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BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

1 My name is the Very Reverend Lawrence Arthur Kimberley, the Dean of 

Christchurch. 

2 I am currently the Dean of Christchurch. 

3 I have a background in accountancy, and a degree in theology from the 

Melbourne College of Divinity, and a Diploma of Liturgical Studies. 

4 I was ordained deacon in the Anglican Church in 1992 and ordained 

priest in 1993. I have since served as a curate, vicar, archdeacon and 

canon in the Christchurch Diocese. 

5 Prior to my appointment as Dean of Christchurch, from 2007 I was the 

Vicar of Opawa St Martins. I have been a Canon of the Christchurch 

Cathedral since 2013 and I am the chair of the New Zealand Anglican 

Church Pension Board. 

6 I served as Archdeacon of Pegasus from 2007 to 2013 and prior to that I 

was the Vicar of Heathcote-Mt Pleasant from 1996 to 2007. 

7 I have considerable knowledge of doctrinal matters of the Anglican 

Church. I also have considerable experience with the ministry and 

mission of the Church. 

8 I am authorised to provide this evidence on behalf of the Church 

Property Trustees ("CPT"). 

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE 

9 This evidence addresses matters in relation to the use of churches 

(within the Anglican Church) and the relief sought in submission 3670 in 

Chapter 9 Cultural and Natural Heritage of the proposed Christchurch 

Replacement District Plan. 

10 I have reviewed a copy of the CPT's joint submission (in conjunction with 

the Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Christchurch and Alpine 

Presbytery) in relation to the provisions of the proposed Christchurch 

Replacement District Plan (submission 3670). 

11 This evidence addresses: 

(a) The use of churches, including: 
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(i) as a spiritual facility and meeting the wider needs of the 

community; 

(ii) liturgical requirements; and 

(iii) responding to changes in liturgy. 

(b) The faculty system. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

12 My evidence reaches the following conclusions: 

(a) Whilst a church is primarily a place of worship, part of the church's 

mission is to serve the wider community, which may involve 

providing a venue for community groups. To enable a church to 

meet this need, flexibility is required in the arrangement of various 

chattels inside a church. 

(b) Religious ceremonies may also require the movement or 

arrangement of particular church chattels. 

(c) The diocese requires flexibility in the arrangement and modification 

of chattels and objects inside of a church due to changes required 

as a result of modern liturgy. 

(d) The faculty system maintains and prescribes a degree of control in 

relation to the alteration, removal and of contents in churches. 

Use of churches 

13 My evidence addresses the use of churches within the Anglican Church. 

I understand that other denominations have differing views about the 

use and function of a church. 

14 I understand that the proposed planning framework regulates "heritage 

fabric" and "heritage items" which includes moveable objects or chattels 

such as furniture, altars, lecterns and fonts. 

15 This would create some difficulties for the use of churches, which 

contain a vast amount of moveable furniture and other chattels. I 

consider that such regulation will impact the use of a church as a 

spiritual facility. 
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16 The relief sought in CPT's joint submission would exclude moveable 

objects and chattels from regulation under the heritage provisions. 

Wider community needs 

17 A church is first and foremost a place of worship to invite people to faith 

in God and to speak of His love. It is the place where a community of 

faith meets together for worship. This means that the building is used 

primarily as a place where the scriptures are read and taught, the 

sacraments are celebrated and prayers are offered. 

18 However, a church is also used for ministry and mission. The Diocesan 

Mission Statement includes as part of the mission "to nurture the 

community of faith" and "in love, to heal, care and serve all people". In 

my opinion part of the church's mission is to serve the wider community 

which, for example, may include providing a venue for various 

community groups to use as meeting place. As an example of this 

thinking about how to make best use of Anglican places of worship, the 

devastating earthquakes of 2010-2011 prompted the Diocese to produce 

a set of Design Guidelines to guide the rebuild and repair of church 

buildings. These guidelines encourage parishes to open their churches 

and to make them flexible spaces that can be used to meet the needs of 

the wider community. In my opinion is not good stewardship to restrict 

the use of churches to Sunday morning. 

19 The types of activities that churches undertake include children's music 

groups, community events and hosting third party functions. 

20 To enable a church to meet this community need, flexibility is required in 

the arrangement of various chattels and furnishings inside a church. For 

example, pews may need to be rearranged or removed to accommodate 

a music group. 

