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May it please the Hearing Panel: 

 

1 This memorandum is filed on behalf of the following parties (the Submitters): 

 Christchurch Civic Trust (3700); 1.1

 Helen Lowe (3211); 1.2

 Lindsay Carswell (3641); 1.3

 NZ Notable Trees Trust (3618); 1.4

 NZ Institute of Landscape Architect Canterbury West Coast (3566); 1.5

 Peterborough Village/Pia Kaik (3233); 1.6

 Royal NZ Institute of Horticulture & Unitec Institute of Technology 1.7

(3287); 

 NZ Arborists’ Association (3278); and 1.8

 Lady Barbara Stewart (3270).  1.9

2 The purpose of this memorandum is to: 

 Respond to the scheduling of further mediation regarding general 2.1

and specific tree protection; and  

 Seek an extension to the period within which the Submitters are to 2.2

file their expert arboricultural and landscape evidence, due to the late 

filing of the Council’s evidence in these areas and the additional time 

demands of further mediation. 

3 The Panel has indicated that further mediation on natural and historical 

heritage is to occur on 9 and 16 December 2015.  Parties are to RSVP by 

noon today.  

4 The Submitters believe that genuine progress can be made through further 

mediation and are committed to attending, however the mediation scheduled 

for 9 December is problematic for a number of reasons: 
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 Only one hour is scheduled for the matters surrounding tree listing 4.1

and protection, while the Submitters consider a half a day will be 

required in order to be able to come to any meaningful agreement on 

the complex matters involved; 

 It is essential that this mediation be attended by the Submitters’ 4.2

expert arboricultural and landscape witnesses.  The former is based 

in Nelson and the Submitters are reticent to apply their limited 

resources (they are not commercial entities) to bringing Mr 

Cadwallader to Christchurch for a single hour of mediation which is 

unlikely to be able to make any real progress.   

 Attending the mediation will divert much-needed time away from 4.3

evidence preparation.  This matter is exacerbated by the fact that the 

arboricultural evidence was not received until late on 3 December 

and then only in part; the final appendices were only received on 4 

December.  The landscape evidence was only received substantially 

after close of business on 3 December, so was only available to the 

Submitters’ witnesses on 4 December.   

 The Submitters’ expert arboricultural and landscape witnesses will 4.4

therefore have considerably less time to review the Council’s 

evidence prepare evidence than provided for under the initial 

timetabling directions.   

5 Counsel has been conferring with Counsel for the Council, who confirms that 

he sees merit in providing a longer mediation slot for the tree listing and 

protection session on the 9
th
.  He has confirmed that the Council’s key 

arboricultural witness will attend, which is in the Submitters’ view essential to 

justify expense of Mr Cadwallader’s travel.  He has also agreed that an 

extension of the filing deadline for the Submitters’ expert evidence on these 

topics is appropriate, although at present he awaits instructions as to whether 

that could extend beyond 11 December 2015.   

6 Accordingly the Submitters seek the following: 

 That the time for mediation on tree listing and protection is extended 6.1

to half a day and the evidence filing deadline for the Submitters’ 

expert landscape and arboricultural evidence is extended to 5PM on 

14 December 2015; 
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 Or that that evidence filing deadline is extended to 11 December 6.2

2015, but that mediation on tree listing and protection is rescheduled 

for half a day after 11 December 2015. 

7 It is accepted that the Panel will need to receive the final view of Counsel for 

the Council on these matters before making any decisions on them.   

Dated 4 December 2015 

 

 

 

J M van der Wal 

Counsel for the Submitters 


