than 1m2 and no 

limit to the number of signs (regardless of vehicle or 

pedestrian access).  

  

√   

2311.13 Rod 

Donald 

Banks 

Peninsul

a Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought:  

Amend  

so as to permit signs no larger than .25m2 for the purpose 
of providing public safety information, directions and 
interpretive information in association with public access 
and walking and cycling tracks to be permitted (with no 
limit on maximum total area).   

√   

2313.12 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Decision Requested  

Amend 0.5m2 provision for those sites which have a sign 

maintenance management programme. 

 √  

2313.13 Phantom Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought:   √  
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Billstick

ers Ltd 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

All signs and support 

structures 

Decision Requested 

(A) Include an additional consideration:  Whether the way in 

which small scale signage is displayed and maintained provides 

for opportunities for commercial adverting in a way which 

enhances the environment to which it relates. 

2313.14 Phantom 

Billstick

ers Ltd 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.2-6.8.5.1 (2) 

Decision Sought: (B) Delete reference to site related content in 

item 2.  
  √ 

2318.6 Luxford Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Increase signage from current allowable 1m2 

per sign to 3m2 to allow park to effectively indicate entrance.  

√   

2364.1 Bunning

s Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Decision Sought: Amend as follows: 

c. To ensure that signage responds to the scale of the site 

and the significance of a development.  

√   
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Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

2364.2 Bunning

s Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows: 

a. To encourage signs that contribute to the public realm 

through their design, and size and content.  

√   

2364.3 Bunning

s Limited 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Decision Sought: Delete the Activity Specific Standards that 

apply to P7 of the table in their entirety  
 √  

2364.4 Bunning

s Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows if can not be deleted: 

Business and building identification signs made of three 

dimensional letters and / or symbols in Commercial, Scheduled 

Activities, Industrial, Hospital, Transfer Stations, Specific 

Purpose (Wigram), Specific Purpose (Airport) and Tertiary 

Institution Zones (see not 1, below) where signage will be 

located on a site frontage which directly adjoin a Residential 

zone.  

  √ 

2364.5 Bunning Amend 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought: Amend as follows if P7 can not be deleted:   √ 
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s Limited Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

 Activity 

P7a Business and building identification signs made of three 

dimensional letters and / or symbols in Commercial,  

 

 Activity Specific Standards 

a. Letters and symbols shall not exceed a height of 

1000mm.  

2364.6 Bunning

s Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Amend maximum height above ground level 

at top of sign to below: 

6m or facade height, whichever is lower  

   

2364.7 Bunning

s Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.2-

6.8.4.2 Signs 

attached to buildings 

> 6.8.4.2.1-6.8.4.2(a) 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows: 

a Any sign displayed on wall surfaces, including 

individual lettering, shall be integrated with the design of the 

building (eg placed wholly between projecting features such as 

fins) and shall not obscure any window or, door or architectural 

feature, visible from the exterior of the building (See diagram 3 

in 6.11.8 Appendix A)  

  √ 

2285.67 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

Decision Sought: 6.8.1 Objectives and policies. 

Retain: The Objective and Policies in 6.8.1  
 √  
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policies 

2285.68 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.6-

6.8.3.1 P6 

Decision Sought: Rule 6.8.3.1 Permitted Activities 

Amend: 6.8.3.1, P6 and P7 so that three dimensional letters are 

not a permitted activity within Akaroa township and the Akaroa 

Harbour Basin.  

 √  

2285.69 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Decision Sought: Rule 6.8.3.1 Permitted Activities 

Amend: 6.8.3.1, P6 and P7 so that three dimensional letters are 

not a permitted activity within Akaroa township and the Akaroa 

Harbour Basin.  

 √  

2369.1 NPT 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: That Rule 6.8.4.2 be amended to allow up to 

1500m2 of signage at Eastgate and for maximum height 
allowance in Commercial Core zones to be façade height.   

  √ 

2369.2 NPT 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Decision Sought: That Rule 6.8.4.2 be amended to allow up to 

1500m2 of signage at Eastgate and for maximum height 
allowance in Commercial Core zones to be façade height.   

  √ 
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Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

2372.1 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 1 as follows: 

6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1  

a. To ensure that the size, number, location, shape and 
form of signs do not detract from, and where possible 
contribute to, the character and visual amenity of the 
area in which they are sited.  

b. To ensure that the character and amenity of 
residentially zoned areas is protected from 
inappropriate or large scale signage. 

c. To ensure that signage responds to the scale of the site and 
the significance of a development.   

 √  

2372.2 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 4 as follows:  

 6.8.1.1.4 Policy 4 

a. To encourage signs that contribute to the public realm through their 
design, and size and content.   

 √  

2372.3 Kiwi 

Property 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought:    √ 
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Holdings 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Opposed.  

  

Delete or amend the Permitted Activities Status Table as follows:  

  

6.8.3.1 Permitted Activities  

Activity  Activity Specific Standards    

Business and building identification signs made of three 
dimensional letters and/or symbols in Commercial, Scheduled 
Activities, Industrial,  

Hospital, Transfer Stations, Specific Purpose  

(Wigram), Specific Purpose (Airport) and Tertiary Institution 
Zones (See Note 1, below) where signage will be located on a 
site frontage which directly adjoin a Residential zone.  

a. Letters and symbols shall not exceed a height of 500mm.  
b. No more than two consecutive lines of text.  
c. Letters and/or symbols shall be applied with no visible 

mounting structure.  
d. The background shall not be differentiated from the fabric 

and colour of the rest of the façade.  

  

 

2372.4 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought:  

P7a  Business and building identification signs made of three 
dimensional letters and/or symbols in Commercial, Scheduled 
Activities, Industrial,  

Hospital, Transfer Stations, Specific Purpose (Wigram), 
Specific Purpose (Airport) and Tertiary Institution Zones (See 
Note 1, below). 

a. Letters and symbols shall not exceed a height of 1000mm.  

 √  
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2372.5 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

6.8.3.3 Discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.3.1-

6.8.3.3 D4 

Decision Sought:  

Delete Rule D4 below:  

 The activities listed below are discretionary activities 

                         Activity  

D1 Signs in all zones attached to or located on the same site as 
historic building, structure or historic site.  

D2 Off-site signs in Commercial, Industrial, Open Space and 
Rural Zones.  

D3 Captive balloons or blimps in Commercial, Industrial and 
Rural Zones.  

D4 Billboards in Commercial, Industrial Zones and Specific 
Purpose Zones.  

 D5 Any sign not specifically provided for as a permitted, 

restricted discretionary, discretionary or non-complying activity  

  

 √  
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Explanatory Note:   

Off-site signs are those signs advertising goods, services, or activities 
located on buildings or within sites other than the building or site where the 
goods, services or activities are taking place.   

2372.6 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy the Signage Attached to Buildings Table in Rule 
6.8.4.2 as follows: 

6.8.4.2 Signs attached to buildings  

Zone  Total Maximum 
area of signs per 
building  

Maximum 
height above 
ground  

level at top of 
sign  

Additional controls  

Commerc
ial  

Banks  

Peninsul
a  

Building length 
along primary 
frontage (m) x 
0.5m. See also 
Note 1 below.  

6m or façade 
height, 
whichever is 
lower  

a. Any sign displayed on wall 
surfaces, including individual 
lettering, shall be integrated with 
the design of the building (eg 
placed wholly between projecting 
features such as fins) and shall not 
obscure any window or, door or 
architectural feature, visible from 
the exterior of the building (See 
diagram 3 in 6.11.8 Appendix A).  

Commerc
ial Local  

Commerc
ial Fringe  

  √ 
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Commerc
ial Core  

a. Where a sign, including a flag, 
extends over part of a Transport 
Zone the lowest part of the sign 
shall be located minimum 2.6m 
above ground.  

  

2372.7 Kiwi 

Property 

Holdings 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.2-

6.8.4.2 Signs 

attached to buildings 

> 6.8.4.2.1-6.8.4.2(a) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy the Signage Attached to Buildings Table in Rule 
6.8.4.2 as follows:  

 6.8.4.2 Signs attached to buildings 

Zone  Total Maximum 
area of signs per 
building  

Maximum 
height above 
ground  

level at top of 
sign  

Additional controls  

Commerc
ial  

Banks  

Peninsul
a  

Building length 
along primary 
frontage (m) x 
0.5m. See also 
Note 1 below.  

6m or façade 
height, 
whichever is 
lower  

a. Any sign displayed on wall 
surfaces, including individual 
lettering, shall be integrated with 
the design of the building (eg 
placed wholly between projecting 
features such as fins) and shall not 
obscure any window or, door or 
architectural feature, visible from 
the exterior of the building (See 

Commerc
ial Local  

  √ 
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Commerc
ial Fringe  

diagram 3 in 6.11.8 Appendix A).  

a. Where a sign, including a flag, 
extends over part of a Transport 
Zone the lowest part of the sign 
shall be located minimum 2.6m 
above ground.  

Commerc
ial Core  

  

2285.70 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.4.2 so that the total maximum 

area of signs per building is 2m2 in the Banks Peninsula Rural 

Zone  

√   

2285.71 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.4.2 so that the total maximum 

area of signs per building is 1 m2 in the Commercial Banks 

Peninsula Zone at Akaroa.  

  √ 

2285.72 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.4.4 to clarify whether the area is 

a total permitted area, or the area per sign.  

√   
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6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

2285.73 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.4.4 So that the permitted 

maximum total area of signs in the Commercial Banks 

Peninsula zone at Akaroa is 1.5m2, with no sign being larger 

than 1m2 and number of signs on a site limited to 3 (regardless 

of vehicle or pedestrian access).  

  √ 

2285.74 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.3.3 D1 so that it does not apply 

to historic buildings, structures or historic sites in the 

Commercial Banks Peninsula Zone, or Residential zones 

at Akaroa.  

 √  

2285.75 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought: Delete: 6.8.3.3 D5, or clarify the activities 

provided for.  

√   

2285.76 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Decision Sought: Amend: to clarify the distinction between 

billboards and off-site signs.  
 √  
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Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.4-

Non-complying 

activities 

2285.77 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.4-

6.8.3.4 Non-

complying activities 

> 6.8.3.4.1-6.8.3.4 

NC1 

Decision Sought: Amend: 6.8.3.4 NC1 to include Banks 

Peninsula Commercial Zone at Akaroa. Make consequential 

amendment to 6.8.3.2 RD2.  

  √ 

2285.78 Akaroa 

Civic 

Trust 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Matters of 

Discretion 

Decision Sought: Retain: 6.8.5   √  

2297.28 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought: Signs which collectively contribute to 

Christchurch’s vitality and recovery by supporting business and 

communities should be allowed so long as they do not 

compromise public safety, visual amenity values and character 

of the area, buildings or structures.  

 √  

2297.29 McDona

d's 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: To ensure that signage on identified heritage 

buildings, structures, or places does not detract from the 
  √ 
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Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

integrity of the building design, historic character, structure or 

setting of buildings and that buildings remain the primary 

visual elements.  

2297.30 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

Decision Sought: To ensure that signage does not detract from 

the integrity of the heritage values of the building design or 

historic character, structure, place or setting. ofbuildings and 

that buildings remain the primary visual elements.  

  √ 

2297.31 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

Decision Sought: Delete: 6.8.1.1.4 Policy 4 (a)    √ 

2297.32 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Amend: Rule 6.8.3.1 P7 per the text at 

Attachment 2  
  √ 
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2297.33 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Retain: The permitted activity status at P9 for 

all signs not specifically identified [as] restricted discretionary, 

discretionary or non- complying and which comply with the 

relevant Built Form Standards in 6.8.4.  

  √ 

2297.34 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.2.1-

6.8.3.2 RD1 

Decision Sought: Retain: Rule RD1 at 6.8.3.2   √  

2297.35 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.2.2-

6.8.3.2 RD2 

Decision Sought: Amend: The activity status of illuminated 

static signage in the Commercial and Industrial zones from 

restricted discretionary to permitted.  

  √ 

2297.36 McDona

d's 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Insert: The activity status of illuminated 

variable signage in the Commercial and Industrial zones, where 
  √ 
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Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.2.2-

6.8.3.2 RD2 

not visible from a public place, is permitted.  

2297.37 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.2-How 

to use the rules 

Decision Sought: Retain: 6.8.2 Explanatory note #2 as notified.  √   

2297.38 McDona

d's 

Restaura

nts New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought: Amend: Rule 6.8.4.2 per the text at 

Attachment 2  
  √ 

2330.15 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought: Retain Objective 1 as notified    √ 

2330.16 Carter Support 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought: Retain policies 1-5 as notified, or otherwise  √  
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Group 

Limited 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

consolidate and simplify these  

2330.17 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

Decision Sought: Retain policies 1-5 as notified, or otherwise 

consolidate and simplify these  
 √  

2330.18 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.3-Policy 3 

Decision Sought: Retain policies 1-5 as notified, or otherwise 

consolidate and simplify these  
 √  

2330.19 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Decision Sought: Retain policies 1-5 as notified, or otherwise 

consolidate and simplify these  
 √  
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Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

2330.20 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.5-Policy 5 

Decision Sought: Retain policies 1-5 as notified, or otherwise 

consolidate and simplify these  
 √  

2330.21 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.1-

6.8.3.1 P1 

Decision Sought: Carter Group seeks the retention of permitted 

activities P1 and P2 as notified  
 √  

2330.22 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.2-

6.8.3.1 P2 

Decision Sought: Carter Group seeks the retention of permitted 

activities P1 and P2 as notified  
 √  

2330.23 Carter Support 6-Chapter 6 General Decision Sought: Retain P1 - P5 as notified   √  
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Group 

Limited 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

2330.24 Carter 

Group 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  
Carter Group seeks that rule 6.8.4.2 be amended as follows: 
For zones where frontage length determines signage area, 
reference road frontage length not building frontage length. 
Increase the area of permitted signage for commercial zones to 
recognise the extent of signage required in these locations and avoid 
a frequent need for resource consent. 
Amend height controls for signage so that the maximum height of a 
sign is the façade height of the building it is placed upon. 

  √ 

2249.45 Canterbu

ry 

Regional 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows:  

P3: Temporary signs advertising events permitted by Rule 

6.2.3.16.2.2.2.1 P3, P4 and P11. 

 √  

2249.46 Canterbu

ry 

Regional 

Council 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: P2. Any sign, in any zone, controlled and 

authorised by relevant government ministries/departments or 

any other controlling authorities such as Maritime New 

Zealand, Worksafe, Canterbury Regional Council. Canterbury 

District Health Board.  

 √  
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2373.1 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Objective 1 as follows: 

6.8.1.1 Objective 1 
a. Signs which collectively contribute to Christchurch’s vitality 

and recovery by supporting 

business and communities should be allowed so long as they do 

not comprise to an 

unacceptable degree public safety, visual amenity value and 

character of the area, buildings 

or structures. 

  √ 

2373.2 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Objective 1 as follows: 

b. Signage which appropriately recognises the operational 

and functional characteristics of in- 

zone buildings or structures. 

 √  

2373.3 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 6.8.1.1.1 as follows: 

6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1 

a. To ensure that the size, number, location, shape and form of 

signs do not detract, to an 

unacceptable degree from, and where possible contribute to, 

the character and visual 

  √ 
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amenity of the area in which they are sited. 

 

2373.4 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 6.8.1.1.1 as follows: 

6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1 

 

 

 b. To ensure that the character and amenity of residentially 

zoned areas is protected from 

inappropriate or large scale signage. 

 √  

2373.5 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought:  

Amend Policy 6.8.1.1.1 as follows: 

6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1 

 

 

 c. To recognise that signage responds to the scale of the site 

and the significance of a 

development, including its operational and functional 

characteristics. 

 √  

2373.6 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows: 

  √ 

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 57 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

37 

 

Limited Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

6.8.1.1.2 Policy 2 

a. To ensure that signage does not detract from the integrity of 

the building design, historic 

character, structure or setting of buildings and that buildings 

remain the primary visual 

elements. 

2373.7 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.3-6.8.5.1 (1) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows: 

1. Any special circumstances relating to the activity, building, 

site or surroundings, including, 

whether the sign is within a centre, the length of the road 

frontage of the site and the 

size of the building and any operational and functional 

requirements of large scale 

buildings such as supermarkets and department stores. 

  √ 

2373.8 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.4-6.8.5.1 (3) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows:  

3. The scale of the site and the appropriateness of the 

signage to reflect the operational 

and functional characteristics of buildings or structures The 

visual effect of the signage 

compared to a complying one. 

 √  

2373.9 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Decision Sought: 4. Whether the appropriateness of the 

visual impact is increased or lessened due to the 

colour, design and nature of the sign or support structure.…  

 √  
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es 

Limited 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.1-6.8.5.1 (4) 

2373.10 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.1-

6.8.5.1 All signs and 

support structures > 

6.8.5.1.5-6.8.5.1 (10) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows: 

The amount and nature of existing signage on the building and / 

or site and whether the 

proposed signage will harmonise with it to provide an orderly 

and co-ordinated display 

 √  

2373.11 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.4-Policy 4 

Decision Sought: Delete Policy 4 and renumber policies 

accordingly.  
 √  

2373.12 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Decision Sought:  

Amend P7 activity: 

Business and building identification signs 

made of three dimensional letters 

  √ 
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6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

and/or symbols in Commercial, 

Scheduled Activities, Industrial, Hospital, 

Transfer Stations, Specific Purpose 

(Wigram), Specific Purpose (Airport) and 

Tertiary Institution Zones (See Note 1, 

below) where signage will be located on 

a site frontage which directly adjoin a 

Residential zone. 

2373.13 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.7-

6.8.3.1 P7 

Decision Sought:  

Amend as follows: 

  

Activity 

P7a 

Business and building identification 

signs made of three dimensional letters 

and/or symbols in Commercial, 

Scheduled Activities, Industrial, 

Hospital, Transfer Stations, Specific 

Purpose (Wigram), Specific Purpose 

(Airport) and Tertiary Institution Zones 

(See Note 1, below). 

Activity Specific Standards 

  √ 
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a. Letters and symbols shall not exceed a height of 1000mm. 

2373.14 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought:  

New provision requested: 

a controlled activity or permitted activity regime where urban 

design certification is obtained for signage. It is understand this 

approach is being considered 

for inclusion in the commercial chapter, and would be suitable 

for signage within commercial 

zones as is an anticipated part of a commercial activity. 

  √ 

2345.7 Etcmedia 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.2.2-

6.8.3.2 RD2 

Decision Sought:  

Amend 6.8.3.2 RD2 as follows: Flashing signs, illuminated signs, 
digital signs and signs with moving components or changing 
images in the Commercial and Industrial Zones, which comply 
with the relevant Built Form Standards in 6.8.4. 

Councils discretion shall be limited to the following matters: Matters of 
Discretion 6.8.5.2. 

 √  

2345.8 Etcmedia 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

6.8.3.3 Discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.3.1-

Decision Sought: Retain the provision in full. 6.8.3.3 Activity 

status tables - Discretionary activities (including the 
Explanatory Note below the rule table)  

  √ 
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6.8.3.3 D4 

2345.9 Etcmedia 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards 

Decision Sought: Retain the provisions in full - 6.8.4 Built 

Form Standards.  
  √ 

2373.15 Progressi

ves 

Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Amend the Signage Attached to Buildings table contained in 

Rule 6.8.4.2 as follows: 

Zone Total 

Maximum 

area of signs 

per façade 

for a 

maximum of 

two facades 

building 

Maximum 

height above 

ground level 

at top of sign  

Additional 

controls  

Commercial 

Banks 

Peninsula 

  

Commercial 

Local 

Building 

length long 

primary 

frontage (m) 

x 0.5m. See 

also Note 1 

below.  

6m or façade 

height, 

whichever is 

lower 

  

 

  √ 

2373.16 Progressi

ves 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought:    √ 
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Enterpris

es 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Amend note 1 as follows:    

For retail premises, where there is more than one primary 

frontage or the primary frontage 

has a visible side elevation due to the adjacent building being 

set back, the total maximum 

sign area can be increased to include an additional allowance of 

20%10% of the area of any 

glazed (windows or doors) in that elevation. 

