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Introduction 

1 My full name is Bruce Campbell Rule. 

2 I am the Operations Manager of The Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust (Trust).  

I have held that position since 2012.  

3 The role of Operations Manager encompasses managing the assets owned by the 

Trust, whilst also being responsible for daily operations.   

4 I have held various engineering and management roles within the Isaac Group since 

1978.  Through those roles, I have gained considerable experience in the 

construction and quarrying industries, including in pavement construction, design, 

manufacture and application of bituminous products, and quality management 

including testing of quarry products.  

5 My role within the Trust involves responsibility for:- 

5.1 Maintenance of existing assets, including the: Dairy Farm; Sheep Farm; 

Sheep, Beef and Crop Farm; Salmon Hatchery; Salmon Farm; Salmon 

Processing Factory; Isaac House (Three Story, Earthquake-Damaged, 

Commercial Historic Building in Christchurch CBD); five residential rental 

properties; numerous commercial properties used by The Isaac Construction 

Company and an Historic Village; 

5.2 Conservation activities of rearing and releasing critically endangered 

threatened species of fauna including endemic New Zealand Birds (Black 

Stilt, Orange Fronted Parakeet, Shore Plover, Blue Duck and Brown Teal), 

Tuatara, Skink, and Canterbury Mudfish;  

5.3 Conservation of historic structures including early Christchurch Dwellings, 

Church, Jail and School Dentist; 

5.4 All staff working for The Trust including Administration, Wildlife, Landscape 

and Maintenance Divisions. Total staff 16 employees;  

5.5 Resource Management and consenting activities for the Trust; and 

5.6 Reporting to The Trustees.  
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6 I hold a New Zealand Certificate of Engineering (Civil) (1978). I am a Registered 

Engineering Associate (1993), and a Technical member (Engineering Technologist) 

of the Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand (2000).  I am also a member 

of The Canterbury Aoraki Conservation Board 

7 I have relied on planning and legal advice in respect of Chapter 9 (Natural and 

Cultural Heritage) and what it might mean for the Trust’s activities.   

8 I am authorised to provide this evidence on behalf of the Trust. 

Scope of Evidence 

9 I prepared a statement of evidence in support of the Trust’s submission on Chapter 

17 (Rural), dated 29 October 2015.  In that statement of evidence1 I provided an 

overview of the Trust and its objectives, its conservation activities and the role of its 

non-conservation activities in achieving the objectives of the Trust.  I do not repeat 

that evidence here, but note that it is also relevant and provides context to the 

matters raised in the Trust’s submission on Chapter 9.   

10 In this statement of evidence, I will: 

10.1 Describe the farming activities that have historically been undertaken on the 

Trust’s land;  

10.2 Describe the importance of those farming activities to the productivity of the 

Trust’s land and, therefore, the revenue received by the Trust; and 

10.3 Describe the Trust’s intentions for use of the Isaacs Carr Site of Ecological 

Significance. 

Farming activities on the Trust’s land 

 

11 In my Chapter 17 evidence I described the Trust’s land holding and the various 

activities undertaken within it2.   

 

12 The Trust leases approximately 943 Ha of land for farming purposes.  The land is 

divided between three separate farming operations: 

                                                      
1
 Evidence of Bruce Rule on behalf of Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust for Chapter 17 (Stage 2), 29 October 2015 at 

paragraphs 13-18, 19-30 and 31-44 
2
 Evidence of Bruce Rule on behalf of Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust for Chapter 17 (Stage 2), 29 October 2015 at 

paragraphs 14 and 15  
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12.1 Dairy Farm – 98 ha currently leased by Murray Lancaster (current lease 

entered into 5 September 2006).  The lease provides for dairy farming, cattle 

and sheep grazing.  It also has minimum requirements with respect to the 

application of fertiliser and lime and pasture quality on land capable of being 

cultivated.  Stocking rates are controlled by the requirement to exercise good 

husbandry. 

12.2 Sheep, Beef and Crop Farm – 671 ha currently leased by Graham Banks 

(current lease entered into 22 February 2006).  The lease permits sheep and 

cattle grazing, general farming and cropping on between 6 and 8 paddocks.  

Stocking rates are controlled by the requirement to exercise good 

husbandry. 

12.3 Sheep Farm – 174 ha currently leased by David Shipley (current lease 

entered into 2 April 2013).  This lease also allows sheep and cattle grazing, 

general farming and cropping on 6 to 8 paddocks.  Stocking rates are 

controlled by the requirement to exercise good husbandry.   

13 These farms are indicated on the aerial photograph attached as Annexure A 

(excluding those parts of the Banks’ lease for which resource consent to quarry is 

held).   

