
 

  
 

 

Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 
 

[Please note that the schedules in this integrated chapter have been removed except for examples where 

defined terms are used. For clarity, the defined terms are only used in the header of the tables and repeated 

on each page]. 

 

9.1 Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems 

 
This Revised Proposal is prepared for the purposes of the Definitions (Stage 2 and 3) hearing and is dated 11 
August 2016. 

 
Text is colour coded as follows: 

 

Blue text Natural and Cultural Heritage Topic 9.1 text (clean) as filed with the Council's 

Closing Legal Submissions for Topic 9.1 dated 15 April 2016. 

 

Red underlined 

text and red 

strikethrough 
text 

Consequential Amendments required to Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 

Chapter as set out and explained in Appendix C 'Consequential Amendments Table' 

to the Council's Memorandum of Counsel dated 11 August 2016.   
 

A comment bubble is used to identify the relevant row in the table.  

Green 
underlined text 

OR 

Highlighted 
green red text 

Definitions that are relied on. 
 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at Appendix A to the 

Council's Closing Legal Submissions dated 11 August 2016. 

Blue hyperlinks Links to websites.  

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

  
 

 

Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 
 

9.1 Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems 
 

Introduction 
 

This chapter establishes the framework for the identification, assessment, management and protection of 

areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, along with 

maintenance of indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems generally.  

 

The involvement of landowners and their stewardship of the natural environment is essential to indigenous 

biodiversity maintenance and protection.  The role of landowners, particularly those on private land, is 

recognised throughout this chapter which emphasises a collaborative approach between Council and 

landowners.   

 

A vital starting point for managing and protecting indigenous biodiversity is to improve our understanding of 

what ecological values exist, where and how significant they are in terms of ecological criteria under the 

Canterbury Regional Policy Statement.  This involves assessment of secondary information and undertaking 

ecological surveys on site.   

 

There are different levels of existing indigenous biodiversity, risks, threats and landowner commitment to 

conservation within the District.  This is reflected in this chapter.  In the Low Plains Ecological District, 

there is less than 1% of original indigenous vegetation remaining and almost all known remaining areas have 

been identified as Sites of Ecological Significance.  It is important that these Sites of Ecological Significance 

are maintained and protected.  There are also many freshwater areas on the Low Plains with significant 

ecological values based around their in-stream/aquatic values and wetland areas, which will mainly be 

managed through the water body setback provisions in Chapter 6.   

 

On Banks Peninsula there are more extensive areas of indigenous vegetation and habitats of indigenous 

fauna in the form of remnant or second growth vegetation, which are often an integral part of rural 

properties.  Rural landowners on Banks Peninsula have demonstrated that with appropriate land management 

practices indigenous vegetation can be protected and increased to halt the decline in indigenous biodiversity.  

Banks Peninsula landowners are committed to active management of indigenous biodiversity through 

voluntary mechanisms such as covenants.   

 

The provisions for Banks Peninsula recognise this commitment from landowners and the need to ensure 

reasonable use of land and flexibility to meet changing needs.  This is achieved by recognising existing 

farming activities, collaborating with landowners and providing an option to develop a Farm Biodiversity 

Plans to manage indigenous biodiversity values, including farming activities involving clearance. 

 

The effects of activities and development on areas or habitats identified as Sites of Ecological Significance 

and other potentially significant areas will be managed primarily through these provisions by managing 

clearance of indigenous vegetation.  Chapter 6 manages activities within water body setbacks while Chapter 

8 manages subdivision and earthworks where a Site of Ecological Significance is involved.  Chapter 8 and 

Chapter 17 encourage protection of areas of indigenous biodiversity through provisions for subdivision and 

development. 

 

  



 

  
 

 

9.1.1 Objectives and policies 
 

9.1.1.1 Objective - Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems 

 

a. Indigenous biodiversity is maintained and enhanced.  

b. Areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna are protected.  

 

 

9.1.1.1.1 Policy 1 - Identification of Ecological Significance  

 
a. Collaborate with landowners to identify areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of 

indigenous fauna as Sites of Ecological Significance and include them on the schedule in Appendix 9.1.4.1 

where they have been assessed as meeting one or more of the significance criteria in Canterbury Regional 

Policy Statement Policy 9.3.1 and Appendix 3.  The Sites of Ecological Significance identify areas or habitats 

where the Council will prioritise collaboration with landowners to maintain and protect the indigenous 

biodiversity values.   

 

b. Recognise that the schedule of Sites of Ecological Significance does not represent a comprehensive list of 

significant sites within the Christchurch District and undertake further work with landowners, Ngāi Tahu, 

Department of Conservation, conservation groups and other stakeholders to identify, assess and protect 

additional areas of indigenous biodiversity that are of significance.  

 

c. Prioritise the identification and assessment of areas of significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats 

of indigenous fauna on an annual basis taking into account the following factors: 

 

i. ecological value, determined by results of a literature search and / or expert advice; 

ii. level of existing legal protection; 

iii. threats to ecological values; 

iv. whether the area has been identified as a Recommended Area for Protection in the surveys undertaken 

by Hugh Wilson (1992) for the Department of Conservation Protected Natural Areas Programme;  

v. Canterbury Regional Policy Statement Policy 9.3.2 Priorities for Protection; and 

vi. land owner requested assessments.   

 

 

9.1.1.1.XA Policy XA - Protection of indigenous biodiversity values 
 

a. Recognise that the management and protection of indigenous biodiversity, including Sites of Ecological 

Significance, is dependent on landowner support and will be achieved through a number of mechanisms 

including listing on the schedule in Appendix 9.1.4.1 and associated rules, legal protection by way of covenants 

and landowner commitment to conservation and stewardship of the natural environment, including through the 

use of Farm Biodiversity Plans.   

 

b. On Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, manage the clearance of indigenous vegetation outside of Sites of 

Ecological Significance to provide for the case-by-case assessment, including through development of Farm 

Biodiversity Plans, of areas that are likely to be ecologically significant while the identification and assessment 

process in Policy 9.1.1.1.1 is progressed.   

 

 

 

9.1.1.1.XB Policy XB - Farm Biodiversity Plans 

 
a.  Provide for a collaborative approach with rural landowners/land managers through development of Farm 

Biodiversity Plans to: 



 

  
 

i.  recognise and encourage the integrated management and protection of indigenous biodiversity 

values, including Sites of Ecological Significance, alongside providing for the maintenance rural 

productive activities; 

ii.  recognise that there may need to be some indigenous vegetation clearance as part of maintaining 

rural productive activities; and 

iii. achieve maintenance and over time, enhancement, of indigenous biodiversity values. 

 

b.  Ensure Farm Biodiversity Plans: 

i.  identify areas of indigenous biodiversity values to be protected, maintained and, where appropriate, 

enhanced;  

ii. adopt methods to minimise clearance of previously uncleared areas and Sites of Ecological 

Significance;  

iii. identify the measures that will be used to protect, maintain and enhance indigenous biodiversity; 

iv. identify appropriate targets to measure progress in maintenance and over time, enhancement, of 

indigenous biodiversity values; and 

v. are flexible to adapt to changing needs of land use and biodiversity management.   

 

c. Promote the development of Farm Biodiversity Plans to landowners: 

i. at the time of identification and assessment of ecologically significant values;  

ii. as good practice for managing and protecting indigenous biodiversity;  

iii. at a whole of property or catchment level, where appropriate; and  

iv. where resource consent is required for farming involving clearance activities.   

 

 

9.1.1.1.2 Policy 2 -Land Management 

 

a. In Sites of Ecological Significance, manage clearance of indigenous vegetation and disturbance of habitats to 

ensure no net loss of indigenous biodiversity values by: 

 

i. in the first instance, avoiding adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity values, and where this is not 

practicable, remedy and finally mitigate; and 

ii. offsetting any residual adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity values in accordance with 9.1.1.1.5 

Policy 5 - Offsetting. 

 
b. Outside of Sites of Ecological Significance on Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, manage the clearance of 

indigenous vegetation types and habitats of indigenous fauna identified in Appendix 9.1.4.6 to ensure:  

i. an assessment of ecological significance is undertaken in accordance with the criteria in Canterbury 

Regional Policy Statement Policy 9.3.1 and Appendix 3; 

ii. any areas of significant indigenous vegetation or significant habitats of indigenous fauna that warrant 

protection are identified through the assessment and adverse effects on those values/areas are avoided;  

iii. significant adverse effects on remaining indigenous biodiversity values and Ngai Tahu values are 

avoided, and other adverse effects are avoided, remedied or mitigated; and 

iv. the clearance of mature and regenerating podocarp/hardwood and beech forest is avoided. 

 

x. Where indigenous biodiversity is located within the coastal environment, either in a Site of Ecological 

Significance and in those areas identified in Appendix 9.1.4.6, manage the clearance of indigenous vegetation 

and disturbance of habitats, to: 

i. avoid adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity values as identified in Policy 11(a) of the New 

Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010; and 

ii. avoid significant adverse effects and avoid, remedy or mitigate other adverse effects on indigenous 

biodiversity values as identified in Policy 11(b) of the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010. 

Note:  The coastal environment is delineated on the planning maps.   

 

c. Enable activities that maintain and enhance indigenous biodiversity including: 

i. planting with appropriate indigenous species; and 



 

  
 

ii. the removal or management of pest plant and animal species and for biosecurity works 

 

d. Provide for small-scale, low impact indigenous vegetation clearance, and livestock grazing, where it will 

enable continued use of land and maintenance of existing infrastructure. 

 

e. Recognising that the locational, operational and technical requirements of new, or more than minor 

upgrades to utilities operated by network utility operators operations may necessitate the removal of 

significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, including within Sites 

of Ecological Significance.  

 

9.1.1.1.3  Policy 3 - Cultural Heritage and Customary Rights 

 

a. Ngāi Tahu manawhenua cultural heritage values associated with indigenous biodiversity are maintained 

and enhanced through: 

i. providing for customary harvest of taonga species by Ngai Tahu while ensuring such harvest will 

maintain the indigenous biodiversity values of the site; 

ii. non-regulatory incentives and assistance; and 

iii. providing for planting of indigenous vegetation for the purpose of customary harvest.  

 

 

9.1.1.1.4  Policy 4 - Incentives and Assistance to Maintain and Enhance Indigenous Biodiversity 

 

a. Work with nga runanga, landowners, and the community to take an active role in maintaining and enhancing 

indigenous biodiversity by:  

i. supporting and promoting the use of covenants, reserves, management plans and community 

initiatives; and 

ii. providing a landowner support package with incentives, advice and guidance for managing sites 

assessed as ecologically significant in accordance with Policy 9.1.1.1.1a and 9.1.1.1.2b;  

iii. providing a range of other incentives to assist land managers in the protection, retention, regeneration 

and restoration of indigenous biodiversity values and ecosystem functions;  

iv. promoting the use of indigenous species in planting and landscaping; 

v. encouraging planting of indigenous vegetation for the purpose of customary harvest and enhancing 

habitats of indigenous biodiversity;  

vi. recognising and encouraging land managers committed to protection and management of indigenous 

biodiversity; and 

vii. continuing to work with the Banks Peninsula Ecological Steering Group or its successor.   

 

 

9.1.1.1.5 Policy 5 - Offsetting 

 
a. Offsetting is required where there are any residual adverse effects to indigenous biodiversity meeting the 

significance criteria detailed in Policy 9.3.1 and Appendix 3 of the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement. 

 

b. Where residual adverse effects to indigenous biodiversity have been identified, offsetting will only be 

considered where : 

i. Significant adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity from the development have been avoided in the 

first instance, minimised when total avoidance is impracticable, remedied where this is not possible 

and finally, mitigated;   

ii. the offset can achieve no net loss and preferably a net gain for indigenous biodiversity; and 

iii. the offset is consistent with the framework detailed in Appendix 9.1.4.5.  
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9.1.2 Rules - Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems 

 

9.1.2.1 How to use the rules 

 

9.1.2.1.1  Sites of Ecological Significance are identified on the planning maps, listed in Schedule A of 

Appendix 9.1.4.1, and shown on the reference maps in Appendix 9.1.4.2 and 9.1.4.3.  The rules 

that apply to Sites of Ecological Significance are contained in the Activity Status Tables 

(including Activity Specific Standards) in Rule 9.1.2.  

 

9.1.2.1.3 The rules contained in the Activity Status Tables (including Activity Specific Standards) in 

Rule 9.1.2 also apply to clearance of indigenous vegetation on Banks Peninsula and the Port 

Hills outside of the schedule of the Sites of Ecological Significance.  Any indigenous vegetation 

clearance not specified in Rules 9.1.2.2 to 9.1.2.2.5 is permitted under these rules.  Where the 

rules refer to ecological districts, reference should be made to Appendix 9.1.4.4.  

 

9.1.2.1.4 The activities listed are also subject to compliance with standards specified elsewhere in the 

Plan for that activity in zone specific chapters and the following chapters (where relevant):  

 

5 Natural Hazards;  

6 General Rules and Procedures; 

7 Transport; 

8 Subdivision, Development and Earthworks; 

9 Natural and Cultural Heritage; 

11 Utilities, Energy and Infrastructure;  

12 Hazardous Substances and Contaminated Land. 

 

9.1.2.1.5 The rules in 9.1.2.2 do not apply to the Specific Purpose (Lyttelton Port) Zone.   

 

9.1.2.1.6 The following activities are exempt from the Rules in 9.1.2 for the purpose of indigenous 

vegetation clearance:  

 

i. maintenance within 2m either side of an existing access track for a utility operated by a 

network utility operator operation;  

ii. park management activities in any Open Space Zone;  
iii. flood protection or drainage works undertaken or authorised by the Christchurch City Council 

or the Canterbury Regional Council, in accordance with the appropriate Flood and Drainage 

bylaw;  

iv. maintenance of existing roads within existing road corridors; 
v. removal for the purposes of the protection of, and access to existing electricity infrastructure; 
vi. associated with replacement, repair, maintenance and minor upgrading of an existing utility in 

accordance with Rule 11.3.1.1 P3 and P9   

 

9.1.2.1.7     The following diagram shows when a resource consent is required for indigenous vegetation 

clearance under the rules in 9.1.2.  
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No 

Yes 

Does the activity involve 

indigenous vegetation 

clearance within a Site of 

Ecological Significance 

identified on the planning 

maps and in Appendix 

9.1.4.1 Schedule A? 

Does the activity involve 

indigenous vegetation 

clearance on Banks 

Peninsula or the Port 

Hills? 

 

No 

No 

Does the indigenous vegetation clearance exceed the permitted activity 

standards in Rule 9.1.2.2.1 P1? 

Does the clearance 

involve any vegetation or 

habitats identified in 

Appendix 9.1.4.6? 

Indigenous vegetation 

clearance of 

vegetation/habitats 

identified in Appendix 

9.1.4.6: 

Restricted discretionary 

resource consent under 

Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD4:   

- Assessment of 

ecological significance 

is required as part of 

the application 

Resource consent is required  

Indigenous vegetation 

clearance on farm 

properties: 

There is an option to 

develop a Farm Biodiversity 

Plan.  If a Farm Biodiversity 

Plan is developed, 

restricted discretionary 

resource consent can be 

sought under Rule 9.1.2.2.3 

RD5: 

- Farm Biodiversity Plan 

requirements in 

Appendix 9.1.4.7 

Note:  A Farm Biodiversity 

Plan is optional.  If such a 

plan is not pursued, 

resource consent is 

required under Rule 

9.1.2.2.3 RD4 or 9.1.2.2.5 

NC1. 

Indigenous vegetation 

clearance for a Site of 

Ecological Significance: 

Non-complying activity 

resource consent under 

Rule 9.1.2.2.5 NC1 

No rules 

apply and 

no resource 

consent is 

required 

under 

Chapter 9.1 

Yes 

No 
Yes 

No 

Yes 

Do any of the exemptions 

in Rule 9.1.2.1.6 apply? 

No 

Indigenous vegetation 

clearance for the 

purposes of new, or 

upgrades to utilities 

operated by network 

utility operators 

operations: 

Restricted discretionary 

resource consent under 

Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD3. 

Do any of the exemptions 

in Rule 9.1.2.1.6 apply? 

Yes 

Yes 



 

  
 

9.1.2.2 Activity Status Tables 

 

9.1.2.2.1 Permitted Activities  

 

The activities listed below are permitted activities if they comply with the Activity Specific Standards set out 

in this table  

 

Activities may also be restricted discretionary, discretionary, or non-complying as specified in Rules 

9.1.2.2.3, 9.1.2.2.4 and 9.1.2.2.5 below. 

 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.1.2.1.6  

 

Activity Activity Specific Standard 

P1 Indigenous vegetation clearance  

a. within a Site of Ecological Significance 

identified in Schedule A of Appendix 

9.1.4.1; or  

b. outside a Site of Ecological Significance on 

Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, and 

within an area of vegetation identified in 

Table 1 and Table 2 of Appendix 9.1.4.6  

 

Note:  Where indigenous vegetation clearance 

involves an area of vegetation that does not 

relate to the vegetation types identified in 

Table 1 and Table 2 of Appendix 9.1.4.6, 

vegetation clearance is not managed by this 

rule.  

a. Any indigenous vegetation clearance shall 

be limited to: 

a. Clearance for routine operation, 

maintenance and repair within 2 

metres either side of fences, access 

tracks, buildings, fire ponds, gates, 

stock yards, troughs and water 

tanks existing at OPERATIVE 

DATE OF PLAN; 

b. Incidental clearance that cannot 

reasonably be avoided in the 

course of removing pest plants and 

pest animals in accordance with 

any regional pest management 

plan or the Biosecurity Act 1993; 

c. Clearance for the purpose of 

maintaining improved pasture;  

d. Clearance for conservation 

activities, including the erection of 

a new fence or creation of access 

tracks; 

e. Clearance provided for within the 

terms specified in a conservation 

covenant established under the 

Conservation Act 1987 or any 

other Act specified in the First 

Schedule of the Conservation Act 

1987;  

f. Clearance of any understory of 

indigenous vegetation as a result 

of harvesting an existing forestry 

area or maintenance of forestry 

access or firebreaks.  

P2 Livestock grazing as part of farming activities 

a. within a Site of Ecological Significance that 

is identified in Schedule A of Appendix 

9.1.4.1; or  

b. outside a Site of Ecological Significance on 

Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, and 

within an area of vegetation identified in 

a.   Where grazing of a similar nature, 

intensity, and scale has been undertaken 

within the 12 months up to and including 

OPERATIVE PLAN DATE  

 



 

  
 

Table 1 and Table 2 of Appendix 9.1.4.6 

P3 Planting and seed gathering within a Site of 

Ecological Significance or vegetation 

identified in Appendix 9.1.4.6 

a. Planting shall be with indigenous species 

that are naturally occurring and sourced 

from within the relevant ecological 

district within which the planting is to 

take place.  
 

Note - ecological districts are identified in 

Appendix 9.1.4.4. 

Note - Vegetation to be planted in the vicinity 

of electricity infrastructure should be selected 

and/or managed to ensure that it will not result 

in that vegetation breaching the Electricity 

(Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003.  

P4 Customary harvesting of any species grown 

specifically for that purpose; or 

Customary harvesting of any other taonga 

species with the permission of the relevant 

rununga.  

Note: this rule does not override the 

requirements to obtain permission of the 

landowner or administrator for any customary 

harvest of taonga species  

a. Any felling of trees shall be limited to 

Papakianga Zones and only where the 

felling of the tree is ancillary to a 

permitted activity or has been provided 

for as part of a comprehensive 

development plan for the site.  

 

 

 

9.1.2.2.2 Controlled Activities 

 

There are no controlled activities   

 

 

9.1.2.2.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities  
 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities.  

 

Discretion to grant or decline consent and impose conditions is restricted to the Matters of Discretion set out 

in the following table. 

 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.1.2.1.6 

 

Activity The Council’s discretion shall be limited to 

the following matters: 

RD1 Any customary harvesting activity not 

complying with Rule 9.1.2.2.1 P3 

Any resource consent application will not 

require written approvals and shall not be 

publicly or limited notified. 

a. Planting and customary harvesting - 

9.1.3.1 

 

 

RD2 Any planting and seed gathering activity not a. Planting and customary harvesting - 

9.1.3.1 



 

  
 

complying with Rule 9.1.2.2.1 P4  

Any resource consent application will not 

require written approvals and shall not be 

publicly or limited notified. 

RD3 Indigenous vegetation clearance, for the 

purposes of new, or upgrades to (except minor 

upgrades under Rule 11.3.1.1 P9) utilities 

operated by network utility operators operations, 

including associated access tracks 

a.  within a Site of Ecological Significance 

identified in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1; 

or 

b.  on Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills outside 

a Site of Ecological Significance, and within 

an area of vegetation or habitat identified in 

Appendix 9.1.4.6; or 

c.  consisting of the vegetation described in Rule 

9.1.2.2.5 NC3 

For clarity: the rule does not apply to customary 

harvesting. 

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems - 

9.1.3.2 

 

 

RD4 Indigenous vegetation clearance on Banks 

Peninsula and the Port Hills outside a Site of 

Ecological Significance, identified in Schedule 

A of Appendix 9.1.4.1, involving the removal of 

any vegetation or habitat identified in Appendix 

9.1.4.6 except to the extent specified in a Farm 

Biodiversity Plan approved by a resource 

consent granted under Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD5 

For clarity: The rule does not apply to customary 

harvesting.  

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems - 

9.1.3.2 

RD5 Indigenous vegetation clearance and livestock 

grazing 

a.  within a Site of Ecological Significance 

identified in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1; 

or 

b.  on Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills outside 

a Site of Ecological Significance, and within 

an area of vegetation or habitat identified in 

Appendix 9.1.4.6;  

to the extent set out in a Farm Biodiversity Plan 

as detailed in Appendix 9.1.4.7.  

Any application arising from this rule shall not 

be publicly notified. 

For clarity:   

a.   Farm Biodiversity Plan - 9.1.3.3 
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- The rule does not apply to indigenous 

vegetation clearance outside a Site of Ecological 

Significance on the Low Plains.   

- The rule does not apply to customary 

harvesting.  

RD6 Any livestock grazing not complying with Rule 

9.1.2.2.1 P2 except to the extent specified in a 

Farm Biodiversity Plan approved by a resource 

consent granted under Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD5   

a. Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems - 

9.1.3.2 

 

 

9.1.2.2.4 Discretionary Activities  

 

There are no discretionary activities. 

 

9.1.2.2.5 Non-complying Activities  

 

The activities listed below are non-complying activities. 

 

Exemptions relating to this rule can be found in Rule 9.1.2.1.6.   

 

Activity 

NC1 Indigenous vegetation clearance in a Site of Ecological Significance identified in Schedule A of 

Appendix 9.1.4.1 except in accordance with a Farm Biodiversity Plan approved by a resource 

consent granted under Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD5 or any permitted activity provided for by Rule 

9.1.2.2.1 P1. 

For clarity: The rule does not apply to customary harvesting.  

NC2 Plantation forestry in a Site of Ecological Significance identified in Schedule A of Appendix 

9.1.4.1 

NC3 On Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, indigenous vegetation clearance involving the clearance 

of: 

i.  Any old-growth podocarp/hardwood forest which contains kahikatea (Dacrycarpus 

dacrydioides), totara (Podocarpus totara, Podocarpus laetus) matai (Prumnopitys taxifolia), 

miro (Prumnopitys ferruginea), kaikawaka (Libocedrus bidwillii) trees or beech forest 

which contains Fuscospora spp trees; or any mature individual trees of these species; or 

ii.  A contiguous area of 0.5ha or more of regenerating podocarp/hardwood forest or beech 

forest or mixed hardwood forest dominated by native trees such as mahoe (Melicytus 

ramiflorus), fivefinger (Pseudopanax arboreus), lemonwood (Pittosporum eugenioides), 

tree fuchsia (Fuchsia excorticata), narrow-leaved lacebark (Hoheria angustifolia), 

ribbonwood (Plagianthus regius), kaikomako (Pennantia corymbosa), kowhai (Sophora 

microphylla), pigeonwood (Hedycarya arborea), ngaio (Myoporum laetum) 

For clarity: The rule does not apply to customary harvesting. 

 

  



 

  
 

 

9.1.3 Matters of Discretion  
 

9.1.3.1 Planting and Customary Harvesting  

a. The extent to which the selected or proposed species are locally appropriate / endemic 

b. The extent to which customary harvesting is sustainable for the habitat and will not result in any long 

term ecological impacts, including on significance values.  

 

9.1.3.2 Indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems 

a. The extent to which the nature, scale, intensity and location of the proposed activity will adversely 

affect indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems taking into account: 

i. any loss of, or effects on, indigenous vegetation or habitats of indigenous fauna, including 

wetlands, ecological corridors and linkages;  

ii. the overall natural character of an area; 

iii. landscape values of an area; 

iv. indigenous ecosystem integrity and function; 

v. cultural values; and 

vi. natural character associated with a water body; and 

vii. where relevant, any assessment of ecological significance, including a Site Significance 

Statement. 

b. Any social, economic, environmental and cultural benefits resulting from the proposed activity 

including the extent to which the activity may protect, maintain or enhance any ecosystems or 

indigenous biodiversity, including through the use of offsetting, covenants and/or restoration and 

enhancement;  

c. The risk of the increase in weed and pest species, and proposed management of pests;  

d. Any relevant objectives and policies of Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage; and 

e. Any locational, technical or operational requirements of the proposed activity and the practicality of 

avoiding indigenous vegetation, including the viability of alternative routes using route, site and 

method selection.  

f. In relation to activities under Rule 9.1.2.2.3 RD4, whether an ecological assessment of the site has been 

undertaken against the criteria for significance included in Appendix 3 of the Canterbury Regional 

Policy Statement.   