2382.1 Maurice 

White 

Native 

Forest 

Trust 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: 6.8.4.4 - to clarify whether the area is a total 

permitted area, or the area per sign.   

√   

2382.2 Maurice 

White 

Native 

Forest 

Trust 

Not Stated 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought: so that the permitted maximum total area 

of signs in the Open Space Natural Zone is 2m2, with no 

sign being larger than 1m2 and no limit to the number of 

signs no larger than .25m2 for the purpose of providing 

public safety information, directions and interpretive 

information in association with public access and walking 

an cycling tracks to be permitted (with no limit on 

maximum total area)  

 √  

2348.89 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs 

Decision Sought: Amend to improve the clarity of the provisions, and 

provide a graduated response for the enablement of signage as relative to 
the likely effects of signage.   

 √  
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Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

2348.90 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs 

Decision Sought: Clarify and improve consistency of the terminology 

used. For example ‘Bill Board’ is undefined, it can be inferred relates to non-
site related signage.    

 √  

2348.91 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows:   

Signs which collectively contribute to Christchurch’s vitality and 
recovery are:  

- Recognised and provided for in the identification of 

places, buildings and businesses; and  

- Controlled to ensure that the environment remains attractive to 

residents, business and visitors through considering the scale and 
extent of signage on by supporting business and communities should be 

allowed so long as they do not compromise public safety, visual amenity 
values and the character of the area, buildings or structures.   

 √  

2348.92 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies 

Decision Sought: New provision requested:   

Policy 6  

To recognise and provide for signage as appropriate to the 
character of the receiving environment, taking into 

 √  
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consideration:  

- The zone context and sensitivity of amenity outcomes 

zone to signage;  

- The area, height, scale and extent of signage in the area;  

- The implications of placement, design and illumination of signage on 

amenity expectations.    
2348.93 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Delete Activity specific standards    √ 

2348.94 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: Amend as follows:   

Delete or amend Activity Specific Standards as follows for the 

Specific Purposes (Airport Zone): - Letters and symbols shall 

not exceed a height of 51000mm.  

- No more than two consecutive lines of text. 

Letter/symbols shall be applied with no visible mounting 

Background shall not be differentiated from the fabric and 
colour of the rest of the facade.  

  

  √ 
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2348.95 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

Permitted activities 

Decision Sought: New provision requested: P10 - Billboards in 

the Specific Purpose (Airport) Zone.  
  √ 

2348.96 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.4-Free-

standing signs 

Decision Sought:  

Commercial and Industrial Zones and Scheduled Activities 

 Relating to Vehicle Entrances 

         

     Width Area 

 Maximum Height above ground level at top of sign 

Industrial General and Specific Purpose (Airport) Zone 

    18m2 9m 

   

2348.97 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Purpose Zones 

Decision Sought:  

Commercial and Industrial Zones and Scheduled Activities 

 Relating to Vehicle Entrances 

         

     Width Area 

 Maximum Height above ground level at top of sign 

Industrial General and Specific Purpose (Airport) Zone 

    18m2 9m 

  √ 
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2348.98 Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.3-

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

Discretionary 

activities 

Decision Sought:  

 D2 Offsigns in    Total maximum area per site 
or building  

Maximum  

height above ground 
level at top of sign  

Additional controls  

Hospital  5% x road frontage (m) x 1m  

6m or 
facade height, 
whichever is lower  

4m or facade height, 
whichever is lower  

All signs shall be contained within the building façade 
on which they are displayed and shall not obstruct 
any part of windows, doors or architectural features.  

  

Where a sign extends over part o a Transport Zone 
the lowest part of the sign shall be located a minimum 
of 2.6m above ground.  

Transfer Station  

Wigram  

Tertiary  

Institutions  

Building length along primary 
frontage (m) x 0.5m. See also 
note 2 below  

6m or facade 
height, whichever is 
lower  

Schools  4m2  4m or facade 
height, whichever is 
lower  

Airport -  

Aviation  

Precinct  

No limit on signs provided 
they are related solely to airport safety and operational 
activities  

  

  

   

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 67 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

47 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Building length along primary 
frontage (m) x 1m.  

9m or facade 
height, whichever is 
lower  

Airport -  

Developmen 

t Precinct  

Building length along primary 
frontage (m) x 1m.  

9m or facade 
height, whichever is 
lower  

Commercial, Industrial, Open Space and Rural Zones.  

     

  

    

  

    

2348.99 Christch

urch 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought: Amend D4 as follows:   

D4  Billboards in Commercial, Industrial Zones and Specific Purpose Zones, excluding the Spec 

  √ 
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Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.3-

6.8.3.3 Discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.3.1-

6.8.3.3 D4 

 

Purposes (Airport) zone.  

2348.10

0 

Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.5-

6.8.4.5 Specific 

Purpose Zones > 

6.8.4.5.1-6.8.4.5(a) 

Decision Sought: Requests unspecified amendment.    √ 

2348.10

1 

Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Purpose Zones 

Decision Sought: Delete 6.8.4.5(c)(3)   √  

2348.10

2 

Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Decision Sought: Delete 6.8.4.5(c)(5)   √  
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(CIAL) Purpose Zones 

2348.10

3 

Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Purpose Zones 

Decision Sought: Delete 6.8.4.5(c)(6)   √  

2348.10

4 

Christch

urch 

Internati

onal 

Airport 

Limited 

(CIAL) 

Oppose 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.5-Specific 

Purpose Zones 

Decision Sought: Delete limits associated Relating to 

Pedestrian Entrances.  
 √  

2120.9 Two 

Degrees 

Mobile 

Ltd 

(Utilities 

Group) 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.8-

6.8.3.1 P8 

Decision Sought: Retain as notified   √  

2332.29 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of Objective 1 as notified.     √ 
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policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 

2332.30 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

Decision Sought:  

Scentre seeks the consolidation of Policies 1 - 3 as follows:  

To ensure that the size, number, height, location, shape and form of signs do 

not:  

i. detract from, and where possible contribute to, the character and 

visual amenity of the surrounding area;  
ii. detract from the architectural features of the building, or its setting, 

and signage is not the primary visual element on the building(s); or 
iii. cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists and other road 

users.  

 √  

2332.31 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.2-Policy 2 

Decision Sought:  

Scentre seeks the consolidation of Policies 1 - 3 as 

follows: 

To ensure that the size, number, height, location, shape 

and form of signs do not: 

i. detract from, and where possible contribute to, the 

character and visual amenity of the surrounding 

area; 

ii. detract from the architectural features of the 

building, or its setting, and signage is not the 

 √  
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primary visual element on the building(s); or 

iii. cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists 

and other road users.  

2332.32 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.3-Policy 3 

Decision Sought:  

Scentre seeks the consolidation of Policies 1 - 3 as 

follows: 

To ensure that the size, number, height, location, shape 

and form of signs do not: 

i. detract from, and where possible contribute to, the 

character and visual amenity of the surrounding 

area; 

ii. detract from the architectural features of the 

building, or its setting, and signage is not the 

primary visual element on the building(s); or 

iii. cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists 

and other road users.  

 √  

2332.33 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies 

Decision Sought:  

NPR 

Scentre seeks the consolidation of Policies 1 - 3 as 

 √  
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follows: 

To ensure that the size, number, height, location, shape 

and form of signs do not: 

i. detract from, and where possible contribute to, the 

character and visual amenity of the surrounding 

area; 

ii. detract from the architectural features of the 

building, or its setting, and signage is not the 

primary visual element on the building(s); or 

iii. cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists 

and other road users.  

2332.34 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.1-

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.1-Policy 1 

Decision Sought:  

Scentre seeks the deletion of the reference to "large scale" in Policy 1(b), 
either as follows or as part of the proposed consolidated Policies 1 - 3 set out 
above:  

6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1  

b.  To ensure that the character and amenity of residentially zoned areas is 
protected from inappropriate or large scale signage.   

 √  

2332.35 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of permitted activities P1 

and P2 as notified.   
 √  
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Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.1-

6.8.3.1 P1 

2332.36 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.2-

6.8.3.1 P2 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of permitted activities P1 

and P2 as notified.   
 √  

2332.37 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.3-

6.8.3.1 P3 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of permitted activities P3 - 

P5 as notified.  
 √  

2332.38 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of permitted activities P3 - 

P5 as notified.  
 √  
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activities > 6.8.3.1.4-

6.8.3.1 P4 

2332.39 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.5-

6.8.3.1 P5 

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of permitted activities P3 - 

P5 as notified.  
   

2332.40 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Scentre seeks the following amendments to 6.8.4.2 as it relates to the 
Commercial Core zone:  

Total maximum area of signs per building:  Road frontage Building length 
along primary frontage (m) x 1.5m.0.5m. See also Note 1 below.     

  √ 

2332.41 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Maximum height above ground level at top of sign:   

6m or fFaçade height, whichever is lower.  

  √ 

2332.42 Scentre 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.5-

Decision Sought: Scentre seeks the retention of 6.8.5 as notified.     √ 
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Matters of 

Discretion 

2095.9 Vodafon

e New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.8-

6.8.3.1 P8 

Decision Sought: Retain as notified    √  

2189.10 Enable 

Network

s Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.8-

6.8.3.1 P8 

Decision Sought: retain as notified   √  

2596.1 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.1-6.8.1 

Objectives and 

policies > 6.8.1.1-

6.8.1.1 Objective 1 > 

6.8.1.1.6-6.8.1.1 (a) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend objective as follows: 

Signs which collectively contribute to Christchurch's vitality 

and recovery by supporting business and communities should 

be allowed so long as they do not compromise public safety, 

visual amenity values and character of the area, buildings or 

structures. 

 √  
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2596.2 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.2-

6.8.3.2 Restricted 

discretionary 

activities > 6.8.3.2.2-

6.8.3.2 RD2 

Decision Sought:  

Amend rule as follows: 

Flashing signs, illuminated signs and signs with moving 

components or changing images in the Commercial and 

industrial Zones, which comply with the relevant Built Form 

Standards in 6.8.4 

 √  

2596.4 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards 

Decision Sought:  

Addition of a new Building Form Standard - 6.8.4.6 that cross 

references Rule 6.3.2.3.1 

See also submission points 9 & 10 

 √  

2596.5 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Decision Sought:  

Amend table as follows: 

Total maximum area of signs per building; Commercial Retail 

Park Zone 

Building length (m) along primary all frontages (m) x 1m = 

xm2.   

  √ 

2596.6 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-

Signs > 6.8.4-Built 

Decision Sought:  

Delete explanatory note 1 as follows: 

√   
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Limited Form Standards > 

6.8.4.2-Signs 

attached to buildings 

Explanatory Note: 

1. For retail premises, where there is more than one primary 

frontage or the primary frontage has a visible side elevation due 

to the adjacent building being set back, the total maximum sign 

area can be increased to include and additional allowance of 

10% of the area of any glazing (windows and doors) in that 

elevation. 

2596.7 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.2-

6.8.4.2 Signs 

attached to buildings 

> 6.8.4.2.1-6.8.4.2(a) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend 'Additional Controls column' in the table as follows: 

a. Any sign displayed on wall surfaces of a Scheduled Heritage 

Building, including individual lettering, shall be integrated with 

the design of the building (e.g. placed wholly between 

projecting features such as fins) and shall not obscure any 

window, door or architectural feature, visible from the exterior 

of the building (See diagram 2 in 6.11.8 Appendix A). 

  √ 

2596.8 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.4-6.8.4 

Built Form 

Standards > 6.8.4.4-

6.8.4.4 Free-standing 

signs > 6.8.4.4.1-

6.8.4.4 (1) 

Decision Sought: Retain   √  

2596.9 Harvey 

Norman 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Decision Sought:   √  
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Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.2-

6.8.5.2 Illuminated, 

moving, changing, 

flashing or retro-

reflective displays > 

6.8.5.2.2-6.8.5.2 (1) 

Amend assessment criteria as follows: 

6.8.5.2 Illumiated, mMoving, changing, flashing or retro 

reflective displays signs 

1. The frequency and intensity of intermittent or flashing light 

sources, and the proposed periods of illumination and 

frequency of image changes 

2596.10 Harvey 

Norman 

Stores 

(NZ) Pty 

Limited 

Amend 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.5-6.8.5 

Matters of 

Discretion > 6.8.5.2-

6.8.5.2 Illuminated, 

moving, changing, 

flashing or retro-

reflective displays > 

6.8.5.2.3-6.8.5.2 (2) 

Decision Sought:  

Amend assessment criteria as follows: 

2. The prominence of the sign due to its illuminated or 

animated nature and ability to draw the eye. 

 √  

2379.8 Chorus 

New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support 6-Chapter 6 General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 6.8-6.8 

Signs > 6.8.3-6.8.3 

Activity Status 

Tables > 6.8.3.1-

6.8.3.1 Permitted 

activities > 6.8.3.1.8-

6.8.3.1 P8 

Decision Sought: Retain Signs on utilities Standards as notified.   √  
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Submissio

n point 

number 

Name Support 

Oppose 

Category Decision 

& Reason 

Acce

pt  

Acce

pt in 

part 

Reje

ct 

3275.13 The Arts 

Centre of 

Christchurch 

Trust Board 

Oppose Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

D1 

Decision 

Sought: 

The Trust 

seeks that 

rule 

13.14.7.2.

2.4-D1 be 

deleted.  

  √ 

3353.56 Two Degrees 

Mobile 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 
Decision 

Sought: 
 √  
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Limited 13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P8) 

Retain 

Rule 

13.14.7.2.

2.1 P8 as 

notified.   

3602.146 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend 

objective 

as follows: 

Signs 

which 

support 

and meet 

the needs 

of business 

and 

 √  

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 81 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

61 

 

activities 

and 

collectivel

y 

contribute 

to the 

recovery 

and 

vitality of 

the 

Central 

city, whilst 

maintainin

g public 

safety and 

visual 

amenity 

values. 

3602.147 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend 

policy 1 as 

follows: 

'a. To 

enable 

signage 

that meets 

 √  
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13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.1 

Policy 1 

the needs 

of business 

and other 

activities, 

whilst 

ensuring 

that To 

ensure 

that the 

size 

number, 

height, an

d location, 

shape and 

form of 

signs do 

not dtract 

from, and 

where 

possible 

contribute, 

to...' 

3602.148 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend as 

follows: 

'a. To 

 √  
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City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.2 

Policy 2 

enable 

signage 

that meets 

the needs 

of 

business 

and other 

activities, 

whilst 

ensuring 

that To 

ensure 

that signag

e does 

not signifi

cantly  det

ract 

from...' 

3602.149 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend (a) 

for the 

CCBZ to 

provide: 

1. Total 

maximum 

area of 

  √ 
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standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

signs per 

building = 

building 

length x 

1m (rather 

than 

building 

length x 

0.5m) 

3602.150 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend (a) 

for the 

CCBZ to 

provide: 

2. 

Maximum 

height at 

top of sign 

= facade 

height 

(rather 

than 9m or 

facade 

height, 

whichever 

is lower). 

  √ 
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3602.151 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

existing 

provisions 

with 

respect to 

signage in 

the Guest 

Accommo

dation 

Zone.  

 √  

3602.152 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Decision 

Sought: 

Provide 

RDA 

status for 

signage on 

heritage 

buildings.  

√   
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Activities 

3602.153 Carter Group 

Limited (CGL) 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.3 

Restricted 

Discretionary 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Provide 

RDA 

status for 

signage on 

heritage 

buildings.  

√   

3560.3 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 87 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

67 

 

Objective 

3560.4 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.1 

Policy 1 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

3560.5 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 
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13.14.7.1.1.2 

Policy 2 

3560.6 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.3 

Policy 3 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

3560.7 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 
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Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.4 

Policy 4 

3560.8 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Permitted 

activity 

status is 

sought for 

billboards 

and off-

site 

advertising 

in business 

zones with 

low visual 

amenity. 

D2 should 

be deleted.  

  √ 

3560.9 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Decision 

Sought: 

Permitted 

activity 

status is 

sought for 

billboards 

and off-

site 

advertising 
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Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities 

in business 

zones with 

low visual 

amenity. 

D4 should 

be deleted.  

3560.10 Go Media Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

2.4 

Discretion

ary 

Activities 

to delete 

D2 

  √ 

3560.11 Go Media Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

2.4 

Discretion

ary 

Activities 

√   
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13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities 

to delete 

D4  

3560.12 Go Media Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Decision 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

3.2 Signs 

attached to 

Buildings 

to delete 

reference 

to primary 

frontage 

and 

replace 

primary 

with road.  

  √ 

3560.13 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

Decision 

Sought: 

Delete: 
The 2 

metre 

maximum 

width 

  √ 
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City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

requireme

nt for free 

standing 

signs  

3560.14 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

Decision 

Sought: 

Delete: 
the 

requireme

nt for free 

standing 

signs to be 

located at 

vehicle 

entrancew

ays.  

  √ 

3560.15 Go Media Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Insert: 
rules 

providing 

for greater 
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13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

signage 

area or 

sites 

proportion

ate to site 

frontage 

and area 

3562.3 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

3562.4 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 
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City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.1 

Policy 1 

3562.5 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.2 

Policy 2 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

3562.6 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 
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13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.3 

Policy 3 

3562.7 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.4 

Policy 4 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

  √ 

3562.8 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Decision 

Sought: 

Permitted 

activity 

status is 

  √ 
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Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities 

sought for 

billboards 

and off-

site 

advertising 

in business 

zones with 

low visual 

amenity. 

D2 should 

be deleted.  

3562.9 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Permitted 

activity 

status is 

sought for 

billboards 

and off-

site 

advertising 

in business 

zones with 

low visual 

amenity. 

D4 should 

be deleted.  

 √  

3562.10 iSite Ltd Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 
Decision 

Sought: 
 √  
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13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

2.4 

Discretion

ary 

Activities 

to delete 

D2 

3562.11 iSite Ltd Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

2.4 

Discretion

ary 

Activities 

to delete 

D4  

 √  

3562.12 iSite Ltd Amend Chapter 13 Decision   √ 
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Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.

3.2 Signs 

attached to 

Buildings 

to delete 

reference 

to primary 

frontage 

and 

replace 

primary 

with road.  

3562.13 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

Decision 

Sought: 

Delete: 
The 2 

metre 

maximum 

width 

requireme

nt for free 

standing 

signs  

  √ 
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3562.14 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

Decision 

Sought: 

Delete: 
the 

requireme

nt for free 

standing 

signs to be 

located at 

vehicle 

entrancew

ays.  

  √ 

3562.15 iSite Ltd Not Stated Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

Decision 

Sought: 

Insert: 
rules 

providing 

for greater 

signage 

area or 

sites 

proportion

ate to site 

frontage 

and area 

  √ 
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signs 

3556.54 Vodafone New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P8) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified.  

 √  

3408.54 Spark New 

Zealand 

Trading 

Limited 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

 √  
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Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P8) 

3635.31 Chorus New 

Zealand 

Limited 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P8) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain as 

notified  

 √  

3696.124 Canterbury 

District Health 

Board 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend 

Rule 

13.14.7.2.

 √  
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13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.5 

Specific 

purpose zones > 

13.14.7.2.3.5 (a) 

3.5 (a) as 

follows: 

Central City Hospital Zone 5% x road frontage (m) x 

1m 

6m or façade height, 

whichever is lower 

  

  No limit on signs provided they are related solely to 

hospital activities 

  

  

  

3696.125 Canterbury 

District Health 

Board 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.5 

Specific 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend the 

explanator

y notes for 

specific 

purpose 

zones as 

follows: 

"Explanat

ory Notes 

for 

 √  
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purpose zones Specific 

Purpose 

Zones 

(except 

Central 

City 

Hospital 

Zone) ... " 

3696.126 Canterbury 

District Health 

Board 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.3 

Matters of 

Discretion > 

13.14.7.3.1 All 

signs and 

support 

structures 

Decision 

Sought:  

Add the 

following 

new clause 

to matter 

of 

Discretion 

13.14.7.3: 

"x. 

Whether 

the 

proposed 

sign is 

required 

for 

operationa

l 

purposes." 

 √  
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3689.49 Enable 

Networks 

Limited 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P8) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

Rule 

13.14.7.2.

