
REPORT TO HEARINGS PANEL 

CHAPTER 6 – AIRCRAFT ENGINE TESTING 

CONFERENCE OF NOISE EXPERTS – APRIL 11 2016 

 The experts met in conference from 10:00am until 4:00pm. 

Present were Stephen Chiles, Christopher Day, PJ Clarke (by audio link from 

Atlanta USA) as noise experts and, from 12 noon, Eric Morgan and Rhys 

Boswell to provide information sought by the experts.  Planning experts Glenda 

Dixon, and Matt Bonis joined the group at 2:30 pm.  

The first three questions posed by the Panel were considered together 

resulting in agreement on the NZ Standard to be used and that a LAeq metric 

with some allowances for exceedances was appropriate.  There was 

disagreement as to the time over which measurements should be evaluated, 

as to the levels of noise considered reasonable and to where compliance 

should be determined. Details will be in the experts’ report. 

As the best practicable option (BPO) (question 4) requires consideration of 

financial implications and the likelihood of success the experts felt unable to 

determine the BPO.  They acknowledged the measures proposed in Mr 

Morgan’s evidence were all appropriate and should be part of any option 

adopted. 

Question 5 asks what further operational and technical measures should be 

taken to determine the BPO.  These include finding the site for testing which 

gives the least disturbance to neighbours while not interfering too much with 

the airport operation and investigating the possibility of using a semi enclosed 

testing facility (a Ground Run-up Enclosure).  Such investigations have been 

started with no results as yet. 

It was agreed that the proposals for a community liaison group as proposed for 

the Auckland Unitary Plan (question 6) should be adopted for Christchurch.  

That the airport has a noise management plan was noted. 

Given the noise experts could not agree on what may be considered 

reasonable noise levels and whether they should be assessed at the nearest 

occupied dwelling or only in the residential zone the planners were faced with 



an impossible task of drafting an appropriate set of planning provisions.  

Suffice to say such a set will differ markedly from the present version 

recommended by council.  

The planners felt a need for a better understanding of the environment into 

which the experts’ scenarios would be introduced.  I expect they will identify 

gaps and seek to have the noise experts comment upon them.  The planners 

will submit a separate report. 

Alex Sutherland 

Facilitator                                                                                   April 12 2016  

 