 

9.1.3.3 Farm Biodiversity Plans 

a. The extent to which the content of the Farm Biodiversity Plan is consistent with the framework in 

Appendix 9.1.4.7; 

b. The extent to which the nature, scale, intensity and location of the proposed activity/activities will 

adversely affect indigenous biodiversity values, and the planned actions in the Farm Biodiversity Plan to 

avoid, remedy or mitigate these effects;   

c. The extent to which the Farm Biodiversity Plan achieves the overall maintenance and/or enhancement 

of indigenous biodiversity values, including the protection of areas of significant indigenous vegetation 

and significant habitats of indigenous fauna, alongside the maintenance of rural productive values; 

d. Whether the targets and actions in the Farm Biodiversity Plan are appropriate, including timeframes; 



 

  
 

e. The extent to which it is necessary to include regular reviews of progress against the targets and actions 

in the Farm Biodiversity Plan. 

 

 



 

  
 

9.1.4 Appendices  

Appendix 9.1.4.1 Schedule of Sites of Ecological Significance 

Introduction 

This appendix identifies areas that are assessed as ecologically significant and is divided into two schedules: 

- Schedule A Sites of Ecological Significance 

 

This part contains the schedule of Sites of Ecological Significance.  The schedule includes sites are 

identified on public land and following collaboration where private landowners have agreed to the 

inclusion of the site on the schedule.   

 

This schedule is not a comprehensive list of Sites of Ecological Significance within the District.  

There are a number of sites known to meet the ecological significance criteria which are not 

included, including, but not limited to, those sites identified in Schedule B of Appendix 9.1.4.1 (Sites 

of Ecological Significance on private land that require further collaboration with land owners).  This 

schedule will be updated by way of future plan changes new sites are identified and assessed in 

collaboration with landowners. 

- Schedule B Information only - Sites of ecological significance on private land that require further 

collaboration with landowners 

 

This schedule identifies ecologically significant areas that have been identified and assessed 

however the Council has not completed the collaborative process with landowners.  The Council 

intends to continue discussions with these landowners about what ecological values exist on their 

property and the management of these values.  It is intended that as the collaborative process is 

completed sites will be added to the schedule in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1 by way of future 

plan changes. 

 

Areas identified in Schedule B are for information purposes only and for the purposes of the rules 

are not subject to the rules relating to Sites of Ecological Significance.  However for sites on Banks 

Peninsula and the Port Hills, the rules applying to indigenous vegetation clearance outside of Sites of 

Ecological Significance in Rules 9.1.2.2.1 to 9.1.2.2.5 will apply.   

 

Sites of Ecological Significance identified in Schedule A and Schedule B with a notation of (part) indicates 

an ecologically significant area that has been identified and assessed however part of the Site of Ecological 

Significance occurs on private land and the collaborative process with the landowner has not been 

completed.  These sites appear in both schedules. 

  



 

  
 

Schedule A:  Sites of Ecological Significance 

1.  Low Plains  

ID. No Planning Map 

Number 

Name and/or Description Location  Ecological 

District 

SES/LP/1 21 Waimakariri Reserves Dry 

Plains Grasslands Lease Land 

McLeans Island Low Plains 

SES/LP/2 20, 26 Travis Wetland Parklands Low Plains 

SES/LP/3 

(part) 

25, 26 No 2 and Old No 2 Drain Between QE2 Drive and 

Horseshoe Lake Reserve 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/4 31 Riccarton Bush Riccarton Low Plains 

SES/LP/5 2, 6 Brooklands Lagoon Brooklands Low Plains 

SES/LP/6 

(part) 

13, 2, 20, 26, 27, 

34, 41, 48, 6 

Christchurch Coastal Strip Southshore Spit to Waimakariri 

River mouth 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/7 17, 18 Roto Kohatu Lakes Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/8 25, 26 Horseshoe Lake Reserve Burwood Low Plains 

SES/LP/9 24, 31 Jellie Park Pond Burnside Low Plains 

SES/LP/10 44 Westlake Reserve Ponds Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/11 1, 2, 5 Lower Waimakariri River Tidal 

Reaches 

Kainga Low Plains 

SES/LP/12 10, 11, 4 Sanctuary Wetland  Belfast/Waimakariri River Low Plains 

SES/LP/13 10, 11, 14, 3, 4, 

5, 7, 8, 9 

Waimakariri River Braided 

River 

North Christchurch territorial 

boundary 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/14 33, 34, 40, 41, 

47, 48 

Avon Heathcote Estuary / Ihutai 

and environs 

The Estuary Low Plains 

SES/LP/15 29, 36 Templeton Golf Course & 

Ruapuna Speedway 

Templeton Low Plains 

SES/LP/16 

(part) 

16, 22 Conservators Road Dry Plains 

Grassland 

Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/17 

 

21 Chattertons Road Dry Plains 

Grassland 

Yaldhurst Low Plains 

SES/LP/18 21, 22 School Road Dry Plains 

Grassland 

Yaldhurst Low Plains 

SES/LP/19 4, 5 Dickeys Road Wetland Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/20 2 Styx River Mouth Wetlands Brooklands Low Plains 

SES/LP/21 5 Otukaikino Reserve Wetland Chaneys Low Plains 

SES/LP/22 44 Wilmers Road Dry Grasslands Hornby Low Plains 

SES/LP/23 

(part) 

12, 13, 18, 19, 2, 

6 

Styx River Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/24 

(part) 

25, 26, 30, 31, 

32, 33, 38, 39 

Avon River / Otakaro and 

Tributaries  

The Avon and main tributaries Low Plains 

SES/LP/25 37, 38, 39, 40, 

44, 45, 46, 47 

Heathcote River and Tributaries The Heathcote and main 

tributaries. 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/26 

(part) 

10, 11, 12, 17, 

18, 4, 5 

Otukaikino River and Tributary 

Waterways 

Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/27 18 Smacks Creek Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/28 

(part) 

12, 19 Kaputone Creek Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/29 

(part) 

49 Knights and Nottingham 

Streams 

Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/30 19 Horners Drain and Rhodes Drain Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/31 13 Sheppards Stream Marshland Low Plains 

SES/LP/32 10, 11 Isaacs Carr Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/33 15, 21 Christchurch Gun Club Dry 

Plains Grassland 

Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/34 8 McLeans Island Kanuka Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/37 5 Chaneys/Kainga Wetland Brooklands Low Plains 

SES/LP/38 

(part) 

49 Creamery Ponds Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/40 5 Main North Road Ephemeral 

Pond 

Bridgend Low Plains 



 

  
 

ID. No Planning Map 

Number 

Name and/or Description Location  Ecological 

District 

SES/LP/41 16 McLeans Island Road Dry 

Grassland 

Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/43 24 Papanui Stream Papanui Low Plains 

SES/LP/44 

(part) 

18 Cavendish Drain Redwood Low Plains 

SES/LP/45 16, 17 Peacock Springs Harewood Low Plains 

  



 

  
 

2.  Banks Peninsula and Port Hills  

ID. No Planning Map 

Number 

Name and/or Description Location  Ecological 

District 

SES/A/8 

(part) 

R8 Tumbledown Bay Dunes Te Oka Road, Southern 

Bays 

Akaroa 

SES/A/12 71, 72, R5 Le Bons Estuary Le Bons Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/13 

(part) 

68, R2, R5 Okains Estuary Okains Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/14 

(part) 

R4 Okuti Valley Okuti Valley Road, Little 

River 

Akaroa 

SES/A/15 

(part) 

R2 Raupo Bay Chorlton Akaroa 

SES/A/18 

(part) 

R5 Goughs Bay Goughs Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/20 

(part) 

75, R8 Wainui / Carews Peak Wainui Akaroa 

SES/A/24 

(part) 

R5 

Otepatotu 

Lavericks Peak, Summit 

Road  

Akaroa 

SES/A/26 

(part) 

74, R4 

Saddle Hill  

Above Okuti Valley Akaroa 

SES/H/3 

(part) 

R2, R4 Hay Reserve Pigeon Bay Herbert 

SES/H/6 

(part) 

78, R4, R8 Lake Forsyth / Wairewa Little River Herbert 

SES/H/9 

(part) 

R1 Upper Port Levy Miro Port Levy Saddle Herbert 

SES/H/11 

(part) 

R2 Holloway Conservation Reserve and 

Goodwin Reserve] 

Starvation Gully Road, 

Pigeon Bay 

Herbert 

SES/H/14 

(part) 

78, R4, R8 Birdlings Flat Shrublands Poranui Beach Road, 

Birdlings Flat 

Herbert 

SES/H/16 

(part) 

R3 Lower Kaituna River Kaituna Valley Herbert 

SES/H/17 

(part) 

R4 Kaituna Spur Kaituna Valley Herbert 

SES/H/24 

(part) 

R4 Waipuna Saddle Western Valley Road, 

Little River 

Herbert 

SES/H/28 

(part) 

R1 Mt Bradley Mt Bradley Herbert 

SES/E/1 

(part) 

R3, R6, R7 Lake Ellesmere/Te Waihora and 

Margins 

Lake Ellesmere/Te 

Waihora 

Ellesmere 

SES/E/2 

(part) 

78, R3, R4, R6, 

R7 

Kaitorete Spit  Kaitorete Spit Ellesmere 

 

 

  



 

  
 

 

Schedule B:  Information only - Sites of ecological significance on private land that require 

further collaboration with landowners  

 

ID. No Planning Map 

Number 

Name and/or Description Location  Ecological 

District 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/3 

(part) 

25, 26 No 2 and Old No 2 Drain Between QE2 Drive 

and Horseshoe Lake 

Reserve 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/6 

(part) 

13, 2, 20, 26, 27, 

34, 41, 48, 6 

Christchurch Coastal Strip Southshore Spit to 

Waimakariri River 

mouth 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/14 

(part) 

33, 34, 40, 41, 47, 

48 

Avon Heathcote Estuary / Ihutai 

and environs 

The Estuary Low Plains 

SES/LP/16 

(part) 

16, 22 Conservators Road Dry Plains 

Grassland 

Harewood Low Plains 

SES/LP/23 

(part) 

12, 13, 18, 19, 2, 6 Styx River Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/24 

(part) 

25, 26, 30, 31, 32, 

33, 38, 39 

Avon River / Otakaro and 

Tributaries  

The Avon and main 

tributaries 

Low Plains 

SES/LP/26 

(part) 

10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 

4, 5 

Otukaikino River and Tributary 

Waterways 

Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/28 

(part) 

12, 19 Kaputone Creek Belfast Low Plains 

SES/LP/29 

(part) 

49 Knights and Nottingham Streams Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/35 2 Kainga Road Saltmeadow Brooklands Low Plains 

SES/LP/36 12 Lower Styx Road Ephemeral 

Ponding 

Marshland Low Plains 

SES/LP/38 

(part) 

49 Creamery Ponds Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/39 

 

50 Cashmere Road Ephemeral Pond Halswell Low Plains 

SES/LP/44 

(part) 

18 Cavendish Drain Redwood Low Plains 

Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills 

SES/A/1 R4 French Farm Wetland  Upper catchment of 

French Farm 

Akaroa 

SES/A/2 73, R4 Wainui Pass Wetland Upper catchment of 

French Farm 

Akaroa 

SES/A/3 69, R4 Breitmeyers  Little River Akaroa 

SES/A/4 R5 Cloud Farm Summit Road, Akaroa Akaroa 

SES/A/5 66, R2 Decanter Headland Little Akaloa Akaroa 

SES/A/6 R2 North West Okains Bay Okains Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/7 72, R5 Steep Head  Le Bons Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/8 

(part) 

R8 Tumbledown Bay Dunes Te Oka Road, 

Southern Bays 

Akaroa 

SES/A/9 R4, R8 Hikuraki Bay Valley Off Bossu Road, 

Southern Bays 

Akaroa 

SES/A/10 73, R4 Barrys Bay Kahikatea Akaroa Road, Barrys 

Bay 

Akaroa 

SES/A/11 R4 Kinloch South-east Lake 

Forsyth, Little River 

Akaroa 

SES/A/13 

 (part) 

68, R2, R5 Okains Estuary Okains Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/14 

 (part) 

R4 Okuti Valley Okuti Valley Road, 

Little River 

Akaroa 



 

  
 

SES/A/15 

 (part) 

R2 Raupo Bay Chorlton Akaroa 

SES/A/16 R2, R5 View Hill Above Chorlton Akaroa 

SES/A/17 R9 Stony Bay Sooty Shearwater 

Colony 

Sea cliffs south of 

Stony Bay 

Akaroa 

SES/A/18 

(part) 

R5 Goughs Bay Goughs Bay Akaroa 

SES/A/20 

 (part) 

75, R8 Wainui / Carews Peak Wainui Akaroa 

SES/A/21 R5 Grehan Valley Above Akaroa Akaroa 

SES/A/22 R9 Lighthouse Road Coastal Slopes Akaroa Head Akaroa 

SES/A/23 78, R4 

Oashore 

South of Lake 

Forsyth, Little River 

Akaroa 

SES/A/24 

 (part) 

R5 

Otepatotu 

Lavericks Peak, 

Summit Road  

Akaroa 

SES/A/26 

 (part) 

74, R4 

Saddle Hill  

Above Okuti Valley Akaroa 

SES/A/27 R2 Stony Beach Chorlton Akaroa 

SES/A/28 R5 Paua Bay Valley  Paua Bay Road, 

Akaroa 

Akaroa 

SES/H/1 67, R4 Cotters Bush Pigeon Bay Herbert 

SES/H/2 66, R2 Decanter Bay Valley Decanter Bay Herbert 

SES/H/3 R2, R4 Hay Reserve Pigeon Bay Herbert 

SES/H/4 R2 Menzies Bay Menzies Bay Herbert 

SES/H/5 67, R4 Pigeon Bay Road Bush Pigeon Bay Road Herbert 

SES/H/6 

 (part) 

78, R4, R8 Lake Forsyth / Wairewa Little River Herbert 

SES/H/7 R4 Pigeon Bay Turnoff Summit Road/Middle 

Road, Pigeon Bay 

Herbert 

SES/H/8 R1 Purau Valley Head Off Purau Port Levy 

Road 

Herbert 

SES/H/9 

 (part) 

R1 Upper Port Levy Miro Port Levy Saddle Herbert 

SES/H/10 R1 Upper Port Levy Port Levy Saddle Herbert 

SES/H/11 

 (part) 

R2 Holloway Conservation Reserve 

and Goodwin Reserve  

Starvation Gully 

Road, Pigeon Bay 

Herbert 

SES/H/12 60, 61, 63, R1 Head of the Harbour Teddington Herbert 

SES/H/13 R1, R4 Howdens North of Mt 

Fitzgerald 

Herbert 

SES/H/14 

 (part) 

78, R4, R8 Birdlings Flat Shrublands Poranui Beach Road, 

Birdlings Flat 

Herbert 

SES/H/15 R4 Prices Valley QEII Covenant and 

Environs 

Prices Valley Herbert 

SES/H/16 

 (part) 

R3 Lower Kaituna River Kaituna Valley Herbert 

SES/H/17 

 (part) 

R4 Kaituna Spur Kaituna Valley Herbert 

SES/H/18 78, R4 Lake Forsyth North Side Christchurch Akaroa 

Road, Little River 

Herbert 

SES/H/19 R4 Lathams Little River Herbert 

SES/H/20 R4 Western Slopes of Mid Prices 

Valley 

Prices Valley Herbert 

SES/H/21 60, R1 Mansons Peninsula  Lyttelton Harbour Herbert 

SES/H/22 61, 63, R1 Mt Herbert Spur and Orton 

Bradley Park 

Above Charteris Bay Herbert 

SES/H/23 R4 

Okana Valley, Kaituna  

Off Kaituna Valley, 

Little River 

Herbert 

SES/H/24 

 (part) 

R4 Waipuna Saddle Western Valley Road, 

Little River 

Herbert 

SES/H/25 R2 Whiskey Gully Pigeon Bay Herbert 

SES/H/26 R1, R2 Wild Cattle Hill and Maori Gully Between Pigeon Bay 

and Port Levy 

Herbert 



 

  
 

SES/H/27 R2 Northern Side of Holmes Bay Pigeon Bay Herbert 

SES/H/28 

 (part) 

R1 Mt Bradley Mt Bradley Herbert 

SES/H/29 62, R1 Mt Evans Between Purau Bay 

and Port Levy 

Herbert 

SES/E/1 

(part) 

R3, R6, R7 Lake Ellesmere/Te Waihora and 

Margins 

Lake Ellesmere/Te 

Waihora 

Ellesmere 

SES/E/2 

 (part) 
78, R3, R4, R6, R7 Kaitorete Spit  Kaitorete Spit Ellesmere 

SES/PH/1 60, R1 Lion Rock Summit Road, 

Allandale, Governors 

Bay  

Port Hills 

 

 



 

  
 

Appendix 9.1.4.2 - Schedule Reference Map - Sites of Ecological Significance (Christchurch City)  

 



 

  
 

Appendix 9.1.4.3 - Schedule Reference Map - Sites of Ecological Significance (Banks Peninsula and Port Hills) 

 



 

  
 

Appendix 9.1.4.4 - Ecological Districts Map 



 

  
 

Appendix 9.1.4.5 - Framework for Biodiversity Offsetting  

Introduction  

The following sets out a framework for the use of biodiversity offsets.  Any offset is to be consistent with 

this framework, and reflect good practice in biodiversity offsetting.  It should be read in conjunction with 

The New Zealand Government Guidance on Good Practice Biodiversity Offsetting in New Zealand. August 

2014 (or any successor document).  

Biodiversity Offsetting Framework 

1. Restoration, enhancement and protection actions will only be considered a biodiversity offset where 

they are used to offset the anticipated residual effects of activities after appropriate avoidance, 

minimisation, remediation and mitigation actions have occurred as per Policy 9.1.1.1.5, i.e. not in 

situations where they are used to mitigate the adverse effects of activities.  

 

2. A proposed biodiversity offset will contain an explicit loss and gain calculation and should 

demonstrate the manner in which no net loss and preferably a net gain in biodiversity can be 

achieved on the ground.  

 

3. A biodiversity offset will recognise the limits to offsets due to irreplaceable and vulnerable 

biodiversity (including effects that must be avoided under Policy 11(a) of the New Zealand Coastal 

Policy Statement 2010), and its design and implementation will include provisions for addressing 

sources of uncertainty and risk of failure the delivery of no net loss.  

 

4. Restoration, enhancement and protection actions undertaken as a biodiversity offset are 

demonstrably additional to what otherwise would occur, including that they are additional to any 

remediation or mitigation undertaken in relation to the adverse effects of the activity. 

 

5. Offset actions will be undertaken as close as possible to the location of development, and with 

priority for within the same Ecological District. 

 

X. Offset actions will prioritise protection and enhancement of existing areas of biodiversity where 

those actions produce additional biodiversity gains commensurate with the biodiversity values lost.   

 

6. The values to be lost through the activity to which the offset applies are counterbalanced by the 

proposed offsetting activity which is at least commensurate with the residual adverse effects on 

indigenous biodiversity, so that the overall result is no net loss, and preferably a net gain in 

ecological values.  

 

7. The offset will be applied so that the ecological values being achieved through the offset are the 

same or similar to those being lost unless an alternative ecosystem or habitat will provide a net gain 

for indigenous biodiversity, and the values lost are not irreplaceable or highly vulnerable.  

 

8. There is a strong likelihood that the positive ecological outcomes of the offset last at least as long as 

the impact of the activity, and in perpetuity.  Adaptive management responses should be 

incorporated into the design of the offset, as required to ensure that the positive ecological outcomes 

are maintained over time.  

 

9. The biodiversity offset will be designed and implemented in a landscape context – i.e. with an 

understanding of both the donor and recipient sites role, or potential role in the ecological context of 

the area.  

 

10. Any application will identify the intention to utilise an offset, and include a biodiversity offset 

management plan that:  



 

  
 

a. sets out baseline information on indigenous biodiversity that is potentially impacted by the 

proposal at both the donor and recipient sites; 

b. demonstrates how the requirements of the framework set out in this appendix will be 

addressed; and 

c. identifies the monitoring approach that will be used to demonstrate how the matters set out 

in this appendix have been addressed, over an appropriate timeframe. 

  



 

  
 

 

 

Appendix 9.1.4.6 - Indigenous vegetation on Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills, outside of Sites of 

Ecological Significance identified in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1   

Table 1. Indigenous vegetation on Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills 

Ecosys

tem 

Catego

ry 

Vegetation and habitat (species) Occupyi

ng a 

contiguo

us area 

of: 

(hectares

) 

Canopy 

cover (%) 

of: 

Height 

(metre) of 

any 

individual 

plants 

Link to factsheet with 

example of vegetation 

type 

a. 

Indige

nous 

trees 

and 

forest 

i.  Mature and regenerating kanuka 

(Kunzea robusta) forest in the Port 

Hills Ecological District 

0.25 ha 

or greater 

in area 

N/A Any 

individual 

kanuka plants 

are 2m or 

greater in 

height 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_7644.pdf 

ii. Mature and regenerating kanuka 

(Kunzea robusta) forest in the 

Herbert, Akaroa or Ellesmere 

Ecological Districts 

0.5 ha or 

greater 

in area 

N/A Any 

individual 

kanuka plants 

are 3m or 

greater in 

height 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_7644.pdf 

iii.  Lower altitude mixed scrub – in 

which mature specimens of any of 

the following genera form the 

dominant cover:  

Olearia:   

- Olearia arborescens  

- Mountain akeake 

(Olearia avicenniifolia) 

- Olearia bullata  

- Olearia fimbriata 

- Fragrant tree daisy 

(Olearia fragrantissima) 

- Mountain holly, hakeke 

(Olearia ilicifolia) 

- Olearia nummulariifolia 

- Akiraho (Olearia 

paniculata)  

Hebe 

- Hebe odora 

- Koromiko (Hebe 

salicifolia) 

- Banks Peninsula hebe 

(Hebe strictissima)  

Pseudopanax 

- fivefinger, 

whauwhaupaku 

(Pseudopanax arboreus) 

- mountain fivefinger, 

orihou (Pseudopanax 

colensoi) 

- lancewood, horoeka 

(Pseudopanax 

crassifolius) 

- fierce lancewood   

(Pseudopanax ferox) 

0.5ha or 

greater 

in area 

N/A N/A Olearia arborescens - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1043.pdf 

 

Mountain akeake  - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1044.pdf  

 

Olearia bullata - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1045.pdf 

 

Olearia fimbriata 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_137.pdf 

 

Fragrant tree daisy - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_293.pdf 

 

Mountain holly, hakeke  

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1051.pdf 

 

Olearia nummulariifolia -

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1055.pdf 

 

Akiraho  - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1058.pdf 



 

  
 

Fuchsia 

- fuchsia, kotukutuku 

(Fuchsia excorticate) 

- climbing fuchsia 

(Fuchsia perscandens) 

Griselinia,  

- broadleaf, kapuka 

(Griselinia littoralis) 

- shining broadleaf, puka 

(Griselinia lucida) 

 

Pseudowintera  

- horopito, pepperwood 

(Pseudowintera colorata) 

and  

Coprosma  

- thin-leaved Coprosma 

(Coprosma areolata)   

- mikimiki (Coprosma 

ciliata, Coprosma 

crassifolia, Coprosma 

dumosa, Coprosma 

propinqua, Coprosma 

rhamnoides, Coprosma 

rigida, Coprosma rubra, 

Coprosma virescens, 

Coprosma wallii) 

- yellow wood (Coprosma 

linariifolia)  

- karamu (Coprosma 

lucida, Coprosma 

robusta)  

- round-leaved mikimiki 

(Coprosma rotundifolia)  

- Coprosma rugosa  

 
 

 

fivefinger, 

whauwhaupaku -

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1194.pdf 

mountain fivefinger, 

orihou -

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1195.pdf 

lancewood, horoeka -

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1196.pdf  

 

fierce lancewood -

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_307.pdf 

 

fuchsia, kotukutuku 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1901.pd

f 

 

climbing fuchsia

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1902.pd

f 

 

broadleaf, kapuka

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1957.pd

f 

 

shining broadleaf, puka

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1958.pd

f 

 

horopito, pepperwood

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1201.pd

f 

 

thin-leaved Coprosma 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1701.pd

f 

 

mikimiki

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1706.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1708.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_2322.pd

f 



 

  
 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1728.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1731.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1732.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1735.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1741.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_159.pdf 

 

yellow wood

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1718.pd

f 

 

karamu

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1719.pd

f 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1733.pd

f 

 

round-leaved mikimiki

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1734.pd

f 

 

 

 Comprosma rugosa 

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/

NZPCN_Species_1736.pd

f 

 

 

iv.  Subalpine mixed scrub with 

generally continuous canopy of 

native species in which mature 

specimens of any of the following 

genera form the dominant cover: 

Dracophyllum, Olearia, Hebe 

N/A N/A N/A  

v.  Lower altitude small-leaved 

shrubland dominated by small-

leaved Coprosma species, scrub 

pohuehue (Muehlenbeckia 

complexa), Helichrysum 

lanceolatum, porcupine shrub 

(Melicytus alpinus), common 

broom (Carmichaelia australis) 

and/or matagouri (Discaria 

0.1 ha or 

greater in 

area 

All native 

shrub 

species 

exceeds 

15%. 

