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Introduction 

1. By its minute dated 9 August 2016 the Independent Hearings Panel 

(Panel) provided an opportunity for the parties to Topic 9.1: 

Indigenous Biodiversity and Ecosystems, to lodge a response to the 

question of how the proposal for Topic 9.1 should be treated. 

2. Two options are identified by the Panel: 

2.1. Rejection of the notified and revised versions of Topic 9.1, 

with a continuation of the existing plan regime pending full 

future plan change; or 

2.2. A modification of the revised version such that it better 

reflects the essence of a collaborative approach to be applied 

for the inclusion of future SES in the CRDP, including a 

“sensible backstop” to ensure the Council can still institute 

the protection of indigenous biodiversity and ecosystems 

where collaboration is unsuccessful. 

3. If option two is chosen, the parties will be given an opportunity to 

make submission on any revised provisions. 

Mr Bayley’s response 

4. Michael Bayley has considered the options and discussed them with 

other landowners.  He has also had the benefit of being provided 

with a draft of the response by Federated Farmers1.  

5. For the reasons advanced by Federated Farmers (essentially funding 

issues and a desire to re-enter a process akin to the previous SES 

working group), Mr Bayley also prefers option 1. 

6. In addition, and with particular reference to the process that has 

followed the hearings before the Panel, Mr Bayley has felt 

                                                

1 North Canterbury Province of Federated Farmers of New Zealand (submitter 3702 and 

further submitter 5000) 
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disadvantaged by the impression that most outcomes were 

effectively a “fait accompli” and that the opportunities to look into 

details or investigate other options were limited. 

7. Mr Bayley would like the collaborative approach to be undertaken 

without feeling like he has one hand (at least) tied behind his back. 

8. However, and also in common with Federated Farmers, Mr Bayley 

wishes to emphasise that he intends no disrespect to the Panel or 

Commissioner Mills in relation to his preferred position.  He 

appreciates the opportunities he has been given to participate and 

the Panel’s patience, understanding and hard work. 
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