2.1 P8 as 

notified.  

 √  

3721.1143 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Decision 

Sought:  

Amend 

13.14.7.1.

1 as 

follows:  

2. Signs 

which 

collectively 

contribute 

 √  
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Objective to the 

recovery 

and vitality 

of the 

Central City 

recovery by 

supporting 

business 

and 

communitie

s in a 

manner 

that 

contributes 

to public 

safety, 

visual 

amenity 

values and 

character of 

the area, 

buildings or 

structures.  

3721.1144 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.1.1.

1 as 

notified.   

  √ 
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City Signs > 

13.14.7.1 

Objectives and 

Policies > 

13.14.7.1.1 

Objective > 

13.14.7.1.1.1 

Policy 1 

3721.1145 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities 

Decision 

Sought: 

Add any 

other 

signage 

rules from 

other 

sections of 

the Central 

City 

Proposal 

into this 

section.   

 √  

3721.1146 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

1 (P2) as 

notified.  
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13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

Permitted 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.1 

(P2) 

3721.1147 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.3 

Restricted 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.3 

(RD1) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain Rule 

13.14.7.2.2.

3 (RD1) as 

notified.  

 √  
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3721.1148 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.3 

Restricted 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.3 

(RD2) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain Rule 

13.14.7.2.2.

3 (RD2) as 

notified.  

 √  

3721.1149 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

4 as 

notified.  

   

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 109 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

89 

 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

D1 

3721.1150 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

(D2) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

4 as 

notified.  

 √  

3721.1151 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

4 as 

notified.  

√   
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13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

(D3) 

3721.1152 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

(D4) 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

4 as 

notified.  

 √  

3721.1153 Canterbury Support Chapter 13 Decision √   

Attachment A

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 111 of 187



General Rules – Signs – Accept/Reject Table  

91 

 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2 

Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

Discretionary 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.4 

(D5) 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.2.

4 as 

notified.  

3721.1154 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Amend 13-Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14-13.14 

Central City 

General Rules 

and Procedures 

> 13.14.7-

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2-

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.2-

13.14.7.2.2 

Decision 

Sought: 

Amend 

13.14.7.2.2.

5 to include 

the omitted 

list of signs 

from Rule 

6.8.3.4 

(NC1).  

√   
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Activity Status 

Tables > 

13.14.7.2.2.5-

13.14.7.2.2.5 

Non-complying 

Activities > 

13.14.7.2.2.5.1-

13.14.7.2.2.5 

(NC1) 

3721.1155 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.3.

2(a) as 

notified.  

  √ 

3721.1156 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.3.

3 as 

  √ 
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Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.3 

Projecting signs 

and signs 

attached to or 

on verandas 

notified.  

3721.1157 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.4 

Free-standings 

signs 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.2.3.

4 as 

notified.  

  √ 

3721.1158 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Oppose Chapter 13 

Central City > 
Decision 

Sought: 
 √  
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Recovery 

Authority 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.5 

Specific 

purpose zones 

Delete 

13.14.7.2.3.

5 for 

specific 

purpose 

zones  

3721.1159 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Amend Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.2 

Signs attached 

to buildings 

Decision 

Sought:  

insert 

these 

provision

s into 

13.14.7.2.

3.2. 

 √  

3721.1160 Canterbury Amend Chapter 13 Decision √   
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Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.2 Rules 

> 13.14.7.2.3 

Built form 

standards > 

13.14.7.2.3.5 

Specific 

purpose zones 

Sought: 

Add 

appropriate 

free 

standing 

sign 

provisions 

as per 

Proposal 6  

3721.1161 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.3 

Matters of 

Discretion > 

13.14.7.3.1 All 

signs and 

support 

structures 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.3.1 

as notified.  

 √  
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3721.1162 Canterbury 

Earthquake 

Recovery 

Authority 

Support Chapter 13 

Central City > 

13.14 Central 

City General 

Rules and 

Procedures > 

13.14.7 Central 

City Signs > 

13.14.7.3 

Matters of 

Discretion > 

13.14.7.3.2 

Illuminated, 

moving, 

changing, 

flashing or 

retro-reflective 

displays 

Decision 

Sought: 

Retain 

13.14.7.3.2 

as notified.  
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6.8 Signs 
 
6.8.1 Objectives and policies 

 
6.8.1.1 Objective 1 [corresponds to Objective 13.14.7.1.1] 

 

a.  Signs which collectively contribute to Christchurch’s vitality and recovery by supporting business and 

communities should be allowed so long as they do not compromise public safety, visual amenity values 

and character of the area, buildings or structures. 

 

a.  Signs which maintain amenity values while: 

i.  supporting and meeting the needs of business and activities;  

ii. providing identification, direction and warning; and  

iii. contributing to Christchurch’s vitality and recovery. 

 

 

a. Policy 1 

a. To ensure that the size, number, height, location, shape and form of signs do not detract from, and 

where possible contribute to, the character and visual amenity of the area, including the public 

realm, in which they are sited. [13.14.7.1.1.1 a. Policy 1] 

 

a. To enable signage that: 

 i. is necessary to meet the needs of business and other activities. 

 ii. is necessary for identification, direction or warning 

 iii. responds to the scale and significance of the building and/or site on which it is displayed. 

 

b. To ensure that the character and amenity of residentially zoned areas outside the central city are is 

protected from inappropriate or large scale    signage. 

c. To ensure that the character and amenity of Central City Residential Zones, The East and North 

Frames, and the Avon River Precinct (Papa Otakaro) Zone are protected from inappropriate 

and/or large scale signage. [13.14.7.1.1.1 b. Policy 1] 

 

b. Policy 2 [corresponds to 13.14] 
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a.  To ensure that signage does not detract from the integrity of the building design, historic character, 

structure or setting   of buildings and that buildings remain the primary visual elements. 

 

a. To ensure that the size, number, height, location, design, appearance and standard of 
maintenance of signs does not detract from, and where possible contributes to, the 
character and visual amenity of the area, including the public realm, in which they are 
sited. 

 
 

c. Policy 3 [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.1] 

a. To ensure that signs do not cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists and pedestrians and 
other road users.   

 

d. Policy 4 

a. To Outside the Central City, encourage signs that contribute to the public realm through their design, 
size and content.   

a. To ensure that signage does not detract from the integrity of the design, historic 
character, structure or setting of buildings and that buildings remain the primary visual 
elements. 

 

 

e. Policy 5 

a. To Outside the Central City enable temporary signs and signs that are permitted through other statutes, 
subject to meeting basic activity and built form standards. 

 
f. Policy 6 
a. Inside the Central City, to enable signs that are permitted through other statutes and temporary signs subject 

to meeting basic activity and Built Form Standards. [13.14.7.1.1.4 Policy 4] 

 

a. To ensure that the character and amenity of residential, open space and rural zones and 
the Avon River Precinct (Papa Otakaro) zone are protected from incompatible signage.   

 

g. Policy 7 
 
a. To enable off-site signage where it is compatible with the surrounding environment; is 
appropriately maintained and will not cause or contribute to, visual clutter; or set a precident 
for other off-site signage [Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

 

6.8.2 How to use the rules [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.1] 
 

6.8.2.1 The rules that apply to activities in the General Rules and Procedures (Signs) Zone are contained in: 
a. The Activity Status Tables (incl. Activity Specific Standards) in Rule 6.8.3; and 

b. Built Form Standards in 6.8.4.  
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 [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.1.1] 
 

Note: These rules apply to outdoor advertisements only. 

 

6.8.2.2 The Activity Status Tables and Standards in the following Chapters also apply to activities in all 

areas  of the Specific Purpose (Signs) Zone (where relevant): 

[corresponds to 13.14.7.2.1.2] 

 
5 Natural Hazards; 

6 General Rules and Procedures; 

7 Transport; 

8 Subdivision, earthworks and development 

9 Natural and Cultural Heritage; 

11 Utilities and Energy; 

12 Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land; and 

13 Residential. 
 
 

6.8.3 Activity Status Tables [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2] 

 
6.8.3.1 Permitted activities [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1] 

In the relevant land use zones, the activities listed below are permitted activities if they comply with relevant activity 

specific standards set out in this table and the Built Form Standards in Rule 6.8.4. 

 
Activities may also be  controlled, [Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] restricted discretionary, discretionary or noncomplying 
or prohibited in Rules 6.8.3.2  6.8.3.4 6 below. 

 

 Activity Activity specific standards 

P1 All signs permitted by Council bylaws, NZTA bylaws regulations and 

standards and all signs controlled by the Electoral (Advertisements of a 

Specified Kind) Regulations 2005. [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P1] 

[Crown 2387] 

 

a. NIL 

P2 Any sign in any zone controlled and authorised by relevant government 

ministries/departments or any other controlling authorities such as 

Maritime New Zealand, WorkSafe, Canterbury Regional Council, Department 

of Conservation. etc. [ corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P2] 

a. NIL 
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P3 Outside the Central City Temporary signs advertising events permitted 

by Rule 6.2.3.1 P3, P4 and P11. following not for profit events: 

i. community gatherings; 

ii. celebrations; 

iii. non motorized sports; 

iv. performances. 

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

 

 

a. Duration of such a. Signs shall be 

e r e c t e d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  

4  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  

f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  

e v e n t .  up to 12 weeks from 

the day of erection. 

b. Signs to be removed within 

one week of the event ending. 

c. Where the sign is in a 

residential zone it shall be the 

only sign on  the site it is 

located on. 

d. Signs shall have the name and 

contact details of the person 

who erected the sign, and the 

date the sign was erected on 

the sign. 

 

P4 Any sign displayed on private land which is not visible from a public 

place or a residential zone 

NIL 

P5 Any sign displayed on a building or site as a means of identification, 

direction or warning 

a. Each sign shall have a 

maximum area of 

0.25m2 

P4 Inside the Central City Temporary signs advertising cultural, religious, 

education, sporting and other community events. 

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

 

b. Duration of such signs shall be 

up to 12 weeks from the day 

of erection. 

c. Signs to be removed within 

one week of the event ending. 

P4 

P5 

P6 

Temporary signs or other notices for the purposes of providing information 

necessary to the public about any rebuilding or recovery work occurring on 

or otherwise affecting that site. [ corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P4] 

a. Temporary signs or notices 

shall be removed within one 

month of completion of the 

project. 

P5 

P6 

P7 

Temporary signs advertising real estate or development projects. 

[ corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P5] 
a. Shall last for the duration 

of the activity but shall be 

removed immediately after 

completion of sale or 

completion of the 

development project. 
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P6 

P7 

P8 

Business and building identification signs made of three dimensional 

letters and/or symbols in Residential (except where there is a Character 

Overlay), Visitor Accommodation, Papakainga, Small Settlement, Open 

Space, Rural and Specific Purpose (school) zones (See Note 1, below). [ 

corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P6] 

a. Maximum symbol/lettering height is no 

more than 200mm; 

b. No more than two consecutive 

lines of text 

b. No more than 20 letters and/or 

symbols shall be displayed on each 

building frontage. 

c. Letters and/or symbols shall be 

applied with no visible mounting 

structure 

d. The background shall not be 

differentiated from the fabric and 

colour of the rest of the facade 

P7 

P8 

P9 

 

Business and building identification signs made of three dimensional 

letters and/or symbols in Commercial, Scheduled Activities, Industrial, 

Hospital, Transfer Stations, Specific Purpose (Wigram), Specific 

Purpose (Airport) and Tertiary Institution Zones  

Commercial Core (except Key Activity Centres where the height limit is 

20 metres), Commercial Local,  Commercial Banks Peninsula (except 

Akaroa), Commercial Office, Commercial Mixed Use, Central City Mixed 

Use, Central City (South Frame) Mixed Use, Central City Business 

(except where the road wall height of the building facade is greater 

than 17m), Industrial, Specific Purpose Hospital, Specific Purpose 

Transfer Stations, Specific Purpose (Wigram), Specific Purpose(Airport) 

and Specific Purpose Tertiary Education  (See Note 1, below) Zones 

 

(See Note 1, below). 

[ corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P7] 

[Christchurch City Council  #2123 ] 

a. Letters and symbols shall 

not exceed a height of 

500mm. 

b. No more than two 

consecutive lines of text. 

b.No more than 20 letters 

and/or symbols shall be 

displayed on each building 

frontage. 

c. Letters and/or symbols 

shall be applied with no 

visible mounting structure. 

d. The background shall not be 

differentiated from the 

fabric and  colour of the rest 

of the facade. 
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P10 Business and building identification signs made of three dimensional 

letters and/or symbols in Commercial Core (Key Activity Centres where 

the height limit is 20 metres only), Commercial Retail Park, Central City 

Business  (where the road wall height of the building facade on which 

the signage is to be displayed is greater than 17m) Zones. 

a. Letters and symbols 

shall not exceed a height 

of 1m.  

b. No more than 20 

letters and/or symbols 

shall be displayed on 

each building frontage 

b. Letters and/or 

symbols shall be applied 

with no visible mounting 

structure.  

C . The background shall 

not be 

differentiated from the 

material and colour of 

the rest of the facade. 

P8 

P9 

P10 

 

a. Sign
s 

on utilities  

 

[ corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P8] 

(See note 2, below) 

 

a. The total number area of signs 

per utility shall not exceed 

10m2 per mast, utility pole or 

utility structure 

b. Each sign shall be for utility 

operational, utility operator 

identification and contact, or 

health and safety purposes 

only. 

c. Inside the Central City any 

signs shall not have a 

combined area greater than 

10m2 per mast, utility pole or 

utility structure. 

[corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 

P8] 

 
P11 Signage for airport purposes within the Airport Purposes Designation 

(Chapter 10, D1). 

Note: Any sign for airport purposes is subject to section 176A of the 

Resource Management Act 1991. 

[Christchurch International Airport Limited #2348 ] 
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Explanatory Notes: 

1. 1. Business and building identification signs made of three dimensional letters and/or symbols shall be 

exempt from total maximum area and height above ground standards, except that they shall be below 

façade height, where they comply with lettering height and number of letters/symbols given in the above 

table. Where a greater letter height or number of letters/symbols are proposed, all of the sign shall be 

subject to the maximum total area and height standards.  where they comply with lettering height and 

number of lines given in the above table. Where a greater letter height or number of lines is proposed, all 

of the sign shall be subject to the maximum total area and height standards. 

[          ] 

2. The National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities Regulations 2009 manages the 

size and location of signs on a transmission line support structure of existing transmission lines identifying 

a structure or owner, or helping with navigation or safety. 

 

6.8.3.2 Controlled Activities 

The activities below are controlled activities if they comply with relevant activity specific standards set 
out in this table. Unless otherwise specified, controlled activities will not require written approval and 
shall not be publicly or limited notified. 
 
Discretion to impose conditions is restricted to the matters over which control is reserved in Rule 6.8.5 
 

Activity The matters over which the 
Council reserves its control: 

C1 Conforming Prefabricated signs in a residential 
zone that cannot be seen from any place within 
a residential zone that has a maximum area of 
1.4m2 including the border. The sign shall be the 
only sign on the frontage of the site and shall 
comply with all built form standards in 6.8.4  

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

6.8.5.1 All signs and support 
structures 
6.8.6.3 Conforming 
Prefabricated signs 

C2  Conforming Prefabricated signs in industrial and  
commercial zones where they cannot be seen 
from a residential zone  that has a maximum 
area of 1.4m2 including the border and  

complies with all built form standards in 6.8.4 

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

6.8.5.1 All signs and support 
structures 
6.8.6.3 Conforming 
Prefabricated signs 
 
 

 

 

P9 

P10 

 

 

All signs not specifically identified restricted discretionary, 

discretionary or noncomplying and which comply with the relevant 

Built Form Standards in    6.8.4  

[corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.1 P9] 

a. NIL 
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6.8.3.2 6.8.3.3 Restricted discretionary activities [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.3] 

Activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities. 

Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the Matters of Discretion set out in 

6.8.5 for each standard as set out in the following table. 

 

 Activity Council's discretion 

shall be limited to 

the following 

matters: 

RD1 Any sign listed as permitted activity or as controlled activity which but does not 
comply with any one of the activity specific standards or one or more of the Built 
Form Standards in 6.8.4, and which is not specifically provided for as discretionary 
or noncomplying  activity. 

[corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.3 RD1] 

Any application where Rule 6.8.4.1 is not met shall generally not be publicly or limited notified 

and will only require written approval of the New Zealand Transport Agency. [ Crown 2387] 

Relevant Matters of 

Discretion as in 

6.8.5.1 

RD2 Flashing signs, illuminated signs and signs with moving components or 

changing images in the South Frame Mixed Use, Mixed Use, Commercial and 

Industrial Zones, which comply with the relevant Built Form Standards in 6.8.4.  

The following signs in all Commercial and Industrial zones (except Commercial 
Banks Peninsula)   Central City Mixed Use and South Frame Mixed Use zones, 
  
a. Off-site signs 
b. Flashing or intermittently illuminated signs  
c. Signs with moving components 
d. Signs with changing images / digital signs 
e. Captive balloons or blimps  
which comply with the relevant Built Form Standards in 6.8.4. 

 

[13.14.7.2.2.3 RD2] 

[      ] 

Matters of 

Discretion in 

     6.8.5.2 Illuminated, 

moving, changing, 

flashing or 

retroreflective  

displays 
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RD3 Signs in all zones attached to or located on the same site as historic building, 
structure or historic site [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.4 D1] Except Commercial 
Banks Peninsula (except Lyttelton) 

 

Relevant Matters of 
Discretion as in 
6.8.5.1 All signs and 
support structures 
See also 9.3.3.2.1. 

P6 

RD4 Conforming Prefabricated signs in industrial and  commercial zones where they 
can be seen from another place within a residential zone  that has a maximum 
area of 1.4m2 inlcuding the border and  
complies all built form standards in 6.8.4 
[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

6.8.5.1 All signs and 
support structures 
6.8.6.3 Prefabricated 
signs 

 
 

 

6.8.3.3 6.8.3.4 Discretionary activities [Corresponds to 13.7.2.2.4] 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities 
 

 Activity 

D1 Signs in all zones attached to or located on the same site as historic building, structure or historic site. 

 
Signs in all zones including Commercial Banks Peninsula,  excluding all Industrial, Central City Mixed Use 
and South Frame Mixed Use and all other Commercial zones) 
 
a. Off-site signs; 
b. Illuminated signs including intermittently illuminated signs; 
c. Signs with moving components; 
d. Signs with changing images; and  
e. Captive balloons or blimps  

 

[corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.4 D1] 

D2 Offsite signs in Commercial, Industrial, Open Space, Guest Accommodation Zones inside the Central City,  
and Rural   Zones. [13.14.7.2.2.4 D2] 
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D3 Captive balloons or blimps in Commercial, Industrial and Rural  Zones, and all zones inside the Central 
City. 

[13.14.7.2.2.4 D3] D4 Billboards in Commercial, Industrial Zones and Specific Purpose  Zones, and all zones inside the Central 
City. 

[13.14.7.2.2.4 D4] 

D 5 2 Any sign not specifically provided for as a permitted, controlled restricted discretionary, discretionary, or 
noncomplying  activity, or prohibited [ corresponds to 13.4.7.2.2.4.D5] 

 

Explanatory Note: 

Offsite signs are those signs advertising goods, services, or activities located on buildings or within sites other 

than the building or site where the goods, services or activities are taking place. 

 

6.8.3.4 6.8.3.5 Noncomplying activities [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.2.5] 
 
There are no non-complying activities 

The activities listed below are noncomplying   activities 
 

 Activity 

NC1 The following signs in Residential, Papakainga, Small Settlement, Rural, Open Space and Visitor 

Accommodation Zones: 

a. Flashing signs 

b. Illuminated signs, including intermittently illuminated signs 

c. Signs with moving components 

d. Billboards 

e. Captive balloons or blimps 

 

The following signs in Central City Residential, Central City Open Space and Central City Guest 
Accommodation Zones; 

[13.14.7.2.2.5] 

 

NC2 Offsite signs in Residential, Small Settlements, Visitor Accommodation Central City Guest 
Accommodation and Papakainga  Zones. 