N/A Scrub pohuehue - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_991.pdf 

 

Porcupine shrub - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_968.pdf 

 



 

  
 

toumatou) Common broom - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1596.pdf 

 

Matagouri - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1795.pdf 

Helichrysum lanceolatum 

- 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_809.pdf 

 

b.  

Indige

nous 

tussoc

k 

grassl

and 

i.  Tall tussockland and/or tall tussock 

shrubland with native snow 

tussock (Chionochloa) and/or 

Dracophyllum; 

 

N/A N/A N/A Native snow tussock - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_1671.pdf 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_1658.pdf 

Dracophyllum acerosum - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_1799.pdf 

 

ii.  Short tussockland with native 

fescue/hard tussock (Festuca 

novae-zelandiae) and native inter-

tussock species; 

N/A The 

contiguous 

area of 

specified 

species 

accounts 

for 20% or 

more of 

canopy 

cover 

N/A Hard tussock - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/

c/flora/factsheets/NZPCN

_Species_1893.pdf 

iii.   Short tussockland with native 

silver tussock (Poa cita) and 

native inter-tussock species  

A 

contiguo

us area of 

over 

1.0ha 

The 

contiguous 

area of 

specified 

species 

accounts 

for 30% or 

more of 

canopy 

cover. 

N/A Silver tussock - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_1155.pdf 

c. 

Indige

nous 

coastal 

vegetat

ion  

i.  Coastal shrubland communities; 

ii.  Scattered (low density) indigenous 

tussock, shrubs, rushes, vines, 

herbs, grasses and mosses among 

predominantly exotic grasslands, 

and cushionfields, mossfields and 

stonefields on Kaitorete Spit 

 

N/A N/A N/A  

d. 

Indige

nous 

wetlan

d 

vegetat

ion  

i.  Naturally occurring freshwater 

marsh, fen, swamp, seepage, flush 

and aquatic vegetation, including 

closely associated riparian 

vegetation, in which native species 

of the following genera are present: 

raupo (Typha), toetoe (Cortaderia), 

flax (Phormium), sedges (Carex), 

spike rush (Eleocharis), pond weed 

(Potamogeton), sphagnum moss 

(Sphagnum), bog rush (Schoenus); 

N/A N/A N/A Raupo - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2279.pdf 

Toetoe - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_1758.pdf 

Flax - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2219.pdf 



 

  
 

pygmy clubrush (Isolepis basilaris), 

slender clubrush (Isolepis cernua), 

Isolepis distigmatosa, Isolepis 

Habra, Isolepis pottsii 

Spike rush - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2120.pdf 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2121.pdf 

Pondweed - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2225.pdf 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2226.pdf 

Bog rush - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_802.pdf 

 

Pygmy clubrush

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/N

ZPCN_Species_129.pdf 

 

Slender clubrush

 http://www.nzpcn

.org.nz/c/flora/factsheets/N

ZPCN_Species_2166.pdf 

Isolepis distigmatosa-

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_2167.pdf 

 

Isolepis Habra-

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_862.pdf 

 

Isolepis inundata-

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_799.pdf 

 

Isolepis pottsii-

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/c/

flora/factsheets/NZPCN_Sp

ecies_863.pdf 

 

 

ii.  Saltmarsh vegetation in which any 

of the following native species are 

present: seagrass (Zostera), 

saltmarsh ribbonwood 

(Plagianthus divaricatus), sea 

rush (Juncus kraussii), jointed 

rush (Apodasmia similis), 

remuremu (Selliera radicans), sea 

primrose (Samolus repens), 

glasswort (Sarcocornia 

quinqueflora), native musk 

(Thyridia repens), salt grass 

(Puccinellia spp), Schoenoplectus 

spp;  

 

N/A N/A N/A Seagrass - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2335.pdf 

Saltmarsh ribbonwood - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_1141.pdf 

Sea rush - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2172.pdf 

Jointed rush - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2052.pdf 

Remuremu - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC



 

  
 

N_Species_2255.pdf 

Sea primrose - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_1280.pdf 

Glasswort - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2247.pdf 

Native musk - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_286.pdf 

Saltgrass (Puccinellia 

spp.) - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2234.pdf 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_651.pdf 

Schoenoplectus spp. - 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2251.pdf 

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz

/c/flora/factsheets/NZPC

N_Species_2252.pdf 

e.  

Natura

lly 

uncom

mon 

ecosyst

em 

i.  Indigenous vegetation in a 

naturally uncommon ecosystem as 

identified in Table 2; 

N/A N/A N/A Refer to Table 2 

f.  

Threat

ened 

indige

nous 

species 

i.  An area of vegetation which 

provides habitat for an indigenous 

species that is threatened, at risk 

or uncommon, nationally or 

within the relevant ecological 

district or that is endemic to the 

Canterbury Region 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

  



 

  
 

 

Table 2. Naturally Uncommon Ecosystems  

Tentative common 

name 

Vegetation structure Link to information sheet that describes 

the ecosystem 

Coastal ecosystems 

Active sand dunes Grassland, sedgeland, open land http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/factshe

ets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/active-sand-dunes 

Dune deflation 

hollows 

Open land http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/factshe

ets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/dune-deflation-hollows 

Shell barrier beaches Grassland, herfield http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/factshe

ets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/shell-barrier-beaches-

chenier-plains 

Coastal turfs Open land, herbfield http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/factshe

ets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/coastal-turfs 

Stony beach ridges Scrub, shrubland, open land http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/stony-beach-

ridges 

Shingle beaches Open land http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/shingle-beaches 

Stable sand dunes Shrubland, grassland, 

tussockland, herbfield , open land 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/stable-sand-

dunes 

Coastal rock stacks  Open land, herbfield, lichenfield, 

shrubland 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/coastal-rock-

stacks 

Basic coastal cliffs Open land, lichenfield, herbfield, 

scrub, shrubland, tussockland 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/coastal/coastal-cliffs-of-

basic-rocks 

Inland and Alpine ecosystems 

Volcanic 

boulderfields 

Forest, scrub http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/inland-and-

alpine/volcanic-boulderfields 

Basic cliffs, scarps 

and tors 

Open land, herbfield, tussockland, 

shrubland 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/inland-and-alpine/basic-

cliffs-scarps-and-tors 

Inland sand dunes Open land, scrub, tussockland, 

herbfield 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/inland-and-

alpine/inland-sand-dunes 

Inland outwash 

gravels 

Open land, herbfield, treeland http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/inland-and-

alpine/inland-outwash-gravels 

Braided riverbeds Open land, herbfield http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/inland-and-

alpine/braided-riverbeds 

Induced by native vertebrates 

Seabird guano 

deposits 

Open land, herbfield http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/induced-by-native-

vertebrates/seabird-guano-deposits 

Seabird burrowed 

soils 

Open land to forest http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/induced-by-native-

vertebrates/seabird-burrowed-soils 

Marine mammal 

haulouts 

Open land to forest http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/induced-by-native-

vertebrates/marine-mammal-rookeries-and-

haulouts 
 

Wetlands 

Lake margins Open land, herbfield, rushland http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/wetlands/lake-margins 
 



 

  
 

Tentative common 

name 

Vegetation structure Link to information sheet that describes 

the ecosystem 

Dune slacks Herbfield, open land http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/wetlands/dune-slacks 
 

Estuaries Open land, sedgeland, rushland, 

reedland, herbfield, shrubland, 

scrub 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/wetlands/estuaries 
 

Lagoons Open land, sedgeland, rushland, 

reedland, herbfield, shrubland, 

scrub 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/wetlands/lagoons 
 

Seepage and flushes Sedgeland, cushionfield, 

mossfield, scrub 

http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/publications/fa

ctsheets/rare-ecosystems/wetlands/seepages-and-

flushes 
 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

Appendix 9.1.4.7 Farm Biodiversity Plan framework 

Introduction 

A Farm Biodiversity Plan, which may sit within an existing Farm Environment Plan (FEP), is a tool to 

assist landowner/land managers in managing and protecting indigenous biodiversity values on their 

property while recognising that areas of significant ecological value may also form an integral part of 

a productive farmed property.   

A Farm Biodiversity Plan will take into consideration the recommendations contained in a Site 

Significance Statement/ecologist's report undertaken for any Site of Ecological Significance (SES) or 

any other areas of indigenous biodiversity on the property.   

The purpose of a Farm Biodiversity Plan is to achieve maintenance and over time, enhancement, of 

indigenous biodiversity on the property alongside the ability maintain rural productive activities to 

achieve the objectives and policies in 9.1.1, particularly Policy 9.1.1.1.XB (Farm Biodiversity Plans).  

 
Development of a Farm Biodiversity Plan 

A Farm Biodiversity Plan is developed through a collaborative process between the Council and the 

landowner/land manager.   

The Council will work with landowners/land manager in developing a Farm Biodiversity Plan and 

will provide a suitably qualified ecological expert to identify and assess the indigenous biodiversity 

values of the farmed property, and to provide ecological advice on management of those values.  

Advice may also be provided from an appropriately qualified person who has expertise in land/farm 

management, where appropriate.   

The development of a Farm Biodiversity Plan provides the best opportunity for the landowner/land 

manager and Council to discuss and resolve any matters prior to it being lodged as part of an 

application for resource consent.  

Framework 

The following sets out the framework for development of a Farm Biodiversity Plan.   

1.  A Farm Biodiversity Plan can be provided in one of the following formats: 

a. as a separate stand-alone Farm Biodiversity Plan; or  

b. as an additional section to a farm environment plan prepared according to an industry 

template such as the Beef and Lamb New Zealand Canterbury Farm Environment Plan or a 

plan prepared to meet Schedule 7 of the Canterbury Land and Water Regional Plan.   

 

Where an industry farm environment plan template is used, the Council is only concerned 

with the sections of the farm environment plan that address the matters outlined in the 

framework below. 

 

2.  A Farm Biodiversity Plan can apply to: 

a. a plan prepared for an individual allotment or aggregation of allotments managed as a single 

farm property; or 

b. a plan prepared for a collective of farm properties that form a catchment.   

 

3.  The Farm Biodiversity Plan should contain as a minimum:  



 

  
 

i. Description of the property/catchment and its features: 

a. Physical address;  

b. Description of the ownership and name of a contact person;  

c. Legal description of the land. 

d. A map(s) or aerial photograph at a scale that clearly shows, where relevant: 

i. The boundaries of the farm property or allotments managed as a 

single farm;  

ii. The boundaries of the main land management units on the property 

or within the property; 

iii. The location of all water bodies, including riparian vegetation; 

iv. Constructed features including buildings, tracks and any fencing to 

protect biodiversity values (including around riparian areas); 

v. The location of any areas within or adjoining the property that have 

been identified as a Site of Ecological Significance or are legally 

protected by way of covenant; 

vi. The location of any other areas within the property that may have 

ecologically significant values; 

vii. Areas of improved pasture;  

viii. Areas of retired land; and 

ix. Location of any proposed developments, including new tracks or 

buildings and areas to be cleared. 

 

ii. Description of existing ecological values:   

The purpose of this section is to describe the indigenous biodiversity values of the 

property/catchment to understand what the values are and any threats or risks to these 

values.  This will inform how these values are to be managed to achieve the overall 

goal(s) of maintenance, and over time, enhancement, of indigenous biodiversity on 

the property/catchment.   

a. Assess existing ecological values against the criteria for significance 

contained in Appendix 3 of the Canterbury Regional Policy Statement and 

identify any areas or ecological values that may warrant protection.  Where 

the property contains one or more Sites of Ecological Significance, the Site 

Significance Statement(s) can provide this information.  This assessment 

must be completed by a suitable qualified ecological expert.   

b. Describe historic and current activities to protect or enhance ecological 

values.   

c. Describe any current or future threats and risks to existing ecological values.  

A map or photos may be useful.  

 

iii. Land management:   

The purpose of this section is to understand how the land, including any Sites of 

Ecological Significance, has been managed, what the future management will be and 

how this will affect the indigenous biodiversity values. 

a. Describe historic and current land use management, including stocking 

policy, water supply, grazing regimes, improved pasture, biodiversity 

management, where relevant;  

b. Describe any proposed land use management or activities to be undertaken 

that would require the clearance or disturbance of indigenous biodiversity 

and the time frames over which these activities are proposed to occur.  Such 

activities may include construction of new farm tracks or buildings, 



 

  
 

intensification of land use, vegetation clearance of previously undisturbed 

areas, earthworks or cultivation; 

c. Describe any potential adverse effects of the proposed activities described 

above on areas of indigenous biodiversity, including any Site of Ecological 

Significance. 

 

iv. Biodiversity management: 

The purpose of this section is to establish the targets that can be used to measure 

progress towards achieving the overall goal of maintaining and over time, enhancing 

indigenous biodiversity values on the property.   

a. List measurable targets, which can be general or specific.  Some examples 

of targets include: 

 grazing pressure and stock rotation is managed to maintain and enhance 

indigenous biodiversity values; 

 fencing is considered on areas where grazing has not occurred in the past 

and on areas where significant indigenous biodiversity gains could be 

made from the exclusion of grazing stock; and 

 weed and pest control is prioritised to maximise indigenous biodiversity 

values.   

 

v. Action Plan:   

The purpose of this section is to explain how the targets set out in the Farm 

Biodiversity Plan will be achieved by actions on the ground, including any measures 

to assess progress.  A useful starting point is the management recommendations in the 

Site Significance Statement for any Site of Ecological Significance on the property, 

where this has been completed, although more specific actions may be necessary. 

a. Describe the actions needed to achieve each targets, how each action will be 

achieved, over what timeframe, and any methods to assess progress.  This 

should include how existing areas of indigenous vegetation and habitat will 

be managed to protect and maintain the values, including:  

 fencing areas for protection;  

 weed and pest control; 

 restoration or enhancement planting; and  

 stock removal or management of stock grazing levels to aid the 

regeneration of natural indigenous vegetation in appropriate areas.   

 

vi.  Reporting on actions  

The Council will review progress against the actions contained in the Farm 

Biodiversity Plan on a regular basis to ensure that the actions continue to be relevant 

to managing indigenous biodiversity values on the property in accordance with the 

Farm Biodiversity Plan.   

Regular reviews will be a condition of consent associated with the Farm Biodiversity 

Plan.  Frequency of progress reviews will be determined as part of assessing the 

resource consent and will depend on activities proposed, indigenous biodiversity 

values on the property, the duration of the resource consent, and will be informed by 

on-going dialogue with the landowner.    

A progress review may include: 

a. A site visit to view actions taken and results achieved;   



 

  
 

b. A request that the landowner provide a report on actions taken and results 

achieved. 



 

 
 

9.2 Landscapes and Natural Character  
 

Blue text Chapter 9.2 text (clean) as filed with the Council’s Closing Legal Submissions on 

Topic 9.2 on 29 March 2016 

Highlighted grey 

black text or blue 

text 

Where the Decision text (black text) or Proposal text (blue text) is the same as, or 

equivalent to, a Central City provision.    

Red underlined 

text and red 

strikethrough text 

Consequential Amendments required to Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage as 

set out and explained in Appendix C 'Consequential Amendments Table' to the 

Council's Memorandum of Counsel dated 11 August 2016.   

 

A comment bubble is used to identify the relevant row in the table.  

Green underlined 

text 

OR 

Highlighted 

green red text 

Definitions that are relied on. 

 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at Appendix A to the 

Council's Closing Legal Submissions dated 11 August 2016. 

Blue hyperlinks Links to websites.  

 

  



 

 
 

9.2 Landscapes and Natural Character  

9.2.1 Objective - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, Significant 

Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Natural Character  

9.2.1.1 Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes 

a. The following identified outstanding natural features of the district are protected:  

i. Kaitorete Spit 

ii. Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere 

iii. Wairewa / Lake Forsyth 

iv. Brooklands Lagoon and Spit / Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa  

v. Waimakariri River  

vi. Travis Wetland / Ōruapaeroa 

vii. Riccarton Bush / Pūtarikamotu 

viii. Te Ihutai / Avon-Heathcote Estuary 

ix. South Brighton Spit / Te Kōrero Karoro and Estuary entrance 

 

b. The following identified outstanding natural landscapes of the district are protected: 

i. Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū 

ii. The Port Hills / Ngā Kohatu Whakarakaraka o Tamatea Pōkai Whenua 

 

9.2.1.2 Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes 

a. The following identified significant features of the district are maintained:  

i. Ōtūkaikino Creek  

ii. Styx River / Pūharakekenui 

iii. Styx Mill Reserve 

iv. West Melton Dry Plains / Ōkakea  

v. Christchurch Coast / Te Tai o Mahaanui 

vi. Waikākāriki / Horseshoe Lake 

vii. Ōtākaro / Avon River 

viii. Heathcote River / Ōpāwaho 

 

b. The following identified rural amenity landscapes of the district are maintained:  

i. Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū  

ii. The Port Hills / Ngā Kohatu Whakarakaraka o Tamatea Pōkai Whenua 

 

9.2.1.3 Natural Character  



 

 
 

a. Natural character of the district’s coastal environment, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins is 

preserved. 

 

9.2.2 Policies - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, Significant 

Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Natural Character  

9.2.2.1 Outstanding Natural Features 

a. Recognise the qualities of outstanding natural features and protect them from inappropriate subdivision, 

use and development. The qualities of the identified outstanding natural features are described in 

Appendix 9.2.5.1.  

 

b. Protect the qualities of outstanding natural features by:  

i. Avoiding use and development that detracts or damages the unique landforms and landscape 

features.  

ii. Ensuring use and development does not detract from extensive open views. 

iii. Recognise and provide for Ngāi Tahu values including avoiding inappropriate developments in 

locations of special significance to tāngata whenua. 

iv. Promoting restoration and ecological enhancement initiatives, including appropriately designed 

ecological protection measures.  

v. Within Pūtarikamotu / Riccarton Bush:  

A. Restricting new building and fencing; 

B. Ensuring use and development is managed to retain the intactness, diversity and distinctiveness 

of the Bush, surrounding park setting and features.  

vi. Managing or avoiding specific activities and adverse effects as set out in policy 9.2.2.7. 

 

9.2.2.2 Outstanding Natural Landscapes 

a. Recognise the qualities of outstanding natural landscapes and protect them from inappropriate 

subdivision, use and development. The qualities of the identified outstanding natural landscapes are 

described in Appendix 9.2.5.1.  

 

b. Protect the qualities of outstanding natural landscapes by:  

 

i. Avoiding development that breaks the skyline, including the crater rim, ridgelines on Banks 

Peninsula and the radial spurs of the Port Hills. 

ii. Avoiding subdivision and development in those parts of the outstanding natural landscapes with little 

or no capacity to absorb change and allow limited subdivision and development in those areas with 

higher potential to absorb change. 



 

 
 

iii. Recognise and provide for Ngāi Tahu values including avoiding inappropriate developments in 

locations of special significance to tāngata whenua. 

iv. Managing or avoiding specific activities and adverse effects as set out in policy 9.2.2.7. 

v. Recognising the existence of working farms and their contribution to the openness of outstanding 

natural landscapes. 

 

9.2.2.3 Significant Features 

a. Recognise and maintain the qualities of significant features. The qualities of the identified significant 

features are described in Appendix 9.2.5.1.    

 

b. Maintain significant features by:  

i. Restricting visually prominent uses and development.  

ii. Limiting urban encroachment, particularly on waterway corridors. 

iii. Recognising Ngāi Tahu values, particularly in relation to mahinga kai, and avoiding disturbance to 

known pā sites and urupā. 

iv. Promoting restoration and ecological enhancement initiatives, including appropriately designed 

ecological protection measures.  

v. Ensuring activities are carried out in a way that maintains or enhances water quality. 

vi. Within West Melton Dry Plains / Ōkakea:  

A. Avoiding development in the areas where the former braids of the Waimakariri River are 

legible, and within the kōwhai savannah grasslands. 

B. Enable extensive pastoral farming activities while managing more intensive farming activities 

that would lead to a loss of legibility.  

C. Recognising the presence of culturally significant sites in the grasslands area. 

D. Avoiding removal of remnant kowhai and limiting the removal of all other indigenous 

vegetation.  

E. Ensuring activities are carried out in a way that maintains or enhances ground water quality. 

F. Minimising the risk of fire damage. 

 

ii. Within Christchurch Coast / Te Tai o Mahaanui:  

A. Avoiding use and development which would adversely effect the natural landform 

characteristics of the sand dunes. 

 

iii. Within Ōtākaro /Avon River:  

A. Ensuring that buildings and structures, such as bridges and pedestrian linkages, connected with 

recovery proposals in the Flat Land Recovery Zone are designed to recognise, maintain and 

enhance as far as practicable the qualities of the landscape feature.  



 

 
 

iv. Managing or avoiding specific activities and adverse effects as set out in policy 9.2.2.7. 

 

9.2.2.4 Rural Amenity Landscapes 

a. Recognise and maintain the qualities of rural amenity landscapes. The qualities of the identified Rural 

Amenity Landscapes are described in Appendix 9.2.5.1.   

 

b. Maintain the qualities of the rural amenity landscape by: 

i. Avoiding development that breaks the skyline, including the crater rim, ridgelines on Banks 

Peninsula and radial spurs of the Port Hills. 

ii. Avoiding visually prominent uses and development. 

iii. Ensuring subdivision, use and development does not result in over domestication of the landscape.  

iv. On Banks Peninsula require development to be separated from identified important ridgelines, 

taking into account visual separation and horizontal and vertical separation.  

v. Enabling farming conservation and recreation activities which contribute to rural landscape 

character of Banks Peninsula.  

vi. Managing or avoiding specific activities and adverse effects as set out in policy 9.2.2.7. 

 

9.2.2.5 Natural Character 

9.2.2.5.1 Recognition of Natural Character  

a. Recognise that the following natural elements, patterns, processes and experiential qualities contribute 

to natural character: 

i. Areas or waterbodies in their natural states or close to their natural state; 

ii. Coastal or freshwater landforms and landscapes; 

iii. Coastal or freshwater physical processes, including the movement of water and sediment; 

iv. Biodiversity; 

v. Biological processes and patterns; 

vi. Water flows and levels, and water quality; 

vii. The experience of the above elements, patterns and processes.  

 

9.2.2.5.2 Natural character within the coastal Environment  

a. Within the coastal environment identify areas of:  

i. Natural character; 

ii. High (and very high) natural character; and 

iii. Outstanding natural character. 

 



 

 
 

b. Recognise and preserve areas of natural character within the coastal environment, including their 

qualities as listed below:  

c. Preserve the qualities of natural character in the coastal environment by: 

i. Managing adverse effects of subdivision, use and development. 

ii. Avoiding significant adverse effects of subdivision, use and development. 

iii. Within areas of outstanding natural character, avoiding subdivision, use and development where it 

would damage, diminish or compromise natural character.  

iv. Recognising and providing for Ngāi Tahu values including avoiding inappropriate developments 

in locations of special significance to tāngata whenua. 

v. Recognising historic farming operations that continue today  

vi. Concentrating development within existing settlements to avoid development sprawling along the 

coastline. 

vii. Avoiding development in areas of high natural character. Where development cannot be 

practicably located outside of an area of high natural character, any adverse effects shall be 

remedied or mitigated as far as practicable. 

viii. Avoiding activities that damage the stability of the coastal dune systems.  

ix. Requiring appropriate setbacks for use and development from riparian and coastal margins and 

edges of the estuaries, lagoons and lakes. 

x. Ensuring development is not readily visible from public places and frequently visited viewpoints. 

xi. Promoting use of post and wire fencing, and predator proof fencing. 

xii. Activities are carried out in a way that maintains or enhances water quality in the coastal 

environment, including in coastal margins, estuaries, lagoons and lakes.  

xiii. Managing or avoiding specific activities and adverse effects as set out in policy 9.2.2.7. 

 



 

 
 

9.2.2.5.3 Natural Character of wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins  

a. Recognise and preserve the qualities of natural character of wetlands, lakes and rivers and their 

margins by: 

i. Ensuring that location, intensity, scale and form of subdivision and built development is 

appropriate;  

ii. Minimising to the extent practicable indigenous vegetation clearance and modification (including 

earthworks, disturbance and structures); 

iii. Encouraging any new activities to consolidate within and around existing developments or where 

the natural character and landscape values have already been compromised to avoid development 

sprawling;  

iv. Requiring appropriate setbacks of activities from the coastal marine area margin and edges of 

estuaries, lagoons and lakes; and  

v. Ensuring development is not readily visible from public places and frequently visited viewpoints. 

