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Mediation Report: Open Space  
 
To: Independent Hearings Panel – Christchurch Replacement Plan 
 
From:  John Mills, Environment Commissioner – Mediator 
 
Date:  30 May 2016  
 
This is a record of mediation outcome held for this topic. It is prepared in accordance with 
Clause 10(4)) of Schedule 3 to the Canterbury Earthquake (Christchurch Replacement 
District Plan) Order 2014. 
 
This report covers a mediation session on the following Open Space Proposal topic: 
 

1. The appropriate regulatory framework for shooting ranges (activities and noise 
effects on the Isaac Wildlife Conservation Area within the Open Space McLeans 
Island Zone) 

 
Outstanding Matters 
 

There are no outstanding matters for the panel to decide in relation to this mediation.  

 
 
Session 1:  The appropriate regulatory framework for shooting ranges (activities and noise 
effects on the Isaac Wildlife Conservation Area within the Open Space McLeans Island 
Zone)  
 
Attendees: Janice Carter (CCC), Anita Hansbury (CCC), Kelly Andrews (CCC), Hamish 

Harwood (CCC), Stuart Camp (CCC), Sue Wells (Gun Clubs), Tony Ruffell 
(NZHA), Simon Glubb (NZHA), David Hodder (NZDA), Gareth Turner (CSF & 
CPC), Mark Featherstone (CPC), David Saunders (NZDA), Kim Seaton (ICWT), 
Alanya Limmer (ICWT), Jeremy Trevathan (ICWT), Alice Burnett (Minutes) 

 
A proposed LAmax noise rule to be added to Chapter 6 - General Rules and Procedures 
(Noise) specifically for shooting ranges within 1km of Peacock Springs and to replace the 
proposed rule for shooting ranges in the Open space McLeans Island Zone was 
circulated to parties by CCC prior to the mediation.  
 
Ms Carter summarised the background to this mediation session being the late 
submission of the Gun Clubs expressing concern with the currently proposed shooting 
range rule in the Open Space McLeans Island Zone (OMI).  Ms Carter indicated that 
there had been informal mediation but the issue became unstuck due to a lack of 
information about noise levels causing startle effects associated with the gun clubs.  
Following some field measurements undertaken by Marshall Day, Mr Camp and Dr 
Trevathan (noise consultants for the CCC and ICWT respectively) were asked to meet 
and discuss the issue and report back. 
 
Mr Camp summarised the findings included in the joint draft memo of Dr Trevathan and 
Mr Camp relating to noise emissions of the shooting ranges in the vicinity of the Peacock 
Springs Conservation Area. A discussion about the best ways to minimise these noise 
effects on the protected bird species programme at Peacock Springs  followed. .  
 
It was generally agreed that a LAmax noise limit needs to be applied to shooting ranges in 
this location. Various approaches were suggested in relation to the way that the proposed 
District Plan could include such a noise limit. Discussion focused on the wording of the 
proposed new Rule 6.1.4.2.11 “Shooting ranges within 1km of Peacock Springs ” pre-
circulated by the CCC. An agreement was reached between the parties to make some 
changes to the proposed rule as follows: 
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6.1.4.2.11        Shooting ranges within 1km of Peacock Springs 
 
a.    Any shooting ranges located within 1km of the Peacock Springs Conservation Area, 
as shown in Appendix 17.9.XX, shall not generate noise levels exceeding 60 dB L Amax at 
any time when received at any point within the Peacock Springs Conservation Area. 
 
b.    Notwithstanding Rule 6.1.2(b.)(ii.), the LAeq zone noise limits in Rule 6.1.4.1.1.1 
(Table 1) also apply. 
 
 
Given the presence of a bund and the location of the aviaries in a pit at the western end 
of the Peacock Springs Conservation Area bounded by McLeans Island Road and Haul 
Road, the parties discussed where the proposed noise limit should apply. The Peacock 
Springs boundaries shown on Appendix 17.9.XX are based on parcel boundary lines 
which extend to the upper portions of the earth bunds surrounding the quarry base. The 
parties agreed that either a map or some wording was required to ensure that the noise 
rule will apply inside the bund and on the base of the former quarry. This point is subject 
to further discussion and the parties have agreed to discuss this further with a view to 
providing a joint memorandum signed by the Parties by Friday 3 June 2016 .  
 
The Isaac Conversation and Wildlife Trust, through its representatives, wanted to have on 
record that they did not want to cause problems for the Gun Clubs, rather it was the City 
Council that had raised the issue in the first instance in relation to potential noise startle 
effects arising from the shooting ranges, and the Trust had responded to that, seeking 
proposed rules that provide an appropriate level of protection for the endangered birds 
while allowing the gun clubs to continue with their activities at the currently operative 
noise levels. 
 
Ms Wells also wanted on record that this issue had not arisen out of complaints or 
concerns about the existing operation of the Gun Clubs, and that there had always been 
amicable and constructive relationships between the Gun Clubs  and the Isaac 
Conversation Wildlife Trust.  
 
There are no outstanding matters for the panel to address.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
John Mills 
Environment Commissioner - Mediator 
7 June 2016 

 