 

6.8.3.6 Prohibited  activities  
 
There are no prohibited  activities 
 

 

Explanatory Note: 

Offsite signs are those signs advertising goods, services, or activities located on buildings or within sites other 

than the building or site where the goods, services or activities are taking place. 

 
6.8.4 Built Form Standards [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3] 

Explanatory Notes: 
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1. Total area of a sign is that area of an imaginary rectangle enclosing the sign (see diagram 1 in 6.11.8 
Appendix A). 

2. For the purposes of measuring the area of any sign, a doublesided sign shall be measured as the area of 

one side only,  being the largest of any one side (see diagram 2 in 6.11.8 Appendix A). 

 

6.8.4.1 Traffic safety  applies to all signs [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.1] 

 
a. Any sign shall be located so as not to be likely to obscure or to detract from the interpretation of any traffic 

sign or controls. 
b. Signs shall be at least 100m in urban areas and 200m in rural areas from an official sign or traffic signal 

where the sign or traffic signal is for a State Highway or an arterial road with a speed restriction of 70km 
per hour or over. [Crown 2387] 

c. Where a sign will adjoin a State Highway or an arterial road with a speed restriction of 70km per hour or 

over, it must be at least 100m in urban areas and 200m in rural areas from an official sign or traffic signal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.8.4.2 Signs attached to buildings [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.2] 

1. Maximum area and height 
 

 Total maximum area 

of signs per building 

Maximum  

height 

Additional controls 

above ground 

level at top of 

sign 

 

Residential 

Zones 

0.5m2 OR as 

specified in activity 

status table for 

permitted non 

residential activities 

in Chapter 14 

Residential     Zones. 

4m or facade 

height, 
whichever  is 
lower 

a. Any sign displayed on wall surfaces, including 
individual lettering, shall be integrated with 
the design of the building (e.g placed wholly 
between projecting features such as fins)   and Visitor  

Guest 

Accommodatio

n Zone 

[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

 shall not obscure any window, door or 

architectural feature, visible from the 

exterior of the building (See diagram 3  in 

6.11.8 Appendix A). 

b. Where a sign, including a flag, extends over 
Papakainga 
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Small 

Settlements 

part of a Transport Zone the lowest part of the 

sign shall be located   minimum 2.6m above 

ground. Open Space  

Community 

Parks 

2m2 

Open Space  

Water and 

Margins 

Open Space  

Natural 

Open Space  

Metropolitan 

Facilities 

3m2 

Open Space  

McLeans Island 

Rural Zones 4m2 

Commercial 

Banks 

Peninsula 

Building length 

along primary 

frontage (m) x 

0.5m. See also 

Note 1 below. 

6m or facade 

height, 
whichever is 
lower 

Commercial 

Local 

  
 

Commercial 

Fringe 

Commercial 

Core 
All Scheduled 

Activities (Rule 

6.5.6) except 

Service Stations Commercial 

Central City 

Business 

[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

Building length along 
primary frontage (m) 
x 0.5m. See also Note 
1 below. 
[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

9m or facade 

height, 
whichever is 
lower 
[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

Commercial 

Central City 

Central City 

Mixed Use 

[13.14.7.2.3.2] 
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Commercial 

Central City 

(South Frame) 

Mixed Use 

[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

Industrial Park Building length along 
primary frontage (m) 
x 1m. See also Note 1 
below. 

9 m or facade 

height, 

whichever is 

lower 

Commercial 

Retail Park 

   

Industrial 

General 

  

Industrial Heavy 

Service Stations 

 
 

Zone Total maximum area 
of signs per building 
 

Maximum  
height above ground 
level at top of sign  
 

Additional controls  
 
 

All Residential 
(including 
Central City) 
 

0.5m2 OR as 
specified in activity 
status table for 
permitted non 
residential activities 
in Chapter 14 
Residential     Zones.  
 

4m or facade 
height,  
whichever  is 
lower  
 

a. Any sign displayed on wall 
surfaces, including individual 
lettering, shall be integrated 
with the design of the building 
and shall not obscure any 
window, door or architectural 
feature, visible from the 
exterior of the building (See 
diagram 3  in 6.11.8 Appendix 
A).  
 
b. Where a sign, including a flag, 
extends over part of a Transport 
Zone the lowest part of the 
sign shall be located a minimum 
of 2.6m above ground level. 
 

Papakainga 
 

Open Space   
Community 
Parks  
 

2m2 
 

Open Space  
Water and 
Margins  
 

Open Space  
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Natural 
 

Rural (Banks 
Peninsula)  

Open Space  
Metropolitan 
Facilities  
 

3m2 
  
 

Open Space  
McLeans Island  

All Rural zones 
(except Rural 
(Banks 
Peninsula) 
 

4m2 

All Specific 
Purpose zones 
not listed 
elsewhere in 
this table 

 
 

 Total maximum area 
of signs per building 
 

Maximum  
height above ground 
level at top of sign 

Additional controls 
 

a. Any sign displayed on wall 
surfaces, including individual 
lettering, shall be integrated 
with the design of the building 
and shall not obscure any 
window, door or architectural 
feature, visible from the exterior 
of the building (See diagram 3  
in 6.11.8 Appendix A).  
 
b. Where a sign, including a flag, 
extends over part of a Transport 
Zone the lowest part of the 
sign shall be located a minimum 
of 2.6m above ground level. 

Commercial 
Banks Peninsula 
(except 
Lyttelton) 

Building length 
along primary 
frontage (m) x 
0.2m. See also Note 
1 below.  
 

6m or facade 
height,  
whichever is 
lower  
 Guest 

Accommodation  
 

Central City 
Guest 
Accommodation 
[13.14.7.2.3.2] 

9m or facade 
height,  
whichever is 
lower  
 

Commercial  
Banks 
Peninsula 
(Lyttelton) 
 

Building length 
along primary 
frontage (m) x 
0.5m. See also Note 
1 below.  
 

6m or facade 
height,  
whichever is 
lower  
 

Commercial 
Local  
 

Commercial 
Office 
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Commercial 
Central City 
Local 

Commercial 
Core (except 
where listed 
elsewhere in 
this table) 
 

All Scheduled 
Activities (Rule 
6.5.6) except 
Service Stations 

   

Specific 
Purpose 
(Tertiary 
Education)  

Central City 
Tertiary 
Education 

Central City 
Cemetery 
 

Commercial 
Central City 
Business  
[13.14.7.2.3.2]  
 

Building length along 
primary frontage (m) 
x 0.5m. See also 
Note 
1 below. 
[13.14.7.2.3.2]  
 

9m or facade 
height,  
whichever is 
lower 
[13.14.7.2.3.2]  
 Commercial 

Central City 
Mixed Use  
[13.14.7.2.3.2] 
 

Commercial  
Central City 
(South Frame)  
Mixed Use 
[13.14.7.2.3.2]  
 

Commercial 
Core (Hornby, 
Northlands 
Mall, The Palms 
Mall only) 

Building length along 
primary frontage (m) 
x 1m . See also Note 
1 below 

Where the height limit 
is 20m, 9m or façade 
height whichever is 
lower  
 
Where the height limit 
is 12m, 6m or façade 
height whichever is 
lower 

Commercial 9m or facade 
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Retail Park height,  
whichever is 
lower 
 

Industrial  all 
zones 

Service stations 

Commercial 
Core (Eastgate 
Mall,  Riccarton 
Mall only) 

Total amount of 
signage 1300m² per 
mall 

Where the height limit 
is 20m, 9m or façade 
height whichever is 
lower  
 
Where the height limit 
is 12m, 6m or façade 
height whichever is 
lower 

Specific 
Purpose 
(Hospital) 

No limit on number 
and area of signs 
provided they are 
related solely to 
hospital activities 

 

Specific 
Purpose 
(Lyttelton Port) 
Zone 

No limit on number 
and area of signs 
provided they are 
related solely to port 
activities 

Façade height 

Specific 
Purpose (Styx 
Mill Road 
Transfer 
Station) 

5% x road frontage x 
1m 

6m or façade height 
whichever is lower  

 

Specific 
Purpose 
(Defence 
Wigram ) 

4m or façade height 
whichever is lower 

 

 

Explanatory Note: 

1. For retail premises, where there is more than one primary frontage or the primary frontage has a visible 

side elevation due to the adjacent building being set back, the total maximum sign area can be increased 

to include an additional allowance o 10% of the area of any glazing (windows and doors) in that  elevation. 

 
The primary frontage of a building is the elevation where windows are concentrated and typically the main 
pedestrian entrance to the building is situated. Normally this will be an elevation facing the street, but in some 
circumstances the primary building frontage will face a car park.  
For retail premises only, for secondary elevations the total maximum sign area can be increased to include an 
additional allowance of 20% of the area of any shop windows or glazed shop entrance doors in that elevation.  
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6.8.4.3 Projecting signs and signs attached to or on verandas [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.3] 

In addition to the standards set out in 6.8.4.2, projecting signs and signs attached to or on verandas shall also 

comply with the  following standards: 

 

a. Signs mounted and affixed to verandas (see 6.11.8 Appendix A  diagrams 4 & 5)  
 

Maximum projection into any Transport zone 2.5m 

Minimum height above ground level for the lowest part of the  sign 2.6m 

Maximum distance from veranda top  surface 1.2m 

Minimum setback from the face of the kerb 0.5m 
 
 

b. Signs mounted to the face of verandas (see 6.11.8 Appendix A  Diagram 4)  
 

 

 
c. Signs projecting from the face of a building (see 6.11.8 Appendix A  Diagrams 6 & 7) 

 

Signs Parallel to the Building  Face  Maximum Projection 0.2m 

Signs Perpendicular to the 

Building  Face 

Maximum Projection from the Face 

of the Building 

Above 2.6m from 

ground level 

1.2m 

Within 2.6m from 

ground level 

0.2m 

Minimum setback from the Face of the Kerb 0.5m 

 
 

Explanatory Notes: 

1. Signs shall not project forward of the face of the veranda on which they are located. 

2. Projecting signs shall only be at right angles to the building face they are fixed to. 
 
 

6.8.4.4 Freestanding signs [corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.4] 
 

a. Maximum number, area, width and height table 
 

Residential, 

Visitor 

Accommoda

tion, Open 

Space and 

Number of Signs per 
Site 

Area Maximum height 
above ground level 

Additional 

Controls 

Maximum height of sign display 0.5m 
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Rural Zones 

Residential 

Zones 

1 0.2m2 (OR as specified 

in activity status table 

for permitted 

nonresidential 

activities in Chapter 14 

Residential zones). 

4m Where a free 

standing sign, 

including a flag, 

extends over part 

of a Transport 

Zone the lowest 

part of the sign 

shall be located 

minimum 2.6m 

above ground. 

Visitor 

Accommodation 

Papakainga 

Small 

Settlements 

Open Space  

Community 

Parks 

1 for each formed 
vehicle access 

access (see Notes 1 and 
2 

1m2 

below) and 1 for 

each  formed 

pedestrian 

entrance (see Note 

2   below). 

   

Open Space  

Water and 

Margins 

Open Space  

Natural 

Open Space  

Metropolitan 

Facilities 

Open Space  

McLeans Island 

Rural Zones 

Commercial and Industrial Zones and 

Scheduled Activities 

Relating to 

Pedestrian 

Entrances 

Relating to 

Vehicle 

Entrances 

Widt
h 

Area Maximum 

Height above 

ground level at 

top of sign 

Widt
h 

Area Maximu

m  Height 

above 

ground 

level at 

top of 

sign 

Commercial 

Banks Peninsula 

1 for each formed 

vehicle access (see 

Notes 1 and 2 

1m  2m2 2m 2m 9m2 6m 
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Commercial 

Local 

below) and 1 for each 

formed 

pedestrian 

entrance (see 

Note 2 below). 

       

Central City 

Commercial 

Local 

[13.14.7.2.3.4

] Commercial 

Central City 

Business 

[13.14.7.2.3.4] 

Commercial 

Fringe 

All Scheduled 

Activities (Rule 

6.5.6) except 

Service Stations 

outside the 

central city 

Commercial 

Central City 

Mixed Use  

[13.14.7.2.3.4

] 

18m
2 

9m 

Commercial 
Central City (South 
Frame) Mixed Use  

[13.14.7.2.3.4] 

Commercial Core 

Industrial Park 

Commercial 

Retail Park 

Industrial 

General 

Industrial Heavy 

Attachment B

3723 CCC - Blair
Page 137 of 187



Revised Proposal – Signs (5 February 2015) 

Changes set out in Scott Blair’s evidence in chief (dated 5 February 2015) are in underline for additions and 

strikethrough for deletions 

20  

Scheduled 

Service Stations 

Outside the 

Central City 

 

 

Zone Number of Signs 
per 
Site  
 

Total area of 
signs  

Maximum height 
above ground 
level  
 

Additional 
Controls  
 

All Residential 
Zones including 
Central City 
Residential 

1 0.2m2 

(OR as specified 
in activity status 
table 
for permitted 
nonresidential 
activities in 
Chapter 14  

4m See below for 
all zones 

Papakainga  
 

Open Space  
Community 
Parks  

1 for each formed 
vehicle access  
access (see Notes 
1 and 
2 below) and 1 
for 
each  formed 
pedestrian 
entrance (see 
Note 2   below).  
 
 

1m2  per sign 

Open Space  
Water and 
Margins  

Open Space  
Natural (except 
Orton Bradley Park) 

Open Space  
Metropolitan 
Facilities  

Open Space  
McLeans Island 

Rural Zones 
 

Open Space Natural 
(Orton Bradley Park) 

1 3m2 4m  

 

Zone Relating to 
Pedestrian 
Entrances  

Relating to 
Vehicle 
Entrances  

 Max-
imum  
width  
 

Max-
imum 
Area per 
sign 

Maxi-
mum 
Height 
above 
ground 
level at 
top of 

Maximum  
width  
 

Maximum 
Area per 
sign 

Maximum  
Height 
above 
Ground 
level at 
top of 
sign 
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sign  

Commercial 
Banks Peninsula  
 

1 for each 
formed 
vehicle 
access 
(see 
Notes 1 
and 2 
below) 
and 1 for 
each 
formed  
pedestrian 
entrance 
(see 
Note 2 
below). 
 

 1m2 2m 2m 2m2 4m 

Guest 
accommodation 
Guest 
accommodation 
central city 
  

Commercial 
Local 

1m 2m2 2m 2m 9m2 6m 

Commercial 
Office 

Commercial 
Central City 
Local  
[13.14.7.2.3.4] 

Commercial 
Central City 
Business  
[13.14.7.2.3.4]  

All scheduled 
activities (Rule 
6.5.6) except 
service Stations 

All Specific 
Purpose Zones 
except Specific 
Purpose 
(Lyttelton Port) 
Specific 
Purpose 
(Airport),  
[Christchurch 
International 
Airport Limited 
#2348 ] 
Specific 
Purpose 
(Hospital) and 
Specific 
purpose 
(Central City 
Hospital Zone) 
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Zone  Relating to 
Pedestrian 
Entrances  

Relating to 
Vehicle 
Entrances  

 Number 
of signs 
per site 

Max-
imum 
widt 
h  
 

Max-
imum 
area per 
sign 

Max-
imum 
Height 
above 
ground 
level at 
top of 
sign  

Max-
imum 
widt 
h  
 

Max-
imum 
area per 
sign 

Max-
imum  
Height 
above 
Ground 
level at 
top of 
sign 

Commercial 
Central City 
Mixed Use zones  

1 for 
each 
formed 
vehicle 
access 
(see 
Notes 1 
and 2 
below) 
and 1 for 
each 
formed  
pedestria
n 
entrance 
(see 
Note 2 
below). 
 

1m 2m2 2m 2.5m 18m2 9m  

Commercial Core  
Commercial 
Retail Park  

 
All Industrial 
zones (see Note 4 
below) 
Scheduled 
Service Stations  
  

Specific Purpose 
(Lyttelton Port), 

Specific Purpose 
(Airport) 
Development 
Precinct 
Christchurch 
International 
Airport Limited 
#2348 ] 

Specific Purpose 
(Hospital ) and 
Specific Purpose 
(Central City 
Hospital 

No limit on signs provided they are related solely to hospital activities. 

Specific purpose 
(Airport) - Airport 
aviation precinct 
Christchurch 
International 
Airport Limited 
#2348 ] 

No limit on signs provided they are related solely to airport safety and 
operational activities. 
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Additional controls  
 
 
Specific Purpose (Airport ) Zone - Development Precinct 
 

a. Any sign shall be set back at least 10m within the Special Purpose Airport Zone boundary from 

the road reserve boundaries of the perimeter of the zone (including Memorial Avenue exclusive 

of any road widening; and along the length of Russley Road, Johns Road, McLeans Island Road, 

Jessons Road, Pound Road.  

 
Specific Purpose (Hospital), Specific Purpose (Central City) Hospital Zones 
 

a. The content of any sign shall be related solely to activities within the Specific Purpose 

(Hospital) or Specific Purpose (Central City) Hospital  Zone unless they are a sign permitted by 

6.3.8.1  

b. Any sign shall be set back at least 10m within the Special Purpose (Hospital) or Special Purpose 
(Central City) Hospital Zone boundary from the road reserve boundaries of the perimeter of the 
zone ( 

 
 

 
 

Explanatory Notes: 

1. Signs relating to vehicle access do not need to be located at the vehicle entrance they relate to.  
2. Pedestrian and vehicle access in this rule refer to entrances to sites not to building for example a vehicle 

crossing from the  road to a car park, or a pedestrian entrance from the footpath into a site. Building entry 

and garage doors etc are not considered to be vehicle or pedestrian entrances when considering 

freestanding sign allowances under this rule. 

3. Freestanding signs are defined as a sign which is fixed to the ground rather than a building (See 6.11.8 

Appendix A, diagram 8). It may be erected on a pole or other support structure. It does not include signs 

which are erected on or over a   transport zone as these are controlled by Bylaws. 

4. Rule 16.4.7.2.6 applies to Industrial Park (Memorial Avenue). Where rules conflict that rule will 
prevail. 

6.8.4.5 Specific Purpose Zones [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.5] 

 

a. Maximum Area and Height for signs attached to Buildings 
 

 Total maximum area 

per site or building 

Maximum 

height above 

ground level at 

top of sign 

Additional controls 
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Specific 
Purpose  

[13.14.7.2.3.5] 

Hospital 

 

5% x road frontage 

(m) x 1m  

6m or facade 

height, 
whichever is 
lower 

All signs shall be contained within the building 
façade   on which they are displayed and shall not 
obstruct any part of windows, doors or architectural 
features.  
 

Transfer 

Station  Where a sign extends over part of a Transport Zone 
the lowest part of the sign shall be located a 
minimum of 2.6m above ground. 
 

 

Wigram 4m or facade 

height, 
whichever is 
lower 

  Specific 

Purpose  

[13.14.7.2.3.

5] 

Tertiary 

Institution 

Specific 

Purpose 

Cemetery 

Zone inside 

the Central 

City  

[13.14.7.2.3.

5] 

Building length 

along primary 

frontage (m) x 

0.5m. See also 

note 2 below 

6m or facade 

height, 
whichever 

is lower  

Specific 
Purpose  
Schools Zone 

[13.14.7.2.3.5] 

4m2 4m or facade 

height, 
whichever 

is lower  

Airport  

Aviation 

Precinct 

No limit on signs provided they are 

related  solely to airport safety and 

operational activities 
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Airport  

Development 

Precinct 

Building length along 

primary frontage (m) x 

1m. 

9m or facade 

height, 
whichever 
is lower  

 

 
Explanatory Notes for Specific Purpose Zones (except Airport): 

1. There shall be no limit to the number of signs per site and no limit to the size of a single sign as long as the 

total area of all signs per site does not exceed the maximum allowable area. 

 

b. Maximum area, width and height for freestanding signs – all Specific Purpose Zones outside the central city 
except Airport 

 
 

 Number of Signs per site Relating to 

Pedestrian 

Entrances 

Relating to Vehicle  
Access 

Additional Controls 

  
Widt
h 

Area Max 

Height 

above 

Groun

d Level 

Widt
h 

Area Max 

Height 

above 

Groun

d Level 

Hospital 1 for each formed 

vehicle entrance in 

addition to 1 for each 

formed pedestrian 

entrance (See note 2 

below). 