 

9.2.2.5.4 Cumulative Effects on Natural Character  

a. In assessing the cumulative effects of activities on the natural character of the coastal environment, 

wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins, consideration shall be given to: 

i. The effect of allowing more of the same activity; 

ii. The result of allowing more of a particular effect, whether from the same activities or from other 

activities causing the same or similar effect; and 

iii. The combined effects from all activities in the coastal or freshwater environment at the site. 

 

9.2.2.6 Restoration of Natural Character 

Promote opportunities to restore and rehabilitate natural character, such as through the removal of plant and 

animal pests, supporting initiatives for regeneration of indigenous vegetation. 

 

9.2.2.7 Specific activities in Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, Significant 

Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Areas of Natural Character in the Coastal 

Environment 

a. Buildings  

i. Enable small scale buildings associated with farming, conservation, recreation and rural tourism 

activities, recognising that these activities are integral to maintaining the rural amenity landscape 

character of Banks Peninsula and natural landscape character of the Port Hills.  

ii. Enable small scale additions to existing buildings.  

iii. Promote use of natural materials and finishes that integrate into the landscape. 



 

 
 

iv. Minimise reflectivity, glare and light spill where it would increase the visibility of development 

and detract from a natural setting.  

b. Residential activities  

i. Identified building areas shall be limited in terms of location, density and building envelope to 

ensure future development will not result in adverse effects on the landscape qualities, in 

particular naturalness and openness of outstanding natural features and landscapes. 

ii. Limit residential units and associated access and planting to a scale, form, design, finish (colours 

and materials) that integrate with the landscape. 

c. Earthworks, access tracks and new roads  

i. Limit the scale of earthworks, access tracks and new roads. 

ii. Ensure natural contours are followed and alterations to natural landforms such as legible rock 

outcrops are avoided. 

iii. Avoid visual scarring of the landscape, including from spill from earthworks. 

iv. Ensure adverse effects are mitigated and remedial works such as revegetation are effective, taking 

into account the local climatic conditions.  

v. Maintain water quality through implementation of effective sediment control measures. 

d. Plantation forestry   

i. Avoid plantation forestry in outstanding natural features and landscapes, significant features and 

areas of natural character in the coastal environment.  

ii. Manage the actual or potential adverse effects of plantation forestry on significant landscapes or 

adjoining outstanding natural features and landscapes and areas of natural character in the coastal 

environment.  

e. Quarrying   

i. Avoid quarrying activities on outstanding natural features and landscapes significant features and 

landscapes and areas of natural character in the coastal environment 

ii. Manage adverse effects of quarrying on the outstanding natural feature of the Waimakariri River 

and significant landscape of Banks Peninsula.  

f. Strategic Infrastructure, Utilities and natural hazard mitigation works  

i. Ensuring strategic infrastructure, utilities and natural hazard mitigation works are appropriately 

designed and located to maintain as far as practicable the qualities of the landscape, naturalness 

and natural character having regard to their locational, technical and operational requirements.  

 



 

 
 

9.2.2.8 Education and Assistance 

a. Use education to improve the community’s awareness and understanding of the qualities of outstanding 

natural features and landscapes, significant features and rural amenity landscapes and natural character 

in the coastal environment, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins. 

 

b. Provide advice and guidelines to landowners to assist in the protection of outstanding natural features 

and landscapes, maintenance of significant features and rural amenity landscapes and preservation and 

restoration of natural character in the coastal environment, wetlands, lakes and rivers and their margins   

 

9.2.2.9 Other Methods 

Recognise the effectiveness of other mechanisms such as covenants and Conservation Trusts in protecting the 

qualities of outstanding natural features and landscapes, maintenance of significant features and rural amenity 

landscapes and preservation and restoration of natural character in the coastal environment wetlands, lakes and 

rivers and their margins.  

 

9.2.2.10 Ngāi Tahu Customary Use 

Recognise and provide for Ngāi Tahu customary uses of natural resources, including land, water and other 

natural resources as an integral part of areas identified in the Plan as Outstanding Natural Features and 

Landscapes, Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes, and Areas of Natural Character in the Coastal 

Environment. 

 

9.2.2.11 Integrated management of the Summit Road Protection Act area 

To enable and provide for the integrated management of the Summit Road Protection Act area and the adjoining 

public open spaces and parks along the summit of the Port Hills between Evans and Gebbies Pass and the 

protection and enhancement of the landscape qualities, recreation, rural tourism and cultural heritage values of 

the area.  

  



 

 
 

9.2.3 Rules - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, Significant 

Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Areas of Natural Character in 

the Coastal Environment 

9.2.3.1 How to use the rules 

9.2.3.1.1 These rules apply to the following landscape and natural character overlay areas: 

i. Outstanding Natural Features. 

ii. Outstanding Natural Landscapes. 

iii. Significant Features (other than SF8.2 Otakaro/Avon River in the Central City)  

iv. Rural Amenity Landscapes (other than RAL1.0 Banks Peninsula with Rural zoning or Pāpakainga 

/ Kāinga Nohoanga Zoning)  

v. Natural Character in the Coastal Environment (other than NCCE with Pāpakainga / Kāinga 

Nohoanga zoning on land which is held as Māori Land).  

vi. High Natural Character Areas in the Coastal Environment. 

vii. Outstanding Natural Character areas in the Coastal Environment. 

 

9.2.3.1.2 These overlay areas are shown on the planning maps and listed within the Schedules and reference 

maps in Appendices 9.2.5. The Planning Maps show the land parcels which contain overlay areas and 

a unique identifier. These schedules are ordered by the unique identifier number and contain a name, 

description by character area and location. The schedules also provide a cross-reference to the 

relevant planning maps.  

 

9.2.3.1.3 Activities are subject to the rules in the zone chapters and the following District wide chapters (where 

relevant): 

5 Natural Hazards 

6 General Rules and Procedures 

7 Transport 

8 Subdivision, Development and Earthworks 

9. Natural and Cultural Heritage – Part A - 9.0 Ngāi Tahu Values and the Natural Environment and 

Part B – 9.1 Indigenous Biodiversity, 9.3 Historic Heritage, 9.4 Trees and 9.x Coastal Environment. 

11 Utilities and energy 

12 Hazardous Substances 

 

In addition, specific activities are subject to the overlay rules contained in: 

  

9.2.3.2 Landscape Overlay Rules - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes,  

9.2.3.3 Landscape Overlay Rules for Significant features and Rural Amenity Landscapes (other than 

RAL 1.0 Banks Peninsula with a Rural zoning) or Pāpakainga / Kāinga Nohoanga zoning) and  



 

 
 

9.2.3.4 Overlay rules for natural character in the coastal environment (other than NCCE with 

Pāpakainga / Kāinga Nohoanga zoning on land which is held as Māori Land) 

 

 The Built Form Standards in 9.2.3.4 apply to buildings in all overlay areas.  

 

9.2.3.1.4 The rural amenity landscape RAL1.0 Banks Peninsula covers the majority of Banks Peninsula outside 

of the settlements and those areas identified as outstanding natural features and landscapes. Where 

RAL1.0 has an underlying Rural Banks Peninsula zoning the rural amenity landscape rules are 

contained within Rural Chapter 17.  

 

Chapter 7 Transport provides for maintenance of transport infrastructure in the transport zone as a 

permitted activity (7.2.5.1 - P1).  Only new roads have an activity status listed in the overlay rules 

below. 

 

The rules that relate to utilities in landscape and natural character in the coastal environment overlay 

areas can be found in Chapter 11.  The rules in 9.2.3 do not apply to utilities.  

 

In the Central City, rules to manage effects on SF8.2 Ōtākaro / Avon River are contained in the Avon 

River Precinct Zone / Te Papa Ōtākaro in Chapter 18.6. 

 

9.2.3.1.5 Advice Notes  

1. Any work must comply with the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 in relation to any 

modification or destruction of archaeological sites  

2. Summit Road (Canterbury) Protection Act 2001 - Any development on land above Summit 

Road and within 30m vertically below Summit Road and Dyers Pass Road (refer to Summit 

Road (Canterbury) Protection Act and Gazette notice) may be affected by the provisions of 

the Summit Road (Canterbury) Protection Act 2001). You are advised to contact the Summit 

Road Protection Authority for more information. The extent of the subject area is shown on 

the planning maps. 

 

 



 

 
 

9.2.3.2 Landscape Overlay Rules - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes 

9.2.3.2.1 Activity Status Table 

a. The activities listed below in Table 1 have the activity status listed within each landscape overlay area, and are subject to compliance with any standards specified 

elsewhere in the Plan for that activity  

Table 1: Landscape Overlay Rules for Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes. 

Activities  ONF  

31.0 Kaitorete 

Spit  

31.2 Te 

Waihora / Lake 

Ellesmere  

Wairewa / 

Lake Forsyth  

ONF  

Brooklands Lagoon 

and Spit / Te Riu o 

Te Aika Kawa  

Te Ihutai / Avon-

Heathcote Estuary  

South Brighton Spit / 

Te Kōrero and 

Estuary entrance  

ONF  

33.0 

Waimakariri 

River  

ONF  

34.0 Travis 

Wetland / 

Ōruapaeroa  

ONF  

35.0 Riccarton 

Bush / 

Pūtarikamotu  

ONL  

1.0 to 30.0 

Banks 

Peninsula  

ONL  

38.1 to 

38.3 Port 

Hills  

Key: ONF = Outstanding Natural Feature, ONL = Outstanding Natural Landscape.  

P = Permitted; RD = Restricted Discretionary; D = Discretionary; NC = Non-complying.  

References to eg NC1 and NC2 or D1 and D2 refer to specific rules. 

n/a = Landscape overlay rule does not apply.  Refer to zone rules and other chapters as listed in 9.2.3.1.5.  

a.  Any building, except as listed below.  NC1  NC2  D1  D2  D3  D4  NC3  

b.  Residential unit, except as listed below.  NC4  NC5  NC6  D5  n/a  NC7  NC8 * 



 

 
 

c.  A residential unit (including additions ≥40m2) within 

an identified building area.  

RD1 (non-

notified)  

No exemption – 

refer b. 

RD2  

(non-notified)  

D6  n/a  RD3  

(non-notified)  

RD4 

(non-

notified) 

d. A residential unit for caretaker and site management 

purposes only.  Limited to one per site.  

D7 No exemption – 

refer b.  

No exemption – 

refer b.  

No exemption – 

refer b.  

n/a  D8 D9 

e.  A farm building with a footprint ≤100m2. Limited to 

one per site. 

P1  n/a  P2  n/a  n/a  P3  P4  

f.  A recreation facility or park management facility 

building with a footprint ≤100m2. Limited to one per 

site. 

RD5 

(non-notified)  

RD6 

(non-notified)  

P6  P7  n/a  No exemption 

- refer g and h  

RD7 ** 

g.   In association with walking and cycling tracks, a 

tramping hut with a footprint ≤100m
2
.  Limited to 

one per site  

RD8  

(non-notified) 

n/a  n/a n/a  n/a P15  n/a 

h. In association with walking and cycling tracks, a 

building for public amenities with a footprint ≤ 

20m
2
.  

 
Limited to one per site.  

P23 P24 P25 P26 n/a 

 

P28 P29 

i.  An addition to an existing building, where the 

ground floor area is increased by ≤40m2.  

P6  P7  P8  P9  P10  P11  P12  

j.  New access track ≥ 3m in formed width.  n/a  n/a  n/a  RD9  

(non-notified)  

RD10  

(non-notified)  

n/a  n/a  

k.  New access track ≥ 5m in formed width.  RD11  

(non-notified)  

RD12  

(non-notified)  

RD13  

(Non notified)  

n/a  n/a  RD14  

(non-notified)  

RD15 

(non-

notified)  

l.  Construction of a new road.  D10  D11  D12  D13  NC9  D14  D15  



 

 
 

m.  Plantation Forestry.  NC10  NC11  NC12*** 

except as listed 

in s.  

NC13  n/a  NC14  NC15  

n.  Quarrying activity.  NC16  NC17  D16***  

except as listed 

in t. 

n/a  n/a  NC18  NC19  

o.  Fences.  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  D14  n/a  n/a  

p. Customary Harvest  P16 P17 P18 P19 P20 P21 P22 

Geographic specific rules 

q. * ONL 38.2 Port Hills – Montgomery Spur  

One additional residential unit on 315 Port Hills 

Road (Lots 2 and 5 DP2409) 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a RD16 

(non-

notified) 

r. ** ONL 38.2 Port Hills – Christchurch Gondola  

Where a rural tourism facility is co-located with the 

Christchurch Gondola on Mount Cavendish Lot 3 

DP 619776 or Lot 2 DP 57455, a new building with 

a footprint ≤100m
2
  

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a RD17 

s.  *** ONF 33.0 Waimakariri River  

Plantation forestry located west of Crossbank Road 

for Waimakairi River management purposes.  

n/a n/a P23 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

t. *** ONF 33.0 Waimakariri River 

Quarrying activity located in the bed of the 

Waimakairi River for river management purposes.  

n/a n/a P24 n/a n/a n/a n/a 



 

 
 

9.2.3.2.2 Non-notification 

Any resource consent application arising from 9.2.3.2.1 RD1 to RD6 and RD8 to RD16 will not require written approvals and shall not be publically notified or limited 

notified: 

9.2.3.2.3 Matters of Discretion 

 

Activity  Matters of Discretion  

RD1 to RD8 and RD16 to RD17 – Buildings  9.2.4.1. Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes matters a. to i.  

RD9 to RD15 – Access tracks  9.2.4.1. Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes matters a. to j.              

 

  



 

 
 

9.2.3.3 Landscape Overlay Rules for Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes  

9.2.3.3.1 Activity Status Table 

a. The activities listed below in Table 2 have the activity status listed within each overlay area, and are subject to compliance with any standards specified elsewhere in 

the Plan for that activity. 

 

Table 2: Landscape Overlay Rules for Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes 

Activities  SF  

2.0 Ōtūkaikino Creek  

3.0 Styx River / 

Pūharakekenui  

7.0 Waikākāriki / 

Horseshoe Lake  

8.1 and 8.3 Ōtākaro / 

Avon River  

10.0 Heathcote River 

/ Ōpāwaho.  

SF  

4.0 Styx Mill 

Reserve  

SF  

5.0 West Melton 

Dry Plains / 

Ōkakea  

SF  

6.0 Christchurch Coast 

/ Te Tai o Mahaanui  

RAL  

11.1 to 11.6 

Port Hills  

RAL 

1.0 Banks Peninsula 

Open Space zones 

only  

Key: SF = Significant Feature, RAL= Rural amenity landscape.  

P = Permitted; RD = Restricted Discretionary; D = Discretionary; NC = Non-complying. References to eg NC1 and NC2 or D1 and D2 refer to specific rules. 

n/a = Landscape overlay rule does not apply.  Refer to zone rules and other chapters as listed in 9.2.3.1.5. 

a.  Any building, except as listed below.  D1  D2  D3  D4  D5  D6  

b.  Residential unit, except as listed below.  D7  D8  NC1  n/a  D9  D10  



 

 
 

c.  A residential unit (including additions) within an 

identified building area.  

No exemption – refer 

b.   

No exemption 

– refer b.   

RD1 

(non-notified)  

n/a  RD2 

(non-notified)  

RD3  

(non-notified)  

d.. A residential unit for caretaker and 

site management purposes only.  Limited to one 

per site. 

No exemption – refer 

b.  

No exemption 

– refer b.  

No exemption – 

refer b.  

n/a No exemption 

– refer b.  

P27 

d  A farm building with a footprint ≤100m2. Limited 

to one per site. 

P 1 P2  P3  n/a  P4  P5  

e.  A recreation facility or park management 

facility building with a footprint ≤100m2. Limited 

to one per site. 

D11  P6  P7  n/a  P8  P9 

 

f. A tramping hut in association with walking and 

cycling tracks, with a footprint ≤100m
2
.  Limited 

to one per site.  

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a P10  

 

g. A building for public amenities with a footprint ≤ 

20m
2-. 

Limited to one per site.  

P11 P12 P13 P14 P15 P16 

h.  An addition to an existing building, where the 

ground floor area is increased ≤40m2.  

P17  P18  P19  P20  P21  P22 

i.  New access track ≥ 3m in formed width.  RD4  

(non-notified)  

RD5  

(non-notified)  

RD6  

(non-notified)  

RD7  

(non-notified)  

n/a  n/a  

j.  New access track ≥ 5m in formed width.  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  RD8  

(non-notified)  

RD9  

(non-notified)  

k.  Construction of a new road. D12  D13  D14  D15  D16  D17  

l.  Plantation Forestry.  NC2  NC3  NC4  NC5  D18  D19  

m.  Quarrying activity.  NC6  NC7  NC8  NC9  NC10  NC11  

n. Customary Harvest  P23 P24 P25 P26 P27 P28 



 

 
 

 

9.2.3.3.2 Non-notification 

1. Any resource consent application arising from 9.2.3.3.1 RD1 to RD9 will not require written approvals and shall not be publically notified or limited notified. 

 

9.2.3.3.3 Matters of Discretion 

 

Activity  Matters of Discretion  

RD1 to RD3 –Buildings 9.2.4.2.  Significant Features and Landscapes matters - a. to j.  

RD4 to RD9 – Access tracks  9.2.4.2  Significant Features and Landscapes matters - a. to m.  

 

9.2.3.4 Overlay Rules for Areas of Natural Character in the Coastal Environment 

9.2.3.4.1 Activity Status Table 

1. The activities listed below in Table 3 have the activity status listed within each overlay area, and are subject to compliance with any standards specified elsewhere in 

the Plan for that activity. 

 

Table 3: Overlay Rules for natural character in the Coastal Environment  

Activities  Areas of natural character in the 

coastal environment  

Areas of at least High 

Natural Character  

Areas of Outstanding 

Natural Character  

Key: P = Permitted; RD = Restricted Discretionary; D = Discretionary; NC = Non-complying.  References to eg NC1 and NC2 or D1 and D2 refer to specific rules. 

n/a = Landscape overlay rule does not apply.  Refer to zone rules and other chapters as listed in 9.2.3.1.5. 

a.  Any building, except as listed below.  D1  NC1  NC2  



 

 
 

b.  Residential unit, except as listed below.  D2  NC3  NC4  

c.  A residential unit (including additions) within an identified building area.  RD1  

(Non-notified)  

RD2  

(Non-notified)  

RD3  

(Non-notified)  

d  A farm building with a footprint ≤100m
2
.  RD4  D3  D4  

e.  A recreation facility or park management facility building with a footprint 

≤100m
2
.  

RD5  

 

D5  D6  

f. A building for public amenities with a footprint ≤ 20m
2-. 

Limited to one per 

site.  

P1 P9 D7 

g. A tramping hut in association with walking and cycling tracks, with a 

footprint ≤100m
2
.  Limited to one per site. 

P8  D8 D9 

 

h.  An addition to an existing building, where the ground floor area is increased 

by ≤40m
2
.  

P2  P3  P4  

i.  New access track ≥ 3 m in formed width.  n/a  n/a  RD6  

(non-notified)  

j.  New access track ≥ 5m in formed width.  RD7 

(non-notified)  

RD8 

(non-notified)  

n/a  

k.  Construction of a new road.  D10  NC5  NC6  

l.  Plantation Forestry.  NC7  NC8  NC9  

m. Quarrying  NC10 NC11 NC12 

n. Customary Harvest  P5 P6 P7 



 

 
 

 

9.2.3.4.2 Non-notification 

1. Any resource consent application arising from 9.2.3.4.1 RD1 to RD3 and RD6 to RD8 will not require written approvals and shall not be publically notified or 

limited notified.  

 

9.2.3.4.3 Matters of Discretion 

Activity  Matters of Discretion  

RD1 to RD5 – Buildings 9.2.4.3. Natural character in the Coastal Environment matters - a. to k.  

RD6 to RD8 – Access tracks  9.2.4.3. Natural character in the Coastal Environment matters - a. to l.  



 

 
 

9.2.3.5 Built Form Standards - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, 

Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Areas of Natural Character in 

the Coastal Environment 

1. Building reflectivity 

The reflectivity of any building shall be no greater than 40%. 

Any building that does not meet this Built Form Standard shall be a restricted discretionary activity. 

The Council’s discretion shall be limited to the Matters of Discretion 9.2.4.4 - Building Reflectivity, a 

to c.  

2. Identified Important Ridgelines on Banks Peninsula  

Buildings shall be located at an elevation at least 20 vertical metres immediately below that of any 

adjoining identified Important Ridgeline. 

Any building that does not meet this Built Form Standard shall be a discretionary activity. 

 



 

 
 

9.2.4 Matters of Discretion - Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, 

Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes and Natural Character 

in the Coastal Environment 

9.2.4.1 Outstanding Natural Features and Outstanding Natural Landscapes 

a. Whether the proposal is consistent with protecting and enhancing the qualities of the Outstanding 

Natural Feature and/or Landscape.  

b. The extent to which the proposal will detract from the naturalness and openness of the landscape.  

c. Whether the proposal recognises the context and values of historic and cultural significance and the 

relationship, culture and traditions of Ngāi Tahu.  

d. Whether the development will integrate into the landscape and the appropriateness of the scale, form, 

design and finish (materials and colours) proposed and mitigation measures such as planting. This 

shall include consideration of any adverse effects of reflectivity, glare and light spill. 

e. The proximity and extent to which the development is visible from public places and roads (including 

unformed legal roads, ease of accessibility to that place, and the significance of the view point. 

f. The extent to which natural elements such as landforms and vegetation within the site mitigate the 

visibility of development.  

g. The extent to which the proposal will result in adverse cumulative effects. 

h. In rural areas, whether the proposal supports the continuation of farming activities. 

i. Whether the proposal is connected to reticulated water and the need to provide water supply (for 

firefighting), and the ability to integrate water tanks into the landscape and mitigate any adverse 

visual effects. 

j. For new access tracks, whether the track supports conservation, farming, recreation or rural tourism  

activities and the ability to integrate with the landscape, follow natural contours and mitigate any 

adverse effects. 

k. The extent to which the proposal has technical or operational needs for its location  

 

9.2.4.2 Significant Features and Rural Amenity Landscapes  

Whether the proposal is consistent with maintaining the qualities of the Significant Feature and/or Rural 

Amenity Landscape. 

a. Any adverse effects on adjoining outstanding natural features, outstanding natural landscapes or natural 

character in the coastal environment, and whether there is a sufficient separation to avoid detracting 

from the qualities of those areas. When assessing separation, account shall be taken of visual 

separation, vertical and horizontal setback distances and retention of indigenous vegetation. 

b. On Banks Peninsula, the extent to which the proposal will detract from visual amenity landscape 

values. This shall include consideration of the extent to which the proposal is consistent with design 

guidance. 



 

 
 

c. Within greater Christchurch (including the Port Hills), the extent to which the proposal will detract 

from the natural landscape values. 

d. Whether the proposal recognises the context and values of historic and cultural significance and the 

relationship, culture and traditions of Ngāi Tahu.  

e. Whether the development will integrate into the landscape and the appropriateness of the scale, form, 

design and finish (materials and colours) proposed and mitigation measures such as planting. This 

shall include consideration of any adverse effects of reflectivity, glare and light spill. 

f. The proximity and extent to which the development is visible from public places and roads (including 

unformed legal roads), ease of accessibility to that place, and the significance of the view point. 

g. The extent to which natural elements such as landforms and vegetation within the site mitigate the 

visibility of development. 

h. The capacity of the landscape to absorb change and the extent to which opportunity has been taken to 

cluster built development in areas of existing built development with a higher potential to absorb 

development while retaining areas which are more sensitive to change. 

i. The extent to which the proposal will result in adverse cumulative effects. 

j. In rural areas, whether the proposal supports the continuation of farming activities 

k. Whether the proposal is connected to reticulated water and the need to provide water supply (for 

firefighting), and the ability to integrate water tanks into the landscape and mitigate any adverse 

visual effects. 

l. For new access tracks whether the access supports conservation, farming or recreation activities, the 

ability to integrate with the landscape, follow natural contours and mitigate any adverse visual 

effects. 

m. The extent to which the proposal has technical or operational needs for its location.  

n. For proposed activities in connection with a recovery activity in the Flat Land Recovery Zone, the 

extent to which the qualities of the significant natural feature of the Avon River will be maintained. 

 

9.2.4.3 Natural Character in the Coastal Environment 

a. Whether the proposal is consistent with preserving the natural character qualities of the coastal 

environment. 

b. Within areas of outstanding natural character in the coastal environment, whether adverse effects are 

avoided and the proposal does not damage, diminish or compromise natural character.  

c. Within areas of at least high natural character, whether development can be practicably located 

outside the area of high natural character. 

d. Whether any restoration or rehabilitation of the natural character of the coastal environment is 

proposed.  

e. Whether the proposal recognises the context and values of historic and cultural significance and the 

relationship, culture and traditions of Ngāi Tahu.  