Liturgical requirements 

21 Some religious ceremonies require the movement of objects and other 

chattels, which is of fundamental importance to the use of a church as a 

spiritual facility. 
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22 For example, Maundy Thursday falls on the Thursday before Easter 

commemorating the Maundy and Last Supper of Jesus Christ. As part 

of the Maundy Thursday commemoration, the Stripping of the Altar 

ceremony is carried out. This ceremony requires the altar to be stripped 

of all altar-cloths and other ornaments, and everything to be removed 

from the sanctuary space in the church, except the altar. This comprises 

removing all furniture and other moveable heritage items including the 

credence table, pulpit and lectern. 

23 For large liturgies, the furniture may also be moved to make the space 

workable. For example, on Christmas Day the pulpit and pews may be 

moved so that everyone is able to see. 

Changes in liturgy 

24 Changes to the interior of a church may also be driven by the authorised 

liturgy of the Church. 

25 Under the old prayer book, the inside of a church represented the 

hierarchal view of society with the holiest part of the church higher up 

than the rest of the congregation. This included multiple floor levels in 

the church and three steps up to the sanctuary. 

26 Modern ecclesiastical and societal understandings have changed and 

now tend to view communities as all-inclusive. This changing nature of 

the church is reflected in the internal arrangement of furnishings. For 

example, pews may be removed to provide more inclusive seating, with 

the congregation facing each other and the altar in the centre of the 

church. This may also require movement of associated chattels and 

furnishings, including lecterns. 

Faculty System 

27 The faculty system regulates church buildings, their contents, and 

churchyards to ensure that due care is taken with their ongoing 

maintenance. 

28 The Regulations provide: 

Regulations for Trustees: 



5 

8. No alterations of any important kind shall be made: 

8. 1 to the fabric of the church without a faculty from the Bishop; 

8.2 to other church buildings without the permission of the 

Standing Committee. 

Regulations of the Standing Committee Concerning Faculties, Plans and 

Sites: 

"For the guidance of Vicars, Churchwardens and Vestry members the 

following regulations are issued by the Bishop and the Standing 

Committee concerning plans of buildings and alterations thereto. 

1. The Bishop's Faculty or Licence is necessary before permanent 

furnishings are made for a church or before any alteration is made 

in a church or before any addition is made to the permanent 

furniture thereof and before any reredos, monument, tablet, 

window or any inscription is placed therein or in the church 

grounds, but excluding tombstones. There is a printed form for the 

petition for a Faculty; the petition must be in writing, addressed to 

the Bishop, and signed by the Vicar and Churchwardens of the 

cure. It should distinctly describe the alteration or addition; the 

position it is to occupy in the church; the material of which it is to 

be made; whether it is a gift, and if so, by whom; and must also set 

out fully, and if possible in facsimile, the inscription, if any, which is 

desired. Applications must reach the Bishop at least ten days prior 

to the date set down for the meeting of the Plans and Sites 

Committee who act as the Bishop's Advisory Committee on 

Faculties." 

29 A faculty is essentially a' licence granted by the Bishop that authorises 

the alteration of or permanent additions to the fabric of the church, 

including furnishings. An application must be made to the Committee, 

which reviews and makes a recommendation on the faculty to the 

Bishop. 

30 There are three key reasons which reinforce the importance of the 

faculty system. The system: 

(a) Maintains a consistent appearance and standard of care across 

the diocese; 
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(b) Protects the congregation from individual decision-making that 

may damage the relationship between the congregation and the 

church; and 

(c) Protects bequests made, which often include particular terms of 

trust on which the bequest may be held or dealt with. 

31 Churches are designed for the worship of God and as such, any 

alterations or changes must be regulated by the faculty jurisdiction. 

32 In respect of permanent movement and additions to furnishings, this is 

already regulated by the Church. For non-permanent movements, the 

various parishes should be able to move furniture as required. In my 

opinion there should not be any further regulation on the movement of 

objects and chattels inside a church. 

CONCLUSION 

33 Whilst a church is primarily a place of worship, part of the church's 

mission is to serve the wider community, which may involve providing a 

venue for community groups. To enable a church to meet this need, 

flexibility is required in the arrangement of various chattels inside a 

church. 

34 Religious ceremonies may also require the movement or arrangement of 

particular church chattels. 

35 The diocese requires flexibility in the arrangement and modification of 

chattels and objects inside of a church due to changes required as a 

result of modern liturgy. 

36 The faculty system maintains and prescribes a degree of control in 

relation to the alteration, removal and of contents in churches. 

Lawrence Arthur Kimberley 

December 2015 


