
Appendix A: Amended Rule 17.8.2.1 and 17.8.2.1.1  
(as agreed by Fiona Aston and Andrew Craig 20/11/15) 
 
Notes: amendments highlighted in yellow. 
 

17.8.2.1 Residential activities on existing small sites  
 

a. Whether the density, location and design of the residential activity will maintain the rural 

character and amenity values of the surrounding environment  taking into account: 

i. the effects of a residential unit on the site contributing to a change in the rural character 

and amenity values towards a more urban character; 

ii. the extent to which the site is capable of providing a residential building platform 

and curtilage an identified building area that complies with relevant Built Form  

Standards, including separation distances;[#2387.8 Crown pg29] 

iii. the extent to which the current use of the site is for a viable rural activity and its ability to 
continue; 

iv. the extent to which the site will be compromised for any future urban activities 

or combined with surrounding sites to   enable a larger development to occur; 

[#2387.8 Crown pg29] and 

v. the potential for reverse sensitivity effects on rural productive activities in the 

surrounding environment, including cumulative effects of additional sensitive 

activities. [#2387.8 Crown pg29] 

vi. where a site is located within the High Quality Gravel Resource Overlay in 

Appendix 17.9.1, the extent to which a dwelling on the site may foreclose on 

the ability to extract gravel resources and increase the likelihood of reverse 

sensitivity effects on quarrying and associated activities. [#2206.13 Yaldhurst 

Rural Residents Association pg4 ; #2162.5 Sara Harnett pg2] 

  

17.8.2.1.1 Residential activities on existing small sites – Rural Port Hills 
 
 The matters above and the following additional matters:- 
 

vi Whether the proposal is consistent with maintaining and enhancing the qualities of Significant 
Features and/or Significant Landscapes.  

 
vii Any adverse effects on adjoining outstanding natural features and outstanding natural 

landscapes, and whether there is a sufficient separation to avoid detracting from the qualities 
of those areas. When assessing separation, account shall be taken of visual separation, 
vertical and horizontal setback distances and retention of indigenous vegetation. 

 

viii the extent to which the proposal will detract from the natural and open landscape values. 

 

ix  Whether the development will integrate into the landscape and the appropriateness of the 

scale, form, design and finish (materials and colours) proposed and mitigation measures such 

as planting. This shall include consideration of any adverse effects of reflectivity, glare and 

light spill. 
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x The proximity and extent to which the development is visible from public places 

and roads (including unformed legal roads, ease of accessibility to that place, and the 

significance of the view point. 

 

xi The extent to which natural elements such as landforms and vegetation within 

the site mitigate the visibility of development. 

xii The capacity of the landscape to absorb change including the extent to which opportunity has 

been taken to cluster built development in, adjoining, or close to areas of existing 

built development with a higher potential to absorb development,  including in proximity to the 

urban environment, with a higher potential to absorb development, while retaining areas 

which are more sensitive to change. 

 

xiii The extent to which the proposal will result in adverse cumulative effects. 

 

xiv Whether the proposal is connected to reticulated water and the need to provide water supply 

(for firefighting), and the ability to integrate water tanks into the landscape and mitigate any 

adverse visual effects. 

 

xv For new access tracks the ability to integrate with the landscape, follow natural contours and 

mitigate any adverse visual effects. 

 
        xvi Whether the development maintains contrast between the urban and rural environments. 
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