 

 
 

f. Whether the development will integrate into the landscape and the appropriateness of the scale, form, 

design and finish (materials and colours) proposed and mitigation measures such as planting. Any 

adverse effects of reflectivity, glare and light spill. 

g. The proximity and extent to which the development is visible from public places and roads (including 

unformed legal roads), ease of accessibility to that place, and the significance of the view point. 

h. The extent to which natural elements such as landforms and vegetation within the site mitigate the 

visibility of development.  

i. The capacity of the landscape to absorb change and the extent to which the opportunity has been 

taken to cluster built development in areas with a higher potential to absorb development while 

retaining areas which are more sensitive to change. 

j. The extent to which the proposal will result in sprawling or sporadic development along the coastline 

and adverse cumulative effects.  

k. Whether the proposal is connected with the need to provide water supply (for firefighting), and the 

ability to integrate water tanks into the landscape and mitigate any adverse visual effects. 

l. For new access tracks, whether the access supports conservation, farming or recreation activities that 

are complementary to natural character, and the ability to integrate with the landscape, follow natural 

contours and mitigate any adverse visual effects. 

m. The extent to which the proposal has technical or operational needs for its location.  

 

9.2.4.4 Building Reflectivity 

a. The extent to which the building will give rise to adverse visual effects, taking into account the size 

of the building and the surface area with high reflectivity.  

b. Whether the proposed exterior materials respond to and respect the landscape and natural character.  

c. The extent to which the building is consistent with design guidance.  

  



 

 
 

9.2.5 Appendices 

Appendix 9.2.5.1 - QUALITIES OF OUTSTANDING NATURAL FEATURES AND 

LANDSCAPES, SIGNIFICANT FEATURES AND RURAL AMENITY 

LANDSCAPES AND AREAS OF NATURAL CHARACTER IN THE COASTAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

Advice note: The following list of qualities is an inclusive list not an exhaustive list.   

Outstanding Natural Features (Policy 9.2.2.1) 

vii. Kaitorete Spit:  

A. The vast, low-lying Kaitorete Spit is a distinctive beach barrier landform separating Te Waihora 

/ Lake Ellesmere from the sea and provides a sense of openness.  

B. Contains a large sand dune system with native sand binding plant pingao and herbfield 

communities. 

C. High importance to tāngata whenua, containing numerous archaeological sites, particularly 

middens and habitation sites. 

D. Residential development is confined to the Birdlings Flat / Poranui settlement, which is small in 

scale and distinctive in character.  

viii. Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere:  

A. Important in terms of its geological and coastal landform attributes with the lagoon representing 

a rare landscape feature. 

B. Provides important indigenous fish and bird habitat, and the brackish coastal lagoon, indigenous 

riparian marshland and wetland plant communities along the lake edge are of ecological 

significance.  

C. Cultural associations are highly important in accordance with tikanga Māori and in respect of 

Ngāi Tahu history, mahinga kai and customary fisheries. 

ix. Wairewa / Lake Forsyth:  

 

A. An inland coastal lake within an ancient harbour eroded between volcanic rock deposits and an 

outlet impounded by beach gravels. 

B. Significant to Ngāi Tahu as a key mahinga kai and associated with tuna (eels) and their harvest 

during the annual heke (migration) from lake to sea, and number of pā and kāinga and 

associated urupā in close vicinity to the lake, including Ōruaka and Te Mata Hapuka near the 

outlet.  

C. Notable values associated with the marsh species occurring along the brackish waters and 

numerous bird species. 



 

 
 

x. Brooklands Lagoon and Spit / Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa:  

 

A. The landform of Brooklands Spit and Lagoon formed behind the dunes barrier are distinctive 

geomorphological features adjacent to the Waimakariri river mouth.  

B. Extensive views and sense of isolation. 

C. The saltmarsh and mudflats, lagoon channel, Styx river mouth and banks are important habitats, 

in particular for plants and bird life. 

D. Brooklands Lagoon / Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa and the lower Waimakariri River and mouth are 

important mahinga kai sites. A number of urupā and archaeological sites, as well as the 

Pūharakekenui Māori Reserve are significant to Ngāi Tahu.  

E. The majority of the area lends itself to quiet recreation, including bird watching and fishing with 

Spencer and Seafield Parks popular recreational hubs. 

 

xi. Waimakariri River:  

 

A. A large braided river, being one of the best examples of a braided riverbed and associated 

wetland habitat in New Zealand. 

B. A distinctive natural feature which defines the northern boundary of the district. 

C. Important bird habitat and native plant communities in the understorey of surrounding 

vegetation. 

D. Significant to Ngāi Tahu in relation to settlement, migration, cultivations, mahinga kai and 

associated urupā. 

E. European heritage values associated with early settlement flood control works.  

F. Contemporary recreation, such as watersports and fishing. 

 

xii. Travis Wetland / Ōruapaeroa:  

 

A. The largest remaining freshwater wetland and the best example of its kind in Christchurch City. 

B. Provides an important natural contrast with the wider urban environment. 

C. Significant to Ngāi Tahu in relation to mahinga kai, settlement and occupation.  

D. An area which has undergone and continues to undergo extensive restoration. 

E. An important wildlife refuge. 

F. An important recreation and education resource for the district as a wetland nature heritage park. 

 

xiii. Pūtarikamotu / Riccarton Bush:  

A. A remnant, largely unmodified area of low-land podocarp forest located within the wider urban 

environment. 

B. A park like landscape setting with significant heritage buildings and trees. 

C. A long history and important cultural associations for both Ngāi Tahu and European with the 

settlement of Ōtautahi/Christchurch. 



 

 
 

D. The podocarp forest has important ecological values and a significant traditional mahinga kai of 

Ngāi Tahu. 

E. Important recreational and education values. 

 

xiv. Te Ihutai / Avon-Heathcote Estuary:  

 

A. The formative processes, tidal influence and shifting channels of the Ōtākaro / Avon and 

Heathcote / Ōpāwaho rivers mouths and the adjacent New Brighton sand spit make the estuary a 

highly legible landscape feature.  

B. The series of caves and rocky headlands from the mouth of the Heathcote / Ōpāwaho River to 

Scarborough Heads are significant geological features with important heritage, archaeological 

and cultural values. 

C. Important bird feeding and breeding site, nationally important for wading birds.  

D. Shag Rock / Rapanui, Tuawera / Cave Rock and Clifton Cliffs are of geological interest, 

visually prominent, and are of significance to Ngāi Tahu  

E. Significance in relation to Māori heritage due to extensive settlement, occupation and the use of 

Te Ihutai / Avon-Heathcote Estuary as a major mahinga kai. 

F. Te Ihutai / Avon-Heathcote Estuary and Sumner beach / Matuku-takotako are particularly 

popular for recreational use.  

 

xv. South Brighton Spit / Te Kōrero Karoro and Estuary entrance:  

 

A. The openness and visual separation of the beach from the adjacent urban environment by sand 

dunes. 

B. The sand dunes are important landform characteristics of the landscape including the native 

vegetation occurring on them. 

C. South Brighton Spit / Te Kōrero Karoro is an important bird habitat and distinctive landscape 

feature that defines the entrance to Te Ihutai / Avon-Heathcote estuary. 

D. An area of significance to Ngāi Tahu in relation to mahinga kai, migration and settlement. 

E. High recreational values of the beach and coastal interface due to the proximity to the city.  

 

Outstanding Natural Landscapes (Policy 9.2.2.2) 

i. Banks Peninsula / Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū:  

 

A. Distinctive volcanic landforms with highly legible crater rims, prominent ridgelines and peaks 

extending to a series of gullies, spurs and lower slopes, and continuity of rock outcrops.  

B. The presence of important areas of indigenous vegetation. 



 

 
 

C. Important landscapes and features to Ngāi Tahu especially those prominent peaks and passes, 

streams and vegetation that relate to key tribal origin, migration and settlement traditions, 

including mahinga kai. 

D. A predominance of natural features, processes and patterns and farming with existing 

development generally well integrated into the landscape. 

E. Within the coastal environment, the presence of generally highly legible landforms, visually 

impressive cliffs, islands and caves. 

 

ii. Port Hills / Ngā Kohatu Whakarakaraka o Tamatea Pōkai Whenua:  

 

A. Distinctive volcanic landform with highly legible crater rim, rocky outcrops, radial spurs and 

valleys. 

B. Skyline forms an important visual backdrop to Otautahi/Christchurch. 

C. A natural landscape characterised by openness and a general absence of human-made structures 

on the upper slopes and ridges, particularly the area east of Dyers Pass Road. 

D. The colours of the hills reflect the seasonal changes. 

E. A major recreation and rural tourism resource for the city’s residents and visitors.  

F. The presence of important areas of indigenous vegetation including remnants and restored bush 

in gullies / cliffs and tussocks on spurs and slopes.  

G. Important to Ngāi Tahu especially those prominent peaks and passes, streams and vegetation 

that relate to key tribal origin, migration and settlement traditions, including mahinga kai.  

H. A predominance of natural features, processes and patterns and farming with existing 

development generally well integrated into the landscape. 

I. The Summit Road Protection Act area with important landscape, recreation, rural tourism and 

cultural heritage values.  

 

Significant Features (Policy 9.2.2.3) 

i. Ōtūkaikino Creek:  

 

A. A spring-fed stream being an old meander of the Waimakariri. 

B. The clear water of the stream and associated wetlands are of high ecological value. 

C. Accessible through the Groynes reserve with walkways and recreational facilities. 

D. Significant to Ngāi Tahu due to the presence of various wāhi tapu. 

 

ii. Styx River / Pūharakekenui:  

 

A. The Styx River / Pūharakekenui is a spring-fed lowland river being an older meander of the 

Waimakariri. 



 

 
 

B. Its sections of native vegetation and presence of wildlife it contributes to the amenity of the 

adjoining residential areas.  

C. Cultural significance to Ngāi Tahu, particularly relating to mahinga kai and kāinga 

(settlements). The Pūharakekenui Māori Reserve fronts the river towards its mouth. 

 

iii. Styx Mill Reserve:  

 

A. An important representative area of the former Styx River floodplain and wetlands. 

B. Has large areas of indigenous planting and ecological restoration. 

C. Associated with an area of importance to Ngāi Tahu in relation to mahinga kai. 

D. An area with important historic heritage connected to European settlement and mill industries.  

E. An important wildlife refuge. 

 

iv. West Melton Dry Plains / Ōkakea:  

 

A. A predominantly open, rural area where the former braids of the Waimakariri River are legible 

across large parts of the landscape. 

B. An area with important ecological values, including the presence of a large area of the kōwhai 

savannah grasslands, and other dryland plant communities. 

C. An area of importance to Ngāi Tahu associated with a network of settlements and mahinga kai 

sites located along the former path of the Waimakariri River.  

D. The dry appearance maintained by extensive pastoral grazing. 

 

v. Christchurch Coast / Te Tai o Mahaanui:  

 

A. The foreshore and dune between Brooklands Lagoon and South Brighton is an extensive natural 

feature.  

B. A windswept environment with panoramic views, including to the Port Hills.  

C. The dune zone is an active, dynamic system dominated by exotic marram grass with smaller 

areas of native pingao. 

D. Native plant communities exist, although the majority of the hinterland is highly modified with 

pine forest or urban settlement. 

E. The coastline is important to Ngāi Tahu as a traditional mahinga kai, as well as in relation to 

settlement and migration traditions. 

F. Spencer Park and other nodes of development contain popular recreation infrastructure, such as 

surf clubs. 

 

vi. Horseshoe Lake / Waikākāriki:  

A. One of the few remaining low-land swamps in the district and a unique feature due to its 

distinctive and original ox-bow shape, being an older meander of Ōtākaro/Avon River. 



 

 
 

B. Significant to Ngāi Tahu as a mahinga kai, pā and urupā. 

C. An area which has a thick undergrowth of indigenous plants and is an important bird habitat. 

 

vii. Ōtākaro /Avon River and Heathcote River / Ōpāwaho:  

A. The rivers provide an important natural contrast with the wider urban environment. 

B. Ecologically important, including for indigenous fauna and indigenous vegetation.  

C. Historic heritage associated with both early Māori and European settlement. 

D. Cultural significance to Ngāi Tahu, particularly relating to mahinga kai and associated pā and 

kāinga (settlements). 

E. The river banks have high amenity values and valued for passive recreation. 

F. The Ōtākaro / Avon River is an important natural feature in the city, particularly at Mona Vale, 

Hagley Park, the Botanic Gardens, and Central City, and contains remnant channels, basins, 

wetlands and springs reflecting the geomorphological history of the city landscape.  

G. Heathcote River / Ōpāwaho with its origin in the tributary streams flowing from Port Hills 

provides a corridor of high amenity values as it meanders through the residential suburbs and 

has strong historic heritage values, particularly in the industrial area of Woolston and Radley’s 

wharf where the towpath along the river is now used as a walkway.  

 

Rural Amenity Landscapes (Policy 9.2.2.4) 

viii. Banks Peninsula:  

A. A predominantly farming, rural working landscape.  

B. Distinctive volcanic landforms with highly legible crater rims, prominent ridgelines and peaks 

extending to a series of gullies, spurs and lower slopes, and continuity of rock outcrops.  

C. The presence of important areas of indigenous vegetation. 

D. Important landscapes and features to Ngāi Tahu especially those prominent peaks and passes, 

streams and vegetation that relate to key tribal origin, migration and settlement traditions, 

including mahinga kai. 

E. A predominance of natural features, processes and patterns with existing development generally 

well integrated into the landscape. 

F. Within the coastal environment, the presence of generally highly legible landforms, visually 

impressive cliffs, islands and caves. 

ix. Port Hills:  

A. An important visual backdrop to Christchurch. 

B. A major recreation resource for the city’s residents and visitors. 

 

Areas of Natural Character in the Coastal Environment (Policy 9.2.2.5.2) 



 

 
 

Advice Note: Appendix 9.2.5.8 contains a map showing the location of the southern, eastern, northern bays and 

harbour areas described below and in policy 9.2.2.5.2 b.  

i. Kaitorete Spit:  

A. A unique geological feature, being a distinctive beach barrier and with a long continuous area 

of outstanding natural character. 

B. An expansive, bare windswept environment, with a sense of isolation and extensive views.  

C. An area of ecological importance due to its unique wildlife and habitat, such as the indigenous 

pingao. 

D. Extensive cultural and archaeological sites associated with Ngāi Tahu migration, settlement and 

mahinga kai. 

E. Historic farming operations.  

 

ii. Te Waihora / Lake Ellesmere:  

A. A significant coastal lake, the only such geological feature within the district with an area of 

continuous outstanding natural character.  

B. An open, expansive low-lying landscape with panoramic views.  

C. An area with important riparian marshland and wetland, and salt marsh mudflats which provide 

fish and bird habitat. 

D. Holding outstanding values associated with Tikanga Māori in respect of Ngāi Tahu history, 

mahinga kai and customary fisheries. 

 

iii. Wairewa / Lake Forsyth:  

A. An inland coastal lake within an ancient harbour eroded between volcanic rock deposits and an 

outlet impounded by beach gravels. 

B. Marsh species occurring along the brackish waters and numerous bird species.  

C.  Significant to Ngāi Tahu, associated with settlement and mahinga kai, including the coastal pā 

and settlements of Ōruaka, Te Mata Hapuka and Poranui. 

 

iv. Southern Bays Coastal Area / Poranui ki Timutimu:  

A. An isolated, rugged, coastal landscape with a continuous area of very high natural character. 

B. Areas of outstanding natural character comprising freshwater dunes and indigenous vegetation 

which contrasts to the surrounding more open farmed landscape. 

C. Significant Ngāi Tahu coastal settlements and mahinga kai areas including Te Kaio, Pireka and 

Whakamoa. 



 

 
 

 

v. Eastern Bays Coastal Area / Pohatu ki Panau:  

A. A remote, wild landscape with long continuous areas of high natural character and areas of 

outstanding natural character situated around parts of the coastline. 

B. The area includes larger tracts of indigenous and regenerating vegetation than elsewhere in the 

district’s coastal environment, unique flora and fauna, and a sense of interactive coast due to 

the variety of wildlife. 

C. The southern section forms the entrance to Akaroa Harbour, with impressive coastal cliffs, an 

area of outstanding natural character.  

D. Coastal pā, mahinga kai and sites of significance to Ngāi Tahu including Paekaroro, 

Parakākāriki, Ngā Toko Ono, Ōkaruru, Kawatea and Pānau. 

E. Small settlements are nestled in the valley floors at Okains Bay / Ōpara and Le Bons Bay / 

Ōtauwao and historic farming operations that continue today.  

 

vi. Akaroa and Whakaraupō / Lyttelton Harbours:  

A. Long, enclosed, and sheltered harbours distinct from the open coastline. 

B. Small settlements dispersed around the inner areas of the harbours, predominantly contained 

within bays while headlands represent a contrast due to their generally less developed character 

and open farmed spaces.  

C. Akaroa Harbour has areas of high natural character on headlands within the central area of the 

harbour, at Red Point / Te Pāua Mataotao, Takamatua Hill / Ōtipua, Takamatua Bay, 

Hammond Point / Te Umu Te Rehua, Petit Carenage Bay / Ōpakia, Tikao Bay / Okoropeke, Te 

Monene, and Wainui. These areas are very important for their indigenous vegetation, generally 

unmodified landform, and an absence of development and structures in close proximity to 

urban settlement. These sites also hold significance to Ngāi Tahu in relation to settlement and 

mahinga kai. 

D. Ōnawe is a significant landscape feature in the upper Akaroa Harbour with regenerating 

vegetation, habitat for both bush and coastal birds, and an important pā site of Ngāi Tahu. 

E. Whakaraupō / Lyttelton Harbour has small sections of high natural character in close proximity 

to the entrance to the harbour, Purau headland and adjoining settlements in the north of the 

harbour, including Taukahara and Ōtuherekio near the Ngāi Tahu settlement of Rāpaki.  These 

sites and other places in the harbour hold significance to Ngāi Tahu in relation to settlement 

and mahinga kai. 

F. The mudflats at Teddington, an area of high natural character in the southern point of Lyttelton 

Harbour traditionally known for the extensive raupō that grew there, hence the Ngāi Tahu 

name for the harbour - Whakaraupō. 



 

 
 

G. Awaroa / Godley Head and Te Piaka /Adderley Head guard and signal the entrance to 

Whakaraupō / Lyttelton Harbour, with impressive high cliffs, distinctive volcanic features, 

and important historic heritage and a site of significance to Ngāi Tahu, known as Ōtokitoki. 

H. Ōtamahua /Quail Island has important cultural associations, particularly in relation to mahinga 

kai, and is an important landform in the centre of the harbour together with Moepuku / 

Moepuku Point and Kaitangata / Mansons Peninsula.  Ripapa Island in outer Lyttelton 

Harbour has a rich history with gun emplacements and its tangata whenua associations.  

 

vii. Northern Bays Coastal Area / Koukourārata ki Whakaroa:  

A. Predominantly a rural working landscape. 

B. A sense of isolation in close proximity to the urban areas of the district. 

C. Areas of high natural character at the headlands of the long and narrow bays of Port Levy / 

Koukourarata, Little Akaloa / Whakaroa and Pigeon Bay / Wakaroa. 

D. Koukourārata, also known as Te Ara Whānui o Makawhiua, is a particularly significant bay for 

Ngāi Tahu associated with both traditional and contemporary settlements, Māori reserves 

sites, and being known for its mahinga kai.  

E. Several small settlements are nestled in the bays to the northern extent of the area. 

F. Horomaka Island provides important habitat and a visual attraction in Koukourarata / Port 

Levy, as well as being of cultural significance. 

 

viii. Avon-Heathcote Estuary/ Te Ihutai:  

A. Active estuary with shifting channels and dynamic tidal system with high natural character 

despite significant modifications along its edges. 

B. The saltmarsh areas and mudflats are important habitats.  

C. Important bird feeding and breeding site. 

D. Ngāi Tahu settlements and mahinga kai sites around the edge of the estuary that made use of 

the extensive food resources, including Te Kai a Te Kāroro, Ohikuparapara, Raekura and 

Waipātiki and the former Māori fishing reserve called Te Ihutai. 

 

ix. Christchurch Coast / Te Tai o Mahaanui:  

A. Long open coastline, with sandy beaches and larger extent of active dune systems being of high 

natural character. 

B. Remote and windswept environments, with expansive views and sense of remoteness from the 

nearby urban settlements and modified areas. 



 

 
 

C. Southern tip of South Brighton Spit / Te Kōrero Karoro is an area of very high natural 

character, a geomorphologic feature with important ecological values and provides habitat 

for bird species such as the godwit. 

D. The extensive, open, natural feature of the foredunes to the east of Bottle Lake Forest contrasts 

with more enclosed nature of the plantation forest at Bottle Lake Forest.  

E. Significant to Ngai Tahu in relation to settlement, migration and mahinga kai, particularly 

associated with key sites including Ōruapaeroa, Te Kōrero Karoro, Rapanui, Tuawera, 

Matukutakotako and Te Kai a Te Karoro.  

 

x. Brooklands Lagoon and Spit / Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa (including the Waimakariri River Mouth and 

lower Styx River/ Pūharakekenui):  

A. A dynamic, coastal environment with rare coastal features of the estuary/lagoon and 

Waimakariri River Mouth representing an area of outstanding natural character. 

B. Open, remote, wild environment within Brooklands Lagoon/ Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa from 

which impressive views are gained to the Waimakariri River Mouth. 

C. Significant to Ngai Tahu in relation to settlement and mahinga kai, particularly associated with 

the Pūharakekenui Māori Reserve.  

D. Native dunelands are found within the Spit. 

E. Important habitat values associated with the extensive tidal mudflats and saltmarsh of 

Brooklands Lagoon/ Te Riu o Te Aika Kawa. 

F. Ecological importance of the mouth and lower Styx River/ Pūharakekenui.  



 

 
 

 

9.3 Historic Heritage 

 
Blue text Natural and Cultural heritage Proposal 9 Revised Proposal for Topic 9.3 

Historic Heritage (clean) as filed with the Council's Closing Legal 

Submissions/Memorandum of Counsel on 17 June 2016 

 

Green 

underlined text 

 

Definitions that are relied on. 

 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at 

Appendix A to the Council's Closing Legal Submissions dated 11 August 

2016. 

 
Notes 

1. The numbering of the Matters of Discretion has not been updated to 9.3.5.2 Akaroa Heritage 

Area (instead of as shown as 9.3.5.3 Akaroa Heritage Area) as result of the decision to 

remove the set at 9.3.5.2. 

 
  



 

 
 

9.3 Historic heritage 
 

9.3.1 Objective – Historic heritage  

The contribution of historic heritage to the district’s character and identity is maintained through the 

protection and conservation of significant historic heritage in a way which:  

a. Enables and supports the ongoing use and adaptive re-use of historic heritage; and  

b. Facilitates the retention, repair, and reconstruction of damaged heritage items; and 

c. Takes into account the condition of buildings, particularly those that have suffered  earthquake 

damage, and the effect of engineering and financial factors on the ability to retain, restore, and 

continue using them. 

 

9.3.2 Policies 

9.3.2.1 Policy - Identification and Assessment of Historic heritage places for Scheduling 

in the District Plan 

a. Identify historic heritage places which represent cultural and historic themes and activities of 

importance to the district, and assess them for significance according to the following: 

i. Historical and social value: 

Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular 

person, group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity 

and/or change of a phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, 

political or other patterns; 

ii. Cultural and spiritual value:  

Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive 

characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, 

including: the symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to 

Tangata Whenua; and/or associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by 

this group for its cultural values; 

iii. Architectural and aesthetic value: 

Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a 

particular style, period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and 

material of the place; 

iv. Technological and craftsmanship value: 

Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the 

nature and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods 

which were innovative, or of notable quality for the period; 

v. Contextual value: 

Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the 

environment (constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or 

streetscape; a degree of consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, 

colour, style and/or detail; recognised landmarks and landscape which are 

recognised and contribute to the unique identity of the environment; and 

vi. Archaeological and scientific significance value;  



 

 
 

Archaeological or scientific values that demonstrate or are associated with: the 

potential to provide information through physical or scientific evidence an 

understanding about social historical, cultural, spiritual, technological or other 

values of past events, activities, structures or people; and 

 

b. Assess whether the historic heritage place has met a level of either 'Significant' or High 

Significance, through assessing it against the following:  

 

i.  To meet the level of Significant (Group 2) the historic heritage place must: 

 

A. Meet at least one of the values under Policy 9.3.2.1 (a)(i)-(vi) at a significant or high 

level; and 

B. Be of significance to the Christchurch District (and may also be of significance 

nationally or internationally), because it conveys aspects of the district's 

contextual/thematic development, and thereby contributes to the district's sense of 

place and identity; and  

C. Have a moderate degree of authenticity (based on physical and documentary 

evidence) to justify that it is of significance to the district ; and 

D. Have a moderate degree of integrity (based on how whole or intact it is) to clearly 

demonstrate that it is of significance to the district.  

 

ii.  To meet High Significance (Group 1) the historic heritage place must: 

 

A. Meet at least one criterion of the values under (a)(i)- (vi) above at a high level; and  

B. Be of significance to the Christchurch District (and may also be of significance 

nationally or internationally), because it conveys important aspects of the district's 

contextual/thematic development, and thereby makes a strong contribution to the 

district's sense of place and identity, and 

C. Have a high degree of authenticity (based on physical and documentary evidence); 

and 

D. Have a high degree of integrity (particularly whole or intact heritage fabric and 

heritage values). 