1m 2m2 2m 2m 18m
2 

6m Where a freestanding sign, 

including a flag, extends over 

part of a Transport Zone the 

lowest part of the sign shall 

be located a minimum of 

2.6m above ground. 

Transfer 

Stations 

Wigram 9m2 6m 

Tertiary 

Institutions 

Schools 
 

Explanatory Notes for freestanding signs: 

1. For the purposes of this rule, building entry doors and garage doors are not considered to be vehicle 

or pedestrian entrances. Pedestrian and vehicle entrances in this rule refer to entrances to larger 

sites, not to building entrances that connect directly to roads and other public spaces. 
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c. Freestanding sign controls for Specific Purpose (Airport) Zone 

 

 Number of Signs per site Additional Controls 

Airport  

Aviation 

Precinct 

No limit on signs provided they are related solely to 

airport safety and operational activities 

  Relating to 

Pedestrian 

Entrances 

Relating to Vehicle  
Access 

  

Number of 

Signs per site 

Widt
h 

Area Max 

Height 

above 

ground 

level 

Widt
h 

Area Max 

Height 

above 

ground 

level 
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Airport  

Developme

nt Precinct 

1 for each formed 

vehicle access in 
addition to 1 for 
each formed 
pedestrian 
entrance (See 
note 1 below). 

1m  2m2 2m  2m  18m
2 

9m  1. Where freestanding signs, including  
a Transport Zone the lowest part of 
the sign shall be located a minimum 
2.6m above ground.  

        

2. All freestanding signs and 

billboards must comply with the 

requirements of Built Form 

Standard 6.8.4.1 Traffic Safety. 

3. The content of any freestanding 

signs shall be related solely to 

activities within the Specific 

Purpose Airport Zone. Signs shall 

not advertise activities outside the 

Special Airport Zone, unless they 

are a sign permitted by 6.8.3.1. 

4. Any freestanding sign shall be set 

back at least 10m within the 

Special Purpose   Airport Zone 

boundary from the road reserve 

boundaries of the perimeter of the 

zone (including Memorial Avenue, 

exclusive of any required road 

widening; and along the combined 

length of Russley Road, Johns 

Road, McLeans Island Road, 

Jessons Road, Pound    Road). 

5. The total number of signs 

exceeding  1m2 in area shall be 

no more than 5 (excluding 

temporary signs). 

6. Signs relating to an activity on 

the site shall be located on the 

same internal road frontage as 

that activity. 
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Explanatory Notes for freestanding signs: 

For the purposes of this rule, building entry doors and garage doors are not considered to be vehicle or 

pedestrian entrances. Pedestrian and vehicle entrances in this rule refer to entrances to larger sites, not to 

building entrances that connect directly to roads and other public spaces. 

 
 

6.8.5 Matters of Discretion [Corresponds to 13.14.7.2.3.5] 

In considering whether or not to grant consent, the Council shall have regard to the following assessment 
matters.: 

 
 

6.8.5.1 All signs and support structures [Corresponds to 13.14.7.3.1] 

1. Any special circumstances relating to the activity, building, site or surroundings, including the length of the 

road frontage of the site or the size of the building. 

2. The extent to which the proposed sign relates to the business or activity on the site and the necessity for 

the business or activity to identify and promote itself, balanced with the need to consider wider safety and 

amenity concerns. 

3. The visual effect of the sign compared to a complying one. 

4. Whether the visual impact is increased or lessened due to the colour, design and nature of the sign or 
support structure. 

5. The level of visibility of the sign, particularly if visible beyond 50 metres. 

6. The visual amenity and character of the surrounding area (including anticipated changes in the area) and 

the effect of the signage on visual coherence. 

7. The proximity of dwellings and the visual effect of the proposed display on or from those dwellings. 

8. Whether the sign or support structure will be seen in the same field of vision as heritage buildings, open 
spaces, protected trees or areas possessing significant natural values.
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9. The characteristics of the building and the verandah (including historic or 

architectural merit, design, size and colour), on which the signage is displayed 

and its ability to accommodate the signage. 

10. The amount and nature of existing signage on the building and/or site and 

whether the proposed signage will harmonise with it to provide an orderly and 

coordinated display. 

11. Whether the nature of the signage is such that it will combine with existing 

signage on the building, the site or in the vicinity, to create visual clutter or set a 

precedent for further similar signage. 

12. Whether the visual intrusion of the sign or support structure is lessened by 
vegetation or intervening structures. 

13. The ability of the signage to enliven a space or screen unsightly activities 

14. The potential of the sign to cause distraction, or confusion to motorists 

and/or adversely affect traffic safety due to its location, visibility, and/or 

content including size of lettering, symbols or other graphics. 

 
 

a.  Whether the scale, design, colour, location and nature of the signage will have 

impacts on the, architectural integrity, amenity, character, visual coherence, and 

heritage values of: 

i. The building and the veranda on   which the signage is displayed and its 

ability to accommodate the signage. 

ii. The surrounding area (including anticipated changes in the area) 

iii. Residential activities  

iv. Heritage buildings or settings, open spaces, protected trees or areas 

possessing significant natural values 

 

b. Whether the extent of the impacts of the signage are increased or lessened due to: 

i. The design, dimensions, nature and colour of the sign or support 

structure 

ii. The amount and nature of existing signage on the building and/or site 

iii. The level of visibility of the sign 

iv. Vegetation or other mitigating features 

 

c. Whether the signage combines with existing signage on the building, the site or in 

the vicinity, to create  visual clutter or set a precedent for further similar signage. 

  

d. Whether there are any special circumstances relating to the activity, building, site 

or surroundings, which affect signage requirements including: 
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i. Operational and functional requirements 

ii. Its size, scale or nature 

iii. The length of the road frontage    

 

e.  Whether the signage: 

i. Enlivens a space or screens unsightly activities 

ii. Will result in an orderly and coordinated display. 

iii. Relates to the business or activity on the site and the necessity 

for the business or  activity to identify and promote itself 

 

f. For small scale grouped poster signage: The nature and extent of any management 

and maintenance regime in place including keeping the posters current, and the 

posters and sites on which they are installed clean and free of graffiti.  

 

g.  The potential of the signage to cause distraction, or confusion to motorists 

and/or adversely affect traffic safety due to its  location, visibility, and/or 

content including size of lettering, symbols or other graphics.  

 
 
 

6.8.5.2 Illuminated, moving, changing, flashing or retroreflective  displays [ 
Corresponds to 13.14.7.3.1] 

a. Whether the extent of the impacts of the signage are increased or lessened due to: 

i. The frequency and intensity of intermittent or flashing light sources, and the 

proposed periods of illumination and frequency of image changes. 

ii. The prominence of the sign due to its illuminated or animated nature and ability to 
draw the eye. 

iii. The nature of surrounding land use activities. 

iv. The proximity of the display to other properties and the likely effects of such 

intermittent or flashing lights or changing images upon those properties and 

their occupants. 

 

v. The potential of the sign to cause distraction, or confusion to motorists in their 

observance of traffic conditions, directions or controls. 

 

6.8.5.1 Conforming Prefabricated signs 
 

a. Whether the prefabricated sign has a written maintenance programme 
provided  by the applicant / owner / operator of the sign that will 
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i. ensure that any adverse visual amenity values arising from general wear 
on the sign from environmental conditions and/or vandalism is quickly 
remedied; 

ii.  have an adequate  monitoring programme to be undertaken by the owner 
/ operator of the sign that will record visits to the sign, damage and general 
wear observed on the sign, and actions undertaken to rectify the damage or 
wear; and 

iii. commit to providing a report on a regular basis to be agreed between the 
Council and the applicant that details how the sign has been maintained to 
an adequate visual standard. 

 
 

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 
 

DEFINITION  
 
Conforming Prefabricated sign 
 
means a sign that: 
 
i. is entirely framed at its periphery; 
ii. is sealed and water proof; 
iii. is static and contains no moving parts; 
iv. is subject to a written maintenance programme to be undertaken by the 

operator / provider; and 
v. can be linked to the sign's operator / provider through a name, address 

and other contact details on the sign; 
 

[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313
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9.1 SIGNAGE 
 

9.2 STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 

9.1.1 Purpose and scope OF PART 6.8 OF THE GENERAL RULES AND PROCEDURES CHAPTER 

 
1. The outdoor advertising provisions in the Christchurch City Plan and Banks Peninsula 

District Plan are being reviewed as part of preparing Phase 2 of the Replacement Plan 
(General Rules and Procedures chapter). 

2. The purpose of Part 6.8 – Signs is to control the potential adverse effects associated with 
advertising, and a proliferation of advertising, within Christchurch City Council boundaries. 

3. In line with the Statement of Expectations in the Order in Council, there is a policy 
direction to, where appropriate, reduce rule complexity and seek to make most signs 
Permitted Activities in appropriate land use zones, subject to activity and built form 
standards being met. Other policy directions include aligning the prevalence and function 
of signage with the purpose of the zone in which they are located and reducing 
notification requirements where possible. The overall aim is to enable businesses and 
other organisations to promote their products, services and activities in a manner that 
promotes high quality amenity and urban design outcomes. 

9.1.2 PROPOSED DISTRICT PLAN: OVERVIEW AND SYNOPSIS 

1. Control of the use, development, or protection of land, and therefore signage, is a specific 
territorial authority function (section 31 of the RMA). There is no overlap with regional 
council functions, and hence regional planning and policy documents. 

2. The Land Use Recovery Plan and Chapter 5 of the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement are 
only very indirectly relevant to Part 6.8, insofar as they seek to enhance centres to    
provide for commercial opportunities and for territorial authorities to consider methods to 
promote good planning, building design and urban design to give effect to the 2005 New 
Zealand Urban Design Protocol. 

3. Part 6.8 – Signs of the General Rules and Procedures Chapter gives effect to these and 
other strategic documents. 

 

 
9.1.3 RESEARCH 

1.   Ekin Sakin, Christchurch City Council Architect, prepared draft Urban Design Advice in 
response to a ‘Brief for Urban Design lead on Outdoor Advertising provisions’ from the 
policy development team. This advice considered the operative District Plan provisions 
and an analysis of outdoor advertising-related resource consents over a 10-year period 
(2004-2014) (included as Appendix A). The analysis found that a high proportion of 
consents were non-notified, and that key elements of the existing district plan provisions 
were not being considered in consent decisions. 

 

 
9.1.4 Consultation 

1. The RMA requires the Council to consult with the Minister for the Environment, other 
Ministers of the Crown who may be affected by the plan, local authorities who may be 
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affected and the tangata whenua of the area affected. The Council may also consult with 
anyone else during the preparation of the plan. 

2. To date there has been no consultation with these parties regarding outdoor advertising 
provisions, with any parties. The only consultation has been between the policy and 
consent teams. 

 
9.2.1 CURRENT SITUATION 

 
1. Signage within the Christchurch City Council area is currently controlled in one of six ways: 

a. Existing Statements and Rules in the Operative Christchurch District Plan 

b. Existing Rules in the Operative Banks Peninsular District Plan 

c. Signboards in Public Places Policy 

d. Christchurch City Council Public Places Bylaw 2008, Section 7; Obstruction in Public 
Places 

e. Christchurch City Council Brothels (Location and Commercial Sexual Services Signage) 
Bylaw 2013, Section 6; Prohibition on Signage Advertising Commercial Sexual 
Services and Section 7: Regulation of Signage Advertising Commercial Sexual 
Services. 

f. Banks Peninsula District Council Public Places and Signs Bylaw 2004 

 
2. In addition, the New Zealand Transport Agency controls signs within state highway road 

reserves and has an interest in signs outside the state highway road reserve, which are 
visible and may impact the efficient and safe operation of the State Highway. All advertising 
signs within the state highway road reserve are controlled through the New Zealand 
Transport Agency (Signs on State Highways Bylaw) 2010. 

3. There are no relevant provisions on signs in the RPS, LURP and the Iwi Management Plan. 
 
 

9.2.2 Resource Management Issues 

 

 
 

 

 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE 9.2.1.1 – Requirement to incorporate Ministerial
expectations into district plan review. 

The Statement of Expectations in the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement
District Plan) Order 2014 sets out the expectations of the Minister for Canterbury Earthquake
Recovery and the Minister for the Environment that the replacement district plan must reduce
significantly the reliance on resource consent processes, the number, extent and 
prescriptiveness of development controls and design standards (in order to encourage
innovation and choice) and the requirements for notification and written approval. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE 9.2.1.2 – Existing district plan provisions are not fit for 
purpose 

a.   The trigger for requiring consent is too low 
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In the operative Christchurch District Council Plan, the resource consent threshold for total 
signage area and number of signs allowed per site is very low and it often triggers consent 
applications which are always granted on a non-notified basis. Out of 1,000 consents 
applied for in the last ten years 897 of those where processed and granted on a non- 
notified basis. In the Banks Peninsula District Plan, some signs are classified as Controlled 
Activities, which requires consent to be approved in every situation. This approach has not 
provided an enabling regulatory environment and does not align with the direction set in 
the Statement of Expectations in the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement 
District Plan) Order 2014 

 
b. The rules are overly complex 

Current rules are written in a very complex matrix such that it is difficult to understand and 
in turn implement, e.g. there are twelve different limits of permitted total signage areas 
ranging from 0.2m² to 50m². In addition there are different permitted signage areas and 
numbers for different types of activities. The method of ensuring compliance with the 
permitted signage area is also confusing, as in some cases the total signage area permitted 
is also measured as a percentage of the site’s total road frontage. The combination and 
permutations of permitted signage area and the number of signs permitted per site makes 
it very complicated to calculate and come up with an appropriate signage for a particular 
site without having to apply for resource consent. 

 
c. The cumulative effects of signs are not adequately considered 

The issue of cumulative effects generated by having several signs on one site and the way 
they relate to each other is not addressed in the existing standards and assessment matters. 
There have been a number of occasions where signs obscure each other on one site and 
detract from the amenity of the surrounding environment but still meet all other 
development standards. In some situations, businesses resort to applying for large signs to 
try and be visible in a cluttered environment. 

 
d. The operative district plans don’t control indoor displays 

The operative plans only consider outdoor signs and do not consider indoor displays. There 
are situations where indoor displays can be more prominent than outdoor signs if these are 
designed and located strategically within a large window facing a major road. These displays 
can detract from traffic safety and the amenity of the surrounding environment in the same 
way as outdoor signs. 

 
e. Management of remote (off-site) signs 

These are signs located away from the site they advertise. In the operative Christchurch 
Plan these signs are managed as Non-Complying Activities requiring consent to establish 
because they breach a Critical Standard in the existing rules. In the Banks Peninsula District 
Plan, remote signs are controlled by bylaws limit signs to designated places within the rural 
zones on which businesses can apply to erect a sign in accordance with Council standards. 

 

Remote signs are an integral part of both Christchurch and Banks Peninsula and have been 
used for a long time to advertise business goods and services. Such signs are usually located 
along arterial road corridors due to the high level of traffic movement and visibility achieved 

Attachment C
3723 CCC - Blair
Page 153 of 187



Proposal 6 General Rules and Procedures - Section 32 Report publicly notified on 2 May 2015 290 

Scott Blair evidence in chief - revised section 32 report – signs (stage 2) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

9.3.0 SCALE AND SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION 

 
1.   Section 32(1)(c) of the Act requires that this evaluation report contains a level of detail that 

corresponds to the scale and significance of the environmental, economic, social and cultural 
effects that are anticipated from the implementation of the policy framework. 

 
 

 

on these routes. The nature and scale of these signs has a potential to detract from traffic 
safety. Further these signs can proliferate particularly in rural areas where paddocks 
adjacent to arterial roads can be rented for the erection of these signs and potentially 
detract from the amenity of the surrounding environment. These signs can help motorists 
make appropriate decisions in advance, helping to avoid unsafe manoeuvres and reactions 
when the driver identifies a service they want to use. Therefore there is a need to provide 
for the establishment of these signs in a manner that ensures traffic safety and amenity is 
maintained. 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE 9.2.1.3 – Signage enables economic and community activities 

With few exceptions, businesses, community ies groups and others seeking to advertise their
activities, services and/or products use signs as an integral part of enabling the continuation of 
their economic and community activities. 

In doing so, however, there is the potential for adverse effects associated with this signage,
including: 

a. loss of amenity as a result of the number, size and design of signs 

b. Cumulative effects associated with a high density of signs 

c. Adverse effects on specific values, including heritage, outstanding natural 
landscapes etc. The ability of different environments to absorb signage varies
significantly. 

 
The Council’s focus is on attenuating and controlling the potential adverse effects of signs, 
without unnecessarily restricting business and community advertising this ensuring the
economic viability of businesses. 

9.4.0 GENERAL POLICY DIRECTION OPTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

a.   Based on analysis of the Resource Management issues set out in Section 2.1, the following policy 
options have been considered in order to develop the provisions of Part 6.8 – Signs, of the General 
Rules and Procedures Chapter. 

 
b. Option 1: Status quo - retain existing City and District Plan provisions and bylaws 

 
i. Signage rules are managed by the Christchurch District Council Plan and Banks 

Peninsula District Plan and a number of bylaws as listed above in Section 2.0.1. While
some signage activities are clearly identified as being controlled in the District Plans,
the level of control on the number and design of signs under the bylaws are not clear, 
e.g. the Christchurch City Council Public Places Bylaw controls all signs with potential to 
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obstruct public spaces without specifying the nature of those signs. Many other signs 
controlled by the District Plans can also fall in this bracket, therefore duplicating rules. 
In addition to zone rules there are also site or activity specific signage rules e.g. signage 
rules for Home Occupation activities in residential zones and signage rules for brothels 
controlled by bylaws. 

 
ii. The rules are spread throughout the District Plans, making it unnecessarily complicated 

for plan users. There is inconsistency between the Banks Peninsular and Christchurch 
City plans, and monitoring of the plan provisions shows that the existing provisions are 
not being implemented consistently. 

 
iii. Given the statutory direction to reduce the regulatory burden in the replacement 

district plan and the results from research identifying the issues with the 
implementation of the current planning framework (as outlined above), the option of 
maintaining the operative provisions is not considered to be the most appropriate way 
to achieve the purpose of the RMA. 

 

c. Option 2: Streamline plan provisions and mix of RMA and non-RMA regulatory methods 
i. The Statement of Expectations requires that the replacement district plan must reduce 

significantly the reliance on resource consent processes, the number, extent and 
prescriptiveness of development controls and design standards (in order to encourage 
innovation and choice) and the requirements for notification and written approval. 

 

ii. Streamlining the signs plan provisions to provide greater certainty for advertising 
controls, with fewer rules focussing on identifying permitted activities and the 
accompanying development standards. The land use zones would be grouped in 
accordance with their common environmental outcomes with one set of signage rules 
which apply without or with minimal exceptions. 

 

iii. There would be a clear distinction between signage activities controlled by the District 
Plan and those controlled by bylaws and NZTA. All signs within the Road Reserve 
would be controlled by Council and NZTA bylaws. Signs and temporary signs would be 
controlled by Council bylaws, whilst all other signs would be controlled by the District 
Plan. 

 
iv. Design guidelines would be considered to help with good outcomes in addition to 

rules. The use of existing bylaws to control nuisance signs would continue, as they 
address issues relating in particular to safety. 

 

v. This option is assessed as the most appropriate way of achieving the purpose of the 
RMA and meeting the requirements of the Statement of Expectations. 

 

d. Option 3: Remove objectives, policies and rules from the district plan and rely on non- 
RMA methods, such as bylaws and design guides. 

 

i. Removal of objectives, policies and rules from the district plan, and relying on non- 
RMA methods to achieve the desired outcomes would primarily involve the use of 
bylaws and design guides. Territorial authorities have a general power to make 
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bylaws, under the Local Government Act 2002. Bylaws may be made for one or more 
of the following purposes: 
a) protecting the public from nuisance: 
b) protecting, promoting, and maintaining public health and safety: 
c) minimising the potential for offensive behaviour in public places. 