14 The Trust has been leasing that land since it was purchased. The Dairy Farm and 

Sheep, Beef and Crop Farm were purchased pre-2000 and the Sheep Farm in 

2003.  Over that time the following activities have occurred: 

14.1 The land has been farmed for generations. The dairy farm pasture has been 

significantly improved and receives irrigation water from a water race 

administered by The Selwyn District council. The farm supports 

approximately 300 cows during the summer season and a reduced number 

during the winter season.  

14.2 The sheep, beef and crop farm has limited irrigation from a well. The main 

activity is sheep farming.  

14.3 The other sheep farm has no irrigation and is farmed in conjunction with 

another property owned by Mr David Shipley. 

14.4 I understand from Mr Banks and Mr Shipley they have undertaken and 

continue to undertake pasture improvement in the last decade, variously, 
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including cultivation, oversowing, topdressing and limited direct drilling. For 

that area leased by Mr Shipley, detailed records of land improvements have 

been kept by him, dating back to the 1960s. This farm has been farmed by 

the Shipley family for over 100 years. Livestock drinking water on the Sheep, 

Beef and Crop farm is reticulated from the well through a series of stock 

water troughs. It is intended to reticulate the Sheep Farm with stock water 

troughs this summer. There is extensive fencing throughout the farms 

including in and near the eastern Sites of Eecological Significance. 

The importance of those activities 

15 Farming operations are extremely important to the Trust.  Income gererated from 

the leases for farming operations contributes to the revenue stream that is so vital 

for enabling the Trust to carry out its conservation and wildlife objectives3.  

16 As I understand it, continual pastoral improvements enable the farms to be 

economically viable for livestock and cropping activities.  This has a direct effect on 

the value of the lease. 

Use of Isaac Carr Site 

17 I understand there are three separate areas of Ecological Significance on our 

property. These areas incude the Otukaikino Stream, Swan Lake and Isaac Carr. 

18 The Isaac Carr site comprises existing pasture land.  It has been grazed as part of 

the Shipley Farm for generations. The Trust has only recently been made aware of 

the existence of a Nationally Vulnerable musk plant within the Isaac Carr pasture 

area.  As Ms Seaton has stated in her evidence, the Christchurch City Council has 

encouraged the Trust to continue grazing this land, to support the continued growth 

of the plant.  Protection of this plant and other significant vegetation within the 

Trust’s Sites of Ecological Significance aligns well with the conservation objectives 

and vision of the Trust.  For this reason, the Trust has instructed our leasee (Mr 

Shipley) to continue grazing the land and to cease any potentially damaging farming 

activity in the Isaac Carr pasture.  A copy of the Trust’s letter to Mr Shipley is 

attached as Annexure B. 

19 The area of land affected by the Trust’s direction to Mr Shipley is, in relative terms, 

quite small.  Therefore the Trust considers it is viable for both the Trust and Mr 

                                                      
3
 Evidence of Bruce Rule on behalf of Isaac Conservation and Wildlife Trust for Chapter 17 (Stage 2), 29 October 2015 at 

paragraphs 31-34 and 45 
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Shipley to operate in a more constrained manner within the Isaac Carr area.  

However, the Trust does not consider it would be viable to leave all of the areas 

covered by its farming leases unimproved.  The Trust expects this would negatively 

impact on the productivity of the land and its value as a leasing proposition.. 

Public Walkway 

20 We are constructing a public walkway as outlined in the Isaac Conservation Park 

Management Plan. It is proposed that the walkway will connect to existing 

Christchurch City Council and Canterbury Regional Council walkways. The walkway 

will start at the Otukaikino Stream and generally follow our farmland northern 

boundary and terminate at Coutts Island Rd.  Annexure A shows the approximate 

alignment of the walkway.  

21 Part of the walkway will be between existing pasture and native bush contained 

within an area of ecological significance. The walkway will be fenced off from 

existing farming operations, and will also be wide enough for maintenance vehicles. 

A walking bridge spanning the Otukaikino Stream has been installed, to afford 

access to the west and north bank of the river.  This provides a vital link from the 

existing walkways, via the Groynes and Roto Kohatu, to the Waimakariri 

Recreational Reserve.   

22 The walkway/vehicle maintenance route in the vicinity of the Sites of Ecological 

Significance was identified and determined in consultation with Mr Arthur Adcock, a 

Christchurch City Council park ranger.  It is not intended that the route will require 

any earthworks or gravelling - rather it will simply be over existing grass cover.  The 

fencing of the route is approximately 30% completed near the Sites of Ecological 

Signifiance and I understand that the route can be accommodated without the need 

to remove any indigenous vegetation (other than what has already occurred to 

facilitate the bridge and proposed culvert). 

 

Bruce Rule 

10 December 2015 
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