 

c. Schedule significant historic heritage places as heritage items and heritage settings where:  

 

(i) The thresholds for Significant (Group 2) or High Significance (Group 1), are met as 

outlined in 9.3.2.1b; and 

(ii) The physical condition of the heritage item, and any necessary retention, repairs or 

reinstatement work would not significantly compromise the heritage values and integrity 

of the heritage item to the extent that it would no longer retain its heritage significance; 

unless 

(iii) Any engineering and financial factors are identified that would make it unreasonable to 

schedule the heritage item.  

 

d. Schedule the interiors of heritage items only to the extent that the interior heritage fabric of 

those heritage items contributes to the significance of the heritage item and has been clearly 

identified in the schedule. 

 



 

 
 

9.3.2.2 - Policy - Heritage Areas 

 

a.  Identify groups of related historic places within a geographical area which represent cultural 

and historic themes and activities of importance to the district and assess them for 

significance and their relationship to one another according to: 

 

i. the criteria set out under Policy 9.3.2.1; and   

ii. whether the area is a comprehensive, collective and integrated place. 
b.  Schedule historic heritage areas that have been assessed as significant in accordance with 

Policy 9.3.2.2(a). 

 

9.3.2.3  - Policy - Management of Significant Historic heritage 

 

a.  Manage the effects of subdivision, use and development on heritage items, heritage settings 

and heritage areas which are scheduled in the District Plan in a way that: 

(i) Protects and conserves heritage values from inappropriate subdivision, use and 

development; 

(ii) Provides for the ongoing use and adaptive reuse of historic heritage places in a 

manner that is sensitive to their heritage values while recognising the need for works 

to be undertaken to accommodate their long term viability taking into account 

engineering and financial factors; 

(iii) Recognises the need for a flexible approach to heritage management, with particular 

regard to enabling repairs, heritage investigative works, heritage upgrades to meet 

building code requirements, restoration and reconstruction, in a manner which is 

sensitive to the heritage values of the heritage item.  

b.  Any works to heritage items and heritage settings should be in accordance with the following 

principles: 

i.        Identify and assess the heritage values and their significance; 

ii. Assess the sensitivity of the heritage values to any proposed changes; 

iii. Focus any changes to those parts of heritage items or heritage settings, which 

have more potential to accommodate change wherever practicable;  

iv. Conserve, and wherever possible enhance, the authenticity and Integrity of 

heritage items and settings, particularly in the case of High Significance (Group 

1) heritage items and heritage settings;  

v. Identify, minimise and manage risks or threats to the structural integrity of the 

heritage item and the heritage values of the heritage item, including from natural 

hazards; 

vi. Document the material changes to the heritage item and heritage setting in the 

Statements of Significance; 

vii. Be reversible wherever practicable; and  

viii. Distinguish between new work and existing heritage fabric in a manner that is 

sensitive to the heritage values. 
c. Manage land use and subdivision within heritage areas scheduled on the planning maps in a 

way that: 

 

 (i) Avoids significant adverse effects on heritage values; and 

(ii) Enables development which is compatible with the heritage values of the area. 
  



 

 
 

9.3.2.4  - Policy - Archaeological sites  

a. Assist Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga in the identification and protection of 

archaeological sites. 

 

9.3.2.5  - Policy – Ongoing Use of Heritage items and Heritage settings  

a. Provide for the ongoing use and adaptive reuse of heritage items and heritage settings, including 

the following: 

i. Repairs and maintenance. 

ii. Temporary activities.  

iii. Specific exemptions to zone and transport rules to provide for the establishment of a wider 

range of activities. 

iv. Alterations, restoration, reconstruction, and heritage upgrade works, including seismic, fire 

and access upgrades. 

v. Signs on heritage items and within heritage settings. 

vi. vi New buildings in heritage settings. 

 

9.3.2. 6 - Policy - Relocation of a heritage items within and Beyond Heritage settings 

a. Provide for the relocation of a heritage item within its heritage setting, where the relocation will 

maintain the heritage significance of the heritage item. 

b. Protect heritage items from relocation beyond its heritage setting except: 

i. When alternatives which retain the item within its setting have been explored, and relocation is 

demonstrated to be the only reasonable option to provide for the retention and ongoing viable 

use, including adaptive re-use of the heritage item and maintaining heritage significance; and 

ii. Where the location provides a setting compatible with the item’s heritage value. 

 

9.3.2.7  - Policy - Utilities  

 

Ensure that utilities, where they are required by their locational, technical or operational requirements 

to be located within or on a heritage item or setting, are appropriately designed, located and installed 

to maintain as far as practicable the specific values of that heritage item or setting.  

 

9.3.2.8 - Policy - Demolition of Heritage items 

a. Avoid the demolition of heritage items unless the heritage item cannot otherwise be retained 

having regard to matters including the following: 

i. Whether there is a threat to life and property for which interim protection measures would 

not remove that threat. 

ii.  Whether the extent of the work required to retain and repair the heritage item is of such a 

scale that the heritage values and integrity of the heritage item would be significantly 

compromised. 

iii. Whether the costs to retain the heritage item, (particularly as a result of damage) would be 

unreasonable.  



 

 
 

iv. The ability to retain the overall heritage values and significance of the heritage item 

through a reduced degree of demolition. 

v. The level of significance of the heritage item. 

 

9.3.2.9 - Policy - Awareness and Education of Historic heritage 

a. Enhance the community’s awareness and understanding of the values of historic heritage, 

including sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance through education initiatives. 

b. Promote the use of conservation plans. 

 

9.3.2.10  - Policy - Incentives and Assistance for Historic heritage  

a. Provide incentives and technical advice to assist in achieving the retention, conservation and 

ongoing use of historic heritage, including earthquake repairs and seismic strengthening, in 

recognition of the public good value of heritage to the community. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

9.3.3 Rules - Historic heritage  

9.3.3.1 How to use the rules  

9.3.3.1.1 These rules apply to scheduled heritage items and heritage settings of High Significance 

(Group 1) and Significant (Group 2), and heritage areas. 

 

9.3.3.1.2 The planning maps identify sites that contain a heritage item and heritage areas. Reference 

should also be made to: 

i. Appendix 9.3.6.1 Schedules of Significant Historic heritage places.  

ii. Appendices 9.3.6.4 and 9.3.6.5 Significant Historic heritage items and Settings Aerial Maps.  

iii.  Appendix 9.3.6.6 and Appendix 9.3.6.7 

iv.   Appendix 9.3.6.5 Schedule of Heritage Areas  

 

9.3.3.1.3The schedules of Significant Historic heritage places (Appendix 9.3.6.1) contain the heritage 

item(s) which have met the significance threshold and their associated heritage setting, which make 

up a heritage place. Where heritage settings contain multiple items, a collective name for the heritage 

place is noted. Where the interiors of a heritage item are specifically scheduled this is stated in 

Appendix 9.3.6.1, with the specific interior heritage fabric protected for that heritage item scheduled 

in Appendix 9.3.6.7. 

 

9.3.3.1.4 The Significant Historic heritage items and Settings Aerial Maps (Appendices 9.3.6.4 and 

9.3.6.5) show an outline of each heritage item. The item outline shows the extent of the roofline and 

the footprint of the parts or whole of the features contained within the heritage item. The aerial maps 

also show the extent of the associated setting, which do not always follow cadastral boundaries. Some 

open spaces contain multiple individual heritage items and settings and have status as a heritage item 

in their own right.  

 

9.3.3.1.5 The rules that apply to heritage items, heritage settings are contained in the Activity Status 

Tables (including Activity Specific Standards) in Rules 9.3.3.2.1 to 9.3.3.2.6.  

 

9.3.3.1.6  Rules contained in other sections of the Natural and Cultural heritage Chapter, and in 

zone chapters and district wide chapters, including the utilities chapter and subdivision chapter also 

apply to activities within heritage items, heritage settings and heritage areas. The rules that relate to 

utilities within heritage items and heritage settings can be found in Chapter 11 (except refer to 

9.3.3.1.7 below). Specific exemptions to zone and transport rules to enable a wider range of activities 

to establish within Heritage items and Heritage settings are identified in Appendix 9.3.6.3. These 

specific exemptions only apply where: 

i. the heritage item is retained in situ; or  

ii. resource consent has been granted for relocation of the heritage item within its heritage 

setting. 

 

9.3.3.1.7   The rules in Activity Status Table 9.3.3.2 shall not apply to works undertaken to electrical 

equipment located within heritage items in the Schedule of Significant Historic heritage places (at 



 

 
 

Appendix 9.3.6.1) as heritage item numbers 201, 207, 489, 544, 600 and 624) where such works are 

associated with the replacement, repair, maintenance and minor upgrading of the electricity 

distribution network. 

9.3.3.1.8 Activities are permitted in heritage settings (subject to other rules in this Plan), except for the 

new buildings in heritage settings, see Rule 9.3.3.2.3 RD2, and temporary structures and signage in 

heritage settings, see Rule 9.3.3.2.1 P4, P5, and P6. 

9.3.3.1.9 For signage on heritage items and in heritage settings the rules in Chapter 6 apply, except  as 

expressly stated under Rule 9.3.3.2.1.  

9.3.3.1.10 For Annandale Woodshed heritage setting (12 Starvation Gully Road), the rules for new 

buildings under Rule 9.3.3.2.3 shall not apply to the modification of, or new stockyards within the 

heritage setting.  

9.3.3.1.11 For Elmwood Park heritage item, the rules for heritage items shall not apply to the area 

shown as marked on the heritage aerial map 672). 

9.3.3.1.12  The matters of discretion for heritage areas apply only to the Akaroa Heritage Area (HA1), 

and apply when triggered by a rule in the underlying chapter. 

 

9.3.3.1.13 Advice Note 

Reference should also be made to other applicable legislation and requirements including the 

following: 

a.  The Building Act and Building Code;  

b.  The Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 in relation to any modification or 

destruction of archaeological sites; 

c.  In relation to crematoria and cemeteries, work involving monuments may also require a 

Monumental Work permit from Council’s Assets and Network Unit;  

d.  Any work affecting heritage items and settings which may be subject to heritage orders are 

required to comply with the separate procedures specified in Part 8 of the Resource 

Management Act 1991. 

 

9 3.3.2  Activity Status Tables  

9.3.3.2.1 Permitted Activities – Heritage items and Heritage settings (High Significance 

(Group 1) and Significant (Group 2)). 

The activities listed below are permitted activities if they comply with the Activity Specific Standards 

set out in this table and all relevant rules in the applicable zone chapter and other chapters. 

 Activities may also be controlled, restricted discretionary, discretionary, or non-complying as 

specified in Rules 9.3.3.2.2 to 9.3.3.2. 6. 

The rules in the table below include restrictions on what may be done with heritage fabric. 

Confirmation that particular fabric is not heritage fabric, and therefore is not subject to those 

rules/standards, can be obtained by obtaining a certificate in accordance with Appendix 9.3.6.9 - 

Certification of non-heritage fabric.   

 



 

 
 

Activity Activity Specific Standards 

P1 Maintenance of a heritage item  

 

 

a. Any temporary scaffolding must be erected:  

i. without fixing to the heritage item (except 

where this would breach health and safety 

requirements) and protective material must be 

used to prevent damaging the surface of the 

heritage fabric; 

or 

ii. In accordance with the guidance of a heritage 

professional.  

P2 Repairs to a heritage item  

 

 

a. Heritage fabric removed is limited to the 

amount necessary to carry out the associated 

work.  

 

b. Any repairs shall be undertaken either:  

 

A. In accordance with the following: 

 

i. Any temporary scaffolding must be erected 

without fixing to the heritage item (except where 

this would breach health and safety requirements) 

and protective material must be used to prevent 

damaging the surface of the heritage fabric. 

ii. Introduced or new materials and new work 

shall be identifiable by use of a recognised 

conservation technique such as date stamping. 

iii. The area the heritage fabric has been removed 

from shall be made weather tight. 

 

Or 

 

B. In accordance with the guidance of a heritage 

professional.  

P3 Heritage investigative and temporary 

works to a heritage item. 

 

 

 

 

 

a. Heritage fabric removed is limited to the 

amount necessary to carry out the associated 

work.  

 

b. Any heritage investigative and temporary works 

shall be undertaken: 

 

A. In accordance with the following:  

 

i. Removed heritage fabric (excluding core 

drilling samples) shall be recorded, stored, and 

reinstated on completion of the works.  

c. The area the heritage fabric is removed from 



 

 
 

shall be made weather tight. 

 

Or  

 

B. In accordance with the guidance of a heritage 

professional. 

 

P4 Temporary buildings or structures for 

events in a heritage item which is an open 

space.  

a. The structure is removed within one month after 

the event. 

 

P5 Temporary buildings or structures for 

events in a heritage setting. 

a. The structure is removed within one month after 

the event.  

P6 Sign/Signage  

Clarification note: 

This rule applies to heritage items and 

heritage settings in addition to the rules 

for signage in Chapter 6. Where the rules 

conflict, this rule will prevail. 

 

 

 

a. For signs on heritage items  

i. protective material must be used to prevent 

damaging the surface of the heritage fabric, or 

where fixing signs to the heritage item is 

necessary, the number of fixing points must be 

limited to the minimum necessary to secure the 

sign. 

ii. the method and materials used to fix to the 

heritage item must not permanently damage any 

heritage fabric unless that heritage fabric is of a 

type that is regularly replaced as part of 

maintenance activities. 

iii. the sign must not project out from a building 

above verandah level. 

b. For signs in heritage settings: 

i. any sign which is for the purposes of 

interpretation shall not exceed 1.2m2 in size.  

ii. where the road frontage exceeds 50m, the 

maximum sign area shall be 0.5m2 per 50m of 

road frontage or part thereof, and the maximum 

area of any individual sign shall be 2.0m2. Any 

sign exceeding 0.5m2 in areas shall be separated 

from other signs by a minimum of 10m. 

c. Signs must not be flashing or moving. 

P7 Development (i.e. buildings and 

earthworks) on sites located above Monks 

Cave (HID 1367), Moa Bone Point Cave 

(HID351), and the Lyttlelton Rail tunnel 

(HID 760). 

a. Any building or earthworks  must avoid direct 

or indirect (i.e. vibration) impact on the 

underground scheduled heritage item.  

 



 

 
 

P8 Demolition and deconstruction of heritage 

items 

a. Regardless of any other rule, demolition or 

deconstruction works carried out under Section 38 

of the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery Act 2011, 

or section 77 of the Greater Christchurch 

Regeneration Act 2016.  

 

P9 
Replacement of buildings (which are not 

listed separately as a heritage item) in a 

heritage setting or an open space heritage 

item, and where the replacement building 

is required as a result of damage sustained 

in the Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 and 

2011. 

 

a. Buildings must reuse the existing floor pad and 

foundations, or have upgraded or new 

foundations. 

b. Buildings must be of the same location, 

footprint, form, scale and orientation as the 

damaged buildings 

c. The exterior of the building must be of 

compatible materials and colours with the 

damaged building and/or with the heritage item 

within the same setting. 

 

Clarification: For a. to c. above, minor variations 

can be incorporated to the specified standards, 

providing there is not a material increase or 

variation. 

 

P10 
Heritage upgrade works for: 

 

a. Group 1 (High Significance) heritage 

items where the works are required as a 

result of damage; and  

 
b. Significant (Group 2) heritage items 

 

a. A heritage works plan shall be submitted to the 

Council in accordance with the heritage works 

plan at Appendix 9.3.6.8 before commencing the 

heritage upgrade works.  

 

b. The works shall be undertaken in accordance 

with the certified heritage works plan. 

 

P11 
Reconstruction and Restoration for: 

 

a Group 1 (High Significance) heritage 

items,  where the works are required as a 

result of damage; and 

 
b. Significant (Group 2) heritage items 

 

a. A heritage works plan shall be submitted to the 

Council in accordance with the heritage works 

plan at Appendix 9.3.6.8 before commencing the 

reconstruction or restoration.  

 

b. The works shall be undertaken in accordance 

with the certified heritage works plan. 

 

P12 
Temporary lifting of a damaged heritage 

item for the purposes of heritage 

investigative and temporary works or 

repair 

 
 

a. The heritage item shall not be lifted to a height 

exceeding 3.0m above any relevant recession 

plane in the applicable zone. 

b. The heritage item must be lowered back to its 

original position within 12 weeks of the lifting 

works having first commenced. 

c. The lifting and lowering shall be undertaken in 

accordance with the guidance of a heritage 

professional. 

d. If the heritage item is located in a residential 

zone, the owners/occupiers of land adjoining the 

site shall be informed of the work at least seven 

days prior to the lift of the heritage item occurring. 

The information provided shall include details of a 

contact person, details of the lift, and the duration 

of the lift. 



 

 
 

e. The Council’s Resource Consents Manager 

shall be notified of the intention to lift the heritage 

item at least seven days prior to the lift occurring. 

The notification must include details of the lift, 

property address, contact details and intended start 

date. 

 

P13 
For heritage items Installation, 

modification or removal of systems and 

fixtures which form part of heating, 

cooling, ventilation, lighting, audio-visual, 

cooking, hot or cold water systems for 

buildings  

 

 

 

a. Heritage fabric removed, or holes drilled or 

apertures created, is limited to the amount 

necessary to carry out the associated work. 

 

b. Materials or structures introduced shall not 

obscure heritage fabric. 

 

c. Where the works affect heritage fabric they 

must be undertaken in accordance with the 

guidance of a heritage professional. 

 

 

9.3.3.2.2 Controlled Activities – Heritage items - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) 

The activities listed below are controlled activities. Conditions imposed are restricted to the matters 

over which control is reserved, as set out in the following table. 

The rules in the table below include restrictions on what may be done with heritage fabric. 

Confirmation that particular fabric is not heritage fabric, and therefore is not subject to those 

rules/standards, can be obtained by obtaining a certificate in accordance with Appendix 9.3.6.9 - 

Certification of non-heritage fabric.   

Activity Matters over which control is reserved 

C1 Heritage upgrade works for  

a. High Significance (Group 1) heritage items 

where either the works do not comply with the 

activity specific standards in Rule 9.3.2.2.1 P10, or 

are not as a result of damage; and for 

b. Group 2 (Significant) heritage items which does 

not comply with the activity specific standards in 

Rule 9.3.2.2.1 P10. 

a. Matters of control for heritage upgrade 

works,  reconstruction and restoration of 

High Significance (Group 1)and 

Significant (Group 2) heritage items - 

9.3.4.1 a to d.  

C2 Reconstruction and Restoration for:  

a. High Significance (Group 1) heritage items 

where either the works do not comply with the 

activity specific standards in Rule 9.3.2.2.2 P11, or 

are not as a result of damage; and  

b. Group 2 (Significant) heritage items which does 

not comply with the activity specific standards in 

Rule 9.3.2.2.1 P11. 

a. Matters of control for heritage upgrade 

works, reconstruction and restoration of 

High Significance (Group 1)and 

Significant (Group 2) heritage items - 

9.3.4.1 - a -  d. 



 

 
 

C3 Demolition and deconstruction of the Cathedral of 

the Blessed Sacrament other than where provided 

in P8. 

 

a. Matters of control for demolition and 

deconstruction, Cathedral of the Blessed 

Sacrament, 9.3.4.2 - a - c.  

C4 Temporary lifting of a damaged heritage item for 

the purposes of heritage investigative and 

temporary works or repair which does not comply 

with one or more of the activity specific standards 

in Rule 9.3.2.2.1 

a. Matters of control for temporary lifting 

or temporary moving, 9.3.4.3. a -c. 

C5 Temporary moving of a damaged heritage item for 

the purposes of heritage investigative and 

temporary works or repairs.  

a. Matters of control for temporary lifting 

or temporary moving, 9.3.4.3. a -c. 

 

9.3.3.2.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities – Heritage items and Heritage settings - High 

Significance (Group 1) and Significant (Group 2) 

The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities. Discretion to grant or decline consent 

and impose conditions is restricted to the Matters of Discretion set out in the following table. 

The rules in the table below include restrictions on what may be done with heritage fabric. 

Confirmation that particular fabric is not heritage fabric, and therefore is not subject to those 

rules/standards, can be obtained by obtaining a certificate in accordance with Appendix 9.3.6.9 - 

Certification of non-heritage fabric.   

Activity The Council's discretion shall be limited to the 

following matters 

RD1 Alteration of a heritage item. 

 

 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

 

RD2 New buildings in a heritage setting. 

 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

RD3 New buildings, structures or features 

located within an open space which is a 

heritage item. 

 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

RD4 Relocation of a heritage item within its 
9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 



 

 
 

heritage setting. Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

RD5 Any activity listed in 9.3.3.2.1 as P1, P2, 

P3 or P7 and P9 as a Permitted Activity 

that does not comply with one or more 

of the Activity Specific Standards for 

that activity. 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

RD6 Any activity listed in 9.3.3.2.1 P4 or P5 

as a Permitted Activity that does not 

comply with one or more of the Activity 

Specific Standards for that activity. 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

RD7 Any activity listed in 9.3.3.2.1 P6 as 

Permitted Activity that does not comply 

with one or more of the Activity Specific 

Standards for that activity. 

a. High Significance (Group 1) and Significant 

(Group 2) heritage items and heritage settings – 

9.3.5.1 a - l. 

b. Signs - Heritage items and heritage settings - 

Group 1 (High Significance) and Group 2 

(Significant) 9.3.5.7 a - e. 

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, 

Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and 

Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) - a. - p. 

 

9.3.3.2.4 Non-notification 

Any resource consent application arising from Rule 9.3.3.2.2 C1, C2, C3, C4 and C5, and Rule 

9.3.3.2.3 RD5 will not require written approvals and shall not be publicly or limited notified. 

 

9.3.3.2.5 Discretionary Activities – Heritage items - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) 

The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 

Activity 

D1 Relocation of a heritage item beyond its heritage setting. 

D2 Demolition of a Significant (Group 2) heritage item. 

D3 Demolition of ChristChurch Cathedral, 100 Cathedral Square, other than provided for under 

Rule 9.3.3.2.1, P8 

 

9.3.3.2.6 Non Complying Activities – Heritage items - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2) 



 

 
 

The activities listed below are non-complying activities. 

Activity 

NC1 Demolition of a High Significance (Group 1) heritage item.  

This rule does not apply to the demolition of the following:  

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament (see Rule 9.3.3.2.2 C3) 

Demolition of ChristChurch Cathedral (see Rule 9.3.3.2.5, D3)  



 

 
 

9.3.4 Matters of Control - Historic heritage 

9.3.4.1 Heritage upgrade works, Reconstruction and Restoration of High Significance 

(Group 1) and Significant (Group 2) Heritage items 

In considering whether or not to impose conditions in respect of heritage upgrade works, 

reconstruction and restoration of High Significance (Group 1) heritage items and Significant (Group 

2) heritage items, the Council reserves control over the following matters: 

a. The form, materials, and methodologies to be used to: 

i. maintain heritage values, including integration with, and connection to other 

parts of the heritage item; 

b. The methodologies to be used to protect the heritage item during upgrading, 

reconstruction and restoration. 

c. Documentation of change during the course of works, and on completion of work by 

such means as photographic recording. 

d. Whether Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga has been consulted and the outcome 

of that consultation.  

 

9.3.4.2 Demolition and deconstruction - Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament  

In considering whether or not to impose conditions in respect of demolition and deconstruction of the 

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, the Council reserves control over the following matters: 

 

a. The methodology for deconstruction including the phasing of the works, any heritage fabric 

which is to be retained, and how any heritage fabric to be retained is to be stored. 

b. A photographic record of the heritage item, including prior to, during the course of the 

works and on completion. 

c. Any mitigation measures, such as installation of interpretative panels on the site that 

identify the history and significance of the heritage item, and may include photographs, text 

and architectural plans of the building.  

 

9.3.4.3 Temporary lifting or temporary moving of a damaged heritage item for the  

purposes of heritage investigative works or repair of heritage items  

 

In considering whether or not to impose conditions in respect of temporary lifting of a damaged 

heritage item for the purposes of heritage investigative works or repairs for High Significance (Group 

1) heritage items and Significant (Group 2) heritage items, the Council reserves control over the 

following matters: 

a. Measures to avoid or mitigate damage to the heritage item during moving. 

b. The duration of time that the item is to be lifted or moved. 

c.  Measures to avoid or mitigate the effects of the temporary moving on  

neighbouring properties. 