 

ii. Control of signs is focused on three primary outcomes. Firstly to prevent adverse 
effects on public safety. Secondly, to maintain and enhance amenity values and thirdly 
to prevent adverse effects on natural and built environment character. 

iii. Given the limited nature of bylaws, i.e. they are focused on preventing public nuisance 
and safety, the use of bylaws is not the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose 
of the RMA. 

 

iv. Design guides would primarily focus on preventing adverse effects on building 
environment character, again a limited focus. Given this, the use of design guides 
along is not the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA. 

 

v. Even in combination, bylaws and design guides would not achieve the full range of 
outcomes being sought by the Council. 

 

9.5 EVALUATION OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVE 6.8.1.1 
 

1.   Section 32(1)(a) of the RMA requires the Council to evaluate the extent to which the objectives are 
the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose (Section 5) of the Act. 

OBJECTIVE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF THE RMA 

Objective Summary of Evaluation 
 

6.8.1.1 Objective 1: 
a. Signs which collectively contribute to 
Christchurch’s vitality and recovery by 
supporting business and communities in a 
manner that contributes to public safety, 
visual amenity values and character of the 
area, buildings or structures. 
a. Signs which maintain amenity values 
while: 
i. supporting and meeting the needs of 
business and activities; 
ii. providing identification, direction and 
warning; and 
iii. contributing to Christchurch's vitality 
and recovery. 
 

 

a. Signs and other outdoor displays are important for 
communicating information to the public. Signs are 
erected for a range of purposes, such as promoting 
goods and services, advertising upcoming community 
events, traffic directions or public safety, etc. Whilst 
signs are an integral part of society contributing 
positively to economic and social wellbeing, they 
have a potential to create adverse effects, 
particularly in areas where high amenity standards 
are anticipated like residential areas. Signs can also 
have potential to distract from traffic and pedestrian 
safety if not properly located or designed. 

But signs also contribute to the vitality of 
businesses and therefore economic growth.  
However there is little research available to 
define a quantum for this contribution. 
Nevertheless it is well established that signage 
creates exposure of goods and services to 
consumers and therefore contributes to 
economic vitality. 
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 b. This objective seeks to recognise and provide for 
signage in a way that minimises the potential 
adverse effects. The objective is the most 
appropriate to achieve the purpose of the Act 
because it will enable businesses and communities 
to advertise goods and services, thereby enabling 
people and communities to provide for their social 
and economic well-being, and for their health and 
safety.  

c. This objective is consistent with section 6(f) of 
the Act, which requires that the protection of 
historic heritage from inappropriate 
subdivision, use and development is 
recognised as a matter of national importance, 
and section 7(c) of the Act which requires 
particular regard to be had to the 
maintenance and enhancement of amenity 
values. 

d. The objective is considered to be the most 
appropriate ways to achieve the purpose of the 
RMA, and to support the Christchurch recovery 
by supporting businesses and communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.6 EVALUATION OF PROPOSED POLICIES, RULES AND METHODS 

 
1. Section 32 (1)(b) requires an evaluation of whether the provisions are the most 

appropriate way to achieve the objectives, by identifying other reasonably 
practicable options, assessing the efficiency and effectiveness of the provisions in 
achieving the objectives, and summarising the reasons for deciding on the 
provisions. 

2. The assessment must identify and assess the benefits and costs of environmental, 
economic, social and cultural effects that are anticipated from the 
implementation of the provisions, including opportunities for economic growth 
and employment. The assessment must, if practicable, quantify the benefits and 
costs and assess the risk of acting or not acting if there is uncertain or insufficient 
information available about the subject matter. 

 

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS (POLICY, RULE, METHOD) MOST APPROPRIATE WAY TO ACHIEVE 
THE OBJECTIVES 
6.8.1.1 Objective 1: 

Attachment C
3723 CCC - Blair
Page 157 of 187



Proposal 6 General Rules and Procedures - Section 32 Report publicly notified on 2 May 2015 294 

Scott Blair evidence in chief - revised section 32 report – signs (stage 2) 

 

a. Signs which collectively contribute to Christchurch’s vitality and recovery by 
supporting business and communities in a manner that contributes to public safety, 
visual amenity values and character of the area, buildings or structures. 

Provision(s) most appropriate Effectiveness and Efficiency 
1.   Option 2: Streamline plan provisions and 
mix of RMA and non-RMA regulatory 
methods 

 
6.8.1.1.1 Policy 1: 
a. To ensure that the size, number, height, 
location, shape and form of signs do not 
detract from, and where possible contribute 
to, the character and visual amenity of the 
area in which they are sited. 
b. To ensure that the character and 
amenity of residentially zoned areas is 
protected from inappropriate or large 
scale signage. 

 

6.8.1.1.2 Policy 2a.  

To ensure that signage does not detract 
from the integrity of the building design, 
historic character, structure or setting of 
buildings and that buildings remain the 
primary visual elements. 
. 

 

6.8.1.1.3 Policy 3: 
a. To ensure that signs do not cause 
obstruction and/or distraction for motorists 
and pedestrians and other road users. 

 

6.8.1.1.4 Policy 4: 
a. To encourage signs that contribute to the 
public realm through their design, size and 
content. 

 

6.8.1.1.5 Policy 5 

a. To enable temporary signs and signs that 
are permitted through other statutes, 
subject to meeting basic activity and built 
form standards. 

 

a. Policy 1 

 

a. To enable signage that: 

 i. is necessary to meet the needs 

Benefits 
a. These proposed policies will: 

i. Signal that public 
safety, amenity and 
high quality urban 
design outcomes 
(including heritage) are 
key considerations. 

ii. Give landowners, 
businesses and 
communities certainty 
about sign requirements 
across the City. 

iii. Maintain different character 
and amenity values across 
the City 

iv. Give effect to the 
RMA requirements to 
protect historic heritage 
from inappropriate use, 
subdivision and 
development (s6), the 
maintenance and 
enhancement of amenity 
values (s7) and to enable 
people and 
communities to 
provide for their 
social, economic and 
cultural wellbeing 
(s5). 

v. Adding new policy 6.8.1.1.5 
will address the need for 
consistency within the 
proposed signage controls. 
The existing bylaws are not 
zone-specific. 

vi. Combining policies 
6.8.1.1.3 and 6.8.1.1.4 
reduces repetition and 
streamlines the proposed 
policies. 

 
 

Costs 
These proposed policies will: 
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of business and other activities. 

 ii. is necessary for identification, 

direction or warning 

 iii. responds to the scale and 

significance of the building and/or 

site on which it is displayed. 

 

 
b. Policy 2  

a. To ensure that the size, 
number, height, location, 
design, appearance and 
standard of maintenance of 
signs does not detract from, 
and where possible contributes 
to, the character and visual 
amenity of the area, including 
the public realm, in which they 
are sited. 

 
 

c. c. Policy 3.  

d. To ensure that signs do not cause 
obstruction and/or distraction for motorists 
and pedestrians and other road users.   

 

d. Policy 4 

a.    
a. To ensure that signage does 

not detract from the 
integrity of the design, 
historic character, structure 
or setting of buildings and 
that buildings remain the 
primary visual elements. 

 

 

e. Policy 5 

a. To enable temporary signs and signs that 
are permitted through other statutes, 
subject to meeting basic activity and built 
form standards. 

1. Continue to impose controls 
over signage across the City, 
signalling that in some cases 
signage will not be acceptable. 

2. Limit the ability for 
businesses and communities 
to advertise their activities, 
services and products. 

3. Lost opportunity costs for 
those businesses who could 
potentially utilise their 
properties for rental 
advertising space. 

 

Efficiency and Effectiveness 
These proposed policies will: 

 

 Achieve the objective by 
establishing clear policies for 
advertising across the City; and 

 Ensure signs are of a scale and 
nature compatible with, and 
they do not detract from, 
amenity values, public safety or 
heritage. 

 

The benefits of the policies are 
considered to significantly outweigh 
the costs and will be most 
appropriate to achieve Objective 
6.8.1 
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f. Policy 6 

a. To ensure that the character 
and amenity of residential, 
open space and rural zones and 
the Avon River Precinct (Papa 
Otakaro) zone are protected 
from incompatible signage.   

 
g. Policy 7 

 

a. To enable off-site signage where it 
is compatible with the surrounding 
environment; is appropriately 
maintained and will not cause or 
contribute to, visual clutter; or set a 
precident for other off-site signage 
[Phantom Bill Stickers #2313] 

 
2. Rules: Consolidating rules into one section 

of the plan 
 

Permitted activities focus on activities where 
regulation already exists, such as bylaws, or 
where the receiving environment is capable 
of absorbing advertising in a variety of sizes, 
scales and design. Permitted activities also 
provide for temporary activities, provided 
there is a limit on the duration of such 
activities. All signs complying with the 
Activity Standards or relevant Built Form 
Standards are permitted, recognising the 
Council’s objective to allow signage subject 
to compliance with conditions.. 
The number of signs/area of signs is consistent 
with the Central City provisions. Additional 
controls have been applied to the Specific 
Purpose Airport Zone over what is currently in 
the Operative Plan. These additional controls are 
included in response to the increased breadth of 
activities now understood by the Council to be 
permitted by the more permissible regime 
introduced through Plan Change 54.. The main 
concern is the potential proliferation of signs 
around the edge of the Airport site and their 
effects on the safety of State Highway one, and 
the amenity of the Rural Fringe Zone. The 
additional controls adopt a permissive regime 
within the Airport boundary whilst seeking to 

Benefits 
 

a. These proposed rules will: 
i. Create a single point in the plan 

(with the exception of relevant 
rules in Chapter 14) where 
signage rules can be found, 
thereby avoiding repetition. This 
will reduce administrative costs 
for the Council, landowners, 
businesses and communities. 

ii. Reduce consent costs for 
landowners, businesses and 
communities, as a greater number 
of signs will be permitted 
activities. 

iii. Clarify and remove the overlap 
between district plan rules, 
Council and NZTA bylaws. 

Provide a regulatory framework 
which enables the relevant 
matters in section 5, 6 and 7 of the 
RMA to be met. 

v. Provide certainty for 
landowners, businesses and 
communities regarding the 
consent requirements for 
signage. 

vi. With regard to the SPAZ zone 
the benefits are those to do 
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confine signs to the immediate vicinity of the 
activity being promoted and limi the number 
c ontrol  the  locat ion of signs at the edge of 
the Airport. The proposed rules also differentiate 
between the Airport Aviation Precinct and the 
Airport Development Precinct, recognising the 
different uses and focus. 
 
Note that the number of free-standing signs 
permitted in the Specific Purpose Zone (Airport) 
has been increased from 3 to 5 from the version 
that went to the Minister, to more closely 
reflect existing sign numbers. 

 
a. The permitted activity rules, Activity 

Standards, Built Form Standards and 
Assessment Matters have been updated 
since the previous Chapter version when 
to the Minister. These changes were made 
following an Urban Design Rule and they 
incorporate: 

(a) Amended rules P3, P6, and P7 to tighten 
the wording and remove duplication 
throughout the chapter and improve 
consistency particularly with temporary 
activities rules. 

(b) New rules P8 and P9. Rule P8 brings the 
Utilities sign rule into the Signs chapter, 
whilst P9 provides the ‘catch-all’ rule for 
signs complying with the Built Form 
standards. 
 

b.   a .  T w o  c o n t r o l l e d  a c t i v i t y  
p r o v i s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  
r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  
s i g n s  i n  s o m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b j e c t  t o  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  q u a l i t y  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o g r a m m e s . There 
are no controlled activities as the Council 
wishes to retain the discretion to decline 
inappropriate applications. Use of 
the Restricted Discretionary Activity 
status tightens the scope of the 
discretion. 

c. b. Restricted Discretionary Activities control 
those signs which aren’t specifically identified 
as permitted, discretionary or non-complying 
activities. The Council’s discretion is limited 
to the built activity standard(s) which can’t 
be met. 

with traffic safety along the 
high speed roads 
surrounding the Airport, and 
visual amenity along those 
roads bordering a rural zone. 

Efficiency and Effectiveness 
i. These rules are effective in 

assessing applications for signs 
that could compromise public 
safety, amenity values and/or 
heritage values through the 
resource consent approval 
process. 

ii. The rules are efficient to the 
extent that they seek to 
optimise the permissiveness of 
the regulatory framework by 
minimising the regulatory 
intervention while enabling a 
high degree of choice for 
promoter of the event or 
activity. 
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d. c. Discretionary Activities are primarily 
those signs that would affect matters 
under sections 6 and 7 of the RMA, or 
where the effects are potentially 
significant. 

e. d. Non-complying Activities are those 
in zones which are particularly 
sensitive to the potential adverse 
effects of an over- proliferation, or 
unsuitable, signs. 

There are no non-complying 
activities. 

Options less or not as appropriate to achieve the Objectives and policies: 

Option 1: Status quo – Place all signage 
rules in relevant chapter/zone/activity 

Benefits 
a.   Simplifies the administrative 

burden – users of the plan can 
find rules in the zone chapter 
they are interested in. 

 
Costs 
a. Requires repetition throughout 

the plan, with the potential for 
error. 

b. Makes it administratively 
onerous, and therefore costly, 
when needing to update plan 
provisions. 

c. Doesn’t provide certainty to 
council of the desired resource 
management outcomes, or to 
plan users in terms of what they 
are required to do. 

d. Provides no regulatory control 
over potential environmental 
effects of uncontrolled signage, 
for example effects on traffic and 
pedestrian safety, adverse effects 
on the built environment, 
including cumulative effects and 
effects on heritage buildings, and 
loss of amenity. 

 

 
Efficiency and Effectiveness 

a.   Less efficient and effective as it 
would not achieve the requirement 
to reduce the regulatory burden for 
users of the plan. 

Risk of Acting or Not Acting where there is uncertain or u insufficient information 

The quantitative evidence supporting, or not, the economic and other benefits of 
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signs is limited. There appears to be no NZ- specific quantitative evidence on this 
matter and only limited international research that isn’t promoted by advertising 
companies to justify their media. 

The most in depth and credible study appears to be a 192 page book released by 
the American Planning Association in 2001 titled Context  Sensitive Landscape 
Design, with the fourth chapter examining the economic context of signs. This 
chapter sets out studies that have examined the economic impact of signs, including: 

 On average, one additional sign installed on a site would result in an 
increase in annual sales in dollars of 4.75 percent at that site. 

 One additional sign installed at a site is projected to increase the annual 
number of transactions by 3.93 percent. 

 The impact on the average dollar amount spent per transaction as the result 
of additional signs ranged from $0.06 US per transaction where one 
additional 36-square-foot wall sign was added, up to $0.78 US per 
transaction where one additional 144-square-foot pole sign was added. 

 Changes to building signage (e.g., the addition or replacement of wall 
signs) resulted in an increase in weekly sales per store of 1 to 5 
percent from the prior year. 

 The addition of pole signs and plaza identity signs (e.g., a multitenant sign 
with Pier 1 Imports identified as a tenant) resulted in a 4 percent to 12 
percent increase in weekly sales at the nine sites on which those two types 
of signs were added. Researchers attribute the increase to the advertising 
impact on passing traffic. On average, one additional sign installed on a site 
would result in an increase in annual sales in dollars of 4.75 percent at 
that site. 

 One additional sign installed at a site is projected to increase the annual 
number of transactions by 3.93 percent. 

 The impact on the average dollar amount spent per transaction as the result 
of additional signs ranged from $0.06 US per transaction where one 
additional 36-square-foot wall sign was added, up to $0.78 US per 
transaction where one additional 144-square-foot pole sign was added. 

 Changes to building signage (e.g., the addition or replacement of wall 
signs) resulted in an increase in weekly sales per store of 1 to 5 
percent from the prior year. 

 The addition of pole signs and plaza identity signs (e.g., a multitenant sign 
with Pier 1 Imports identified as a tenant) resulted in a 4 percent to 12 
percent increase in weekly sales at the nine sites on which those two types 
of signs were added. Researchers attribute the increase to the advertising 
impact on passing traffic. 

 The addition of small directional signs indicating ingress and egress routes 
resulted in weekly sales increases ranging from 4 percent to 12 percent. 
Researchers attribute the increase in these cases to the signs’ ability to 
guide a site-bound shopper more than any specific advertising effect 

 The addition of small directional signs indicating ingress and egress routes 
resulted in weekly sales increases ranging from 4 percent to 12 percent. 
Researchers attribute the increase in these cases to the signs' ability to 
guide a site-bound shopper more than any specific advertising effect. 
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Similarly, a piece of research came out of the University of Cincinnati in 2012 
examining the economic value of signs. Column three of the table below sets 
out the average increase in business performance associated with the perceived 
impact of signs on business performance: 

 

 
There is, therefore, insufficient information and the information that does 
exist is uncertain in its relevance to New Zealand. 
 
The risk of acting on this insufficient and uncertain information is that the 
controls imposed in the district plan stifle economic development, and 
therefore fail to achieve the objective of supporting the Central City recovery. 
The risk of not acting is an inappropriate weighting towards enabling the 
potential or perceived economic benefits of additional signs, at the expense of 
amenity and safety. Neither scenario is acceptable, and a balance must be 
established between these potentially competing requirements. 

The risk of not acting is considered to be greater than acting, because of 
the potential adverse impact on amenity and safety, and the lack of 
sufficient non-RMA provisions to address these matters. As discussed 
earlier in this report, design guidelines and bylaws only address part of 
the issues identified by the Council 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 9.1: ANALYSIS OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING RELATED RESOURCE 
CONSENTS THROUGH 2004-14 

 
Between 2004 and 2014, 10037 resource consent applications included outdoor advertising. 
Approximately 90% (897) of these consents were processed and granted on a non-notified 
basis. 
In reviewing the operative provisions, this information leads to the following questions: 

 

 Whether this number of consents should have been generated in the first place? 

 Are operative consenting thresholds (by way of permitted standards) appropriate? 

Distribution of the 897 non-notified consents by zone 

 

24% (combined central city) 

24% in L1 (13%), L2& L3 (217) 

14.4% in ccb (129) 
9.3% in cc mixed use (83) 
10.5% In business zone 2 (95) 
7% in business zone 1 (64) 
9.5% in suburban industrial (85) 
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The analysis of resource consent data from the last 10 years shows that the highest 
generators by zone are residential zones including almost a quarter (24%) of the non- 
notified outdoor advertising consents. This is as many outdoor advertising resource consents 
as those generated in Central City Business (CCB) and Central City Mixed Use (CCMU) zones 
combined. Central City may be expected to generate outdoor advertising consents due to  
the high intensity of commercial and transport activity set against a large number of  
sensitive high amenity heritage and civic features and public spaces. 

 

Residential zones however do not include intensive commercial activity therefore could be 
an unexpected high generator. The conversations with the processing planners and the 
geographical mapping suggest that the majority of the resource consents in living zones are 
generated along busy arterial roads and many are related to child care, medical care and 
visitor accommodation activities. 

 
The proposed Residential Chapter in the Replacement District Plan specifically allows for 
child care, medical care, veterinary care, educational and assembly activities located within 
residential zones to include signage up to 1m². This may be expected to reduce the number 
of resource consents for outdoor advertising in residential zones. As part of Phase 2 
Replacement District Plan chapters, a new Visitor Accommodation and Community Facilities 
zone is proposed along part of Riccarton Road, Bealey Avenue and Papanui Road. This is also 
likely to reduce high resource consent generation in residential zones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 Appendix X 
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Geographical mapping of Resource Consents 2004-2014 coloured by zone. Yellow is for 
residential zones, pink is for commercial zones. 

 
There are significantly more outdoor advertising resource consents in residential zones 
immediately around Key Activity Centres and along three busy arterial roads, Riccarton 
Road, Papanui Road and Bealey Avenue. All Key Activity Centres include a commercial core 
(B2 in the operative plan) zone which ranks third in generation of outdoor advertising 
resource consents. It can therefore be suggested that Key Activity Centres are the largest 
source of non-notified resource consent generation (accounting for about a third of the 
total) for outdoor advertising both in their vicinity and along the linkages between them. 

