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STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF SHANE CHARLES WATSON 

INTRODUCTION 

1 My full name is Shane Charles Watson.   

2 I am the Network Assets Manager at Orion New Zealand Limited 

(Orion).   

3 My experience includes over 30 years’ engineering and asset 

management experience in the New Zealand electricity transmission 

and distribution sectors, and over 15 years’ experience with Orion in 

managing its electrical assets. 

4 In my role as Network Assets Manager, I lead a team providing a 

wide range of services overseeing the management, installation, 

maintenance and replacement of the Orion electricity distribution 

network. 

5 I have been authorised by Orion (submitter number 2340, F-2797) 

to provide evidence on its behalf in relation to the Rural Proposal, 

which is being heard as part of stage 2 of the proposed Christchurch 

Replacement District Plan (the proposed District Plan). 

PREVIOUS EVIDENCE 

6 I have provided evidence at the stage 1 Chapter 14: Residential and 

Chapter 15 and 16: Industrial and Commercial hearings.  I have 

also provided evidence in the stage 2 Chapter 8: Subdivision, 

Development and Earthworks, Chapter 17: Rural, Chapter 11: 

Utilities, Energy and Infrastructure, and Natural and Cultural 

Heritage hearings.   

7 In that previous evidence I outlined Orion’s role in the electricity 

industry, the significant electricity distribution assets that Orion 

owns and operates, and issues relevant to corridor protection of 

Orion’s electricity distribution lines.   

SCOPE OF EVIDENCE  

8 I will not repeat my earlier evidence here.  The purpose of this 

statement of evidence is to briefly explain the context of Orion’s 

work in the Central City.   

9 My Chapter 11, Chapter 8, and Natural & Cultural Heritage evidence 

explains the core activities that Orion undertakes and those 

activities are generally speaking the same throughout the district.  

However, there are three points of difference.   



  2 

 

 

100180104/2494611.4 

10 First, given that within the Central City Orion’s high voltage cabling 

system is typically underground, and/or in the road corridor, 

corridor protection is not an issue.  This differentiates the Central 

City area from other zones. 

11 Second, in the Central City Orion often installs substations within 

customer buildings.  This allows better utilisation of the valuable 

land by developers and owners.  Historically our substations were 

often located in basements.  However, since the earthquakes we 

have required new substations to be installed at or above ground 

level and to be accessible at all times.  In many cases, flooding 

experienced after the earthquakes due to burst water mains etc 

impaired access to the substations that were located in basements 

below ground level.    

12 As a third and last point, I note that it is typical in all countries for 

electricity supply to a central city area to be viewed as being of 

critical importance.  The density of businesses, residential 

apartment living and often the location of many lifeline activities 

(such as hospitals, police and other emergency services, 

telecommunications) in the central city demands that electricity 

infrastructure be secure and robust.  For this reason Orion seeks 

relief in the Central City chapter that secures recognition for the 

importance of utilities and the need to ensure their efficient 

operation, supporting the security of the network. 

CONCLUSION  

13 In previous evidence I outlined Orion’s role in the electricity 

industry, the significant electricity distribution assets that Orion 

owns and operates, and issues relevant to corridor protection of 

Orion’s electricity distribution lines.   

14 Within the central city area, corridor protection for electrical assets 

is not a concern.  However relief in the Central City chapter is 

sought for rules that ensure recognition of the importance of 

utilities, support the security of the network and ensures Orion’s 

usual upgrading, repair, maintenance activities are permitted. 
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