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CLOSING LEGAL SUBMISSIONS ON BEHALF OF THE ROMAN 
CATHOLIC BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH (3692) 

May it please the Panel: 

Introduction 
1 These closing submissions are provided on behalf of the Roman 

Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Christchurch (the Diocese).  

2 They principally provide a response to the Updated Revised Proposal 
for Chapter 15 Commercial (Chapter 15) provided by the 
Christchurch City Council (the Council) in Attachment F of its 
Memorandum of Counsel dated 15 April 2015 (the Revised 
Proposal).  

3 These submissions detail the Diocese’s remaining concerns with the 
Revised Proposal.  

Background 
4 The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament (the Cathedral) is identified 

as being part of the Central City Mixed Use Zone (CCMU). The 
planning framework for this zone was notified as part of the Chapter 
13 Central City proposal (Chapter 13). The Revised Proposal has 
now incorporated these provisions into their ‘parent chapter’ and the 
CCMU provisions are now included in Chapter 15.  

5 The Diocese made Stage 3 submissions on Chapter 13 opposing the 
rules relating to building design, height control and transport.  Bob 
Nixon provided planning evidence in support of these submissions at 
the hearing.  

6 The Diocese’s submission sought to add specific policy recognition 
for the construction of a new Cathedral at 136 Barbadoes Street 
(the Cathedral Site). The CCMU framework in the notified version 
Chapter 13 was not appropriate for the construction of a new 
Cathedral.  

7 The submissions and evidence are closely related to the Diocese’s 
submissions made on the Chapter 9 Natural and Cultural Heritage 
Proposal (Chapter 9).  

The Revised Proposal  
8 The Diocese is generally supportive of the updated provision in the 

Revised Proposal.  

9 The Diocese supports the inclusion of the new Policy 15.1.5.1 as it 
addresses the relief sought by the Diocese in its submissions. It is 
submitted that the wording of Objective 3.3.8 should be amended to 
reflect the wording of Policy 15.1.5.1.  
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10 Policy 15.1.5.1 also includes an advice note advising that any 
matters relating to deconstruction or demolition are subject to 
Chapter 9. This is considered the appropriate approach.  

11 The Diocese also supports the inclusion of a new controlled activity 
in Rule 15.9.2.2C1 which provides for a building at the Cathedral 
Site. The rule includes a direction that the built form standards in 
15.9.3 shall not apply. This is considered appropriate.  

12 15.9.6.1 provides for matters of discretion for controlled activity 
15.9.2.2C1. These matters are addressed below.  

Objective 3.3.8 Revitalising the Central City  
13 The Diocese is supportive of the specific reference to the Cathedral 

in this Objective. The wording of the Objective does not refer to the 
“existing” Cathedral, nevertheless, to avoid confusion and ensure 
that the Objective will also apply to a rebuilt Cathedral, the Diocese 
considers the objective should be amended as follows: 

… 

iii. built form and heritage that reflects the identity and values 
of Ngai Tahu, and the City’s history as a European 
settlement; including Christ Church cathedral cathedrals 
and associated buildings at 100 Cathedral Square and 
136 Barbadoes Street the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament… 

14 This makes it clear that the Objective applies to any cathedral at the 
Cathedral Site. This wording better aligns with Policy 15.1.5.1 
Cathedrals in the Central City and provides for better clarity and 
consistency within the pRDP.  

15.9.6.1 Buildings at 136 Barbadoes Street  
15 The Diocese considers the matters of discretion are subjective and 

difficult to measure. The Revised Proposal includes buildings at the 
Cathedral Site as a controlled activity. This means resource consent 
has to be granted. Therefore, the Diocese does not necessarily 
consider the matters of discretion to be unacceptable. Its concerns 
are that there will be difficulty in applying these matters given their 
subjective nature. The Diocese does not propose to redraft these 
matters.  

16 15.9.6 is titled “Matters of Discretion for other matters”. The only 
“other matter” in this section are those relating to rule 15.9.2.2C1. 
As this is a controlled activity, the Diocese considers it is appropriate 
that 15.9.6 is amended to “Matters of Control for other matters”. 
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Dated:  20 April 2016 

 

JM Appleyard  
Counsel for the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of the Diocese of Christchurch  

 

 