 
Outside the Central City, a small number of direct regional links out of the city, Blenheim 
Road (continuing to Main South Road), Riccarton Road, Papanui Road (continuing to 
Harewood Road) together with immediately south of Central City contain the largest 
concentration of outdoor advertising related resource consents. 

 
Both pre and post-earthquake resource consents are located in the same nodes and 
corridors with the exception of southwest and north of the city showing more resource 
consents in a less concentrated distribution post earthquakes, which is likely the result of 
temporary business relocation into suburban residential areas. 

 
Subject to more detailed analysis, it is rational for key activity centres and the key linkages 
between them to be high resource consent generators as these locations are in close 
proximity to if not bordering residential zones and include a high intensity of commercial 
activity and transport movement. 

Attachment C
3723 CCC - Blair
Page 166 of 187



Proposal 6 General Rules and Procedures - Section 32 Report publicly notified on 2 May 2015 301 

Scott Blair evidence in chief - revised section 32 report – signs (stage 2) 

 

 

 
Mapping of resource consents and building consents for outdoor advertising Orange indicated 
building consent, blue indicates resource consent. 

 
The location of building consents demonstrate where outdoor advertising activity is established in 
accordance with the operative rules. 

 
Where there are many building consents without resource consents, this may suggest that the current 
rules are not un-realistic and hence not challenged. The mapping therefore indicates that the  
operative provisions work well in the living zones and business zones that are outside central city and 
not on key arterial roads. 

 
Where there are many resource consents that are processed without notification, this may suggest 
either that: 

1. The rules are not realistic and the thresholds are too low or 

2. The assessment matters and the administration of the plan require revision to adequately 

address adverse effects arising from the over-size/height sign applications. 

 

It is found that: 

1. Rules are not realistic and the thresholds are too low for specific activities such as medical, 

educational care, assembly activities in residential zones. 

2.   Administration of the plan require revision to adequately address adverse effects arising 

from non-site related and over size signs (also referred to as billboards) as well as painted 

walls. 
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RELEVANCE OF SIGNAGE TO CENTRAL CITY 
 

Role in Recovery 
 
The Central City Recovery Plan, along with other planning documents, is seeking a vibrant 
central city based around the attraction and maintenance of jobs, residents and visitors into 
the area within the four avenues. One of the major components of Christchurch’s 
Central City Recovery is business development and growth, and a key to success is the 
ability to market and promote goods, services and events. Advertising, including signage, 
is therefore an essential part of the Central City environment and identity, particularly in the 
core business areas, and imparts essential information that is needed for this area to function 
safely and efficiently. 
 
A common characteristic of central business areas is ‘bright lights’ – flashing, moving and 
colourful displays designed to attract maximum attention, particularly at night. Previous 
plans and programmes paid insufficient attention to ensuring ‘vibrancy’ exists in both 
daytime and night-time. It is self-evident even before the earthquakes that Christchurch’s 
central area suffered from a public perception that, apart from a few areas, the City Centre 
was unsafe and ‘dead’ at night. 
 

Income and Employment 
 
Outdoor advertising is a subset of a vast industry that underpins much of the City’s 
commerce, media and service sector. Signs contribute to the local economy directly in two 
ways: through providing jobs and income to those involved in the industry, and providing 
rental income to building or site owners. There appears to be no specific research within 
New Zealand about the economic benefit of signs, including the customer spend that arises 
through advertising. 
 

 
CURRENT SITUATION 

 
Signage within the Christchurch City Council area is currently controlled in one of five ways: 

 
a. Existing Statements and Rules in the Operative Christchurch District Plan 
b. Signboards in Public Places Policy 
c. Christchurch City Council Public Places Bylaw 2008, Section 7; 

Obstruction in Public Places 
d. Christchurch City Council Brothels (Location and Commercial Sexual 

Services Signage) Bylaw 2013, Section 6; Prohibition on Signage 
Advertising Commercial Sexual Services and Section 7: Regulation of 
Signage Advertising Commercial Sexual Services. 

e. Banks P e n i n s u l a  District Council Public Places and Signs Bylaw 2004.  
 
In addition, the New Zealand Transport Agency controls signs within state highway road 
reserves and has an interest in signs outside the state highway road reserve that are visible 
and may impact the efficient and safe operation of the State Highway. All advertising signs 
within the state highway road reserve are controlled through the New Zealand Transport 
Agency (Signs on State Highways Bylaw) 2010.  
 
There are no relevant provisions on signs in the RPS, LURP and the Iwi Management Plan. 
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Resource Management Issues 
 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE 2.1.1 – Enforceability 

The Council’s experience with administering the City Plan, and working with business 
operators and other organisations in the Central City, is that signage rules are difficult to 
enforce and monitor. There are a number of reasons for this, including questions over 
what constitutes a sign (is it art? Is it a street address? etc), the multitude of ways to 
display signage, and the proliferation of temporary and semi-permanent signs as a result of 
earthquake relocations. The reality is that trying to regulate and enforce every possible 
scenario would create a tangle of regulation and bureaucracy. 
 

The existing rules are unnecessarily complex, requiring consent, which in many cases is 
granted. Research undertaken to inform the district plan review shows that, of 1,000 
signage consents applied for in the last 10 years, 897 were processed and granted on a 
non-notified basis. Classification of signs as largely discretionary activities provides little or 
no certainty for those requiring advertising to undertake their business or activity. 

 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE – Complexity of existing rules 

The Central City rules are spread throughout the District Plan, making it unnecessarily 
complicated for plan users who are looking for Central-City specific rules. The Council 
has  had previously adopted the approach of having a ‘plan within a plan’ for the central city 
area - Chapter 13. However planning provisions for the central city are now being 
incorporated into the various chapters of the pRDP to simplify the structure of the 
plan. The signs provisions of Chapter 13 are being incorporated into Chapter 6 
General City Rules as a part of Stage 3 of the plan review.  Having a self-contained set 
of signage provisions in the Central City Chapter Chapter 6 will assist users and thereby 
contribute to meeting the Council’s obligations under the Statement of Expectations. 

 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUE  – Adverse environmental effects of signs 

Adverse effects attributable to signage fall into four main groups. There are those which 
arise through cumulative effects, causing what some would see as ‘visual pollution'. The 
second group are those that affect neighbours, for example flashing lights, visual amenity. 
The third group of effects are those related to traffic safety, usually by causing distraction, or 
creating a hazard for pedestrians; and the fourth group to the effects a sign might have on 
the key architectural features of a building. The Council’s focus is on attenuating and 
controlling the potential adverse effects of signs, without unnecessarily restricting 
business and community advertising this ensuring the economic viability of businesses. 

 

 

SCALE AND SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION 

 
The level of detail undertaken for the evaluation of the proposed District Plan provisions has 
been determined by an assessment of the scale and significance of the implementation of the 
proposed District Plan provisions. In making this assessment an overall judgement has been 
made having regard to whether the provisions: 

 
a. are of regional city wide or local significance  
b. impede or promote the City’s recovery; 
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c. adversely affect people’s health and safety; 
d. result in a significant change to the character and amenity of local 

communities; 
e. have effects on resources that are considered to be a matter of national 

importance in terms of Section 6 of the Act; 
f. adversely affect those with particular interests including Maori (consideration 

needs to be given to whether there is certainty of effects based on the 
availability of information to assess benefits and costs); 

g. limit options for future generations to remedy effects; - 
h. whether the effects have been considered implicitly or explicitly by higher 

order documents; 
i. include regulations or other interventions that will impose significant costs on 

individuals or communities. 
 
In particular the report reflects the Council’s view that cumulative effects of signage (positive and 
negative) are of local significance and will: 

1. indirectly promote recovery through facilitating economic growth and 
fostering competition. 

2. have a direct impact on people’s safety and wellbeing; and 
3. impact on character and amenity of local areas. 

 
The level of evaluation able to be undertaken through this s32, has been significantly 
influenced by the truncated process and timeframe for the District Plan Review (DPR). The 
Section 32 evaluation will continue to be (informally) updated, in particular in response to 
recommendations from the Ministers for Canterbury Earthquake Recovery and for the 
Environment, and submissions from the community and stakeholders. 
 

 
GENERAL POLICY DIRECTION OPTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Control of signs is focused on three primary outcomes. Firstly, to prevent adverse effects 
on public safety; secondly, to maintain and enhance amenity values and thirdly to prevent 
adverse effects on natural and built environment character. 
 

Recognising the specific circumstances of the Central City, the proposal has taken an area-
based approach in the manner in which it regulates signage (in a similar vein to the rest of 
the City). This recognises the importance of signage to business and the economy, and the 
existing and potential dominance of the built environment by having a less restrictive regime 
in the business areas. In those areas where the environment is more sensitive to changes 
in the landscape the proposal imposes more control, including over the placement and size 
of signs. 
 

To this end, taking into account the Resource Management issues set out in Section 1.3, 
and having particular regard to the Statement of Expectations in Schedule 4 of the Order in 
Council, the following policy options ( not necessarily mutually exclusive) have been 
considered in order to develop the Signs provisions for the Central City Chapter. 
 

a. Option 1: Status quo - retain existing City and District Plan 
provisions and bylaws 

 
Signage rules applicable to the Central City are managed by the Christchurch District 
Council Plan and a number of bylaws as listed in Section 2.0 above. While some 
signage activities are clearly identified as being controlled in the District Plan, the level of 
control on the number and design of signs under the bylaws are not clear, e.g. the 

Attachment C
3723 CCC - Blair
Page 171 of 187



Scott Blair evidence in chief - revised section 32 report – signs (stage 3 – Central City)  

 
 

Notified 25 July 2015 4 

 

 

Christchurch City Council Public Places Bylaw controls all signs with potential to 
obstruct public spaces without specifying the nature of those signs. Many other signs 
controlled by the District Plan can also fall in this bracket, therefore duplicating rules. In 
addition to zone rules there are also site or activity specific signage rules e.g. signage 
rules for home occupation activities in residential zones and signage rules for brothels 
controlled by bylaws. 
 
Bylaws still have a role in the Central City, mainly to manage the growth of footpath signs 
that can be of danger and inconvenience to the public. It is not proposed that this bylaw be 
replaced by rules in the District Plan review 
 

Given the statutory direction to reduce the regulatory burden as part of the district plan review 
and the results from research identifying the issues with the implementation of the current 
planning framework (as outlined above), the option of maintaining the operative 
provisions is not considered to be the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the 
RMA. 
 

Effectiveness 
The review of provisions undertaken in accordance with Clause 6 of the Order in 
Council has identified that the current rules are delivering anticipated outcomes more 
effectively in some areas than others. This is because the pressures for outdoor 
signage are low in areas such as residential and open space zones compared with 
commercial and industrial zones, where the placement and number of signs are having a 
significant effect on visual amenity. 
There is no evidence of significant issues resulting from the split in signage controls 
between bylaws and the district plan. The bylaws largely address public nuisance issues 
whilst the district plan provisions take a wider view around amenity, built form and safety. 
 

Efficiency 
The current rules are complex and it's difficult to explain some of them to the general public, 
particularly the ones in the Business zones that are based on length of road frontage. 
There are also inconsistencies in the provisions. For example Cultural zones have very small 
areas of signage allowed, but schools are zoned as cultural institutions and are often on quite 
large sites with a potential need for considerable signage. For those that are public 
schools on designated sites this is irrelevant as they use the outline plan/waiver process. 
Private schools would need resource consent for almost any sign they want to put up. The 
time invested t by potential applicants to understand the various sign requirements is adding 
to the transactional costs of consents. Once applied for, the consents are usually granted 
(see research in Appendix 2). 
 

b. Option 2: Remove objectives, policies and rules from the district 
plan and rely on non-RMA methods, such as bylaws and design 
guides. 

 
Removal of objectives, policies and rules from the district plan, relying on non-RMA 
methods to achieve the desired outcomes would primarily involve the use of bylaws and 
design guides. Territorial authorities have a general power to make bylaws, under the Local 
Government Act 2002. Bylaws may be made for one or more of the following purposes: 

(a) protecting the public from nuisance: 
(b) protecting, promoting, and maintaining public health and safety: 
(c) minimising the potential for offensive behaviour in public places. 

 

Effectiveness 
Design guidelines assist with achieving good built environment outcomes. They would 
primarily focus on preventing adverse effects on built environment character, and be given 
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effect to through pre-application meetings and the Urban Design Panel. In the absence of 
linkages to district plan rules, the use of design guides is voluntary, relying on advocacy from 
the Council to secure the benefits, and uptake from developers. There is no ability for the 
Council to enforce against a failure to adopt or apply a design guide. Given this, the use of 
design guides alone is not the most appropriate way to achieve the purpose of the RMA. 
 

Given the limited nature of bylaws, i.e. they are focused on preventing public nuisance and 
safety, the use of bylaws by themselves is not the most appropriate way to achieve the 
purpose of the RMA. The use of existing bylaws to control nuisance signs would continue, 
as they address issues relating in particular to safety and the Council has enforcement 
powers when bylaws are not complied with. 
 

Efficiency 
An underlying assumption in this approach is that the market will deliver an efficient 
allocation of resources, with light-handed guidance from regulators through the use of design 
guides and bylaws alone. This might be true if externalities were priced into decisions but 
there isn’t, to the Council’s knowledge, any system set up in New Zealand urban 
centres that take this approach. There is insufficient time in the current district plan review 
process to thoroughly investigate the costs and benefits of establishing such a system for 
the Central City. Given this, reliance of bylaws and design guides along would not achieve 
the full range of outcomes being sought by the City Council. 
 

c. Option 3: A combination of Options 1 and 2 

 
This option would use all the tools available as an integrated package responding to 
specific circumstances, without dispensing with everything in the Operative Plan. 
 

Effectiveness 
Targeting interventions more closely to specific matters that could make a positive 
difference towards sustainable resource management is something a district plan should 
strive to do. The range of options could include incentives for example enabling advertising in 
more sensitive locations where the revenue from that advertising would be used for public 
benefit (e.g. restoring a heritage building). This approach is the most likely to obtain the 
appropriate balance between certainty of outcome and flexibility in process to achieve 
desired outcomes. 
 

Efficiency 
Properly targeted and integrated interventions, including appropriate market mechanisms 
will generally reduce transaction and compliance costs and deliver better outcomes. The 
current split between bylaws and district plan rules appears, in the absence of 
information to the contrary, to be appropriate. However, costs could be reduced through a 
revision of consent categories and restructuring the provisions to make them easier to 
follow. 
 

PREFERRED OPTION 
 
Option 3 is the preferred option. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED OBJECTIVE 13.14.7.1.1 
 

1. Section 32(1)(a) of the RMA requires the Council to evaluate the 
extent to which the objectives are the most appropriate way to 
achieve the purpose (Section 5) of the Act. 

 

OBJECTIVE MOST APPROPRIATE WAY TO ACHIEVE THE PURPOSE OF THE RMA 

Objective Summary of Evaluation 

 

13.14.7.1.1  
6.8.1.1 Objective 1: 
 
Signs which collectively contribute to 
the recovery and vitality of the Central 
City by supporting business and 
communities in a manner that 
contributes to public safety, visual 
amenity values and character of the 
area, buildings or structures. 

a. Signs which maintain amenity 
values while: 
i. supporting and meeting the needs 
of business and activities; 
ii. providing identification, direction 
and warning; and 

iii. contributing to 
Christchurch's vitality and recovery.  

 

Alternative 1 – Do Nothing 

As outlined in the discussion in Section 4 
above the ‘do nothing’ option deflects 
the issue to non- RMA instruments, or 
ignores the matter as an issue of 
concern. The option of ‘do nothing’ has 
already been discounted in considering 
whether or not to include RMA regulatory 
signage controls in the district plan. In 
deciding that the most efficient and 
effective option is to opt for a mix of RMA 
and non-RMA provisions, 
i.e. objectives, policies and rules in the 
district plan and bylaws constituted 
under the Local Government Act, it 
follows that at least one objective must 
be included in the district plan. 

 
The Central City Area comprises a broad 
spectrum of environments each with their 
own character and identity. If left 
uncontrolled signs could proliferate in a 
manner that could have (to varying 

Signs and other outdoor displays are 
erected for a range of purposes, such as 
promoting goods and services, advertising 
upcoming community events, traffic 
directions or public safety, etc. They are 
an integral part of society, contributing 
positively to economic recovery and 
development, employment, income and 
social wellbeing. They can create adverse 
effects, particularly in areas where high 
amenity standards are anticipated, such as 
residential areas. Signs also have potential 
to distract from traffic and pedestrian safety 
if not properly located or designed. 
 
But signs also contribute to the vitality of 
businesses and therefore economic 
growth.  
As discussed in the income and 
employment section above there is little 
research available to define a quantum for 
this contribution. Nevertheless it is well 
established that signage creates exposure 
of goods and services to consumers and 
therefore contributes to economic vitality.  

 

The proposed objective is the most 
appropriate to achieve the purpose of the 
Act because it will enable businesses and 
communities to advertise goods and 
services, thereby enabling people and 
communities to provide for their social 
and economic well- being, and their 
health and safety. It The inclusion of 
the words 'amenity values' still 
enables provisions to be included that 
will safeguard those matters that are 
subject to Sections 6 and 7 of the Act. 

 
The preferred objective is consistent with 
section 6(f) of the Act, which requires that 
the protection of historic heritage from 
inappropriate subdivision, use and 
development is recognised as a matter of 
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degrees) an adverse visual effect on 
public safety, localities and their 
constituent places and buildings. 
Interventions therefore need to be targeted 
to where they would produce the most 
positive environmental outcomes, or 
conversely prevent negative outcomes.  
 
As this Report shows there are 
circumstance where a bylaw is the preferred 
method for addressing signage issues in 
the Central city, but the approach the 
Council has adopted is to rely on a 
combination of bylaws and the District Plan. 
 

Alternative 2 – Alter the intent of the 
objective to make it more restrictive than 
enabling 
 
Public safety, visual amenity values and 
character of the area, buildings or structures 
are enhanced while enabling signs to 
collectively contribute to Christchurch’s 
recovery by supporting business and 
communities. 
 
Altering an objective such as this by 
addi ng  an  enabl ing  9  ( r a ther  
t han  requi r i ng)  em phas i s  on  
bus i ness  and ot he r  needs  shifts 
the onus on signage from enabling 
balancing amenity values with 
business and community needs 
signage to restricting it signage in favour 
of environmental and safety 
considerations. Whist there are 
circumstances in the Central City that 
arguably will justify this approach, it 
sends the wrong message about economic 
recovery, particularly in business areas. 

national importance, and section 7(c) of 
the Act which requires particular regard to 
be had to the maintenance and 
enhancement of amenity values. The 
objective is considered to be the most 
appropriate alternative to achieve the 
purpose of the RMA, compared to the other 
options. 
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSED POLICIES, RULES AND METHODS 
 

1. Section 32 (1)(b) requires an evaluation of whether the provisions are the most 
appropriate way to achieve the objectives, by identifying other reasonably practicable 
options, assessing the efficiency and effectiveness of the provisions in achieving the 
objectives, and summarising the reasons for deciding on the provisions. 

2. The assessment must identify and assess the benefits and costs of environmental, 
economic, social and cultural effects that are anticipated from the implementation of 
the provisions, including opportunities for economic growth and employment. The 
assessment must, if practicable, quantify the benefits and costs and assess the risk of 
acting or not acting if there is uncertain or insufficient information available about the 
subject matter. 

 
 

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS (POLICY, RULE, METHOD) MOST APPROPRIATE WAY TO 
ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES 

13.14.7.1.1 6.8.1.1 Objective 1: 

Signs which collectively contribute to the recovery and vitality of the Central City 

by supporting business and communities in a manner that contributes to public 

safety, visual amenity values and character of the area, buildings or structures.  

a.  Signs which maintain amenity values while: 

i.  supporting and meeting the needs of business and activities;  

ii. providing identification, direction and warning; and  

iii. contributing to Christchurch’s vitality and recovery. 