 



 

 
 

9.3.5 Matters of Discretion - Historic heritage  

9.3.5.1 Alterations, New buildings, Relocations, Temporary Event Structures, Signage and 

Replacement of Buildings - Heritage items and Settings - High Significance (Group 1) and 

Significant (Group 2)  

In considering whether or not to grant consent or impose conditions in respect of alterations, new 

buildings, relocation, temporary event structures, signage and replacement buildings in or on heritage 

items and heritage settings, the Council shall have regard to the following Matters of Discretion. 

a. The nature and extent of damage incurred as a result of the Canterbury earthquakes of 2010 

and 2011 including the and costs to repair and reconstruct. 

b. The level of intervention necessary to carry out the works, including to meet Building Act and 

Building Code requirements, and alternative solutions considered. 

c. Whether the proposal will provide for ongoing and viable uses, including adaptive reuse, of 

the heritage item.  

d. Whether the proposal, including the form, materials and methodologies are consistent with 

maintaining the heritage values of heritage items and heritage settings, and whether the 

proposal will enhance heritage values, particularly in the case of High Significance (Group 1) 

heritage places and in particular have regard to:  

i. the form, scale, mass materials, colour, design (including the ratio of solid to 

void), detailing (including the appearance and profile of materials used), and 

location of the heritage item; 

ii. the use of existing heritage fabric; 

iii. the extent of earthworks necessary as part of the proposal; 

iv. the necessity of the removal or transplanting of mature trees; 

v. the impact on public places; and 

vi. within a heritage setting, the relationship between elements, such as layout 

and orientation, form and materials. 

e. The extent to which the works are in accordance with the principles in Policy 9.3.2.3 (b), and 

whether the proposal  

i. is supported by a conservation plan or expert heritage report; and 

ii. The extent to which it is consistent with the Statement of Significance and 

Conservation Plan and the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter for the 

Conservation of Places of Cultural heritage value (2010). 

f. Whether the proposed work will have a temporary or permanent adverse effect on heritage 

form, layout, fabric or heritage values and the scale of that effect, and any positive effects on 

heritage form, fabric or values. 

g. The extent to which the heritage fabric has been damaged by natural events, weather and 

environmental factors and the necessity of work to prevent further deterioration.  

h. Whether Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga has been consulted and the outcome of that 

consultation. 

i. Whether the site has cultural or spiritual significance to Tangata Whenua and the outcome of 

any consultation undertaken with Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu and Papatipu Rūnanga. 

j. The extent to which mitigation measures are proposed to be implemented to protect the 

heritage item. Such mitigation measures, include but are not limited to the use of a temporary 

protection plan. 

k. The extent of photographic recording which is necessaryto document changes, including prior 

to, during the course of the works and on completion,particularly in the case of High 



 

 
 

Significance (Group 1) heritage items, the need for a high level of photographic recording 

throughout the process of the works, including prior to the works commencing. 

and in addition: 

l. For new buildings, structures and/or features in open space Heritage items whether the 

building, structure or feature will:  

i. be compatible with, the heritage fabric, values and significance of the heritage item 

including design, detailing and location of heritage item(s) within the open space; 

ii. impact on views to or from the heritage item(s), and reduce the visibility of heritage 

item(s) from public places; and 

iii. the relationship between elements, such as the layout and orientation, form, and 

materials within the open space. 

m. For the relocation of a heritage items: 

i. Whether the new location and orientation of the heritage item will maintain the 

heritage values of the heritage place. 

ii. whether alternative solutions have been considered, including repairs, 

reconstruction, heritage upgrade works, and restoration in situ. 

iii. the potential damage to heritage fabric during relocation and whether repairs will 

be required, and what mitigation measures are proposed, including the use of 

temporary protection plan. 

n. For temporary event structures in open space heritage items and heritage settings: 

i. the duration the temporary event structure will remain within the heritage setting.  

ii. whether the temporary event structures will impact on views to or from the 

heritage item(s) or heritage setting, and reduce the visibility of heritage item(s) 

from public places.  

o. For signage on heritage items and in heritage settings: 

i. whether the sign (including its supporting structure and methods of attachment to 

the heritage item) is compatible with the architectural form, features, fabric and 

heritage values of the heritage place.  

ii. the extent to which any moving, or flashing signs detract from the heritage 

values of the heritage place. 

iii. whether the sign is temporary or permanent, and it temporary, the duration of the 

signage.  

 p. For utilities the functional need to be located in or in proximity to heritage items and settings. 

 

9.3.5.3 Akaroa Heritage Area 

In considering whether or not to grant consent or impose conditions in respect of proposals in the Akaroa 

Heritage Area (HA1), the Council shall have regard to the following Matters of Discretion  

a.  Whether the scale, form, form, design and location of development and subdivision, will maintain or 

enhance the heritage values and significance of the heritage area. 

b. Whether development, including new buildings or addition to buildings, will impact on views to or from 

any heritage item or heritage setting within the heritage area, and whether the visibility of any heritage item 

from public places will be reduced. 

c. Where relevant, the extent to which the proposal is consistent with the Design guidelines – Akaroa 

Commercial Banks Peninsula Zone 



 

 
 

d. Whether the Akaroa Design and Appearance Advisory Committee has been consulted and the outcome 

of that consultation. 

e. Whether Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga has been consulted and the outcome of that consultation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

9.4 Significant Trees 

 
Key: 

 
This revised Proposal is prepared for the purposes of the Definitions (Stage 2 and 3) Hearing and is 

dated 11 August 2016. 

 

Text is colour coded as follows: 

 

Blue text Natural and Cultural heritage Proposal 9 Revised Proposal for Topic 9.4 

Significant Trees (clean) as filed 29 July 2016 for Resumed Hearing on 

10 - 11 August 2016 

 

Green 

underlined text 

 

Definitions that are relied on. 

 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at 

Appendix A to the Council's Closing Legal Submissions dated 11 August 

2016. 

 

 
  



 

 

9.4 Significant and Other Trees  
9.4.1  Objective - Trees 
a. Maintain and enhance the contribution of significant trees and trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and 

public open space including in relation to: 
i.  landscape character and amenity; 

ii.  heritage and cultural values; 

iii. purification of air and rainwater; 
iv. releasing oxygen and storing carbon; 

v.  cooling of the built environment and waterways; 
vi. stormwater and erosion management; 

vii. biodiversity protection and enhancement. 

 

9.4.2  Policies - Trees 
9.4.2.1 Policy – Identification and Assessment of Significant Trees, for scheduling in the District Plan  

a. In order to maintain and enhance their contribution to the District's natural and cultural heritage, 

landscape and amenity values, identify trees, including groups of trees, as either significant or with 
exceptional values, where they are assessed as having one or more the following significant values: 

(i)  botanical;  
(ii)  heritage;  

(iii)  amenity;  

(iv)  landscape;  
(v)  cultural; and 

(vi)  ecological and/or environment value; and  
b. Schedule significant trees and those with exceptional values, in the District Plan except: 

(i)  the structural soundness and health of the tree has been significantly compromised;  

(ii)  the tree poses any unacceptable risk, including likely future risk, to safety, property, 
buildings, strategic infrastructure and electricity lines, including consideration of potential 

mitigation measures and their costs; 

(iii) scheduling the tree may unreasonably restrict the reinstatement of buildings and/or 
property required to remedy damage incurred as a result of the Canterbury earthquakes of 

2010 and 2011; or 
(iv) the location and characteristics of the tree (eg density of foliage, actual and potential size) 

are such that it significantly compromises either the reasonable use and/or residential 

amenity of the property and surrounds. 
  

c. During the life of this District Plan, to continue to identify and assess trees in accordance with the values 
set out in clauses a. and b., and where appropriate, introduce a plan change(s) to schedule significant trees, 

including those with exceptional values, in the District Plan.  

 

9.4.2.2 Policy – Tree Protection 
Protect from inappropriate physical works: 

i. Trees that are scheduled in the District Plan, particularly those significant trees identified as 
having exceptional values; and 

ii. Trees in road corridors, parks, reserves and public open space where they provide amenity 
value and/or collectively contribute to the character and environmental quality of the district, 

to the extent consistent with maintaining the multiple functions of road corridors, parks, 

reserves and public open space. 
 

 

9.4.2.3 Policy – Tree Maintenance 
To enable the maintenance and management of trees that are scheduled in the District and trees in the road 

corridor, parks, public open space and reserves in recognition that such works may be necessary to:  
i. Ensure the continuing health, structural integrity and amenity value of the trees;  

ii. Enable the reasonable use and enjoyment of residential amenity of the property and 

surrounds; and 
iii. Minimise the risk from the trees to public safety, property, buildings, strategic infrastructure 

and electricity lines.  



 

 

 

 

9.4.2.4 Policy – Trees and Utilities 
Where it would not be reasonable to locate outside of the dripline due to locational, technical or 
operational requirements, ensure that the utility is appropriately designed, located and installed to maintain 

as far as practicable the specific values of the significant tree. 

 

 

9.4.2.5 Policy – Trees in Road Corridors, Parks, Reserves, and Public open space 
Road corridors, parks, reserves, and public open space are planted with trees to enhance environmental, 
landscape, cultural, social and economic values. 

 

9.4.2.6 Policy - Felling of Trees  
a. For trees scheduled in the District Plan,  

(i) Limit the felling of significant trees, except where there are no reasonable alternatives to 
maintaining the tree due to its age or condition, or the residential use and enjoyment of the property 

is significantly compromised or diminished, and  
(ii) Avoid the felling of significant trees that are identified as having exceptional values, except where 

there are no reasonable alternatives  

b. Limit the felling of trees in the road corridor, parks, public open space and reserves having regard to 
size, location and species, except where there are no reasonable alternatives. 

 

 

  



 

 

9.4.3 Rules - Trees 
9.4.3.1  How to use the rules 

9.4.3.1.1 To understand whether a site has a significant tree(s), including groups of trees scheduled in 

the District Plan through its inclusion in the Schedule of Significant Trees, and the nature of 

this listing, refer to the Schedules in Appendix 9.4.5.1 and Appendix 9.4.5.2 and the 

Planning Maps. 

9.4.3.1.2 The rules that apply to significant trees and trees in parks, roads, reserves and public open 

space are contained in the Activity Status Tables (including Activity Specific Standards) in 

Rules 9.4.3.2.1 - 9.4.3.2.4 

9.4.3.1.2A The rules in Section 9.4 that apply to either trees in roads, reserves and public open space 

and for significant trees in the Schedules in Appendix 9.4.5.1 and Appendix 9.4.5.2 do not 

apply within Sites of Ecological Significance in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1. The rules 

in Section 9.1 - Indigenous biodiversity and Ecosystems do apply to Sites of Ecological 

Significance in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1. Significant trees within Sites of Ecological 

significance in Schedule A of Appendix 9.1.4.1 are identified on the Planning Maps and in 

Appendices 9.4.5.1 and 9.4.5.2, for information purposes only.  

9.4.3.1.3 The Activity Status Tables and Standards in the remaining Natural and Cultural specific 

chapter provisions, other relevant zone specific chapters, and activities in other chapters also 

apply. 

9.4.3.1.4 Advice Notes: 
 a. Activities in reserves must comply with the Reserves Act 1977 and any associated 

Management Plan.  

 b. Riccarton Bush is included as a park for the purposes of Rule 9.4.3.2.1. 

 c. Activities in the vicinity of electricity lines are also required to comply with the Electricity 

(Hazards from Trees) Regulations 2003. 

d. There are rules for utility works in this chapter, however refer to Chapter 11 Utilities Rules 

for utility works within Significant Tree driplines. 

 

9.4.3.2 Activity Status Tables 

 

9.4.3.2.1 Permitted Activities - Trees  

 
a. The following activities and works are permitted activities if they comply with the Activity 

Specific Standards set out in this table and all relevant rules in the applicable zone chapter and 
other chapters.  

b. Activities may also be controlled, restricted discretionary or discretionary as specified in rules 
9.4.3.2.2 to 9.4.3.2.4. 

 

 

Activity Activity Specific Standard 

P1 Minor pruning of any significant tree listed 

at Appendix 9.4.5.1 or Appendix 9.4.5.2 

a.   Pruning of roots less than 25mm 

in diameter at the point of 
severance; or 

b.  Removal of broken branches, 

deadwood or diseased vegetation; 
or 

c.     Removal of branches physically 
interfering with existing 

buildings or pedestrian and 

vehicle access ways, where such 
work is carried out in accordance 

with advice from a qualified 

works arborist ; or 
d.     Removal of any branch that has 

one or more of the following 
structural faults: 



 

 

i. cracks/splits; 

ii. decay; 
iii. cavities; 

iv. torsion; 

v. codominance; 
vi. included unions; 

vii. bleeding/sap flow; 
viii. loose/cracked bark; 

and 

ix. poor taper; or 
e.  Removal of any branches less than 

50mm in diameter at the point of 

severance within the bottom third 
of the tree, where the natural 

shape, form and branch habit of 
the tree is retained; or 

f.   Removal of any branches between 

50mm and 100mm in diameter at 
the point of severance within the 

bottom third of the tree, where the 
natural shape, form and branch 

habit of the tree is retained and 

the work is carried out in 
accordance with advice from a 

qualified works arborist. 

 
For the purposes of clauses e. and f., 

tree height is measured from ground 
level to the top of the canopy. 

 

P1a Pruning in the top two thirds of any 
significant tree listed at Appendix 9.4.5.1 or 

Appendix 9.4.5.2 

 

a.  Removal of foliage of no more 
than 10% over any three year 

period, with the maximum 

amount of foliage removed in any 
one year limited to no more than 

5%; and 

 
b. The work is undertaken or 

supervised by a suitably qualified 
works arborist; and 

 

c.   Pruning shall retain the natural 
shape, form and branch habit of 

the tree.  
 

P2 Felling of any tree in: 

a. parks or public open space and road 
corridors in Christchurch City; or  

b. Parks, public open space, and road 

corridors in Akaroa as shown in 
Appendix 9.4.5.4 

 

 
 

 
Notes: For the purposes of this rule, 

Christchurch City means the area shown at 

a. Activities shall be undertaken by 

or under the supervision of a 
suitably qualified works arborist 

employed or contracted by the 

Council or network utility 
operators. 

b. Activities within the area at 

Riccarton Bush identified as a 
'Significant Trees Area' shall be 

undertaken by the Riccarton Bush 
Trust or its contractors.  

c. The tree must not be: 



 

 

Appendix 2.2 of Chapter 2 Definitions.  

This rule does not apply to felling within  
the Central City and in State highway road 

corridors, as this is provided for in 

Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P4 

i. greater than 6m in height in a 

road corridor or 10m in height in 
a public open space; 

ii. within a Character Area as shown 

on the planning maps;  
iii. within a waterway setback as 

described in Chapter 6 General 
Rules; or 

iv. of the following species: 

A. Podocarpus cunninghamii - 
Hall's totara 

B. Prumnopitys taxifolia – matai 

/ black pine 
C. Prumnopitys ferruginea - 

miro 
D. Dacrydium cupressinum - 

rimu,  

E. Libocedrus bidwillii- 
kaikawaka / New Zealand 

cedar 
F. Eleocarpus dentatus - hinau 

G. Eleocarpus hookerianus - 

pokaka 
H. Griselinea lucida – puka / 

akapuka / shining broadleaf 

I. Hedycarya arborea - 
pigeonwood 

J. Alectryon excelsus - titoki 
K. Rhopalostylis sapida - nikau 

palm 

L. Cordyline indivisa - mountain 
cabbage tree 

M. Ulmus horizontalis - 

horizontal elm 
N. Ulmus glabra 

‘Camperdownii’ - 
camperdown elm 

 

v. unless: 

A. the tree is dead; or 
B. the tree is within tolerance 

zones for overhead electrical 
conductors and continued 

pruning is detrimental to the 
ongoing health or structural 

integrity or landscape value of 

the tree; or 
C. the tree is damaging buildings, 

utilities or property and further 
damage cannot be reasonably 

avoided except by removing 
the tree; or 

D. the tree is a threat to vehicle 
and pedestrian safety and 

pruning cannot mitigate the 
threat without causing the tree 

to become severely disfigured 



 

 

or affect its long term health or 

structural integrity; or 
E. an operative Reserves Act 

Management Plan specifically 
permits the removal of trees; 

or 
F. if the tree is located in the 

Christchurch Botanic Gardens 
and felling is required in order 

to protect or enhance botanical 

collections or reduce species 
duplication in accordance with 

the provisions of the 
Christchurch Botanic Gardens 

Management Plan. 
P3 Any pruning, maintenance, or remedial 

work / treatment to any tree in  

a. parks or public open space and road 

corridors in Christchurch City; 
or 

b. Parks, public open space, and road 
corridors in Akaroa as shown in 

Appendix 9.4.5.4 

 
 

Note: This rule does not apply within the 

Central City and in State highway road 
corridors, as this is provided for in 

Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P4 
 

a. Activities shall be undertaken by 
or under the supervision of a 

suitably qualified works arborist 

employed or contracted by the 
Council or network utility 

operators. 
b. Activities within the area at 

Riccarton Bush identified as a 

'Significant Trees Area' shall be 
undertaken by the Riccarton Bush 

Trust or its contractors. 

 

 

P4 Any pruning, maintenance, remedial work / 

treatment of, or felling of any tree within 
the State Highway road corridor, or the road 

corridor in the Central City 

 

NIL. 

 

P5 Any work to any tree required under and 

carried out in accordance with clause 14 of 

the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) 
Regulations 2003 

 

a. Activities shall be undertaken by 

or under the supervision of a 

suitably qualified works arborist 
employed or contracted by the 

network utility operator. 

b. Where the work is carried out on 
a tree or trees scheduled in 

Appendices 9.4.5, the network 
utility operator shall notify the 

Council within 7 days that the 

work has been undertaken. 
 

P6 Felling of any significant trees scheduled in 

Appendix 9.4.5.1 or Appendix 9.4.5.2 
 

 

a.  The tree is certified by two suitably 

qualified technician arborists as: 
        (i)   dead; or 

        (ii)  having a loss of structural  
              integrity where the defects  

              cannot be rectified and  

              maintenance practices cannot  
              improve the framework of the  

              tree or mitigate threats to the  

              safety of persons or property. 



 

 

 

 
b.  Before felling the tree, a tree 

removal certificate shall have 

been submitted to the Council 
with the information supplied to 

be in accordance with Appendix 
9.4.5.3 Tree Removal Certificate.  

   

 

 

9.4.3.2.3 Restricted Discretionary Activities – Trees  

 
a. The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities. Discretion to grant or decline 

consent and impose conditions is restricted to the Matters of Discretion set out in the following 

table. 
 

 

Activity The Council's discretion shall be 

limited to the following matters: 

RD1 Any pruning of a significant tree which is 

scheduled in Appendix 9.4.5.1 or 
Appendix 9.4.5.2 (other than those 

identified as having exceptional values) 
that is not provided for under Rule 

9.4.3.2.1 P1 or P1a. 

Any application for this activity will not 
require written approvals and shall not be 

limited or publicly notified. 

 

 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion – Trees 

a - o. 

RD3 Felling of trees within the locations 

described under Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P2, which 
does not comply with one or more of the 

activity specific standards under  Rule 
9.4.3.2.1 P2  

Any application for this activity will not 

require written approvals, but may be 
limited or publicly notified. 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion - Trees 

a – o. 

RD4 Activities which do not comply with one 

or more of the activity specific standards 
under Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P3. 

Any application for this activity will not 

require written approvals and shall not be 
limited or publicly notified. 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion - Trees 

a - o. 

RD5 Any works or construction within the 

dripline of a significant tree that involves 
disturbance of land (including 

earthworks); vehicular traffic; sealing or 
paving (excluding earthworks); storage of 

materials, vehicles, plant, equipment, or 

release, injection or placement of 
chemicals or toxic substances. 

Any application for this activity will not 
require written approvals and shall not be 

limited or publicly notified. 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion - Trees 

a – o. 



 

 

RD6 Any of the following within 10m of the 

base of any tree in the Significant Trees 
area at Riccarton Bush: 

a. works or construction (including 

earthworks) (Christchurch City Council 
(#3723.864);  

b. vehicular traffic;  
c. sealing or paving (excluding 

earthworks);  

d. storage of materials, vehicles, plant, 
equipment;  

e. or release, injection or placement of 

chemicals or toxic substances. In the case 
of the property at 48 Rata Street (legally 

described as Lot 375 DP 11261) the 10 
metre restriction shall only to the northern 

boundary of that property (JG and JL 

Hardie Family Trust #3009.1).  
 

Note: For the purposes of this rule, the 
outer boundary defining the Significant 

Trees Area (which follows the predator-

proof fence surrounding the forest 
remnant) shall be deemed to be the base 

of the tree. 

Any application for this activity will not 
require written approvals and shall not be 

limited or publicly notified. 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion - Trees 

a – o. 

RD7 Felling of any significant tree scheduled in 
Appendix 9.4.5.1 or Appendix 9.4.5.2 that 

is not identified in that appendix as having 
exceptional values .and is not provided for 

under Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P6 

Any application for this activity will not 
require written approvals, but may be 

limited or publicly notified. 

9.4.4 Matters of Discretion – Trees 
a - o. 

RD8 
 

Any pruning or felling of a significant tree 
scheduled in Appendix 9.4.5.1 or 

Appendix 9.4.5.2 associated with the 

maintenance, operation or development of 
a National grid transmission line existing 

on 14 January 2010 including as required 
by the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) 

Regulations 2003. 

 
Note: This rule provides for pruning or 

felling under this specified circumstance 
where not otherwise provided for under 

Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P1, P1a or P6. 

 
Any application for this activity will not 

require written approvals, but may be 

limited or publicly notified. 

 

 

9.4.3.2.4 Discretionary Activities - Trees  
 
a. The activities listed below are discretionary activities. 



 

 

 

Activity 

D1 Felling of significant trees identified as having exceptional values in Appendix 9.4.5.1 or 
Appendix 9.4.5.2, where not provided for under Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P6. 

Any application for this activity will not require written approvals, but may be limited or publicly 
notified. 

D2 Pruning of significant trees identified as having exceptional values in Appendix 9.4.5.1 or 

Appendix 9.4.5.2 where not provided for under Rule 9.4.3.2.1 P1 or Rule 9.4.3.2.2 C1  
Any application for this activity will not require written approvals, but may be limited or publicly 

notified. 

 

9.4.3.2.5 Non-complying Activities - Trees 

 

There are no non-complying activities. 

 

 

9.4.3.2.6 Prohibited Activities - Trees 

 

There are no prohibited activities. 

 

 

9.4.5  Matters of Discretion - Trees 
Effects of activity/works on the tree 

a. The character and degree of modification, damage, or destruction of the values that make the tree/s 
significant; 

b. The extent to which the works will or may adversely affect the health or structural integrity or visual 

appearance of the tree; 
c. Whether the works will be undertaken in a manner consistent with internationally accepted 

arboricultural standards, practices and procedures; 

d. The duration and frequency of the activity and the effect on the tree; 
e. Whether the tree is resilient, including structural soundness and health and the irreversibility of 

effect on the tree; 
f. The degree of impact on landscape character, and ecological, cultural, heritage and or 

neighbourhood amenity values; 

g. In relation to a scheduled group of trees, the extent to which the works will or may adversely affect 
the health, structural integrity or amenity values of the wider group; 

h. Whether any proposed compensation for the loss of the significant tree/s fully mitigates the loss of 
landscape and environmental benefits within 15 – 20 years; 

 

Extent of benefit or need for activity/works 
i. The need for the work to deal with an emergency situation, or to avoid significant risk of effects on 

human health and safety, or significant impacts on infrastructure, including the strategic transport 

network. 
j. The extent of benefits associated with the use and development of the site for activities anticipated 

by the zoning for the site, including the use of the site for residential development, taking into 
account the cumulative effect of multiple protection provisions (eg. setbacks from water bodies, 

heritage items) 

k. For proposed activities in connection with a recovery activity in the Flat Land Recovery Zone, the 
extent to which the proposal would maintain the contribution of any significant trees, and trees in 

road corridors, parks, reserves and public open space. 
 

Riccarton Bush  

l. For the lowland kahikatea forest remnant at 16 Kahu Road, which forms part of the greater 
Riccarton Bush and House Reserve, and is defined by a ‘Protected Trees Area’ symbol identified as 



 

 

a 'Significant Trees Area' on planning map 38B, the Council shall additionally have regard to the 

following matters:  
 

i. The effects of any building, including the type of foundation used, and/or shading by the 
building on the existing trees and the supporting ecosystem of the forest remnant, including 

the juvenile regenerating trees.  

ii. The effects of any works on the extensive surface and sub-surface root systems of the 
kahikatea trees.  

iii. The effects of any impervious surfaces on the health and viability of the trees and the 

supporting ecosystem including soil aeration and hydrological balance.  
iv. Whether constructing a building in close proximity to the forest remnant is likely to give rise 

to reverse sensitivity regarding shading, branch overhang, encroaching tree roots or 
windthrow. 

 

Extent of benefit or need for activity/works 
m. For utilities the extent of benefits associated with that utility, whether there is a functional or 

operational requirement for that location and whether there are any practical alternatives.  
n.  The extent to which the works would result in improved residential amenity that cannot otherwise 

by achieved by arboricultural or property management means.  

o.  The need for the works directly arising from damaged incurred as a result of the Canterbury 
earthquakes, which if not otherwise undertaken would unreasonably restrict repair or rebuilding of 

the damaged buildings on the site. 

 



 

 

9.5 NGĀI TAHU VALUES AND THE NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT  

Key 

This revised proposal has been prepared for the purposes of the Definitions (Stage 2 and 3) Hearing 

and is dated 11 August 2016. 