Provision(s) most appropriate Effectiveness and Efficiency 

1. Option 2: Streamline plan provisions 
and mix of RMA and non-RMA 
regulatory methods 

 

13.14.7.1.1.1 6.8.3.1 Policy 1 

 
a. To ensure that the size, number, 

height, location, shape and form of 
signs do not detract from, and 
where possible contribute, to the 
character and visual amenity of the 
area, including the public realm, in 
which they are sited. 

 
b.   To ensure that the character and 

amenity of Central City Residential 
Zones, The East and North Frames, 
and the Avon River Precinct (Papa 
Otakaro) Zone are protected from 

Benefits 
 
These proposed policies will: 

i. Recognise that one of the major 
components of Christchurch’s Central 
City Recovery is business 
development and growth, and a key to 
success is the ability to market and 
promote goods, services and events. 
Advertising, including signage, is 
therefore an essential part of the 
Central City environment and identity, 
particularly in the core business 
areas, and imparts essential 
information that is needed for this area 
to function safely and efficiently. 

ii. Signal that public safety, amenity and 
high quality urban design outcomes 
(including heritage) are key 
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inappropriate and/or large scale 
signage. 

 
Part b of Policy 1 was added 
following feedback received from 
CERA to reinforce the desired 
outcomes for the Central City area, 
including increasing the number of 
residents living in the central city and 
protection and enhancement of  
amenity values along the Avon River. 
 
13.14.7.1.1.2 Policy 
a. To ensure that signage does not 

detract from the integrity of the 
building design, historic character, 
structure or setting of buildings 
and that buildings remain the 
primary visual elements. 

 
Policy 2 reflects outcomes from an 
Urban Design Review of the chapter. 
 
13.14.7.1.1.3 Policy 
a. To ensure that  signs  do not cause 

obstruction and/or distraction for 
motorists and pedestrians and 
other road users. 

 
13.14.7.1.1.4 Policy 
a. To enable signs that are 

permitted through other statutes 
and temporary signs subject to 
meeting basic activity and built form 
standards. 

 
A new policy is recommended which 
provides a link between objective 
13.14.7.1.1 and the permitted activity 
rules which enable signs permitted 
through other statutes. The addition 
of this policy addresses an existing 
gap in the policy framework. 
 

a. Policy 1 
To enable signage that: 

i. is necessary to meet the needs of 
business and other activities. 

ii. is necessary for identification, 
direction or warning 

iii. responds to the scale and 
significance of the building and/or 

considerations within the context of 
Central City revitalisation 

iii. Give landowners, businesses and 
communities certainty about sign 
requirements across the Central City. 

iv. Maintain different character and 
amenity values across the Central City 

v. Give effect to the RMA requirements 
to protect historic heritage from 
inappropriate use, subdivision and 
development (s7), the maintenance 
and enhancement of amenity values 
(s6) and to enable people and 
communities to provide for their 
social, economic and cultural 
wellbeing (s5). 

vi. Adding new policy 13.14.7.1.1.4 will 
address the need for consistency 
within the proposed signage 
controls. The existing bylaws are 
not zone- specific. 

 
Costs 

 
These proposed policies will: 

i. Continue to impose controls over 
signage across the Central City, 
signalling that in some cases 
signage will not be acceptable. 

ii. Limit the ability for businesses and 
communities to advertise their 
activities, services and products to the 
extent or in the locations they perhaps 
would be seeking to. 

iii. Lost opportunity costs for those 
businesses which could potentially 
utilise their properties for rental 
advertising space. 

 
Efficiency and Effectiveness 
 
These proposed policies will: 

i. Achieve the objective by establishing 
a clear direction for advertising 
across the Central City; and 

ii. Ensure signs are of a scale and nature 
compat ib le  with, and they do not 
detract from, amenity values, public 
safety or heritage. 

iii. Adopt a consistent framework with 
signage ru les across the remainder 
of Christchurch City, taking into 
account the specific objective to 
revitalise the Central City area. 
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site on which it is displayed. 

b. Policy 2  
To ensure that the size, number, 
height, location, design, appearance 
and standard of maintenance of signs 
does not detract from, and where 
possible contributes to, the character 
and visual amenity of the area, 
including the public realm, in which 
they are sited. 

c. Policy 3  
a. To ensure that signs do not 
cause obstruction and/or distraction 
for motorists and pedestrians and 
other road users.   

d. Policy 4   
To ensure that signage does not 
detract from the integrity of the 
design, historic character, structure 
or setting of buildings and that 
buildings remain the primary visual 
elements. 

e. Policy 5 
To enable temporary signs and signs 
that are permitted through other 
statutes, subject to meeting basic 
activity and built form standards. 

f. Policy 6 
To ensure that the character and 
amenity of residential, open space 
and rural zones and the Avon River 
Precinct (Papa Otakaro) zone are 
protected from incompatible signage.   

g. Policy 7 
To enable off-site signage where it is 
compatible with the surrounding 
environment; is appropriately 
maintained and will not cause or 
contribute to, visual clutter; or set a 
precident for other off-site signage 

 
The benefits of the policies are considered 
to significantly outweigh the costs and will 
be most appropriate to achieve Objective 
13.13.7.1.1 6.8.1.1 

2. Rules: Providing for Central City-
specific signage rules. 

 
a. Permitted activities focus on activities 

where regulation already exists, such as 
bylaws or other signage regimes, or 
where the receiving environment is 
capable of absorbing advertising in a 
variety of sizes, scales and design. 
Permitted activities also provide for 

Benefits 
 
These proposed rules will: 

i. Reduce consent costs for landowners, 
businesses and communities, as a 
greater number of signs will be 
permitted activities. 

ii. Clarify and remove the overlap 
between district plan rules, Council 
and NZTA bylaws. 
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temporary activities, provided there is a 
limit on the duration of such activities. 
All signs complying with the Activity 
Standards or relevant Built Form 
Standards are permitted, recognising the 
Council’s objective to allow signage 
subject to compliance with conditions. 

 
A permitted activity rule recognising 
that signage for airport purposes within 
the Airport Purposes Designation 
(Chapter 10, D1) is subject to the 
designation. 
 
An earlier Rule P2 concerning flashing 
signs,  illuminated signs and signs with 
moving components in the Central City 
Business Zone was removed following 
feedback from CERA, as it was deemed 
too permissive with the potential for 
adverse effects on the zone boundaries. 
 
The number of signs/area of signs is 
consistent with the General signs 
provisions. The permitted activity rules, 
Activity Standards, Built Form Standards 
and Assessment Matters were updated 
following an Urban Design Review of the 
General Sign rules and they incorporate: 
 
1. A Various permitted activity 

standarfds have been amended rules 
P6 and P7 to tighten the wording and 
remove duplication throughout the 
chapter and improve consistency. 

2. New rules P4,  7  and  P8 10 and 
P9. Rule P4 7 recognises the 
provisions of the Temporary Activities 
rules and hence provides consistency 
across the plan. Rule P8 10 brings the 
Utilities sign rule into the Signs chapter, 
whilst P9 provides the ‘catch-all’ 
rule for signs complying with the 
Built Form standards. 

 
b. There are no controlled activities as the 

Council wishes to retain the discretion to 
decline inappropriate applications. Use of 
the Restricted Discretionary Activity 
status restricts the scope of the discretion 
to the specific built form standard which 
can’t be complied with. 

 
c. Restricted Discretionary Activities control 

iii. Provide a regulatory framework which 
enables the relevant matters in 
section 5, 6 and 7 of the RMA to be 
met. 

iv. Provide certainty for landowners, 
businesses and communities 
regarding the consent 
requirements for signage. 

v. vAdopt a consistent approach with 
signage controls in other parts of 
the district plan, whilst 
recognising specific council 
objectives for the Central City. 

vi. Simplify the administrative burden 
– users of the plan can find rules 
in the zone chapter they are 
interested in. 

vii. Not result in a significant change 
from the existing district plan 
rules, thereby providing 
consistency 

 
Costs 
 
These proposed rules will: 

i. Potentially reduce development 
rights for businesses, communities 
and landowners. 

ii. Result in duplication between the 
general signs objectives, policies and 
rules in the General Rules and 
Procedures chapter and the Central 
City chapter. The wording of the 
objectives, policies and rules is very 
similar. 

 
Efficiency and Effectiveness 

 
i. These rules are effective in assessing 

applications for signs that could 
compromise public safety, amenity 
values and/or heritage values through 
the r e s o u r c e  consent approval 
process. 

ii. The rules are efficient to the extent 
that they seek to optimise the 
permissiveness of the regulatory 
framework by minimising the 
regulatory intervention while enabling 
a high degree of choice for promoter 
of the event or activity. 
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those signs which can’t comply with 
either the permitted activity Activity 
Standards or Built Form standards, and 
which aren’t provided for as a 
discretionary or non-complying activity. 

 
Rule RD2 was amended following feedback 
from CERA, to retain Council’s discretionary 
over flashing, illuminated, moving and 
changing signs. Following the Urban Design 
Review, the relevant matters of discretion 
references have been amended. 
 

d. Discretionary Activities are primarily 
those signs that would affect matters 
under sections 6 and 7 of the RMA, or 
where the effects are potentially 
significant. 

 
A new discretionary activity rule, D2 6, has 
been added to pick up any signs not 
specifically provided for by the other rules. 
 

e. Non-complying Activities are those in 
zones which are particularly sensitive 
to the potential adverse effects of an 
over- proliferation, or unsuitable, 
signs. 

 
Rule NC3 has been removed, as this would 
have set the presumption that signs not 
specifically provided for would have to meet 
the ‘gateway test’ in section 104D – this is 
out of proportion with the potential adverse 
effects and the intent of the objectives and 
policies. 

Options less or not as appropriate to achieve the Objectives and policies: 

Option 1: Do nothing 

This option would mean the Central City 

section of the Plan remains silent on 

signage required by other agencies or 

other legislation. This would create 

uncertainty and not promote the 

integrated management (of processes) 

that the Council is obligated to provide 

through its functions under Section 31. 

 
The Council’s requirements would be 

met through non- statutory guidance, 
for example design guides and 
information brochures. 

Benefits 
There are no benefits associated with this 
option. 
 
Costs 

a. Doesn’t provide certainty to council of 
the desired resource management 
outcomes, or to plan users in terms of 
what they are required to do. 

b. Provides no regulatory control over 
potential environmental effects of 
uncontrolled signage, for example 
effects on traffic and pedestrian 
safety, adverse effects on the built 
environment, including cumulative 
effects and effects on heritage 
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buildings, and loss of amenity. 

 
Efficiency and Effectiveness 
Less efficient and effective as it would not 
achieve the purpose of the RMA, and in 
particular the relevant matters in sections 
6 and 7. 

Risk of Acting or Not Acting where there is uncertain or unsufficient information 

The quantitative evidence supporting, or not, the economic and other benefits of signs is 
limited. There appears to be no specific quantitative evidence within New Zealand on this 
matter, only limited international research that isn’t promoted by advertising companies 
to justify their media. 

 
The most in depth and credible study appears to be a 192 page book released by the 
American Planning Association in 2001 titled Context Sensitive Landscape Design, with 
the fourth chapter examining the economic context of signs. This chapter sets out studies 
that have examined the economic impact of signs, including: 

 

 On average, one additional sign installed on a site would result in an increase in 
annual sales in dollars of 4.75 percent at that site. 

 One additional sign installed at a site is projected to increase the annual number of 
transactions by 3.93 percent. 

 The impact on the average dollar amount spent per transaction as the result of 
additional signs ranged from $0.06 US per transaction where one additional 36- 
square-foot wall sign was added, up to $0.78 US per transaction where one additional 
144-square-foot pole sign was added. 

 Changes to building signage (e.g., the addition or replacement of wall signs) resulted in 
an increase in weekly sales per store of 1 to 5 percent from the prior year. 

 The addition of pole signs and plaza identity signs (e.g., a multitenant sign with Pier 1 
Imports identified as a tenant) resulted in a 4 percent to 12 percent increase in 
weekly sales at the nine sites on which those two types of signs were added. 
Researchers attribute the increase to the advertising impact on passing traffic. 

 The addition of small directional signs indicating ingress and egress routes resulted in 
weekly sales increases ranging from 4 percent to 12 percent. Researchers attribute the 
increase in these cases to the signs’ ability to guide a site-bound shopper more than 
any specific advertising effect. 

 
Similarly, a piece of research came out of the University of Cincinnati in 2012 examining the 
economic value of signs. Column three of the table below sets out the average 
increase in business performance associated with the perceived impact of signs on 
business performance: 

 
There is, therefore, insufficient information and the information that does exist is uncertain 
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in its relevance to New Zealand. 

 
The risk of acting on this insufficient and uncertain information is that the controls 
imposed in the district plan will stifle economic development, and therefore will fail to 
achieve the objective of supporting the Central City recovery. The risk of not acting is an 
inappropriate weighting towards enabling the potential or perceived economic benefits of 
additional signs, at the expense of amenity and safety. Neither scenario is acceptable and a 
balance must be established between these potentially competing requirements. 
 
The risk of not acting is considered to be greater than acting, because of the potential 
adverse impact on amenity and safety, and the lack of sufficient non-RMA provisions to 
address these matters. As discussed earlier in this report, design guidelines and bylaws 
only address part of the issues identified by the Council. 
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APPENDIX 1: SECTION 32 OBLIGATIONS 

 
32 Requirements for preparing and publishing evaluation reports 

(1) An evaluation report required under this Act must— 

(a) examine the extent to which the objectives of the proposal 

being evaluated are the most appropriate way to achieve the 

purpose of this Act; and 

(b) examine whether the provisions in the proposal are the most 

appropriate way to achieve the objectives by— 

(i) identifying other reasonably practicable options for 

achieving the objectives; and 

(ii) assessing the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

provisions in achieving the objectives; and 

(iii) summarising the reasons for deciding on the provisions; 

and 

(c) contain a level of detail that corresponds to the scale and 

significance of the environmental, economic, social, and cultural 

effects that are anticipated from the implementation of the 

proposal. 

(2) An assessment under subsection (1)(b)(ii) must— 

(a) identify and assess the benefits and costs of the 

environmental, economic, social, and cultural effects that are 

anticipated from the implementation of the provisions, including 

the opportunities for— 

(i) economic growth that are anticipated to be provided or 

reduced; and 

(ii) employment that are anticipated to be provided or reduced; 

and 

(b) if practicable, quantify the benefits and costs referred to in 

paragraph (a); and 

(c) assess the risk of acting or not acting if there is uncertain or 

insufficient information about the subject matter of the 

provisions. 

(3) If the proposal (an amending proposal) will amend a standard, statement, 
regulation, plan, or change that is already proposed or that already exists (an 
existing proposal), the examination under subsection (1)(b) must relate to— 

(a) the provisions and objectives of the amending proposal; and 

(b) the objectives of the existing proposal to the extent that those 

objectives— 

(i) are relevant to the objectives of the amending proposal; and 
(ii) would remain if the amending proposal were to take effect. 

(4) If the proposal will impose a greater prohibition or restriction on an activity to which 
a national environmental standard applies than the existing prohibitions or 
restrictions in that standard, the evaluation report must examine whether the 
prohibition or restriction is justified in the circumstances of each region or district in 
which the prohibition or restriction would have effect. 

(5) The person who must have particular regard to the evaluation report must make the 
report available for public inspection— 
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(a) as soon as practicable after the proposal is made (in the 

case of a standard or regulation); or 

(b) at the s a m e  time as the proposal is publicly notified. 

(6) In this section,— 

objectives means,— 

(a) for a p r o p o s a l  that contains or states objectives, those 

objectives: 

(b) for all other proposals, the purpose of the proposal 

proposal means a proposed standard, statement, regulation, plan, or change for 
which an evaluation report must be prepared under this Act 

provisions means,— 

(a) for a proposed plan or change, the policies, rules, or other 

methods that implement, or give effect to, the objectives of the 

proposed plan or change: 

(b) for all other proposals, the policies or provisions of the 

proposal that implement, or give effect to, the objectives of the 

proposal. 
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APPENDIX 2: ANALYSIS OF OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 
RELATED RESOURCE CONSENTS THROUGH 2004-14 

 
Between 2004 and 2014, 10032

1
 resource consent applications included outdoor advertising. 

Approximately 90% (897) of these consents were processed and granted on a non-notified 
basis. 
In reviewing the operative provisions, this information  leads to  the  following  questions: 

 

 Whether this number of consents should have been generated in the first place? 

 Are operative consenting thresholds (by way of permitted standards) appropriate? 

Distribution of the 897 non-notified consents by zone 
 
24% in L1 (13%), L2& L3 (217) 
14.4% in ccb (129) 
9.3% in cc mixed use (83) 24% (combined central city) 
10.5% In business zone 2 (95) 
7% in business zone 1 (64) 
9.5% in suburban industrial (85) 
 

 
 
The analysis of resource consent data from the last 10 years shows that the highest 
generators by zone are residential zones including almost a quarter (24%) of the non-notified 
outdoor advertising consents. This is as many outdoor advertising resource consents as those 
generated in Central City Business (CCB) and Central City Mixed Use (CCMU) zones 
combined. Central City may be expected to generate outdoor advertising consents due to the 
high intensity of commercial and transport activity set against a large number of sensitive high 
amenity heritage and civic features and public spaces. 
 

Residential zones however do not include intensive commercial activity therefore could be an 
unexpected high generator. The conversations with the processing planners and the 
geographical mapping suggest that the majority of the resource consents in living zones are 
generated along busy arterial roads and many are related to child care, medical care and 
visitor accommodation activities. 
 

The proposed Residential Chapter in the Replacement District Plan specifically allows for child 
care, medical care, veterinary care, educational and assembly activities located within 
residential zones to include signage up to 1m². This may be expected to reduce the number 
of resource consents for  outdoor advertising in residential zones. As part of Phase 2 
Replacement District Plan chapters, a new Visitor Accommodation and Community Facilities 
zone is proposed along part of Riccarton Road, Bealey Avenue and Papanui Road. This is 
also likely to reduce high resource consent generation in residential zones. 
 
  

                                                 
1 Appendix X 
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Geographical mapping of Resource Consents 2004-2014 coloured by zone. Yellow is for 
residential zones, pink is for commercial zones. 
 

There are significantly more outdoor advertising resource consents in residential zones 
immediately around Key Activity Centres and along three busy arterial roads, Riccarton Road, 
Papanui Road and Bealey Avenue. All Key Activity Centres include a commercial core (B2 in 
the operative plan) zone which ranks third in generation of outdoor advertising resource 
consents. It can therefore be suggested that Key Activity Centres are the largest source of 
non-notified resource consent generation (accounting for about a third of the total) for outdoor 
advertising both in their vicinity and along the linkages between them. 
 

Outside the Central City, a small number of direct regional links out of the city, Blenheim Road 
(continuing to Main South Road), Riccarton Road, Papanui Road (continuing to Harewood 
Road) together with immediately south of Central City contain the largest concentration of 
outdoor advertising related resource consents. 
 

Both pre and post-earthquake resource consents are located in the same nodes and corridors 
with the exception of southwest and north of the city showing more resource consents in a 
less concentrated distribution post-earthquakes, which is likely the result of temporary 
business relocation into suburban residential areas. 
 
Subject to more detailed analysis, it is rational for key activity centres and the key linkages 
between them to be high resource consent generators as these locations are in close proximity 
to if not bordering residential zones and include a high intensity of commercial activity and 
transport movement. 
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Mapping of resource consents and building consents for outdoor advertising Orange indicated 
building consent, blue indicates resource consent. 

 
The location of building consents demonstrate where outdoor advertising activity is 
established in accordance with the operative rules. 
 

Where there are many building consents without resource consents, this may suggest that the 
current rules are not un-realistic and hence not challenged. The mapping therefore indicates 
that the operative provisions work well in the living zones and business zones that are outside 
central city and not on key arterial roads. 
 

Where there are many resource consents that are processed without notification, this may 
suggest either that: 

1. The rules are not realistic and the thresholds are too low or 
2. The  assessment  matters  and  the  administration  of  the  plan  

require  revision  to adequately address adverse effects arising 
from the over-size/height sign applications. 

 

It is found that: 
1. Rules are not realistic and the thresholds are too low for 

specific activities such as medical, educational care, assembly 
activities in residential zones. 

2. Administration of the plan require revision to adequately address 
adverse effects arising from non-site related and over size 
signs (also referred to as billboards) as well as painted walls. 
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