 

Text is colour coded as follows: 

 

Blue text Chapter 9.5 text (clean) as filed with the Council’s Closing Legal 

Submissions on Topic 9.5 on 17 June 2016 

Highlighted 

grey black text 

or blue text 

Where the Decision text (black text) or Proposal text (blue text) is the same 

as, or equivalent to, a Central City provision.    

Red underlined 

text and red 

strikethrough 

text 

Consequential Amendments required to Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural 

Heritage as set out and explained in Appendix C 'Consequential 

Amendments Table' to the Council's Memorandum of Counsel dated 11 

August 2016.   

 

A comment bubble is used to identify the relevant row in the table.  

Green 

underlined text 

OR 

Highlighted 

green red text 

Definitions that are relied on. 

 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at Appendix 
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9.5 NGĀI TAHU VALUES AND THE NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT  

9.5.1 Objectives - Ngāi Tahu Values and the Natural Environment 

9.5.1.1 Areas and Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 

The historic and contemporary relationship of Ngāi Tahu mana whenua with their ancestral lands, 

water, sites, wāhi tapu and other taonga is recognised and provided for in the rebuild and future 

development of Ōtautahi, Te Pātaka o Rākaihautῡ and the greater Christchurch Area. 

9.5.1.2 Integrated Management of Land and Water  

The natural character of and Ngāi Tahu cultural values associated with water bodies, repo / wetlands, 

waipuna / springs and the coastal environment of Ōtautahi, Te Pātaka o Rākaihautῡ and the greater 

Christchurch Area are maintained or enhanced as part of the rebuild and future development of the 

District - Ki Uta Ki Tai (from the mountains to the sea). 

9.5.1.3 Cultural significance of Te Tai o Mahaanui and the Coastal Environment to Ngāi Tahu 

The cultural significance of Te Tai o Mahaanui, including Te Ihutai, Whakaraupō, Koukourārata, 

Akaroa, Te Waihora, Te Roto o Wairewa and the coastal environment as a whole to Ngāi Tahu is 

recognised and Ngāi Tahu are able to exercise kaitiakitanga and undertake customary uses in 

accordance with tikanga, within the coastal environment. 

9.5.2 Policies - Ngāi Tahu Values and the Natural Environment 

9.5.2.1 Wāhi Tapu and Wāhi Taonga 

a.  Avoid any disturbance of urupā - except for activities associated with the identification and 

protection of such sites which are undertaken by the relevant rῡnanga or their authorised 

agent. 

b.   Protect Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga sites from inappropriate development, disturbance, damage 

or destruction; and ensure activities adjoining these sites do not adversely affect them. 

9.5.2.2 Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna  

a.  Recognise the historic and contemporary relationship of Ngāi Tahu with the areas and 

landscapes identified as Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna and: 

i. Facilitate opportunities to provide information about the historic occupation or use of 

these areas by Ngāi Tahu and associated values;  



 

 

ii. Incorporate representation of the association of Ngāi Tahu with these areas into the 

design of public or community buildings and facilities, and in the subdivision and 

development or redevelopment of residential or commercial areas; 

iii. Manage earthworks involving disturbance of soils below a depth not previously 

disturbed by cultivation or building foundations;  

iv. Facilitate opportunities to enhance mahinga kai and other customary use of taonga 

species through planting and landscaping;  

v. Enhance the natural character and cultural values of water bodies, waipuna/springs 

and repo / wetlands, including reinstating original water courses where practicable; 

vi. Maintain or restore natural features with cultural values within these areas; and 

vii. Ensure utilities are appropriately designed, located and installed to maintain as far as 

practicable the values of Ngā Tῡranga Tūpuna. 

9.5.2.3 Ngā Wai 

a.  Recognise the cultural significance of the water bodies, waipuna/springs, repo / wetlands, and 

coastal areas identified as ngā wai and manage the effects of land uses and activities on the 

surface of water to: 

i. Maintain the natural character of these water bodies where it is high and enhance it where 

it is degraded, including reinstating original water courses where practicable; 

ii. Recognise historic and contemporary Ngāi Tahu customary uses and values associated 

with these water bodies and enhance opportunities for customary use and access; 

iii. Ensure any land uses or activities on the surface of water in or adjoining these sites do not 

adversely affect taonga species or Ngāi Tahu customary uses in these areas; 

iv. Ensure new land uses do not create an additional demand to be able to discharge sewage 

or stormwater directly into ngā wai, other water bodies or the coastal marine area; and 

address the need for existing land uses to discharge untreated sewage or stormwater into 

these areas; and 

v. Ensure utilities are appropriately designed, located and installed to maintain as far as 

practicable the values of ngā wai, while having regard to their locational, technical and 

operational requirements.  



 

 

9.5.2.4 Archaeological sites 

a.   Avoid damage to or destruction of Ngāi Tahu mana whenua archaeological sites within 

identified sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance or any unmarked or unrecorded 

archeological site when undertaking earthworks, building or utility activities. 

9.5.2.5 Engagement with rūnanga 

a.  Ngāi Tahu and Council to encourage and facilitate the engagement of landowners and 

resource consent applicants with the relevant rūnanga prior to undertaking activities and/or 

applying for resource consent, within or adjacent to sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance 

(including silent file areas).  Where prior applicant engagement has not been undertaken 

Council will consult with the relevant rūnanga. 

 

9.5.2.6 Identified sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance 

 a.  Kaitiakitanga, and the relationship of Ngāi Tahu and their culture and traditions with their 

ancestral lands, water, sites, wāhi tapu and other taonga, shall be recognised and provided for 

by managing cultural values of identified sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance in the 

manner set out in Policies 9.5.2.1 to 9.5.2.5.  

9.5.2.7 Future Work 

a. The Council will: 

i. Facilitate the further identification and classification of sites of cultural significance to Ngāi 

Tahu mana whenua for inclusion in the district plan over time. 

ii. Give priority to future work to provide recognition and protection of the Mahaanui Iwi 

Management Plan silent files and Kaitorete Spit (identified in Schedule 9.5.5.2) and plan 

changes to reclassify these sites (or part thereof) as Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga and identify 

site extents on aerial and planning maps.  

 



 

 

9.5.3   Rules – Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance 

9.5.3.1   How to use the rules 

9.5.3.1.1 Identified Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance are classified as: 

i Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga; 

ii Ngā Tūranga Tūpuna; and 

iii Ngā Wai (includes Te Tai o Mahaanui). 

 

9.5.3.1.2  The identified sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance are shown on the planning 

maps as an overlay, listed within the schedules in 9.5.5 and shown on aerial maps in 

9.5.6.  The planning and aerial maps show the land parcels which contain an overlay 

area and a unique identifier.  The schedules in 9.5.5 are ordered by the unique 

identifier number and provide a list of the relevant planning maps, the classification, 

sub-class, location / name, description and cross-references to the rules that apply.    

9.5.3.1.3 Silent files are a tool to protect sites of significance in the takiwā. Silent files areas are 

mapped by tribal experts to indicate a higher probability of encounter with sensitive 

tangible and/or intangible Ngāi Tahu values, without revealing the exact location.   

The location / name in the schedules and aerial maps is for the purposes of assisting 

with geographic identification of silent files and is not an exact location of sensitive 

Wāhi Tapu values.  The extent of the silent files identified in Schedule 9.5.5.1 are 

smaller areas on Banks Peninsula that sit within the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 

2013 silent files identified in Schedule 9.5.5.2.  For clarity, the separation of the silent 

files into two parts does not reflect the Mahaanu Iwi Management Plan. 

9.5.3.1.4  The rules that apply to Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga sites identified in Schedule 9.5.5.1 

are contained in Rule 9.5.3.2.2 below and in zone and district wide chapters.   

9.5.3.1.5 Chapter 9.5 does not contain rules in respect of sites identified in the following 

schedules, however provisions in zone and district wide chapter rules do apply along 

with matters of discretion in 9.5.2: 

i Schedule 9.5.5.2 - Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan silent files and Kaitorete 

spit; 

ii Schedule 9.5.5.3 - Ngā Tūranga Tūpuna; or 

iii Schedule 9.5.5.4 - Ngā Wai 

 

9.5.3.1.6 Where an activity requires resource consent due to zone and/or district wide chapters, 

and is mapped as a Site of Ngāi Tahu cultural Significance an assessment of the 

effects on the cultural values of the sites is required under the restricted discretionary, 



 

 

discretionary or non-complying activity rules, where certain activities have been 

identified.  Where identified activities in zone and district wide chapters require 

restricted discretionary activity resource consent a matter of discretion has been added 

along with a hyperlink to clause: 

i 9.5.4.1 - Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga for Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 

silent files and Kaitōrete spit; 

ii 9.5.4.2 - Ngā Tūranga Tūpuna; and 

iii 9.5.4.3 - Ngā Wai 

 

Identified discretionary activities or non-complying activities in zone and district 

wide chapter rules may also apply. 

9.5.3.1.7 Where a site has more than one classification the policies, rules and matters of 

discretion for each classification apply.   

9.5.3.1.8 Activities undertaken within identified Sites of Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance are 

also subject to the rules in the zone chapters and the following district wide chapters 

(where relevant): 

5  Natural Hazards 

6  General Rules and Procedures 

7  Transport 

8  Subdivision, Development and Earthworks 

9  Natural and Cultural Heritage –  

9.1 Indigenous Biodiversity; 

9.2 Landscapes and Natural Character; 

9.3 Historic Heritage; 

9.4 Trees; and  

9.6 Coastal Environment. 

11  Utilities and energy 

12  Hazardous Substances 

9.5.3.1.9  The following rules do not apply to any activity undertaken within a 

Papakāinga/Kāinga Nohanga zone on land which is held as Māori land.  The rules for 

activities within a Papakāinga/Kāinga Nohanga zone on land which is held as Māori 

land are contained within Chapter 4.  

9.5.3.1.10 In respect of the Belfast Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan silent file (ID 1 in Schedule 

9.5.5.2) within the area identified on the Outline Development Plan in Appendix 



 

 

16.7.5 the rules are contained within Chapter 8 and Chapter 16.  Activities undertaken 

within the balance of Belfast Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan silent file (ID 1 in 

Schedule 9.5.5.2) are subject to the Objectives and Policies in Chapter 9, the rules in 

other parts of the plan and the Matters of Discretion 9.5.4.1. 

9.5.3.1.11 Activities undertaken within or adjacent to Ngā Wai waterbodies and Te Tai o 

Mahaanui / the coastal environment identified in 9.5.5.4 Schedule of Ngā Wai are 

subject to the Objectives and Policies in Chapter 9, the rules in zone chapters (in 

particular chapter 18 in respect of surface of water) and district wide chapters (in 

particular Chapter 6.6 Water body setbacks) and the Matters of Discretion 9.5.4.3. 

9.5.3.12 Advice Notes:  

 a. In addition to the requirements under these rules, all archaeological sites, whether 

recorded or unrecorded, are protected under the provisions of Section 42 of the 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and cannot be modified or 

destroyed or caused to be modified or destroyed without obtaining an authority from 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga.   

b. Attention is drawn to the Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan 2013 (including the 

Accidental Discovery Protocol and Subdivision and Development Guidelines) and Te 

Whakatau Kaupapa. 

c. In respect of Ngā Wai attention is drawn to the Ngāi Tahu Freshwater Policy and 

the Joint Management Plan for Te Waihora (Lake Ellesmere). 

 

  



 

 

9.5.3.2   Activity Status Tables - Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga 

9.5.3.2.1 There are no permitted, discretionary, non-complying or prohibited activity rules in 

Chapter 9.5.  

9.5.3.2.2 Restricted Discretionary Activities - Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga  

a. The activities listed below are restricted discretionary activities within any Site of 

Ngāi Tahu Cultural Significance identified in Appendix 9.5.5.1. 

Activity  The Council's discretion shall be 

limited to the following matters  

RD1  

 

a. Any Buildings. a. 9.5.4.1 - Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi 

Taonga 

   

b. Notification 

Any resource consent application arising from 9.5.3.2.2 RD1 need not be publicly 

notified, but shall be limited notified to the relevant rūnanga and Heritage New 

Zealand Pouhere Taonga in respect of sites on the New Zealand Heritage List / 

Rārangi Korero, unless those affected parties have provided written approval.  

 

  Advice note:  

1. Reference should also be made to Chapter 8 subdivision rule 8.3.2.3 RD12 and 

Chapter 8 earthworks rule 8.8.3 RD6. 

 

  



 

 

9.5.4   Matters of Discretion 

9.5.4.1   Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga, Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan Silent Files and 

Kaitōrete Spit. 

 

a. The potential adverse effects, including on sensitive tangible and/or intangible 

Ngāi Tahu values as identified by engagement with the relevant Papatipu 

rūnanga; 

b. Effects on sites of archaeological value including consideration of the need to 

impose an Accidental Discovery Protocol or have a cultural monitor present. 

c. The extent to which sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance are protected. 

d. Whether a Cultural Impact Assessment has been undertaken and the proposal's 

consistency with values identified. 

e. The effects of the proposed activity on Ngāi Tahu values and the appropriateness 

of any mitigation measures, including cultural monitoring.  

f. Whether a protocol has been agreed with the Rūnanga for managing accidental 

discovery.  

g. Whether the relevant Papatipu rūnanga has been consulted, the outcome of that 

consultation and whether the development or activity responds to, or incorporates 

the outcome of that consultation. 

h. In respect of sites on the New Zealand Heritage List / Rārangi Korero whether 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga has been consulted and the outcome of 

that consultation.  

i. In respect of utilities, the extent to which the proposed utility has technical or 

operational needs for its location.  

 

9.5.4.2 Ngā Tūranga Tūpuna  

a. The effects of the proposed activity on Ngāi Tahu values and the appropriateness 

of any mitigation measures. 

b. Effects on sites of archaeological value including consideration of the need to 

impose an Accidental Discovery Protocol or have a cultural monitor present. 

c. The extent to which the proposed development or activity recognises and 

incorporates Ngāi Tahu history, identity and values into development or 

redevelopment within these areas.   

d. Whether the proposal maintains or restores natural features with cultural values 

within these areas. 

e. Whether the relevant Papatipu rūnanga has been consulted, the outcome of that 

consultation and whether the development or activity responds to, or incorporates 

the outcome of that consultation. 

f. Whether the proposal provides an opportunity to recognise Ngāi Tahu culture, 

history and identity associated with specific places and affirms connection 

between mana whenua and place. 

g. Whether any site of historic Ngāi Tahu occupation will be disturbed.   

h. The provision of information on Ngāi Tahu history and association with the area.   

i. The effect of removing indigenous vegetation on mahinga kai and other 

customary uses. 

j. In respect of utilities, the extent to which the proposed utility has technical or 

operational needs for its location. 

 

9.5.4.3  Ngā Wai  



 

 

a. Whether the relevant Papatipu rūnanga has been consulted, the outcome of that 

consultation and whether the development or activity responds to, or incorporates 

the outcome of that consultation. 

b. Effects on sites of archaeological value including consideration of the need to 

impose an Accidental Discovery Protocol or have a cultural monitor present. 

c. The effects of the proposed activity on Ngāi Tahu values and the appropriateness 

of any mitigation measures including new planting and improved access for 

customary use. 

d. Whether the proposal will remove indigenous vegetation and any effects on 

mahinga kai and other customary uses. 

e. The extent to which the proposed activity will affect the natural character of the 

waterbody and its margins, or Te Tai o Mahaanui / the coastal environment.  

f. The provision of information on Ngāi Tahu history and association with the area. 

g. Whether wastewater disposal and stormwater management systems recognise the 

cultural significance of ngā wai, and do not create additional demand to discharge 

directly. 

h. In respect of utilities, the extent to which the proposed utility has technical or 

operational needs for its location.  

 

Advice note:  

With respect to Ngā Wai Te Tai o Mahaanui / the coastal environment reference should also be made 

to Chapter 9.6 Objectives, Policy 9.6.2.3 Extent of the Coastal Environment, and Matters of 

Discretion.



 

 

9.6 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

Key 

This revised proposal has been prepared for the purposes of the Definitions (Stage 2 and 3) Hearing 

and is dated 11 August 2016. 

 

Text is colour coded as follows: 

Blue text Chapter 9.6 Coastal Environment text (clean) as filed with the Council’s 

Closing Legal Submissions on Topic 9.5 on 17 June 2016.  Based on Clean 

Revised Proposal for the Coastal Environment and Open Space Coastal 

Zone - Attachment B to the Council's Closing Submissions 22 March 2016. 

Highlighted 

grey black text 

or blue text 

Where the Decision text (black text) or Proposal text (blue text) is the same 

as, or equivalent to, a Central City provision.    

Red underlined 

text and red 

strikethrough 

text 

Consequential Amendments required to Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural 

Heritage as set out and explained in Appendix C 'Consequential 

Amendments Table' to the Council's Memorandum of Counsel dated 11 

August 2016.   

 

A comment bubble is used to identify the relevant row in the table.  

Green 

underlined text 

OR 

Highlighted 

green red text 

Definitions that are relied on. 

 

The definitions identified relate to the Revised Proposal filed at Appendix 

A to the Council's Closing Legal Submissions dated 11 August 2016. 

Blue hyperlinks Links to websites.  

 

  



 

 

 

9.6 COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

Introduction  

 

The coastal environment is a continuous, uninterrupted area that adjoins the coastal marine area 

boundary and covers urban and natural environments. The landward extent of the coastal environment 

along the district’s coastline is identified on the planning maps.   

 

The coastal environment has been identified though multi-criteria analysis assessing the following: 

a. natural coastal character; 

b. coastal landscape and ecology; 

c. coastal natural hazards; 

d. interaction with Coastal Marine Area; 

e. public access and recreation; 

f. heritage values; and 

g. practical and reasonable approach. 

 

The entirety of the coastline around the Christchurch District is acknowledged in the Ngāi Tahu 

Settlement as a Statutory Acknowledgement Area ‘Te Tai o Mahaanui’.  The Coastal Environment is 

highly valued by Ngāi Tahu-Mana whenua and has traditionally, and continues to, provide for 

settlement and mahinga kai.  Landside activities can impact the quality of the Coastal Environment, 

which is expressed in the whakataukī ‘ki uta ki tai’, ‘from mountains to the sea’ – all things are 

connected.   

 

Access to mahinga kai and other areas of significance to Ngāi Tahu – Manawhenua is of fundamental 

importance to exercising kaitaitanga.  Due to historical occupation and the abundance of resources 

along the coastline, there is a depth of connection with the Coastal Environment. 

 

The purpose of the coastal environment chapter is to provide the overarching direction and balance 

between enabling people and communities to provide for their social, economic and cultural 

wellbeing and their health and safety while maintaining and protecting the values of the coastal 

environment.  The Coastal Environment Chapter includes objectives, policies and matters of 

discretion but no rules.   

 

Activities are subject to the rules in the zone chapters and the following District wide chapters (where 

relevant): 

 

5. Natural Hazards 

6. General Rules and Procedures 

7. Transport 

8. Subdivision, Development and Earthworks 

9. Natural and Cultural Heritage: 

Part A - 9.0 Ngāi Tahu Values and the Natural Environment  

9.1  Indigenous biodiversity 



 

 

9.2 Outstanding Natural Features and Landscapes, Rural Amenity Landscapes, 

Significant Features and Landscapes and Areas of Natural Character in the Coastal 

Environment 

9.3  Historic heritage  

9.4  Trees 

11. Utilities and energy 

12. Hazardous substances 

 

Activities located within the coastal environment and requiring resource consent approval under zone 

or area wide rules applying across the district will be assessed against the coastal environment 

objectives and policies.  Restricted discretionary resource consents, where appropriate, will cross-

reference to the matters of discretion for the coastal environment. 

 

The Lyttelton Port Recovery Plan has been developed to give effect to the NZCPS 2010 and the 

Coastal Environment objectives, policies or matters of discretion do not apply to the Specific Purpose 

Lyttelton Port Zone. 

 

9.6.1 Objectives 

 

9.6.1.1 The Coastal Environment 

 

To enable people and communities to provide for their social, economic and cultural wellbeing and 

their health and safety while maintaining and protecting the values of the coastal environment, 

including: 

i. Indigenous biodiversity and the maintenance of the ecological function and habitats; 

ii. Natural features and landscapes; 

iii. Natural character;  

iv. Historic heritage;  

v. Ngāi Tahu cultural values;  

vi. Visual quality and amenity; and  

vii. Recreation values. 

 

9.6.1.2 Access to and along the Coast 

 

Public access to and along the coastal marine area is provided in places and in forms which are 

compatible with public health and safety, sensitivity of the receiving environment and protecting the 

natural, historic and Ngāi Tahu cultural values. 

 

9.6.2 Policies 

 

9.6.2.1 Effects of Activities on the Coastal Environment 

 

a. Ensure that subdivision, use and development  is of a scale and located to maintain and protect 

the values of the coastal environment, including: 

i. Indigenous biodiversity and the dynamic, complex and interdependent processes of 

ecosystems; 

ii. Natural features and landscapes; 



 

 

iii. Natural character, inlcuidng the natural integrity and functioning of contributing and 

associated coastal processes;  

iv. Historic heritage, recognising that historict heritage may span the line of mean high 

water springs;  

v. Ngāi Tahu cultural values;  

vi. Visual quality and amenity values; and .  

vii. Recreation values. 

  

b.  Recognise and provide for the operation, maintenance, upgrade and development of strategic 

infrastructure and utilities that have a technical, locational or functional need to be located in 

the coastal environment. 

 

Advice Note:  

 

Reference should also be made to: 

 

i. Strategic objective 3.3.16 Water / Wai, waterbodies and the Coastal Environment.  

 

ii. Comprehensive provisions in Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage relevant to the coastal 

environment including Ngāi Tahu values and the natural environment, Indigenous Biodiversity and 

Ecosystems, Natural features and landscapes and Natural Character in the Coastal Environment and 

Historic Heritage.  

 

9.6.2.2 Access to and along the Coast 

 

a. Maintain existing public access to the coastal marine area and provide additional public access 

where: 

i. There is demand for public access; 

ii. There is an acceptably low risk of danger to public health or safety; 

iii. Public access does not compromise the safe and efficient operation of jetty facilities at 

Lyttelton, Akaroa and Diamond Harbour; and 

iv. Public access is in a form and at a level compatible with the sensitivity of the receiving 

environment, including farming operations and any sites of particular ecological or 

cultural sensitivity. 

b. Facilitate access by Ngāi Tahu mana whenua to and along the coastal marine area for mahinga 

kai and other customary uses. 

 

9.6.2.3 Extent of the Coastal Environment 

a. Recognise that the landward extent of the coastal environment varies according to the dynamic 

nature of the values, processes and qualities present.  

 



 

 

9.6.3 Matters of Discretion  

 

9.6.3.1 Effects of Activities on the Coastal Environment  

 

a. The location, scale and intensity of the activity and/or buildings and the extent to which the 

proposal will adversely affect the values of the coastal environment, including: 

i. indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems 

ii. natural character, natural landscapes and features, visual qualities and amenity values  

iii. historic heritage 

iv. Ngāi Tahu – mana whenua cultural and traditional associations, ‘Te Tai o Mahaanui’ 

statutory acknowledgement area and Sites of Ngāi Tahu cultural significance.  

b. Whether the proposal will maintain or enhance public access to and along the coast, including: 

i. The potential for use and development to adversely affect existing customary access or 

public access to and along the coast; 

ii. Whether the location of public access has the potential to adversely affect public health 

and safety, Ngāi Tahu mana whenua, cultural values, including effects on Sites of Ngāi 

Tahu cultural significance, mahinga kai, riparian vegetation, water quality and 

connections between fresh water resources, amenity values associated with freshwater, 

the coastal environment and their margins.  

c. Whether any mitigation measures are proposed, including planting and restoration of natural 

character. 

d. Extent to which the proposed subdivision, use or development is likely to result adverse 

cumulative effects on the values of the coastal environment. 

e. Whether the proposal is susceptible to the effects of coastal hazards.  

f. Whether the proposal supports coastal recreation activities and/or facilities. 

g. The contribution the proposed subdivision, use or development activity makes to the social, 

cultural and economic wellbeing of people and communities. 

h. Placeholder - water quality in the coastal environment (drafting to relect Strategic Objective 

9.3.16 Water / Wai, Waterbodies and the Coastal Environment).  

 

i.  Within a Site of Ngāi Tahu Cultural significance, the matters set out at 9.5.4 as relevant to the 

site classification: 

i 9.5.4.1 - Wāhi Tapu / Wāhi Taonga, Mahaanui Iwi Management Plan Silent Files and 

Kaitorete Spit.  

ii 9.5.4.2 - Ngā Tūranga Tūpuna;  

iii 9.5.4.3 - Ngā Wai. 

Advice note:  

With respect to Ngā Wai Te Tai o Mahaanui / the coastal environment reference should also be made 

to 9.5.1 Objectives - Ngāi Tahu Values and the Natural Environment and policy 9.5.2.3 Ngā Wai.  

https://proposeddistrictplan.ccc.govt.nz/common/user/contentlink.aspx?sid=43362


 

 

 


